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T  O 

Sir  JOSEPH  BANKS,  Bart. 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY. 

-  .  <  •  I 

S  I  R, 

yd  MIDST  the  doubt  and  apprehenfion  which  natu~ 
^  rally  attend  an  author  on  fiubmitting  his  public a~ 
tions  to  the  world ,  1  have  the  pie afure  of  refle&ing ,  that 
by  your  permifjion  I  prefix  to  the  following  Work  the 
name  of  a  Perfion  eminently  difilinguifihed  in  the  literary 
world ,  and  who ,  not  fiatisfied  with  theoretical  know¬ 
ledge,  has  t  raver  fed  the  globe  in  purfiuit  of  ufiefiul  ficience . 
Phis  permifijion ,  Sir,  mufit  Jlamp  a  value  on  the  Work , 

m 

and  makes  me  lefis  apprehenjive  for  its  fuccefis . 


1  be? 

o 


VI 


D  EDICATION, 


7  beg  leave  to  prefent  my  mojl  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  this  public  tefimony  of  your  favour  ;  and  am , 

With  great  refpeB , 

SIR , 

TWr  mojl  obedient 

Humble  Servant , 

George  Dixon. 

London,  1 
1789. 3 


INTRODUCTION, 


IN  the  early  periods  of  Navigation,  it  does  not  feem 
that  the  extenfion  of  Commerce  was  altogether  the 
aim  of  the  enterprizing  Adventurer  ;  and  though  gene¬ 
rally  patronized  by  the  reigning  Powers,  where  thefe  de- 
figns  originated,  yet,  a  third  after  glory,  and  a  boundlefs 
ambition  of  adding  to  the  drength  and  extent  of  terri- 
tory,  on  one  hand,  or  a  rapacious  defire  of  accumulating 
wealth,  or,  peihaps  the  fame  of  making  difcoveries,  on 

the  other,  appear  to  have  been  the  only  obje£ts  in  view, 

* 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  proof  of  the  truth  of  this 
pofition,  than  the  uniform  behaviour  of  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  their  almoft  unbounded  acquifitions 
of  difcovery,  conqueft,  and  wealth.  The  f!  locking  barba- 
lities  piadtifed  by  them  when  they  conquered  what  was 
then  called  the  New  W 'orld,  cad:  fuch  an  indelible  {lain  on 
that  period  of  their  annals,  as  time  can  never  obliterate. 

To 
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To  the  honour  of  the  Britijh  Nation  be  it  faid,  their 
conduct  has  uniformly  been  the  reverfe  :  whatever  un¬ 
known  tra&s  of  land  they  have  explored  ;  wherever  they 
found  inhabitants,  their  attention  and  humanity  towards 
them  have  uniformly  been  fuch,  as  to  gain  their  ajfeBion , 
and  conciliate  their  ejieem ,  inftead  of  exciting  their  refent- 
ment,  or  incurring  their  hatred. 

Indeed,  if  we  regard  adventurers  from  our  own  Coun¬ 
try  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  even  fo  lately  as  the 
latter  part  of  the  laft,  or  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury,  we  fhall  find  the  generality,  of  them  little  better 
than  free-booters  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  were  we  to 
take  a  retrofpe£tive  view  of  the  feveral  voyages  made 
immediately  under  the  patronage  of  Government,  during 
the  fpace  of  the  laft  fifty  years,  we  fhall  not  only  find 
them  fet  on  foot  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  in  general, 
but  that  their  endeavours  to  improve  Navigation,  and  the 
different  Sciences  conne£fed  therewith,  have  been  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  moil;  brilliant  fuccefs  ;  and  it  is  not  eafy  to 
fay,  whether  that  zeal  for  the  general  good  which  firft 
projected  thefe  voyages,  or  the  conftant  wifh  to  have  the 
refult  of  them  made  univerially  public,  reflects  the  greateft 
luftre  on  their  royal  and  munificent  patrons. 

Without 
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Without  entering  into  a  particular  enumeration  of  thefe 
Voyages  here,  which  would  be  fuperfluous,  let  it  fuffice 
to  fay,  that  during  the  late  Captain  Cook’s  laft  Voyage 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  befides  every  fcientific  advantage 
which  might  be  derived  from  it,  a  new  and  inexliauftible 
mine  of  wealth  was  laid  open  to  future  Navigators,  by 
trading  for  furs  of  the  moft  valuable  kind,  on  the  North 
Weft  Coaft  of  America. 

This  difcovery,  though  obvioufly  a  fource  from  whence 
immenfe  riches  might  be  expe&ed,  and  communicated, 
no  doubt,  to  numbers  in  the  year  17 Bo,  was  not  imme¬ 
diately  attended  to.  The  profecution  of  any  effe&ual  plan 
to  carry  on  this  novel  undertaking,  required  not  only 
patience  and  perfeverance,  but  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  en- 
terprize  which  does  not  often  fall  to  the  lot  of  individuals  : 
however,  in  the  Spring  of  1785,  a  fet  of  Gentlemen  pro¬ 
cured  a  Charter  from  the  South  Sea  Company,  (to  whom 
the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  in  the  Northern  Pacific 
Ocean  belongs)  for  the  foie  right  of  carrying  on  this  traffic 
to  its  utmoft  extent ;  to  facilitate  which,  two  veflels  were 
immediately  purchafed,  and  fitted  out  with  all  expedition, 
in  order  to  proceed  on  a  Voyage  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft 
of  America,  an  account  of  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  (beets. 


b 


So 
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So  laudable  a  defire  of  embarking  in  this  new  channel 
of  commerce,  naturally  engaged  the  attention  of  the  world 
in  general,  and  the  undertaking  was  approved  of,  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  Gentlemen  whole  names  alone  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  bring  the  Voyage  into  public  notice.  The  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Mulgrave,  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  and  Mr. 
Rofe,  honoured  us  with  a  vifit  on  board ;  and  with  that  de¬ 
gree  of  goodnefs  which  ever  diffinguifhes  their  characters,, 
fignified  their  approbation  of  the  plan,  and  bed:  wifhes  for 
its  fuccefs. 

Thefe  very  flattering  encouragements  were  additional 
inducements  for  the  Owners  to  profecute  the  undertaking 
with  vigour  ;  and  nothing  was  left  unattempted,  that  could 
poffibly  be  thought  of,  to  render  it  fuccefsful.  Whatever 
furs  might  be  procured  in  our  traffic  on  the  American 
Coaft,  were  to  be  difpofed  of  in  China,  fubjedt  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  contrQuI  of  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  Supercar¬ 
goes,  and  in  confequence  of  this  coniignment,  both  veffels. 
were  to  be  freighted  home,  on  the  Company’s  accounts 

But  pecuniary  emolument  did  not  altogether  engrofs 
the  attention  of  the  Owners  on  this  occafion  ;  for  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  provisions  uiually  allowed  in  Merchants  fer- 
vice,  (and  of  which  the  greateft  care  was  taken  to  procure 

the: 
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the  very  beft  of  every  kind)  a  plentiful  flock  of  all  the 
various  antifcorbutics  was  laid  in  which  could  be  thought 
of,  as  prefervatives  to  health.  Thefe,  and  an  unremitting 
attention  to  the  rules  obferved  by  Captain  Cook,  have, 
under  Providence,  been  the  means  of  preferving  the 
health  of  the  people,  in  every  variety  of  climate  ;  for  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  Voyage,  which  has  been  of  more  than 
three  years  continuance,  the  Queen  Charlotte,  out  o£ 
thirty-three  hands,  loft  only  one  perfon. 

Though  a  knowledge  of  this  circumftance  is  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  all  perfons  who  are  engaged  in  a  lea- 
faring  life,  and  therefore  can  never  be  made  too  public, 
yet  that  alone  would  fcarcely  have  been  thought  a  luffi- 
cient  inducement  to  publifh  the  following  Work  ;  but  it 
is  prefumed  that  the  advantages  which  both  Geography 
and  Commerce  will  derive  from  this  Voyage,  are  neither 
uninterefting  or  unimportant ;  fo  that  there  perhaps  will 
need  no  apology  for  laying  the  refult  of  it  before  the 
world. 

In  order  that  the  Reader  may  form  a  better  idea  of  the 
advantages  which  may  be  derived  from  this  publication, 
a  brief  recapitulation  of  what  has  been  done  by  former 
Navigators  on  the  American  Coaft,  and  particularly  what 

b  2  *  addition 
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addition  we  have  made  to  the  late  Captain  Cook’s  Difco- 
veries,  together  with  a  fhort  account  of  the  fur  trade,  mav 
perhaps  not  be  improper  in  this  place. 

The  Ruffian  Navigator,  Beering,  feems  to  have  been 
the  firft  who  explored  this  inhofpitable  coaft  to  the  North¬ 
ward  of  King  George’s  Sound  :  he  is  faid  to  have  fallen  in 
with  the  land  in  58  deg.  28  min.  North  latitude,  and  to 
have  anchored  in  59  deg.  18  min.  Tfcherikow,  in  1741* 
anchored  about  the  latitude  5  6  deg. 

That  both  thefe  Navigators  fell  in  with  the  American 
Coaft,  is  beyond  a  doubt ;  but  in  what  fituation  they  made 
the  land,  or  where  they  anchored,  is  by  no  means  equally 
certain.  The  beft  accounts  we  have  of  thefe  Voyages 
are  very  inaccurate  ;  and  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that 
Navigation  at  that  period  of  time  was  by  no  means 
brought  to  the  perfe&ion  which  it  is  in  at  prefent :  add 
to  this,  the  coaft  in  the  fituation  which  Beering  is  faid  to 
have  anchored  in,  viz.  59  degrees  18  minutes  North  la¬ 
titude,  trends  nearly  Eaft  and  Weft  ;  fo  that  in  the  ftate? 
Navigation  was  in  at  that  time,  a  miftake  of  fix  or  eight: 
degrees  in  longitude  might  be  eafily  made  ;  and  there  is 
great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  though  this  celebrated  Navi¬ 
gator  might  be  correct  in  his  latitude,  yet  the  place  ho 
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actually  anchored  in  is  much  nearer  Cook  s  River  than  is 
ufually  laid  down  in  the  charts. 

But  whilft  we  lament  the  imperfect  flate  of  Navigation, 
and  the  flill  more  imperfeA  accounts  given  to  us  of  this 
famous  Ruffian’s  Voyages,  which  entirely  prevent  us  to 
lay  what  part  of  the  coall,  at  leal!  within  our  limits, 
he  furveyed  with  any  degree  of  precilion,  it  is  no  lefs 
incumbent  on  me  to  detect  the  fallacy  of  a  more  mociern 
N avigator  on  the  lame  coall. 

In  the  Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  the  North  Well  Coalu 
of  America,  by  Don  Francifco  Antonio  Maurelle,  pub- 
lilhed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Daines  Barrington,  after  Hating 
what  they  had  already  done,  is  the  following  paffage 
«  \\Tq  now  attempted  to  find  out  the  Straight  of  Admiral 
Fonte,  though  as  yet  we  had  not  dilcovered  the  Archi¬ 
pelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  through  which  he  is  faid  to  have, 
failed.  With  this  intent  we  fearched  every  bay  and  re- 
cefs  on  the  coall,  and  failed  round  every  head-land ,  lying- 
to  in  the  night,  that  we  might  not  lofe  fight  of  this  en¬ 
trance.  After  thefe  pains  taken,  and  being  favoured  by 
a  North  JVeJl  wind,  it  may  be  pronounced  that  no  fuch; 
Straights  are  to  be  found..  * 

Why 


*  See  Barrington’s  MifcdlanieSj  page  500V 
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Why  Maurelle  fhould  fo  pofitively  affert  a  palpable 
falfehood,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive.  Indeed  the  incon- 
fiftency  of  this  affertion  may  be  eafily  feen,  if  we  confider 
it  but  for  one  moment  ;  for  if  he  actually  had  “  fearched 
every  bay  and  recefs  on  the  coaft ,  and,  failed  round  every 
head-land,  lying-to  in  the  night,"  even  with  the  fair  wind 
he  fpeaks  of,  all  this,  I  fay,  could  not  poflibly  have  been 
done  during  twice  the  fpace  of  time  he  was  on  this  part 
of  the  coaft.  But  the  difcovery  of  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Iflands  during  the  prefent  Voyage,  inconteftibly  proves 
that  Don  Francifco  Maurelle  was  never  near  the  place 
which  he  boafts  of  having  “  looked  for  in  vain.”  The 
fituation  of  thefe  Iflands,  viz.  from  54  deg.  20  min.  to 
51  deg.  56  min.  North  latitude,  and  from  130  to  133 
deg.  30  min.  Weft  longitude,  evidently  fhews  that  they 
are  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  and  confequently 
hear  the  Straight  of  De  Fonte,  though  farther  refearches 
muft  be  made  before  any  degree  of  credibility  can  be 
given  to  his  pompous  account  of  the  place. 


However,  if  the  Spaniards  on  this  occafion  could  find 
no  iflands  where  they  actually  exift,  at  other  times  they 
have  difcovered  land  which  we  now  find  to  be  imaginary. 
The  iflands  Los  Majos,  La  Mafo,  and  St.  Maria  la  Gorta, 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Roberts,  from  18  deg.  30  min.  to  28 
1  deg. 
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deg.  North  latitude,  and  from  135  deg.  to  149  deg. 
Weft  longitude,  and  copied  by  him  from  a  Spanifli  M.S. 
chart,  were  in  vain  looked  for  by  us,  and,  to  uie  Mau- 
re lie’s  words,  66  tt  may  be  pronounced  that  no  fuch  IJlands 

ff 

are  to  be  found fo  that  their  intention  has  uniformly 
been  to  miflead  rather  than  be  of  lervice  to  future  Na¬ 
vigators. 

To  expatiate  on  the  abfurdity,  not  to  call  it  by  a 
worfe  name,  of  fuch  conduct,  would  be  painful ;  let  us 
then  turn  from  fo  difagreeable  a  iubjecl,  and  fay  a  few 
words  refpedting  the  Difcovenes  of  our  immortal  coun¬ 
tryman,  the  late  Captain  Cook. 

,  * 

This  celebrated  Navigator  fell  in  with  the  American 
Coaft  in  44  deg.  North  latitude,  but  had  no  opportunity 
of  coming  to  anchor  till  he  arrived  at  Nootka,  which  he 
named  King  George’s  Sound.  It  is  fituated  in  49  deg. 
36  min.  North  latitude;  and  126  deg.  42  min.  Weft 
longitude. 

On  leaving  this  harbour,  he  was  prevented  by  bad  wea¬ 
ther  from  keeping  in  with  the  coaft,  and  did  not  again 

fee 

*  At  noon  on  the  28th  April,  1778,  the  latitude  by  obfervation  was 

31  deg.  1  min.  North;  longitude  229  deg.  26  min.  Eaft.  I  now  hcerco 

North 
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fee  the  land  till  lie  was  in  the  latitude  of  55  deg.  20 
min.  North.  After  this,  Captain  Cook  had  generally 
an  opportunity  of  keeping  the  coaft  a-board  ;  he  afcer- 
tained  the  fituation  of  Cape  Edgecumbe,  difcovered 
Kave’s  Ifland,  Prince  William’s  Sound,  and  Cook’s  Ri- 

j  7  7 

ver,  in  which  two  laff  mentioned  places  he  came  to  an¬ 
chor. 

To  fay  that  thefe  different  harbours  are  laid  down  with 
accuracy  and  precifion,  would  be  unneceffary ;  it  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  obferve,  that  they  were  furveyed  by  Captain  Cook . 

It 

North  Weft  by  North,  with  a  frefh  gale  at  South  South  Eaft,  and  fair 
weather  ;  but  at  nine  in  the  evening  it  began  again  to  blow  hard  and  in 
fqualls,  with  rain.  With  fuch  weather,  and  the  wind  between  South 
South  Eaft  and  South  Weft,  I  continued  the  fame  courfe  till  the  30th,  at 
four  in  the  morning,  when  I  fleered  North  by  Weft,  in  order  to  make 
the  land.  I  regretted  very  much,  indeed,  that  I  could  not  do  it  fooner ; 
for  this  obvious  reafon,  that  we  were  now  palling  the  place  where  Geo¬ 
graphers  have  placed  the  pretended  Straight  of  Admiral  de  Fonte.  For 
my  own  part,  I  give  no  credit  to  fuch  vague  and  improbable  ftories,  which 
ca.ry  their  own  confutation  with  them.  Neverthelefs,  I  was  very  delirous 
of  keeping  the  American  Coaft  a-board,  in  order  to  clear  up  this  point 
beyond  difpute.  But  it  would  have  been  highly  imprudent  in  me  to 
have  engaged  with  the  land  in  weather  fo  exceedingly  tempeftuous,  or  to 
have  loft  the  advantage  of  a  fair  wind,  by  waiting  for  better  weather. 
This  lame  day  at  noon  we  were  in  latitude  53  deg.  22  min.  North;  and 
longitude  2.25  deg.  14  min.  Eaft.  See  Cook’s  Voyage  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  VoL  ii.  page  3^.3. 
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It  is  needlefs  to  trace  this  excellent  Navigator’s  Difco- 
veries  any  farther  to  the  Northward,  as  they  are  uncon¬ 
nected  with  the  prefent  Voyage,  and  their  importance  is 
well  known  to  the  world  ;  but  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  Captain  Cook  met  with  furs  only  in  Cook’s 
River,  Prince  William’s,  and  King  George’s  Sounds,  fo 
that  thefe  places  were  moft  likely  to  engage  the  attention 

of  any  perfons  who  fhould  engage  in  that  branch  of  com¬ 
merce. 

Who  the  Gentlemen  were  that  firft  embarked  in  the 
fur-trade,  is  perhaps  not  generally  known,  though  it  is 
certain  they  were  not  hardy  enough  to  fend  veflels  in 
that  employ  diredtly  from  England  ;  for  we  find,  that 
the  firft  veftel  which  engaged  in  this  new  trade  was  fit¬ 
ted  out  from  China :  fhe  was  a  brig  of  fixty  tons,  com¬ 
manded  by  a  Captain  Hanna,  who  left  the  Typa  in  April, 

1 7 85-  His  deftination  was  for  King  George’s  Sound, 
where  he  arrived  the  following  Auguft. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  natives  attempted  to  board 
his  veftel  in  open  day,  but  were  repulfed  with  confide- 
rable  daughter :  this  affair  fecured  the  friendfhip  of  the’ 
Indians,  for  they  afterwards  traded  quietly  and  peaceably. 
Captain  Hanna  is  faid  to  have  procured  a  valuable  cargo 
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of  furs,  though  the  number  has  never  been  mentioned.'" 
He  left  Nootka  the  latter  end  of  September,  and  arrived 
at  Macao  the  end  of  December  of  the  fame  year.  The 
fame  Gentleman  failed  again  from  Macao  in  May,  1786, 
in  the  Sea  Otter,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  and 
arrived  at  King  George  s  Sound  in  AugufL  The  fuc- 
cefs  he  met  with  in  this  expedition  was  never  made 
known,  but  no  doubt  it  was  greatly  inferior  to  that  of 
his  former  voyage  :  he  arrived  at  Macao  in  February, 
1787. 

The  fnow  Lark,  Captain  Peters,  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  and  forty  men,  failed  from  Macao  in  July, 
1786.  Captain  Peters  had  orders  to  make  the  North 
Well  Coaft,  by  way  of  Kamfchatka,  and  was  directed  to 
examine  the  iflands  to  the  Northward  of  Japan.  He  ar¬ 
rived  at  Kamfchatka  the  20th  of  Auguft,  and  left  that 
place  the  18th  of  September.  Accounts  have  fmce  been 
received,  that  this  veiTel  was  loll  on  Copper  Ifland,  and 
that  only  two  of  the  people  were  faved. 

In  the  beginning  of  1786,  the  Inow  Captain  Cook, 
of  three  hundred  tons,  and  the  fnow  Experiment,  of  one 

hundred 


*  A  particular  account  of  the  furs  which  have  been  collected  on  the 
North  Weft  Coaft,  will  be  given  in  the  following  Work. 
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hundred  tons,  were  fitted  out  from  Bombay.  Thefe  vei- 
fels  arrived  at  Nootka  the  end  of  June  following;  from 
thence  they  proceeded  to  Prince  William  s  Sound.  After 
fome  ftay  there,  they  left  the  coaft,  and  afterwards  ar¬ 
rived  fafe  at  Macao  ;  but  the  quantity  of  furs  they  pro¬ 
cured  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  very  inconfiderable. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  fame  year,  1786,  two  veflels  were 
fitted  out  from  Bengal,  viz.  the  Nootka,  of  two  hundred 
tons,  Captain  Meares,  and  the  Sea  Otter,  of  one  hundred 
tons,  Captain  Tipping. 

Captain  Meares  failed  from  Bengal  in  March,  and  an 
account  of  his  deftination  is  given  in  the  following  Work, 
as  he  was  met  with  by  us  in  Prince  William’s  Sound. 

The  Sea-Otter,  Captain  Tipping,  left  Calcutta  a  few 
days  after  the  Nootka.  Her  deftination  was  for  Prince 
William’s  Sound,  where  {he  arrived  in  September,  whilft 
the  Captain  Cook  and  the  Experiment  were  there.  She  - 
left  the  Sound  the  day  after,  fuppofed  for  Cook’s  River, 
but  having  never  fince  been  heard  of,  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  of  her  being  loft. 
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The  Imperial  Eagle,  Captain  Berkley,  left  Often d  the 
latter  end  of  November*  1786,  and  arrived  at  Nootka 
the  beginning  of  June,.  178 7.  Some  account  of  his  ex¬ 
pedition  will  be  met  with  in  the  prefent  Voyage. 

Having  given  a  brief  abftraft  of  the  different  Voyages 
which  have  hitherto  been  made  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft 
of  America,  I  cannot  help  noticing  an  expedition  that 
was  planned  prior  to  any  of  them,  and  which,  had  it 
been  carried  into  execution,  muft  have  proved  exceed¬ 
ingly  advantageous  to  the  Proprietors,  and  very  proba¬ 
bly  would  have  entirely  engroffed  this  lucrative  branch 
of  commerce. 

So  early  as  1781,  William  Bolts,  Efq;  fitted  out  the 
Cobenzell,  an  armed  fhip  of  700  tons,  for  the  North- 
Weft  Coaft  of  America.  She  was  to  have  failed  from 
Triefte  (accompanied  by  a  tender  of  forty-five  tons)  un¬ 
der  Imperial  colours,  and  was  equally  fitted  out  for  trade 
or  difcovery  :  men  of  eminence  in  every  department  of 
fcience  were  ungaged  on  board  ;  all  the  maritime  Courts, 
of  Europe  were  written  to,  in  order  to  fecure  a  good  re¬ 
ception  for  thefe  veffels,  at  their  refpe&ive  ports,  and, 
favourable  anfwers  were  returned  ;  yet,  after  all,  this, 
expedition,  fo  exceedingly  promifing  in  every  point  of 
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view,  was  overturned  by  a  fet  of  interefted  men,  then  in 
power  at  Vienna. 

,  4 

This  {hart  {ketch  of  what  has  yet  been  done  in  the  fur 
trade,  will  ferve  to  fhew  that  the  attention  of  every  trader 
for  Ikins  on  the  American  Coaft  has  been  fixed  on  Cook’s 
River,  Nootka,  and  Prince  William’s  Sound  but  the 
Reader  will  find,  on  perufing  this  Voyage,  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  furs  may  reafbnably  be  expected  in  many 
parts  of  the  coafi,  than  at  the  harbours  juft  mentioned, 
and  will  not,  I  hope,  accufe  me  of  vanity  in  aflerting, 
that  a  more  fpirited  undertaking  was  never  fet  on  foot  by 
individuals,  on  true  commercial  principles . 

What  additions  we  have  made  to  the  difcoveries  of 
Captain  Cook,  may  eafily  be  feen,  by  calling  an  eye  on 
the  annexed  general  chart.  However,  as  the  whole  of 
it  is  not  laid  down  from  my  own  furvey,  it  will  be  but  juf- 
tice  for  me  to  mention  the  different  authorities  from  which. 
I  have  taken  the  remainder* 

From  theKodiac  of  Captain  Cook,  (which  is  the  Wef- 
termoft  part  of  the  chart)  to  Whitfimday  Bay,  is  the  fame 
as  publifhed  from  Captain  Cook’s  furvey  ;  from  thence 
to  Cape  Douglas  I  have  taken,  from  the  track  of  the  fnow 
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Nootka,  Captain  Meares,  which  chart  was  put  into  my 
hands  by  Mr.  Rofs,  Chief  Mate,  and  the  track  is  marked 
with  a  dotted  line.  From  Cape  Douglas  to  Cook’s  Ri¬ 
ver,  and  as  far  to  the  Southward  and  Eaftward  as  Port- 
lock’s  FI  arbour,  is  laid  down  from  Captain  Por  dock’s  and 
my  own  furvey  ;  and  here  we  differ  in  feveral  places  from 
the  general  Chart  of  Captain  Cook. 

From  Portlock’s  Harbour  as  far  Southward  as  Beres- 
ford’s  Ifle,  is  entirely  laid  down  from  my  own  furvey. 

The  unfhaded  part  of  the  chart,  from  Woody  Point 
round  to  Cape  Cox,  is  taken  from  two  charts  which  Mr. 
Cox  very  obligingly  favoured  me  with  ;  the  one  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Guife,  Commander  of  the  fnow  Experiment  ;  the 
other  by  Captain  Hanna,  Commander  of  the  fnow  Sea- 
Otter  ;  and  from  Point  Breakers  South,  is  from  a  chart 
by  Captain  Berkley,  Commander  of  the  Imperial  Eagle. 

It  yet  remains  for  me  to  befpeak  the  candour  and  in¬ 
dulgence  of  the  reader,  in  pending  the  following  Work, 
as  it  was  written  by  a  perfon  on  board  the  Queen  Char¬ 
lotte,  who  has  been  totally  unufed  to  literary  purfuits,  and 
equally  fo  to  a  fea-faring  life.  However,  to  obviate  any 
obje&ion  that  might  poffibly  arife  from  his  deficiency  in 
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nautical  knowledge,  I  have  been  particularly  careful  in 
correcting  that  part  of  the  Work,  and  by  way  of  Appen¬ 
dix,  have  given  every  thing  of  the  kind  which,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  can  be  any  way  mterelfing  to  a  feaman  5  as  alio  a 
fhort  fketch  of  the  few  fubje&s  we  have  met  with  in 
Natural  Hiftory,  that  are  likely  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  curious  ;  and  I  hope  that  a  plain  narrative  of  f'acis, 
written  at  the  time  when  the  different  occurrences  hap¬ 
pened,  will  prove  interefting,  though  deficient  in  fmooth- 
nefs  of  language,  or  elegance  of  compofition. 
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Page  56,  line  23,  for  longitude  152  deg.  14  min.  read  150 
deg.  10  min. 

P.  57,  1.  2,  for  latitude  51  deg.  read  51  deg.  24  min.  and  longi- 
tude  149  deg.  35  min. 

Ibid.  1.  13,  for  longitude  147  deg.  18  min.  read  148  deg.  34  min. 
Ibid.  1.  1 8,  for  longitude  149  deg.  50  min.  read  149  deg.  22  min. 
Ibid.  1.  24,  for  longitude  15 1  deg.  13  min.  read  151  deg.  4  min* 
and  for  latitude  58  deg.  14  mm.  read  58  deg.  34  min. 

P.  73,  1.  22  and  23,  for  latitude  58  deg.  and  longitude  137  deg. 

38  min.  read  lat.  57  deg.  35  min.  and  long.  137  deg.  12  min. 

P.  76,  1.  14,  for  longitude  134  deg.  22  min.  read  133  deg.  53  min. 

P.  86,  1.  25,  for  longitude  154  deg.  14  mm.  read  151  deg.  24  min. 

P.  196,  1.  13,  for  longitude  134  deg.  54mm.  read  135  deg.  12  min. 

P.  197,  1.  19,  for  longitude  134  deg.  56  min.  read  i34deg.  30  min, 

P.  198,  1.  20,  for  longitude  133  deg.  50  min.  read  134  deg. 

P.  205,  1.  10,  for  latitude  53  deg.  16  min.  read  53  deg.  28  min. 

P.  212,  1.  3,  for  latitude  51  deg.  46  min.  read  51  deg.  56  min. 

P.  214,  1.  17,  for  latitude  51  deg.  56  min.  read  51  deg.  48  min. 

P.  216,  1.  1 1,  for  “  our  foundings  lejjened>'  read  our  foundings 

increased." 

P.  222,  1.  3,  for  South  5  deg.  Eaft,  read  South  5  deg.  Weft. 

P.  247,  1.  14,  for  “  animal  and  vegetable  fubftances,”  read  “  ani¬ 
mal  fubftances.” 

P.  263^  I.25,  read  "  cocoa-palm,  banana,  and  paper-mulberry" 
trees. 
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VOYAGE,  &  c. 


LETTER  I. 


DEAR  HAMLEN, 

WHEN  I  took  leave  of  thee  at  my  departure  from  Londonj  ^ 
thou  prefledft  me  with  all  the  warmth  of  friendfhip,  to  Auguft. 
fend  thee  not  only  a  defcription  of  every  country  and  place  I  might  3  * 
have  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  but  a  minute  account  of  every 
circumftance,  however  trivial,  that  fhould  occur  during  my  naval 
peregrination.  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fulfil  thy  requefl:  with  the 
greateft  pleafure,  and  that  not  only  for  thy  amufement,  but  for 
the  employment  of  my  own  leifure  hours.  As  thy  nautical  excur- 
fions,  if  I  miftake  not,  never  reached  farther  than  Deptford  or 
Black-wall,  I  am  lefs  apprehenfive  of  any  blunders  I  may  make  in 
the  ufe  of  terms  relating  to  navigation,  as  it  will  not  be  in  thy 
power  to  laugh  at  my  expence ;  and  I  know  thy  generofity  too  well, 
to  think  thee  capable  of  expofing  my  ignorance  to  the  ridicule 
2  -  A  of 


i 


S  AVOYAGETOTHE 

1785.  of  profefiional  men.  However,  what  I  may  fend,  whether  good 
‘Auguit^  or  ■yv’ill,  I  hatter  myfelf,  be  acceptable  to  thee,  if  for  no  other 
reafon  but  that  it  comes  from  affuredly  thine, 

W.  B. 

Gravesend,  1 
29thAuguft.  5 


LETTER  II. 


DEAR  HAMLEN, 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  inform  thee  of  any  fea  occurrences,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  mention  a  few  previous  particulars,  for 
thy  better  information.  Before  I  came  on  board,  my  idea  of  the 
Voyage  was  fo  very  imperfect,  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  give 
thee  any  notion  of  our  deftination.  I  now  can  tel]  thee,  that 
during  the  late  Captain  Cook’s  laft  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  it 
was  found  that  it  would  be  eafily  practicable  to  eftablifh  a  valu¬ 
able  Fur  Trade  on  the  American  Coaft,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  to 
great  advantage  at  China.  Though  this  was  fo  long  fince  as  the 
year  1780,  yet  the  profecution  of  any  plan  lay  dormant  till  Spring 
laft,  when  a  fet  of  gentlemen  procured  a  charter  from  the  South 
Sea  Company,  and  were  incorporated  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
carrying  on  this  trade  to  the  beft  advantage  ;  to  facilitate  which, 
they  purchafed  two  veftels,  and  got  them  ready  for  failing  with, 
all  expedition.  1 
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The  larger  fhip  is  called  the  King  George,  and  commanded  by  1785. 
Captain  Portlock  (who  is  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  voyage)  and  AuSu- 
the  fmaller  veffel  (which  I  am  on  board)  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
commanded  by  Captain  Dixon. 

Thefe  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  the  command  of  this  expe¬ 
dition  with  peculiar  propriety,  not  only  as  able  navigators,  but 
(having  been  this  voyage  with  Captain  Cook)  they  well  knew  what 
parts  of  the  Continent  were  likely  to  afford  us  the  belt  trade  ;  and 
could  alfo  form  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  temper  and  difpolition  of 
the  natives  :  add  to  this,  they  are  men  of  feeling  and  humanity, 
and  pay  the  mod:  ftridl  attention  to  the  health  of  their  fhips  com¬ 
panies,  a  circumifance  of  the  utmolf  confequence  in  a  voyage  of 
fuch  length  as  this  feems  likely  to  be.  Having  premifed  thus  far, 

I  fhall  proceed  to  acquaint  thee  of  every  circumifance  relating  to 
the  Voyage  5  but  having  an  opportunity  of  forwarding  this,  I  have 
only  time  to  fay,  that  I  am  well  and  truly  thine, 

W.  B. 

Gravesend,  7 
29th  Auguft.  3 


LETTER  III. 

t 

* 

IG  O  T  on  board  the  Queen  on  Saturday  evening,  the  27th 
Augulf,  and  was  received  with  great  civility  by  my  mefs-mates, 
who  were  the  Firft,  Second,  and  Third  Mates,  the  Surgeon,  and 
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1785.  the  Captain’s  Clerk.  The  Do61or  (a  young  Scotchman  of  two 
Augurt*  and  twenty)  very  kindly  explained  to  me  the  nature  and  ceconomy 
of  our  mefs,  and  every  other  particular  as  far  as  time  would  permit. 
When  bed-time  came  on,  I  was  in  a  fad  dilemma,  foi  my  cot  had 
been  fent  by  miflake  on  board  the  King  George j  but  my  fiiend 
the  Do6tor  very  kindly  offered  me  part  of  his,  which  I  accepted 
with  reludfance,  as  I  was  fenfible  it  would  greatly  incommode 
him  :  however,  we  made  tolerable  fhift.  About  midnight,  the  cot 
broke  down,  and  my  fituation  was  truly  difagreeable ;  but  I  chofe 
to  bear  it  patiently,  rather  than  difturb  my  companion  ;  but  “  the 
grey  morn  in  ruffet  mantle  clad,”  was  never  more  welcome  to  any 
one,  than  the  approach  of  this  was  to  me. 

The  fituation  of  life  which  I  am  now  entering  upon,  being 
altogether  new  to  me,  1  muff  inform  thee  of  the  plan  I  have  laid 
down  for  the  regulation  of  my  future  condudt  5  and  I  hope  thou 
wilt  join  with  me  in  thinking  it  the  mold  probable  method  of 
fecuring  to  myfelf  a  tolerable  fhare  of  happinefs  and  tranquility 
during  my  voyage.  As  I  am  a  perfeft  ff ranger  to  every  perfon  on 
board,  and  equally  fo  to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  a  fea-faring 
life,  I  am  determined  to  affimilate  myfelf  as  much  as  poffible  to 
both,  or,  as  Chefterfield  phrafes  it,  to  be  “  All  things  to  all  men." 
This,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  no  eafy  talk,  but  furely  the  objeft  in 
view  is  well  worth  any  pains  I  can  take  to  attain  it. 

I  know  thee  to  be  fo  fond  of  chara6fers,  that  thou  art  already 
impatient  to  be  acquainted  with  thofe  of  my  fhip-mates  ;  but 
don’t  be  too  much  in  a  hurry ;  at  a  future  opportunity  I  perhaps 
may  oblige  thee  with  an  attempt  of  the  defcriptive  kind. 


Our 
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Our  pilot  being  come  on  board,  and  every  thing  being  ready  for  1785. 
failing,  we  weighed  anchor  on  the  29th,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn-  A 

ing,  and  flood  down  the  river  for  Gravefend.  The  profpedl  on 
each  fide  the  river,  though  not  fo  enriched  with  gentlemen’s  feats, 
or  pleafure  grounds,  as  beyond  London  the  other  way,  is  truly 
{dealing  :  it  affords  many  extenfive  views,  which  are  agreeably 
variegated,  and  inconteflibly  prove,  that  Nature  alone  is  often 
fuperior  to  the  utmofl  refinements  of  Art.  The  wind  and  tide 
being  in  our  favour,  we  came  to  anchor  at  Gravefend  about  two 
o’clock.  Near  this  place  is  Tilbury  Fort,  the  fight  of  which 
reminded  me  of  G.  A.  Stevens’s  Politician,  in  his  celebrated  Lec¬ 
ture  on  Heads.  After  dinner,  I  went  with  the  Surgeon  in  one  of 
our  boats  to  Gravefend,  to  purchafe  fome  neceffaries  for  our  mefs, 
and  to  gratify  my  curiofity  with  a  fight  of  the  place  :  but  I  can 
give  thee  no  farther  defcription  of  it,  than  that  the  flreets  are 
narrow  and  dirty,  and  the  inhabitants  chiefly  thofe  who  gain  a 
livelihood  by  employment  either  at  fea  or  on  the  river. 

Though  we  were  got  thus  far,  yet  our  voyage  had  like  to  have 
been  greatly  retarded,  on  the  following  account.  The  articles  of 
agreement  being  read  to  the  people  this  evening,  they  refufed  to 
fign  them  without  a  greater  advance  of  wages  than  is  ufually 
given ;  but  this  Captain  Portlock  abfolutely  refufed  to  comply 
with,  and  after  reafoning  with  them  fome  time,  they  chearfully 
agreed  to  proceed  on  the  voyage  :  thus,  by  the  addrefs  of  Captain 
Portlock,  was  this  hiatus  got  over,  which  otherwife  would  have 
proved  very  difagreeable,  and  poffibly  have  loft  us  the  feafon. 

On  the  30th  in  the  morning,  the  people  of  both  fhips  were  paid 
what  wages  were  due  to  them,  together  with  a  month’s  advance, 
which  they  prefently  laid  out  in  purchafing  neceffaries  of  the  flop- 

boats 
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1785.  boats  that  came  along-fide  us,  and  who  never  fail  to  attend  on 
^uguit'  thefe  occafions,  well  knowing  that  a  proper  labor  can  never  go  to 
fea  with  a  fate  confcience,  whilft  he  lias  any  money  in  his  pocket. 
The  tide  ferving  about  eleven  o’clock,  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
flood  for  the  Downs.  The  water  now  began  to  have  a  greenifh 
call,  and  the  {hip  having  a  good  deal  of  motion,  I  began  to  feel 
myfelf  rather  lick,  but  it  prefently  went  off,  and  I  never  felt  any 
thing  of  it  afterwards,  which  was  rather  extraordinary,  as  there 
are  few  frefh-water  tailors  who  are  not  troubled  with  fea-ficknefs. 
The  perfpeftive  might  now  be  faid  to  have  rather  a  nautical  ap¬ 
pearances  as  our  diftance  from  fhore  was  confiderable,  though  we 
never  loft  fight  of  land. 

The  day  was  agreeable  and  pleafant,  and  we  came  to  anchor 
about  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  without  any  material  occur¬ 
rence,  near  Margate,  that  place  fo  much  frequented  in  the  feafon 
by  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  better  fort  of  London  citizens, 
who  refort  here  for  the  purpofes  of  drinking  fea-water,  wafhing 
away  the  fmoke  and  duff  of  London,  aping  the  manners  of  people 
in  high  life,  pulling  to  pieces  the  reputation  of  their  neighbours, 
and  carefully  concealing  any  flaws  in  their  own.  The  wind  being 
fair,  we  again  weighed  anchor  early  in  the  morning,  and  after  a 
pleafant  day’s  fail,  brought  to  a-breaft  of  Deal  in  the  evening. 

The  fituation  of  Deal  is  pleafant  enough,  and  particularly  con¬ 
venient  for  the  contraband  trade,  which  is  carried  on  here  to  a 
very  great  extent,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  the  Downs,  and  the 
fhelter  it  affords  for  homeward-bound  fhips.  Add  to  this,  the 
inhabitants  are  men  of  a  mo  ft  enterprizing  and  undaunted  fpirit, 
defpifing  all  dangers,  and  will  flick  at  nothing  to  accomplifh  any 
thing  they  undertake.  Indeed  no  man  can  be  a  compleat  fmuggler 
without  thefe  charadleriftics. 


The 
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The  wind  being  again#  us,  we  lay  here  all  the  ift  of  Septem-  1785. 
her ;  but  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  a  favourable  breeze  fpringing  , 

up,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  made  fail.  The  adjoining  coaft  feems 
not  to  be  in  a  high  hate  of  cultivation  j  yet  at  times  it  affords 
very  agreeable  profpedts,  particularly  Dover,  and  its  vicinity.  I 
could  not  behold  the  Caftle  without  calling  to  mind  that  cele¬ 
brated  defcription  of  the  profpedt  from  it  in  our  immortal  Shake- 
peace's  King  Lear.  The  day  being  pretty  clear,  we  could  plainly 
fee  the  Coaft  of  France,  and  were  in  full  view  of  Albion’s  chalky 
cliffs,  thofe  objedfs  fo  pleafing  to  a  Tailor,  after  a  long  voyage,  and 
which  I  ardently  hope  to  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  again  beholding 
a  few  years  hence.  We  had  very  little  variety  in  our  progrefs,  till 
the  5th, -when  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind  fprung  up,  and  our  veflel 
was  tolled  about  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves.  Every 
thing  now  was  hurry  and  diforder  5  and  the  creaking  of  the  fhip’s 
timbers,  the  noife  of  the  people  on  deck  running  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  the  howling  of  the  winds  among#  the  mails  and 
yards,  added  to  the  general  confufion.. 

During  this  fcene,  I  kept  below  in  the  fteerage,  in  a  fitua- 
tion,  not  very  agreeable  thou  mayeft  be  fure  :  indeed,  had  I 
given  way  to  the  fir#  impulfes  of  fear,  I  Ihould  have  been  more 
dead  than  alive  ;  but  I  had  recolledlion  enough  to  reflect,  that  our 
Fir#  and  Second  Mates  were  experienced  feamen,'  and  that  if 
we  were  in  any  imminent  danger,  I  fhould  know  it  by  their 
countenances,  which  were  the  barometer  by  which  I  regulated 
my  feelings ;  and  this  prudent  ftep  a  good  deal  lelfened  my 
anxiety,  for  I  learned  from  their  difcourfe  that  they  did  not 
apprehend  any  great  danger,  except  from  a  lee  fhore,  and  we 
had  day-light  in  our  favour,  and  at  a  confiderable  di#ance  from 
land.  Towards  the  evening  the  ftorm  abated,  which  eafed  my 
apprehenfions,  and  I  ventured  on  deck  5  but,  good  God  !  how  was 

I  amazed 
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1785.  I  amazed  to  fee  the  fea  rolling  in  billows  mountains  high,  and 
September.  roar*ng  *n  a  moft  tremendous  manner,  every  wave  fufficient  to 

fwallow  up  our  little  veflel. 

The  next  day  the  waters  had  recovered  their  ufual  ferenity,  and 
all  Nature  feemed  to  be  as  it  were  renovated.  How  forcible  is 
that  fimile  of  the  good  old  Patriarch,  when  defcribing  the  fickle- 
nefs  of  his  fon  :  “  He  fhall  be  (fays  he)  unftable  as  water.’" 

Thou  wilt  forgive  me  thefe  trifling  digreffions  j  when  they  rife  to 
the  end  of  my  pen,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion)  I  never 
check  them  ;  and  thou,  perhaps,  wilt  like  them  better  than  the 
mofl  fludied  paragraphs. 

My  letter  feems  fwelled  to  an  unreafonable  length,  therefore  I 
fhall  only  obferve  at  prefent,  that  we  came  to  anchor  at  this  place 
on  the  8th  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  very  agreeable  day’s  fail. 
Thou  mayeft  expeft  a  further  continuation  the  firfl  opportunity 
Thine,  &c. 

W.  B. 

Spithead,  7 
9th  September.  ] 


LETTER  IV. 


place  is  fituated  betwixt  Portfmouth  and  the  Ifle  of 
J.  Wight,  and  is  about  eight  or  ten  miles  over.  It  is  only  a 
harbour  for  vefTels  that  drop  in  occahonally,  or  fuch  of  his  Ma- 
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jelly  s  fhips  as  are  deftined  for  immediate  fervice.  The  place  for  17^5* 
veflels  that  aie  laid  up,  or  repairing,  being  up  a  narrow  creek,  '  ^  w  _f 
which  divides  Portfmouth  from  Gofport. 

One  of  the  firft  objedls  that  prefented  itfelf  to  my  view,  on  our 
firft  coming  to  anchor,  was  the  mails  of  the  Royal  George,  which 
fhip,  thou  mayeft  remember,  went  to  the  bottom  a  few  years  ago. 

It  is  a  melancholy  refle&ion,  that  near  fifteen  hundred  poor  fouls 
fhould  perifh  in  a  moment,  many  of  whom  were  of  the  firft  fami¬ 
lies.  There  are  a  number  of  line  of  battle  fhips  at  anchor  here,  the 
fight  of  which  is  quite  a  novelty  to  me  ;  but  that  which  renders  the 
profpedl  from  hence  completely  charming,  is  the  beautiful  land- 
fcape  which  the  Ifle  of  Wight  affords.  Nothing  in  Nature  can 
prefent  a  more  deledlable  appearance,  than  the  enchanting  verdure 
of  its  fields  and  meadows.  I  can  fay  nothing  of  its  infulated  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  am  told,  that  it  is  at  leaft  equal  to  the  coaft  j  iffo, 

it  muft  be  a  moft  defirable  refidence  for  thofe  who  are  fond  of  a 
country  retirement. 

Spithead  is  a  moft  excellent  market  for  the  farmer  to  difpofe  of 
his  various  produce,  the  number  of  fhips  conftantly  lying  here 
confuming  more  than  they  can  poffibly  furnifli  them  with,  and 
for  which  they  in  general  obtain  good  prices,  (particularly  in  time 
of  war)  though  we  laid  in  both  iive  ftock  and  other  neceflaries  for 
our  mefs  very  leafonable,  fuch  as  hogs,  geefe,  fowls,  rabbits,  ducks, 
and  hams  j  cheefe,  butter,  onions,  potatoes,  &c.  &c. 

Amongft  the  men  of  war  at  anchor  here,  is  the  Goliah,  of  74 
guns.  Captain  Sir  Hyde  Parker.  Mr.  Lauder,  (our  Surgeon)  had 
been  Surgeons  Mate  on  board  her,  and  having  a  number  of  ac¬ 
quaintance  there,  he  very  kindly  invited  me  to  go  on  board  along 
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Scptemb-r  ^ou  mayeft  be  fare  that  I  was  greatly  pleafed  with 

l — - /  fuch  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  my  curiofity,  and  readily  accept¬ 

ed  his  invitation.  We  were  on  board  feveral  hours,  but  I  am  too 
great  a  novice  in  fea  matters  to  give  thee  any  tolerable  defcription 
of  a  man  of  war  :  indeed  I  had  it  not  in  my  power,  if  I  had  ability, 
for,  being  an  abfolute  ff ranger  to  every  body,  (the  Dodior  totally 
engroffed  by  his  old  fhip-mates)  I  could  not  with  propriety  afk 
any  particular  queftions.  Thus  far  I  can  tell  thee,  that  the  decks, 
and  indeed .  every  paffage  and  gangway,  are  kept  as  neat  and 
clean  as  a  good  country  houfewife  would  her  trenchers  :  they 
have  not  near  fo  many  people  on  board  as  in  time  of  war,  but 
even  then,  I  am  told  they  are  equally  attentive  in  regard  to  clean- 
linefs.  This,  I  believe,  was  far  from  being  the  cafe  formerly,  till 
abfolute  neceffity  convinced  them  of  its  utility.  In  abfolute 
governments  one,  perhaps,  might  fee  inferior  ranks  of  people  kept 
in  due  fubordination,  though  an  Engliftiman  can  ill  brook  it, 
liberty  and  freedom  being  with  him  innate  principles  ;  but  the 
Captain  of  a  man  of  war  is,  I  underftand,  more  abfolute  than  the 
moft  defpotic  monarch.  Prudence  may,  fometimes,  make  this 
exertion  of  power  neceflary,  as  a  man  of  war,  (like  a  common 
fewer)  is  the  receptacle  for  the  moft  profligate  and  abandoned  of 
mankind.  V/e  dined  on  board,  along  with  upwards  of  twenty 
Midfhipmen,  Doctor’s  Mates,  &c.  and  every  thing  was  conduced 
with  the  utmoft  regularity  and  decorum,  accompanied  with  a' 
politenefs  which  I  was  far  from  expecting  at  fea,  and  which,  I 
believe,  is  not  always  the  cafe ;  harmony  and  decorum,  nay,  com¬ 
mon  decency,  being  pietty  often  kicked  out  of  doors.  In  regard 
to  Port fmou th  I  can  fay  but  little,  being  there  only  a  few  hours. 

I  am.  told  it  is  the  belt  fortified  of  any  place  in  the  kingdom,  and  I' 
am  apt  to  believe  it.  Exclufive  of  the  dock-yard,  and  other  pub¬ 
lic  works  carried  on  here,  the  town  is  inconfiderable,  though  it  i? 

1  the 
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the  larged:  in  this  part  of  the  country.  In  time  of  war,  the  people 
at  inns,  and  places  of  public  refort,  are  particularly  exorbitant 
in  their  charges,  finding,  I  fuppofe,  that  proverb  verified,  that 
“  Sailors  get  their  money  like  horfes,  and  fpend  it  like  afles.”  This 
however,  is  not  always  the  cafe,  for  I  fupped  and  fpent  a  very  con¬ 
vivial  evening  with  our  Firfl  Mate,  and  a  relation  of  Captain 
Dixon’s,  at  the  Star  and  Garter,  which  is  reckoned  one  of  the 
dearefl  houfes,  and  we  found  every  accommodation  excellent,  and 
their  charges  very  moderate.  Here  are  a  number  of  Jews,  who 
principally  live  in  one  flreet,  called  Jews-dreet,  and  a  great  many 
proilitutes  of  the  lowed;  clafs,  who  always  have  a  plentiful  harvefl 
in  time  of  war,  from  the  wages  and  prize-money  of  unwary 
failors. 


n  J7^5* 
September. 


Our  bufinefs  at  this  place  (fuch  as  filling  up  our  water,  pro¬ 
curing  fhip’s  flores,  &c.)  being  compleated,  we  fliall  fail  from 
hence  the  firfl  fair  wind ;  but  thou  mayefl  expedt  a  continuation 
from  Guernfey,  at  which  place  we  fhall  touch. 

Adieu,  thine,  &c.  W.  B. 

Spithead,  7 
14th  Sept.  3 


LETTER  V. 

AGREEABLY  to  my  promife,  I  now  fit  down  to  give  thee 
a  continuation  of  our  progrefs,  though  it  blows  fo  very 
hard,  and  the  fhip  has  fo  much  motion,  (notwithflanding  our 
being  at  double  anchor)  that  I  fcarcely  can  write  intelligibly.  We 
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1785.  left  Spithead  on  the  16th  infl.  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
September.  b  St.  Helen>s  at  eleven;  but  the  pvind  proving  contrary, 

and  the  weather  wet  and  hazy,  we  returned  to  St.  Helen’s  Road, 
and  came  to  anchor  there  in  the  evening.  At  feven  the  next 
morning  we  weighed,  and  made  fail.  The  weather  dunng  this, 
and  the  two  following  days,  was  moderate,  and  the  winds  variable. 
On  board  the  King  George  were  feveral  ladies,  who  were  going  to 
Guernfey  on  a  jaunt  of  pleafure  ;  and  a  cutter,  from  Gofport, 
belonging  to  our  owners,  accompanied  us  for  the  purpofe  of  bring¬ 
ing  them  back.  On  the  19th,  in  the  evening,  we  were  at  anchor 
with  what  is  called  the  kedge,  (which  is  one  of  the  fmall  anchors) 
and  the  cutter  was  moored  to  our  flern  with  a  flout  rope ;  but 
though  the  weather  was  very  moderate,  the  tide  run  fo  flrong, 
that  the  rope  prefently  broke,  and  the  cutter  ran  adrift :  the  fluke 
of  our  anchor  was  likewife  carried  away  ;  this,  however,  was 
attended  with  no  great  inconveniency.  Though  I  am  fo  young  a 
failor,  yet  I  had  already  been  in  fome  danger,  as  thou  mayefl  recoi¬ 
led  when  we  had  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  off  Beachy ;  and  I  was 
again  deftined  to  be  in  a  much  worfe  fituation,  from  quite  a  con¬ 
trary  caufe,  viz.  a  calm.  This,  to  one  like  thee,  will  feem  a 
paradox,  as  you  people  who  never  Jaw  fait  water  mufl  needs  think  it 
the  befl  weather  when  the  fky  is  clear,  and  the  water  fmooth.  On 
the  20th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  faw  the  Cafketts,  which  are  a  heap 
of  rocks,  fo  called  by  failors,  on  account,  I  fuppofe,  of  their  like- 
nefs.  Thefe  rocks  have  been,  perhaps,  more  fatal  to  mariners, 
than  ever  were  the  famed  Scylla  and  Charibdis  of  the  ancients. 
The  tide  drifted  us  right  upon  them  :  we  were  quite  becalmed,  fo 
that  our  veffel  was  unmanageable ;  and  at  eight  in  the  evening, 
they  were  within  little  more  than  a  mile  of  us  :  we  had  foundings 
indeed  in  eighteen  or  twenty  fathom  water,  but  the  bottom  was 
nothing  but  fharp  rocks,  fo  that  had  we  been  reduced  to  theuecef- 
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fity  of  letting  go  our  anchor  ;  there  was  fcarcely  a  pofiibility  of  1785. 
its  doing  us  any  fervice ;  but  at  nine  o’clock  the  tide  turned,  and  Sfptemb^j 
all  our  apprehenfions  were  quickly  over.  This  circumRance  will 
at  once  fhew  thee,  that  calms,  when  near  land,  are  oft  times  more 
dangerous  than  violent  gales  of  wind. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  about  one  o’clock,  our  owners  brought  us  a  pilot 
on  board  (the  harbour  of  Guernfey  being  right  a-head  of  us)  to 
take  us  in ;  and  it  was  rather  a  laughable  circumRance,  that  the 
man  pietended  he  could  not  fpeak  any  Englilh,  and  we  had  nobody 
on  board  who  underRood  French  j  but  we  foon  found  Monfieur 
knew  fomething  of  Englilh,  when  he  underRood,  that  if  he  was 

ignorant  of  our  language,  we  muft  provide  ourfelves  with  another 
pilot. 

We  came  to  anchor  in  Guernfey  Road  about  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  the  weather  wet  and  hazy.  Thou  wilt  expert  me  to  fay 
fomething  about  this  place,  and  I  fhall  give  thee  every  information 
in  my  power  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  though  my  account  will 
be  much  more  circumfcribed  than  I  could  wifhj  notwithRanding 
this,  thou  mayeR  be  allured,  that  for  the  fake  of  fwelling  my  nar- 
rative,  I  never  will  forlake  the  regions  of  truth,  or  overleap  the 
bounds  of  probability.  On  a  rock  entirely  furrounded  by  water, 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  town,  Rands  the  CaRle,  but 
its  appearance  has  nothing  of  that  Gothic  caR,  which  edifices  of  that 
kind  generally  have  5  it  is  exceeding  low,  and  I  fancy  very  ancient, 
the  greater  part  having  been  recently  repaired,  which  makes  it  look 
like  a  piece  of  patch-work.  It  is  defended  by  a  number  of  guns, 
and  a  guard  of  foldiers  ;  but  what  quantity  of  each  I  cannot  in¬ 
form  thee.  It  is  likewife  the  prifon  for  all  the  ifland,  either  in 
civil,  or  criminal  cafes.  The  only  thing  to  recommend  the  Road 
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1785.  where  we  lay,  as  a  place  for  fliips  to  anchor  in  is,  its  excellent 
September.  bottom  .  jn  other  refpecls,  the  fituation  is  very  bad,  being  very 
U’""~v  much  expofed  to  the  winds ;  but  the  inhabitants  have  an  excellent 
place  clofe  to  the  town,  for  their  own  veflels  to  lay  in,  well  fecuied 
again  ft  any  violent  wind  or  weather  whatfoever.  Guernfey  is 
fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  pretty  fteep  hill,  with  a  ftony,  or  rather 
rocky  bottom  :  it  confifts  of  feveral  ftreets,  which  are  dark,  nar¬ 
row,  and  inconvenient,  but  always  clean,  not  only  on  account  of 
their  hard  bottom,  but  alfo  their  declivity  5  fo  that  any  dirt  or 
filth  is  always  waihed  away  by  the  laft  fhower  of  rain. 


The  houfes  in  general  are  built  of  a  coarfe  kind  of  free-ftone, 
and  feldom  appear  commodious,  but  never  elegant  :  indeed  con¬ 
venience  alone  feems  to  have  been  principally  attended  to,  even  in 
the  1110ft  modern  ones.  The  ifland,  I  believe,  is  not  very  populous, 
and  1110ft  of  the  inhabitants  are  brought  up  to  a  fea-faring  life ; 
fo  that  the  place,  not  affording  every  neceffary  of  life  in  plenty, 
may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  proper  want  of  cultivation,  moie  than 
itsmatural  fterihty.  This  inconvenience  is  little  felt,  as  the  Guern¬ 
fey  cruizers,  being  always  on  the  coaft  of  England,  (whole  fertile 
plains  fo  amply  reward  the  careful  farmer’s  toil)  bring  back  every 
thing  they  want  at  a  cheap  rate. 

The  merchants  who  refide  at  Guernfey  are  pretty  numerous, 
and  fome  of  them  confiderable.  In  time  of  war,  they  fit  out  a 
number  of  privateers,  and,  in  general,  are  pretty  fuccefsfulj  but  I 
am  Inclined  to  think,  that  a  love  of  gain  prompts  them  to  thefe 
undertakings  more  than  love  of  their  country.  In  regard  to  their 
trade,  it  is  chiefly  of  the  contraband  kind,  and  that  on  a  very  exten- 
five  plan,  not  being  confined  to  their  neighbours,  the  French  alone, 
but  extending  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Streights.  In  their  reli- 
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gion,  (which  is  the  Church  of  England)  they  are,  I  am  told,  very  1785. 
exact,  and  pay  a  moil  rtridl  attention  to  the  obfervance  of  the  Sab-  Sleptember; 
bath  :  this  thou  wilt  fay  but  ill  agrees  with  their  living  in  con- 
ftant  violation  of  laws  both  divine  and  human.  Iam  rather  of 
the  fame  opinion  5  but  I  endeavour  to  reconcile  thefe  contradidfions, 
by  fuppofmg  that  the  text  of  fcripture  about  tc  rendering  unto 
Csefar,  &c.”  is  left  out  of  their  edition  of  the  Bible  5  and  that 
liberty,  property,  and  no  excife ,  is  the  fundamental  axiom  of  their 
Magna  Charta.  One  benefit  which  they  reap  from  their  encoun¬ 
ters  with  the  myrmidons  from  the  Englifii  Cufloms  is,  that  know¬ 
ing  they  are  acting  contrary  to  law,  their  men  become  totally  cal¬ 
lous  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  being  thus  entirely  diverted 
of  the  milk  of  human  kindnefs*  they  fight  like  devils ;  and  this 
may,  in  a  great  meafure,  account  for  the  great  fuccefs  the  Guernfey 
privateers  generally  meet  with.  Wines,  brandy,  &c.  See.  are  the 
principal  commodities  they  traffick  in.  Thefe  articles,  thou  well 
knowert,  pay  heavy  duties  in  England,  therefore  are  bell:  worth 
their  attention.  Till  lately  the  article  of  tea  was  a  kind  of  rtaple 
commodity  here,  but  Mr.  Pitt’s  late  bill  having  fo  greatly  lowered 
the  duties,  it  is  no  longer  an  objedt  worth  their  attention.  What 
few  women  I  faw  were  very  ordinary  ;  indeed  it  was  no  eafy  mat¬ 
ter  to  tell  what  complexion  they  were  of,  fo  liberally  were  they 
bedaubed  with  paint  and  powder.  Their  language  feems  to  be  a 
mixture  of  bad  French,  with  a  provincial  dialed!,  which  renders  it 
unintelligible  jargon  to  every  body  but  themfelves  ;  however,  the 
greater  part  of  the  people  in  town  fpeak  pretty  good  Englifh; 

Gur  principal  bufinefs  here  was  to  take  fome  articles  from  the 
King  George  on  board  our  vefiel,  an<d  to  lay  in  a  ftock  of  liquor 
for  the  people  during  the  voyage,  both  which  are  compleated,  and 
we  only  wait  for  a  fair  wind  to  weigh  anchor,  and  proceed  on  our 


voyage. 
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1785.  voyage.— -Heigh-ho — I  cannot  help  fighing  to  think  what  a  dif- 


LETTER  VI. 


AT  the  conclufion  of  my  lab  I  informed  thee,  that  we  only 
waited  for  a  fair  wind  to  leave  Guernfey,  which  fortunately 
happened  the  next  day,  viz.  the  26th  September,  when  we  weighed 
and  made  fail.  On  the  27th,  we  faw  feven  iflands,  at  about  feven 
leagues  dibance.  On  the  28th,  fait  provifions  were  ferved  out  to 
the  blip’s  company.  I  already  forefee,  that  in  fulfilling  thy 
requefl  of  mentioning  every  occurrence,  I  fhall  make  my  letters 
nothing  but  a  dull  repetition  of  tirefome  and  uninterebing  circum- 
ftances.  Here  methinks  I  fee  thee  make  a  full  bop,  and  with  a 
fmile,  mutter  to  thyfelf,  <c  What  the  devil  does  the  fellow  mean  ? 
He  furely  has  not  the  vanity  to  think  that  the  beb  of  his  letters 
are  any  thing  elfe  than  a  heap  of  dull,  tedious  buff  ?”  Well,  if 
this  is  thy  opinion,  I  mob  cordially  agree  with  thee :  however, 
were  my  abilities  greater,  it  would  be  out  of  my  power  to  avoid 
tautology  at  all  times.  On  the  30th,  grog  was  ferved  out,  which 
made  all  hands  look  brilk  and  chearful :  thou  art  not  to  imagine 
that  I  include  our  mefs  in  this  obfervation,  as  we  had  a  plentiful 
bock  of  our  own,  independent  of  the  blip’s  allowance.  We  had 
a  brong  gale  of  wind  ftnce  our  leaving  Guernfey  :  this  I  was 
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familiar  to.  Before  I  mention  a  circumfrance  that  happened  on  1785. 
Sunday  the  2d  of  October,  I  mult  inform  thee  that  we  keep  the  ,Q^obg^ 
Sabbath-day  in  a  decent  and  orderly  manner 3  all  hands  appearing, 
as  the  Spectator  fays  of  country  villages  on  the  fame  occafion, 

“  with  their  cleaned:  looks  and  belt  cloaths,  clearing  away  the  ruft 
of  the  week/'  and  employ  themfelves  in  reading  good  books,  no 
duty  being  carried  on  that  can  be  avoided. 

On  the  2d,  about  noon,  one  of  the  people  faw  fomething  at  a 
diltance,  floating  on  the  water ;  this  immediately  excited  every 
one’s  curioflty,  and  we  wilhed  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  it,  but 
having  little  or  no  wind,  the  fliip  would  not  obey  the  helm  :  we 
prepared  to  hoiA  out  our  boat,  but  the  tackles  for  that  purpole 
were  not  at  hand.  In  this  dilemma,  feveral  of  the  people  wiflied 
to  jump  over-board,  in  order  to  fee  what  had  fo  engaged  our 
attention,  and  to  fave  it  if  worth  the  trouble.  At  firA  Captain 
Dixon  objected  to  this,  for  fear  of  fharks,  or  other  accidents  3  but 
there  was  no  alternative,  as  the  expeCted  prize  drifted  from  us 
every  moment  3  fo  giving  leave,  two  of  the  people  were  in  the  fea 
in  a  moment,  and  found  it  to  be  a  large  calk,  entirely  covered 
with  a  kind  of  fhell-fifh,  called  barnacles.  They  prefently  brought 
it  along-fide,  and  wedioiAed  it  on  board.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
it  had  been  in  the  water  a  long  time,  as  the  fifli  were  with  difficulty 
fcraped  off,  having  nearly  eat  holes  through  the  calk  :  on  exami¬ 
nation  it  proved  to  be  a  hogfliead  of  claret.  This  might  juAly 
be  reckoned  an  acquifition,  yet  it  is  a  melancholy  reflection  to 
think,  that  no  veflel  would  part  with  it  but  in  thegreateA  exigency, 
and  that  we  only  profited  by  the  diArefs  of  others. 

Till  the  13th,  nothing  particular  occurred  3  (we  had  feen  Arange 
fliips  at  two  or  three  different  times,  but  not  near  enough  to  dif- 
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cern  what  country  they  were  from)  but  early  in  the  morning  wc 
faw  the  Ifland  of  Porto  Santo,  at  about  fix  leagues  diftance  >  (thou 
art  to  underftand,  that  a  league  at  fea  is  three  miles)  and  Madeira 
fomething  nearer :  the  day  being  very  fine  and  clear,  we  kept 
ftanding  along  the  fhore,  within  a  mile  of  the  land.  This  ifland, 
fo  famous  in  the  commercial,  or  I  might  rather  fay,  voluptuous 
world,  for  its  wine,  appears  mountainous,  but  not  difagreeably  fo, 
as  the  land  Hopes  down  by  gentle  declivities  to  the  water’s  edge. 
The  numerous  vineyards  teem  with  ripe  cluflers  of  the  juicy  grape,, 
which  feem  to  invite  the  preflure  of  the  careful  vintner ;  thefe  are 
ever  and  anon  interfered  by  various  plantations  of  other  kinds, 
together  with  convents,  and  other  public  edifices,  dedicated  to  reli¬ 
gious  feclufion,  which  appear  to  be  very  numerous  here,  and  put 
me  in  mind  of  Foote’s  Mother  Cole,  when  fhe  complains  of  the 
cruel  villains  “  immuring  for  life  fuch  fweet  young  things,  See.” 
Funchall,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  appears  very  full  of  places 
dedicated  to  public  worfhip  j  and  the  ftreets  feem  regular.  With 
this  thou  muft  be  contented,  for  I  have  no  other  opportunity  of 
feeing  it  than  through  a  perfpedtive  glafs,  at  three  miles  diftance. 


When  I  firft  began  to  write,  I  was  not  certain  whether  fortune 
would  favour  me  with  an  opportunity  of  fending  it  from  Madeira, 
but  on  our  coming  a-breaft  of  this  bay,  we  found  here  two  of  his 
Majefty’s  fhips,  bound  for  England ;  and  we  are  now  laying  to, 
whilft  the  packets  are  getting  ready. 

If  I  recollect  right,  when  I  firft  gave  thee  an  account  of  opr 
veflels,  and  their  deftination,  I  did  not  mention  what  number  of 
hands  we  had  on  board.  In  our  fhip  we  are  thirty-two  in  all, 
including  Captain  Dixon.  On  board  the  King  George,  they  are 
nearly  (if  not  quite)  double  that  number  5  but  fome  of  them  are 
1  mere 
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mere  children,  and  belong  to  people  of  confequence,  who,  intend-  178 5. 
ing  them  for  the  fea,  I  fuppofe,  thought  they  could  not  do  better  Q^°bcr^ 
than  embrace  this  opportunity  of  initiating  them  early  in  their 
profeffion ;  to  do  which  more  compleatly,  Captain  Portlock  has  on 
board  a  youth  from  the  Mathematical  School  in  Chrift’s  Hofpital 
to  inftruft  them  in  the  theoretical,  wljilft  he  teaches  them  the 
practical  part  of  navigation. 


Amongft  the  “  changes  and  chances  of  this  mortal  life,”  behold 
thy  friend,  doomed  to  fpend  fome  years  of  his,  if  Providence  allows 
him  to  exift,  entirely  fecluded  from  the  bufy  world.  To  the  her¬ 
mit,  this  might  perhaps  be  a  defirable  event :  I  cannot  fay  that  is 
by  any  means  the  cafe  with  me.  Thou  mayeft,  indeed,  fay,  that  I 
am  not  entirely  divefled  of  the  comforts  of  fociety ; — true — but 
thou  art  to  underfland,  that  I  have  very  little  converfation  with 
any  except  my  mefs-mates  5  and  as  failors  generally  introduce 
falt-water  fubje<5ts,  and  thofe  handled  fo  as  to  fhew  they  have 
excluded  logic  from  their  fludies,  my  entertainment  cannot  be 
great. 


I  frequently  walk  the  deck  for  four  hours,  without  fpeaking  as 
many,  words :  at  thefe  times  my  thoughts  are  employed  on  a 
-variety  of  fubje&s,  and  I  propofe  committing  them  to  paper,  both 
for  my  amufement,  and  to  have  the  pleafure  of  thy  remarks,  which 
I  beg  thee  always  freely  to  make.  Our  Captain’s  letters  are  ready, 
and  the  boat  is  waiting. — Adieu.— Believe  me  thine. 


Punch all-Bay,  (Madrira ) 
14th  Odlobcr. 


} 


W.  B. 
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IF  any  thing  can  exceed  the  pleafure  I  have  in  writing  to  thee, 
it  is  that  I  have  juft  experienced,  viz.  the  fetting  my  feet  on 
terra  firma.  By  this  thou  wilt  conclude  I  have  been  on  fhore, 
and  confequently  expe6l  a  defcription  of  this  Ifland.  As  good  a 
one  as  I  can  give  is  at  thy  fervice  ;  but  let  me  refume  my  narrative 
where  I  laft  left  thee. 

After  fending  our  letters  on  board  his  Majefty’s  fliip,  we  left 
Funchall-Bay,  and  fteered  for  this  place,  with  moderate  breezes, 

and  fine  weather. 

/ 

$ 

On  the  1 6th  we  faw  Palma  and  Ferro,  (two  of  the  Canary 
Hlands)  bearing  South  by  Eaft,  at  about  twelve  leagues  diftance. 
Perhaps  thou  wilt  fmile  at  my  mentioning  the  bearings  and  dif- 
tances ;  but  give  me  leave  to  tell  thee,  that  it  is  methodical  and 
ieanlan-like :  this,  I  hope,  will  not  only  fecure  me  from  thy  ani- 
madverfions,  but  merit  thy  approbation. 

On  the  19th,  we  were  in  22  degrees  North  latitude,  and  the 
weather  being  pretty  clear,  it  was  very  hot  and  fultry.  Our  decks 
leaked  very  bad,  and  the  carpenters  were  very  bufily  employed  in 
caulking. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  we  faw  the  Ifland  Bonavifta, 
at  feven  leagues  diftance.  If  I  miftake  not  this  is  the  Ifland  which 
the  renowned  Columbus  firft  faw,  when  he  failed  in  queft  of  a  new 

world. 
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world.  At  ten  o'clock  the  I  He  of  Mayo  bore  M,  N.  E.  four  leagues, 
and  St.  Jago,  (our  intended  port)  at  eight  leagues  diftance. 


Gciooer. 

V— . .  rnJ 


Thy  knowledge  in  geography  will  inform  thee,  that  thefe  are 
part  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Elands,  and  are  fubjedt  to  the  Portugueze. 
At  noon  we  came  to  anchor  in  Port  Praya  Bay,  St.  Jago,  in  eight 
fathom  water.  The  extremes  of  the  land  which  forms  the  Bay, 
bore  from  Ea(f  by  South,  to  South-Weft.  The  Caftle  and  Fort, 
North-Weft  by  Weft,  diftance  from  fhore  near  two  miles. 

The  Bland  St.  Jago  is  fituated  in  near  14  degrees  54  minutes 
North  latitude  j  and  23  degrees  29  minutes  Weft  longitude  :  I  can¬ 
not  fpeak  with  any  degree  of  certainty  in  regard  to  its  extent,  but 
I  think  its  utmoft  circumference  cannot  be  one  hundred  miles. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  from  its  fituation,  that  the  climate  is 
very  hot,  and  this  is  greatly  increafed  by  Eafterly  winds,  which 
are  generally  prevalent  here  ;  thefe  conftantly  blowing  from  the 
fandy  defarts  of  Africa,  greatly  add  to  the  natural  heat  of  the  cli¬ 
mate. 

Our  bufmefs  at  this  place- was  to  water  our  veffels,  procure  frefti 
provifions,  and  whatever  neceflaries  the  place  afforded,  that  could 
by  any  means  conduce  to  our  prefent  or  future  accommodation ; 
in  order  to  do  which,  our  Captains  took  the  firft  opportunity  of 
going  on  fhore  to  find  out  the  beft  and  eafieft  method  of  facilN 
tating  their  purpofe. 

The  Commander  of  the  Fort  treated  them  at  firft  in  rather  a 
haughty  manner,  but  on  having  a  trifling  prefent  made  him,  he 
grew  civil,  and  gave  them  leave  to  water  the  fhips  5  this,  it  feems. 


being 


I 
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1785.  being. all  that  is  in  his  power,  all  other  neceflaries  being  furnifhed 

October.  ^  a.portugueze  merchant,  who  refides  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 

from  the  beach. 

Bvery  thing  for  our  difpatching  bufinefs  being  fettled,  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  going  on  fhorewith  our  Captains.  An  old  Negro  (a 
native  of  the  Ifland)  received  us  on  the  beach  j  he  could  fpeak  a 
little  broken  Englifh,  and  on  underftanding  our  bufinefs,  went  along 
with  us  to  the  merchant’s  houfe,  and  proved  very  ferviceable,  for 
none  of  us  knew  a  word  of  Portugueze,  and  he  could  fpeak  no 
Englifh,  fo  that  the  old  man  ferved  as  an  interpreter. 

We  were  received  with  great  civility  and  politenefs,  and  treated 
with  fome  excellent  Madeira,  capilaire,  oranges,  &c.  We  paid  a 
guinea  for  each  veffel,  as  a  kind  of  port  charge,  and  entered  their 
names  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpofe,  together  with  their  defti- 
nation,  and  from  whence  they  came. 

Captain  Portlock  agreed  with  this  gentleman  for  fome  beef,  and 
a  few  other  neceffaries ;  but  our  interpreter  informed  us,  that  the 
country  people  would  furnifhus  with  many  things  we  wanted,  on 
-  cheaper  terms  than  this  gentleman. 

On  going  to  Praya  we  found  a  kind  of  market  held  there,  a 
number  of  people  being  affembled  from  various  parts  of  the  Ifland, 
with  different  articles  to  fell,  fuch  as  hogs,  fheep,  goats,  fowls, 
turkies,  & c.  together  with  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  cocoa-nuts, 
bananas,  a  few  pine-apples,  and  fmall  quantities  of  clayed  fugar, 
which  they  make  up  in  parcels  like  our  bafkets  of  fait.  The  fruit 
of  every  kind  was  fine,  and  peculiarly  acceptable  to  us,  not  only 

becaufe 
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becaufe  they  ferved  in  a  moft  agreeable  manner  to  quench  third,  1785. 
but  likewife  as  they  are  excellent  anti-fcorbutics.  Oaoher.^ 

• 

Of  their  live  Hock,  the  hogs  and  turkies  are  by  far  the  belt ; 
their  goats  and  Iheep  being  very  thin  and  fpare,  and  their  bullocks 
(for  fo  it  feems  they  call  them)  not  fo  large  as  an  Englifh  year-old 
calf;  yet  fo  poor  are  the  people,  that  none  of  them  could  furnilh 
us  with  any  beef,  the  merchant,  it  leems,  being  the  only  perfon 
here  able  to  carry  on  that  traffic.  We  found  old  cloaths  and  toys 
in  greater  eftimation  than  caffi  amongfl  thele  people,  efpecially  in 
exchange  foi  their  lefs  valuable  articles,  fuch  as  goats,  fowls,  fruit, 

&c.  This  was  a  lucky  circumftance  for  us,  as  Englifh  coin  is  not 
current  here;  however,  it  was  neceflary  to  have  feme  caffi,  which 
we  got  by  applying  to  the  merchant,  who  exchanged  our  guineas 
for  Spaniffi  dollars,  giving  us  four  dollars,  equal  here  to  five  ffiil- 
lings  each,  for  a  guinea ;  fo  that  the  courfe  of  exchange  here  is 
nearly  fifteen  per  cent,  againfl  us.  The  beft  way  for  any  Captain 
who  propofes  to  touch  at  this  place  for  a  fupply  of  provifions,  &c. 
would  be,  to  bring  a  few  articles  of  hard-ware,  fuch  as  knives, 
buckles,  razors,  &c.  &c.  thefe  would  fetch  a  good  profit,  and  fur- 
niffi  him  with  whatever  caffi  he  might  want. 

I  have  not  time  to  add  more  at  prefent,  but  will  finiffi  my  ac¬ 
count  of  this  place  in  my  next.  Thine,  &c. 

W  R 

Port-Praya,  (St.  Jaeo.)  1  *  * 

26th  October.  I 
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LETTER  VIII. 

/  % 

INCE  the  date  of  my  laft,  feveral  fhips  have  arrived  here, 
o  viz.  three  fail  from  London,  and  an  American  brig. 

The  American’s  bufinefs,  it  feems,  was  to  pick  up  horfes,  or 
any  cattle  he  could  lay  hands  on  ;  but  none  being  here,  he  weighed 
anchor  after  flaying  a  few  hours.  The  London  vefTels  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Southern  whale  fifhery  ;  one  of  them,  juft  come 
out,  belongs  to  a  Mr.  Montgomery,  in  Prefcott-ftreet,  Goodman’s- 
Fields :  the  brig  I  have  heard  nothing  about ;  and  the  other  blip, 

to _ Hamet,  Efq.  now  Sir  Benjamin  Hamet.  She  is  called 

the  Plamet,  after  her  owner,  and  commanded  by  a  Captain  Clarke, 
who  is  a  good  hearty  kind  of  man,  and  fo  obliging  as  to  take  the 
charge  of  our  letters. 

I  fin  all  now  proceed  to  finifh  what  further  account  I  am  able  to 
give  thee  of  this  place.  The  Fort  and  Caftle,  or  rather  the  paltry 
places  which  ferve  as  an  apology  for  them,  are  fituated  on  an  emi¬ 
nence,  near  half  a  mile  from  the  water-fide,  and  commanded  by  a 
Captain,  with  a  detachment  of  foldiers,  fufficient,  no  doubt,  to  keep 
the  Bland  in  proper  fubjugation,  but  Purely  unable  to  repel  any 
foreign  armament. 

Immediately  behind  this  fortrefs,  on  a  large  plain,  ftands  the 
town  of  Praya,  confifting  of  about  fifty  or  fixty  huts,  ftanding  at 
a  good  diftance  from  each  other,  and  form  a  large  quadrangle, 
where  the  market  is  held  :  near  the  center  is  a  pile  of  ftones, 
t  which 
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which  ferve  as  a  crofs.  Thefe  huts  (for  I  can  call  them  no  better) 
are  built  with  Rones,  without  any  cement,  and  are  perhaps  as 
poorly  conftrudled,  as  the  moft  miferable  out-houfe  belonging  to 
an  Englifh  farmer.  They  confift  only  of  a  ground-floor,  which  is 
generally  divided  into  two,  or  at  moft  three  rooms. 

Beds  aie  a  luxury  not  known  in  general  here,  the  people  fleep- 
ing  on  mats  :  indeed  I  law  one  at  the  merchant’s  before-mentioned, 
but  fcarcely  a  menial  fervant  in  England  would  llcep  in  it. 

The  natives  are  blacks,  and  generally  fervants  to  the  Portugueze, 
many  of  whom  refide  here.  They  profefs  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  of  which  they  feem  very  tenacious.  One  day  when  I  was 
at  Praya,  the  people  were  going  to  public  worfhip,  and,  impelled 
by  curiofity,  I  was  polling  to  the  chapel,  in  order  to  fee  their 
method  of  faying  mafs  ;  but  the  Commander  of  the  Fort  hap¬ 
pening  to  fee  me,  fent  one  of  his  foldiers  to  order  me  back. 
The  Portugueze  behave  kindly  to  ftrangers,  but,  perhaps,  this 
may  proceed  from  interefted  motives,  as  we  went  to  their  houfes 
to  purchafe  fruit,  &c.  A  good  woman  at  one  of  the  houfes  made 
me  a  mefs  of  boiled  Indian  wheat,  mixed  up  with  goat’s  milk,  and 
fweetened  with  fugar,  much  like  a  good  Englifh  houfewife’s  firmity  : 
this  fhe  prefled  me  to  partake  of  with  fo  much  good-nature,  that  I 
could  not  refufe  eating,  and  found  it  a  very  agreeable  mefs.  It 
might  be  imagined  from  the  warmth  of  the  climate,  that  the  fe¬ 
males  are  naturally  amorous  ;  yet  both  the  natives  and  Portugueze 
conftantly  refilled  every  folicitation  of  that  kind  from  our  gentle¬ 
men,  though  they  enforced  their  rhetoric  with  very  tempting  pre- 
fents :  whether  thefe  conftant  denials  proceeded  from  a  real  love 
of  chaftity,  I  fhall  leave  thee  to  determine. 
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V85*  I  judge  the  foil  to  be  much  the  fame  with  that  of  tropical  illands 
L  j  in  general 3  indeed,  were  it  capable  of  improvement  equal  to  that 
of  England,  the  people  are  too  lazy  to  cultivate  it.  I  have  before 
mentioned  the  principal  articles  this  place  produces.  Thefe,  in 
general,  require  little  or  no  labour,  except  the  cultivation  of  In¬ 
dian  wheat,  and  the  manufaturing  the  fmall  quantity  of  fugar- 
cane  which  the  ifland  affords :  from  this  they  make  a  kind  of  fpirit, 
which  is  here  called  rum,  but  by  bailors  aqua  dente.  This  they 
make  into  punch,  and  render  it  palatable  by  infufmg  plenty  of 
lemon,  or  lime-juice  and  fugar. 

This  ifland  abounds  with  goats,  and  their  milk  feems  to  be  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  people’s  fuftenance  3  for  I  obferved  in  all 
the  huts  I  went  into,  bowls  filled  with  it,  and  generally  a  number 
of  cheefes.  I  am  the  more  apt  to  believe  this,  as  I  could  fee  no 
preparations  for  cooking  vituals  in  any  of  the  houfes,  not  even  fo 
much  as  a  fire,  though  I  vifited  many  of  them  at  different  times  of 
the  day. 

The  heat  of  the  climate  requires  but  little  cloathing,  and  in  this 
refpedt  fuits  the  purfes  of  the  inhabitants  3  for  the  few  cloaths 
they  have,  the  foldiers  excepted,  feem  to  be  purchafed  at  fecond- 
hand,  from  {hips  that  touch  here  for  refrefhment.  I  ought  not  to 
include  the  women,  however,  (the  fair  fex  I  had  like  to  have  faid) 
in  this  remark  :  they  wear  a  loofe  wrapper,  of  cotton  manufacture, 
the  produce  of  the  ifland,  generally  ftriped  with  blue,  after  various 
patterns,  as  their  fancy  fuggeffs ;  this  wrapper,  with  a  light  petti¬ 
coat  and  a  cap,  chiefly  conftitute  the  women’s  drefs.  By  way  of 
ornament,  their  ears  and  neck  are  decorated  with  beads,  or  fome 
toy  of  trifling  value,  and  from  the  neck  a  crofs  is  generally  fufpend- 
ed.  The  Portugueze  look  the  picture  of  ill-health  3  their  coun¬ 
tenances 
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tenances  are  wan,  meagre,  and  Tallow  :  whether  or  no  this  is  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  people  of  that  nation,  or  occafioned  by  the  climate,  I 
cannot  fay  :  the  natives,  however,  in  general  are  healthy  looking 
people.  Their  government  I  can  fay  nothing  about,  but  I  fhould 
fuppofe  it  in  fome  meafure  fimilar  to  that  of  Portugal, 

So  much  for  St.  Jago.  Our  time  will  not  permit  us  to  flay 
longer  than  is  neceffary  to  compleat  our  water,  and  let  the  people 
have  a  little  recreation  on  fhore,  which  is  very  neceilary  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  health  :  moft  of  this  being  already  done,  I 
expedl  every  minute  to  hear  <£  All  hands  up  anchor  a-hoy”  vocife¬ 
rated  by  the  Boatfwainywith  all  the  noify  bawl  that  a  good  pair  of 
lungs  can  afford ;  fo  that  I  fhall  hnifh  with  the  words  of  Hamlet’s 
father,  “  Farewel  l - remember  me  !  Thine  ever, 

W.  B, 

St.  Jago,  i 
28th  October,  j 
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IH  A  V  E  before  obferved,  that  I  correfpond  with  thee  as  much 
for  my  own  amufement  as  thy  information— I  beg  pardon 
I  meant  to  fay  the  gratification  of  thy  curiofity  :  fo  that  thou  art 
not  to  wonder  at  feeing  my  letters  frequently  dated  at  fea ;  for,  in 
committing  our  daily  occurrences  to  paper,  I  am  totally  governed 
by  good  weather  and  opportunity.  Indeed  I  know  thee  to  be  fo 
ready  to  make  every  kind  allowance,  that  this  preamble  was  fcarcely 

D  2  neceffary. 
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November. 


neceffary  •, 
ceremony. 


I  fhall  therefore  refume  my  narrative  withour  further 


Having  compleated  every  objeCt  we  had  in  view  at  St.  Jago,  and 
a  favourable  bteeze  Ipringing  up,  we  weighed  anchor  at  ten  o’clock 
m  the  morning  of  the  29th  October,  after  taking  leave,  with  three 
hearty  cheeis,  of  our  good  friend  Captain  Clarke,  whom  we  left  at 
anchor .  We  alfo  left  the  Ihip  belonging  to  Mr.  Montgomery 
riding  in  the  bay.  The  live  ftock  we  brought  from  the  Ille  of 
Wight  being  nearly  expended,  we  had  purchafed  feveral  goats,  tur- 
kies,  and  fheep  here,  in  order  to  make  our  voyage  more  comfort- 
•able,  and  to  preferve  us  from  the  fcurvy. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  great  heat  of  the  weather  at  St. 
Jago,  and  endeavoured,  in  fome  meafure,  to  account  for  it.  Thou 
mayelt  ealily  imagine,  that  the  nearer  we  approached  the  Equi¬ 
noctial  Line,  the  weather  grew  more  intenfely  hot ;  and  this  is 
greatly  increafed  by  calms,  which  are  very  frequent  in  latitudes 

near  the  Line,  whilfl  a  frefh  breeze  always  renders  the  heat  more 
tolerable. 

On  the  3d  Novemoer,  being  in  eight  degrees  North  latitude, 
and  the  weather  mold  intenfely  hot,  our  people  were  buhly  em¬ 
ployed  in  fcrubbing  and  cleaning  between  decks,  and  every  part  of 
the  veflel  with  care,  and  afterwards  walked  it  well  with  vinegar. 
This  method  was  always  ufed  by  the  late  Captain  Cooke,  in  his 
long  voyages,  and  he  ever  found  it  attended  with  the  happieft 
effects,  in  regard  to  the  prefervation  of  health.  Such  kind  and 
humane  attentions  to  the  health  of  people  under  the  care  of  any 
Commander,  muff  certainly  place  his  character,  as  a  man  and  a 

Chrijiiant  _ 
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Chriftian ,  high  in  the  etthnation  of  every  perfon  of  feeling  and 
humanity. 


1785. 

November. 


Indeed  I  cannot  help  confidering  this  attention  as  a  duty  abfo- 
lutely  incumbent  on  him  5  for,  if  the  matter  of  a  family  on  fhore 
conttders  it  his  duty  to  take  care  of  his  fervants  during  ttcknefs, 
when  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  relief  by  various  other 
methods,  how  much  more  does  it  behove  the  Captain  of  a  fhip  to 
bettow  every  attention  in  his  power  on  his  fervants  -welfare  ?  In 
the  midtt  of  the  wide  ocean,  to  whom  can  they  feek  for  fuccour  ? 
They  have  no  kind  friend,  no  tender  parent  to  apply  to  for  relief ! 
No  generous  Public,  whofe  charity  they  might  implore,  and  who 
rarely  fail  to  aflitt  the  helplefs  in  their  dittrefs !  Yet  notwith- 
ttanding  thefe  powerful  motives,  there  are,  I  am  afraid,  too  many 
Captains  who  do  not  trouble  themfelves  about  fuch  (to  them)  tri¬ 
vial  matters,  but  trutt  to  chance  for  the  health  or  ttcknefs  of  their 
people. 

From  the  4th  to  the  12th  of  November,  the  weather  was  very 
variable ;  fometimes  it  was  clear,  and  nearly  calm,  and  prefently 
it  would  change  to  ftrong  fqualls  and  heavy  rain,  attended  with 
conttant  thunder  and  lightning.  I  had  omitted  to  mention,  that 
on  the  9th  the  fhip’s  company  were  ferved  with  peafe,  at  an  allow¬ 
ance  of  half  a  pint  per  man,  for  three  days  in  the  week :  this 
addition  to  our  fait  pork,  made  a  very  comfortable  mefs.  By  the 
13th  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  2  degrees  North,  and  the  weather 
grew  more  fettled  and  favourable  :  we  had  a  frefh  Eatterly  breeze, 
with  a  clear  Iky,  unattended  with  any  hidden  lqualls,  or  thunder 
and  lightning.  On  the  .  16th  we  eroded  the  Line,  our  latitude  beings 
22  miles  South. 

it 
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1785.  It  perhaps  may  be  neceffary  to  inform  thee,  that  the  method  of 
finding  what  latitude  the  fhip  is  in,  is,  to  take  an  altitude  of  the 
Sun  when  he  is  in  the  meridian,  which  is  always  twelve  o’clock  at 
noon,  and  this  altitude,  after  being  wrought  by  an  eafy  procefs, 
gives  the  latitude, 

Sailors  on  eroding  the  Line,  have  a  cuftom  of  plunging  every 
perfon  on  board,  who  have  never  been  to  the  Southward  of  it,  over 
head  and  ears  in  a  tub  of  water.  This  ceremony  being  but  ill 
relifhed  by  fome  of  our  people,  Captain  Dixon  promifed  all  hands 
a  double  allowance  of  grog  if  they  would  defid:  :  this  was  very 
willingly  accepted,  and  harmony  was  foon  reflored  :  but  alas ! 
grog  and  good  humour  foon  were  at  variance,  and  fome  of  the 
people  grew  fo  quarrelfome  and  turbulent,  that  they  were  put  in 
irons :  this  brought  them  to  reafon  in  a  fhort  time,  and  they  were 
fet  at  liberty  on  promife  of  better  behaviour. 

I  was  expreffing  my  furprize  and  forrow  to  my  mefs-mates,  that 
fo  difturbing  a  circumftance  fhould  happen  5  but  they  laughed,  and 
faid,  that  things  of  this  fort  were  fo  common  at  fea,  that  they  were 
not  worth  taking  the  lead:  notice  of.  On  this  I  could  not  help 
refleaipg  with  Solomon,  that  “  there  is  nothing  new  under  the 
Sun.” 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2  iff,  we  faw  a  fail  to  the 
Eaftward,  but  at  too  great  a  diflance  to  difeern  what  country  die 
belonged  to.  On  the  24th,  vinegar  was  ferved  out  to  the  diip’s 
company,  which  made  our  fait  providons  more  wholefome  and 
agreeable  :  it  likewife  proved  a  very  good  ingredient  to  eat  with 
£di,  which  we  frequently  caught,  fuch  as  bonettas,  albacours, 
dolphins,  &c.  On  the  2jth,  the  people  were  ferved  with  what 
2  hops 
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flops  they  wanted,  and  fo  were  rid  of  the  fears  they  entertained  at 
our  firfl  failing,  viz.  that  they  fhould  not  be  able  to  procure  a  fup- 
ply  of  cloaths  when  thear  flock  was  worn  out.  On  the  26th,  tea 
and  fugar  were  ferved  to  the  fhip’s  company,  at  an  allowance  fuffi- 
cient  for  breakfafl  every  morning.  This  made  a  very  comfortable 
addition  to  our  victuals,  and  was  a  very  agreeable  change  :  add 
to  this,  they  are  excellent  anti-fcorbutics,  and  as  fuch,  peculiarly 
defirablc  in  long  voyages.  Indeed  we  had  a  plentiful  flock  both 
of  tea,  coffee,  and  fugar  for  our  own  mefs,  of  a  fuperior  quality  to 
what  we  had  ferved  out ;  but  it  was  a  mod  defirable  acquifition  to 
the  people,  as  I  believe  it  is  never  ferved  out,  either  in  the  King’s 
fhips,  or  merchants  fervice.  On  the  30th,  we  had  a  fpare  main- 
fail  fitted  over  the  quarter-deck,  as  a  temporary  awning.  This  not 
only  rendered  the  heat  of  the  weather  more  tolerable  on  deck,  but 
was  of  great  ufe  in  preferving  it  from  the  fun. 


*785- 

December. 

U - - -mJ 


By  the  6th  of  December  we  were  well  out  of  the  Tropics,  being 
in  26  deg.  16  min.  South  latitude.  The  weather  now  besran  to 
be  agreeable  and  pleafant,  with  frefh  Heady  Eaflerly  breezes.  At 
nine  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  King  George  made  a  fignal  for 
feeing  a  fail  to  the  South-Weft  5  but  fhe  did  not  come  near  enough 
for  us  to  difcern  what  country  fhe  belonged  to. 


I  believe  Captain  Portlock  propofes  touching  at  Falkland’s 
Iflands ;  if  fo,  thou  mayeft  depend  on  a  further  continuation  from 
that  place.  Thine  ever, 

V/.  B,  ' 

At  Sea.  ? 

20th  Dec,  5 
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HOUGH  a  Tea  life  is  in  Tome  degree  become  familiar  to 
1  me,  yet  the  fight  of  land  fills  me  with  a  temporary  pleafure; 
I  fay  temporary,  becaufe  it  is  foon  flopped  by  reflecting,  that  fome 
years  mufl  elapfe  before  I  fhall  have  the  heart-felt  fatisfaflion  of 
beholding  my  native  country. 


I  am  afhamed  to  trouble  thee  with  fuch  trifling  digreflions  j 
but  in  future  I  will  endeavour  entirely  to  fupprefs  them,  and  write 
nothing  that  concerns  the  pafl,  or  future,  but  confine  myfelf  to 
the  prefent  time. 


On  the  nth  of  December,  being  in  33  deg.  16  min.  North  lati¬ 
tude,  we  had  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  which  obliged  us  to  clofe-reef 
our  top-fails  and  main-fail  :  however,  in  a  few  hours  the  weather 
grew  moderate.  W e  have  found  the  variation  of  the  compafs  to  be 
ii  deg.  16  min.  Ealterly.  The  16th,  being  moderate  and  fine,  we 
had  a  great  quantity  of  fpermaceti  whales  about  the  fhip,  latitude 
41  deg.  South.  On  the  2  ill,  we  had  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind, 
which  obliged  us  to  hand  our  top-fails,  and  reef  our  courfes  :  we 
alfo  reeved  preventer  braces  for  the  top -fail  yards,  and  preventer 
lafhings  to  l'ecure  our  boats  :  the  main  and  fore  hatches  were  bat¬ 
tened  down,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  keep  the  veflel  fnug  and 
dry.  This  in  all  parts  to  the  Southward  of  the  Line,  is  the  longeft 
day :  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  furprize  for  thee  to  have  feen 
the  Sun  before  four  o’clock  in  the  morning ;  and  I  dare  fay  that 
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there  are  numbers  in  London  who  will  never  be  perfuaded  that  the  ^  J7^5- 
Sun  rifes  before  four  o’clock  in  December.  ^ce|^ 

On  the  23d,  being  in  46  deg.  South  latitude,  the  fea  had  a  very 
muddy,  dirty  appearance ;  we  faw  a  feal,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
various  kinds  of  fifh  playing  about  the  fhip. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  we  had  a  heavy  dorm  of  fnow' 
and  fleet:  indeed,  fince  the  21ft  we  had  very  little  in termiflion 
from  heavy  gales  of  wind  and  fqually  weather.  This  forenoon 
our  lad  goat  died,  being  literally  darved  to  death  with  cold,  though 
we  had  taken  every  precaution  in  our  power  to  keep  her  alive. 

We  felt  her  lofs  very  fenfibly  for  fome  time,  as  fhe  had  given  milk 
twice  a  day,  which  made  our  tea  drink  very  agreeably.  Latitude 
at  noon  47  deg.  2  min. 

On  the  former  part  of  the  25th  we  had  frefh  breezes,  and  pretty 
clear  weather;  but  at  four  in  the  afternoon  a  heavy  gale  of  wind 
obliged  us  to  hand  our  top-fails  and  reef  the  courfes.  This  being 
Chrilfmas-day,  we  celebrated  it  as  well  as  our  fituation  could  af¬ 
ford,  and  more  particularly  as  it  is  accounted  by  bailors  a  greater 
festival  than  even  the  Sabbath-day,  though  their  obfervance  of  it 
is  not  confident  with  this  opinion,  as  they  generally  fpend  it  in 
noify  mirth,  and  tumultuous  jollity,  occafioned  by  drinking  re¬ 
peated  bumpers  of  grog  to  the  health  of  their  abfent  friends  and 
fweethearts.  Latitude  48  deg.  14  min.  South. 

From  the  26th  to  the  31ft,  the  weather  was  variable  :  fometimes 
we  had  moderate  breezes,  and  cloudy;  and  again,  heavy  gales  of 
wind  with  rain.  This  is  the  fummer  feafon  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  the  latitude  we  were  in  (viz.  50  deg.  30  min.  South)  being 
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nearly  the  fame  climate  as  part  of  England ;  yet  the  weather  here 
is  more  like  March  than  Midfummer. 


On  the  ift  January,  1786,  we  had  great  numbers  of  feals  and 
penguins,  about  us,  and  a  great  variety  of  birds,  which  plainly 
indicated  that  we  were  not  far  from  land. 


At  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  we  faw  land,  the 
extremes  of  which  bore  from  South  Eaft  by  South  to  South  by 
Weft,  at  about  nine  leagues  diftance.  At  ten  o’clock  we  founded 
in  feventy-eight  fathom  water,  over  a  fine  fandy  bottom,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  black  fpecks :  the  extremes  of  the  land  at  noon  bore 
from  South  Eaft  to  South  Weft  ;  the  weather  thick  and  hazy  with 
rain.  During  the  afternoon  we  had  light  winds,  inclining  to  calm. 
In  the  evening  we  founded,  and  had  again  feventy-eight  fathom* 
water,  with  much  the  fame  bottom  as  before. 


Af  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  we  faw  the  land  bearing  Eaft 
by  North  ;  and  at  ten,  the  extremes  of  the  land  in  fight  bore  from 
South  Eaft  to  South  Weft  by  South,  diftant  from  fhore  nine  or  ten 
leagues :  the  water  appeared  very  black  and  muddy.  At  eleven 
o’clock  we  faw  a  rock,  bearing  South  Eaft,  at  about  feven  leagues* 
diftance,  which  had  very  much  the  appearance  of  a  (hip  under  fail, 
and  indeed  we  at  firft  took  it  for  a  vefiel.  We  have  fince  learnt, 
that  this  rock  is  called  the  Eddyftone.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was 
51  deg.  2  min.  South  y  and  the  longitude  58  deg.  48  min.  Weft. 

I  mention  the  latitude  more  frequently,  that  thou  mayeft  form 
an  idea  of  our  progrefs  ;  and  alfo,  by  that  and  the  longitude,* 
which  I  will  mention  in  future  at  every  opportunity,  thou  mayeft 
find  with  eafe  the  very  foot  of  the  globe  that  we  are  upon. 

During 
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During  the  afternoon  we  had  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy  weather,  j^u^-y. 
and,  not  willing  to  lofe  fight  of  the  land,  we  flood  in  fhore,  and  c. — -v  - 
tacked  occafionally.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  Wefter- 
mofl  land  bore  Weft  South  Weft,  and  the  Eddyflone  North-Eafl. 

We  had  frefh  breezes,  with  thick  hazy  weather-  at  times  a  thick 
fog. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  4th  we  faw  two  fmall  iflands,  bearing 
South  by  Eafl  and  South  by  Weft,  with  high  land  behind  them. 

At  noon,  the  Weftermoft  land  in  fight  was  about  four  leagues, 
and  the  Eaftermoft  near  eight  leagues  diftance,  latitude  51  deg.  10 
min.  South.  During  the  afternoon  we  flood  along  fhore,  as  we 
judged  Port  Egmont  (the  harbour  we  intended  to  anchor  in)  not 
to  be  far  off.  About  midnight,  being  within  three  miles  of  the 
Weftermoft  land,  Captain  Portlock  made  fignal  to  Hand  off  fhore. 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  we  had  very  long  days  ;  in  facl,  we 
had  no  night,  and  the  weather  being  moderate,  might  juftly  war¬ 
rant  our  Handing  near  the' land  during  the  night  time. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we  wore  and  made 
fail.  At  three  Captain  Portlock  fent  his  whale-boat  with  Mr. 
Macleod,  his  Firft  Mate,  to  found  a-head,  and  look  out  for  a  har¬ 
bour.  Mr.  Macleod  left  a  copy  of  the  various  fignals  he  was  to 
make  on  board  the  Queen,  as  a  guide  for  us,  our  veffel  being 
a-head  of  the  King  George. 

At  half  paft  feven  Mr.  Macleod  fired  a  mufquet,  as  a  fignal  for 
danger,  which  occafioned  us  to  Hand  off  the  land,  and  tack  occa¬ 
fionally,  the  better  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  boat.  Towards 
nine  o’clock,  being  pretty  near  the  place  where  Mr.  Macleod  made 
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the  fignal  for  danger,  our  whale-boat  was  hoifled  out,  and  fent 
a-head  to  found. 

About  half  pafl  nine  Mr.  Macleod  hoifled  a  flag  at  the  top  of 
the  high  land,  which  was  a  fignal  for  a  harbour :  on  this,  both 
\cflcit)  flood  m  foi  the  found,  and  Captain  Portlock  fired  a  gun  as 
a  fignal  for  his  boat  to  return. 

Mr.  Macleod  informed  us,  that  he  had  feen  a  fmall  reef  of  rocks, 
which  occafioned  him  to  fire  the  mufquet  j  and  that  the  harbour 
afforded  an  excellent  place  for  watering.  At  eleven  o’clock  botli 
fhips  came  to  anchor  in  Port  Egmont,  in  feventeen  fathom  water, 
over  a  fandy  bottom. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  mention  every  circumflance,  however 
trivial ;  and  I  hope  fo  flridl  an  attention  to  minutiae  will  not  only 
pleafe  thee,  but  in  fome  meafure  atone  for  the  defects  that  conti¬ 
nually  occur  in  the  courfe  of  my  narration.  Thou  mayefl  expedl 
fome  account  of  this  place,  &c.  in  my  next.  Thine,  &c. 

v  ,  .  W.  B. 

FALKLAND  SiSLANDS,  7 

7  th  January.  y 


LETTER  XI. 

HAVING  handed  the  fails,  and  put  every  thing  to  rights,  we 
moored  with  the  ftream-anchor  and  tow-line*;  but  the  next 
day,  (the  6th)  finding  the  wind  blow  frefh,  and  a.  heavy  fwell,  we 
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took  the  flream-anchor  up,  and  moored  with  both  bowers.  The  D86* 
principal  object  we  had  in  view,  was  to  water  the  Chips 3  for  this 
we  were  fituated  very  conveniently,  as  I  have  before  obferved. 

We  had  alfo  found  during  our  cruize,  that  the  Queen  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  deep  in  the  water ;  fo  that  fome  hands  were  employed  in 
fetching  flones  to  put  in  the  hold,  by  way  of  ballad:.  Thefe  em¬ 
ployments  were  fet  about  without  delay,  and  both  would  have 
been  compleated  in  three  or  four  days  at  farthefl,  had  we  not  been 
frequently  interrupted  by  blowing  fqually  weather :  however,  by 
the  14th  both  thefe  objects  were  entirely  compleated,  befides  frefh 
flowing  the  hold.  During  this  time  all  the  people  had  been  on 
fhore  to  recreate  themfelves,  land  air  being  reckoned  exceeding 
falutary  and  wholfome  for  failors. 

On  the  14th,  the  people  were  employed  in  fetting  up  the  rigging 
fore  and  aft,  and  other  neceflary  bufmefs.  On  the  15th,  an  Eng- 
lifh  {loop  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbour,  and  her  boat  going  on 
board  the  King  George,  we  learnt  that  lire  belonged  to  a  fhip  com¬ 
manded  by  a  Captain  Huffey,  called  the  United  States,  but  Britilh 
property,  which  lay  in  Huffey  Harbour,  States-Bay,  Swan-Bland, 
in  company  with  a  fhip  from  America.  The  United  States  was 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Hay  ley,  relidt  of  the  late  George  Hayley,  Efq3 
and  filler  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Thefe  veffels  had  been  at  Falkland’s  Illands  occafionlly  for  more 
than  a  year,  and  had  wintered  in  Huffey  Harbour  before  men¬ 
tioned  j  fo  that  they  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  tides,  the 
currents,  and  in  fhort  every  circumllance  neceflary  for  the  fafely 
navigating  a  fhip  in  any  of  the  various  roads,,  bays,  and  founds,  fo 
numerous  here. 
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During  the  time  our  neceffary  bufmefs  was  carried  on,  both  our 
Captains  were  employed  in  furveying  the  port,  and  various  parts  of 
the  land.  In  one  of  thefe  excurfions,  they  fell  in  with  a  birth  for 
the  drips,  greatly  preferable  to  that  we  lay  in,  on  the  Weft  fide  of 
the  bay  3  and  as  they  propofed  Haying  here  a  few  days  longer,  it  was 
determined  to  take  the  veffels  there  :  fo  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  1 6th  we  unmoored,  and  at  eight  o’clock  made  fail :  at  ten  we 
came  to  anchor  in  feven  fathom  water.  We  loon  found  that  our 
fituation  was  changed  for  the  belt,  being  well  fheltered  from  the 
wind,  and  no  fwell  to  incommode  us.  ’Tis  moft  probable  that 
this  was  near  the  place  where  Captain  Macbride  lay  in  the  year 
1766,  when  he  wintered  here,  as  we  found  on  the  adjacent  flrore 
the  ruins  of  feveral  lroufes,  laid  to  be  built  by  him,  but  deftroyed 
ftnce  by  the  Spaniards. 


From  the  16th  to  the  19th,  the  people  of  both  Ihips  were  alter¬ 
nately  on  fhore,  to  recreate  themfelves,  land  air  (as  I  have  already 
obferved)  being  very  falutary,  and  wholfome  for  people  in  our 
fituations :  indeed  this  place  affords  little  refrefhment  of  any  other 
kind,  as  I  fhall  take  notice  by  and  bye. 


Having  learnt  from  Mr.  Coffin,  Mafter  of  the  Hoop,  that  there 
was  a  good  paffage  for  us  through  the  iftands,  and  he  kindly 
undertaking  to  lead  the  way  as  our  pilot,  our  Captains  determined 
to  get  to  fea  the  Hrft  opportunity,  as  the  feafon  was  already  too  far 
advanced  for  us  to  expeft  a  good  paffage  round  Cape  Horn.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  we  weighed  anchor,  and  made  fail  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  19th  of  January.  At  eight  o’clock,  the  flag-ftaff  on  Kep- 
pel’s  Ifland  (the  fame  on  which  Mr.  Macleod  hoifted  the  fignal  the 
morning  we  made  Port  Egmont)  bore  Eaft  by  South  3  Sandy  Bay, 

South- 
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South  Eaft  by  South,  and  the  Weftermoft  point  of  land,  South 
Weil,  at  about  four  leagues  difiance. 

We  came  to  anchor  at  half  paft  eight  in  the  evening,  without  any 
material  occurrence,  off  the  Eaft  end  of  Carcafs  Ifland,  in  twelve 
fathom  water.  In  the  morning  of  the  20th,  we  weighed  and  made 

fail,  and  came  to  anchor  at  noon  in  Weft-Point  Harbour,  in  eight 
fathom  water-  0 

On  the  2 1  ft,  in  the  morning,  we  again  made  fail.  Mr.  Coffin 
cautioned  us  to  be  on  our  guard,  in  rounding  Weft-Point,  as  the 
wind  would  pour  upon  us  from  the  high  land  like  a  torrent.  The 
morning  was  fine  and  clear,  and  the  wind  moderate  ;  yet  luckily 
we  did  not  defpife  his  precaution,  but  had  all  hands  ready  to  clue 
up  the  fails  ;  and  well  it  was  that  we  had,  for  before  we  o-0t 
well  round  the  Point,  the  wind  poured  down  upon  us  like  a 
huiricane,  and  continued  to  blow  with  amazing  impetuofity  for 
near  an  hour,  during  which  time  we  durft  not  fhew  a  fingle  yard 
of  canvas  5  but  as  we  got  clear  of  the  high  land,  the  wind  grew 
moderate.  At  one  o’clock  we  faw  the  two  fhips  before-men¬ 
tioned,  riding  at  anchor  in  Huflby  Harbour ;  and  at  three  o’clock 
we  came  to  anchor  in  States  Bay,  Swan  Ifland,  off  Elephant  Point, 

in  feventeen  fathom  water,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  American 
vellels. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  give  thee  as  good  an  account  of  thefe 

Iflands  as  I  am  able,  from  what  obfervations  I  have  made  during 
our  flay  here..  ° 

Thefe  Iflands  were  firft  difcovered  by  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  in 
1 594-,  but  Captain  Strong  probably  called  them  Falkland’s  Ifland’  or 
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January.  ^  F°perlF’  FaIkland’3  Illands,  as  there  are  a  confiderable  num- 
of  them.  It  fhould  feem  as  if  the  Englifh  propofed  fettling  a 
colony  here,  by  Captain  Macbride’s  flaying  here  a  whole  feafon,  and 
eredling  feveral  houfes :  thefe,  however,  were  dellroyed  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  difpofleffed  us  of  the  place  in  1770. 

Tnis  affair  made  a  great  noife  in  London,  and  occafioned  much 
clamour  amongfl  the  politicians  at  that  time  :  but  I  fhall  fay  no 
moi  e  on  this  head,  as  thou  art  much  better  verfed  in  the  political 
hikoiy  of  this  place  than  myfelf;  only  juft  obferve,  that  we  need 
not  wonder  at  the  Spaniards  envying  us  the  poffeftion  of  thefe 
illands,  as  their  fituation  commands  the  paftage  to  the  Spanifh  Set¬ 
tlements  in  the  South  Seas. 

Port  Egmont,  (viz.  that  part  of  it  where  we  laft  lay  at  anchor) 

is  fituated  in  51  deg.  12  min.  South  latitude,  and  59  deg.  54  min. 

Weft  longitude,  and  is  a  moft  fpacious  harbour,  perhaps  large* 

enough  for  all  the  fhips  belonging  to  Great  Britain  to  ride  at  an¬ 
chor. 

How  far  thefe  illands  extend.  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  with  any 
degree  of  certainty ;  but  I  imagine  more  than  one  degree  in  lati- 
tilde,  and  two  degrees  in  longitude. 

The  fituation  of  Port  Egmont  feems  to  be  nearly  central •  fo 

by  that,  and  the  former  conjecture,  thou  mayeft  form  a  pretty  good 
idea  of  their  extent. 

Though  thefe  illands  are  univerfally  known  by  the  name  of 
Falkland  s,  yet  many  of  them  are  called  by  different  names,  juft,  I 
piefume,  as  the  fancy  of  different  cruifers  have  fuggefted  :  I  juft 

men- 
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mention  this  circumftance  to  prevent  thy  furprife,  on  feeing  fuch 
names  as  Swan  Ifland,  Keppel’s  Ifland,  &c.  &c. 

One  would  naturally  fuppofe  from  the  fituation,  that  the  climate 
here  is  much  the  fame  as  that  of  England:  this,  however,  feems 
far  from  being  the  cafe.  Though  this  is  nearly  the  height  of  Sum¬ 
mer  here,  yet  the  weather  is  frequently  cold  and  winterly,  the  ther¬ 
mometer  being  never  higher  than  53  deg.  The  winds  have  gene¬ 
rally  been  Wefterly,  with  frequent  fqualls  and  heavy  rain. 

The  foil  feems  of  a  light,  free  nature,  and  well  calculated  for 
meadow  or  pafture  land  ;  indeed  in  many  places  it  is  no  eafy  mat¬ 
ter  to  tell  what  nature  the  foil  is  of,  for  the  vegetation  has  grown, 
and  rotted,  and  grown  again,  till  great  numbers  of  large  hillocks 
are  formed,  from  the  tops  of  which  grow  large  blades  of  grafs  ; 
tliefe  naturally  inclining  to  each  other,  form  a  kind  of  arch,  and 
afford  occafional  retreats  for  feals,  fea-lions,  penguins,  &c.  &c. 
which  abound  here. 

Near  the  ruins  of  the  town  are  a  number  of  fmall  pieces  of 
ground,  inclofed  with  turf,  which,  no  doubt,  weie  intended  for 
gardens,  as  it  might  eafily  be  perceived  that  they  had  been  in  a 
cultivated  Rate.  In  one  of  them  I  found  feveral  forts  of  flowers, 
and  fome  fine  horfe-reddifh.  ’Tis  fomething  remarkable,  that 
there  grows  not  a  tree,  or  any  thing  like  it,  on  thefe  iflands :  our 
people,  after  much  fearching,  found  fome  brufh-wood,  but  fo 
fmall,  that  it  would  fcarcely  ferve  to  make  brooms  for  the  fliip’s  ufe. 

There  are  few  or  no  infedts  to  be  met  with  here,  though  Mr. 

Hogan,  Surgeon  of  the  King  George,  who  is  a  considerable  pio~ 

ficient  in  Natural  Hiftory,  took  infinite  pains  to  procure  fome. 
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January  ^  ^eac^es  are  Sreat  numbers  of  geefe  and  ducks,  but  much 

j  fmaller,  and  of  a  different  fpecies  from  our’s  :  they  are  pretty  tame, 
and  eafily  run  down.  Our  people  were  greatly  elated  on  feeing 
them,  imagining  they  fhould  live  luxurioufly  during  our  flay  3  but 
here  they  were  grievoufly  difappointed,  for  both  geefe  and  ducks 
eat  exceedingly  rank  and  fifhy,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  their  conffantly 
feeding  on  marine  produ&ions  3  fo  that  they  foon  grew  heartily 
tired  of  them  as  food,  though  the  exercife  of  running  them  down* 
was  both  agreeable  and  healthy. 

Befides  thefe,  here  are  various  other  kinds  of  the  feathered  tribe, 
the  principal  of  which  are  the  Port  Egmont  hen,  (called  the  fkua- 
gullby  Pennant)  and  the  albatrofs.  Pennant  diftinguifhes  the 
fpecies  found  here  by  the  name  of  the  wandering  albatrofs,  though 
at  what  time  of  the  year  they  migrate  I  cannot  fay  :  however,  I 
am  certain  that  this  is  the  time  of  their  incubation,  as  I  fawfeveral 
hundreds'  of  them  fetting  on  their  neffs,  and  great  numbers  of 
young  fcarcely  fledged.  The  Port  Egmont  hen  is  a  very  ravenous 
bird,  fomething  like  a  hawk,  only  larger :  they  are  very  numerous 
here ;  indeed  fo  are  many  other  kinds,  though  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  particularize  them.  I  fhall,  therefore,  conclude  this 
article  with  obferving,  that  the  only  bird  we  caught  here,  which 
eat  without  any  rank  fifhy  tafte,  is  called  by  failors  a  feapie:  this 
bird  is  not  web-footed,  but  has  claws  much  like  our  fowls,  and 
fubfifts  chiefly  on  worms,  &c.  feldom  or  never  going  far  from  the 
fea-fide; 

_  °ur  people  frequently  attempted  to  catch  fifh,  but  were  always 
difappointed,  fo  that  we  began  to  conclude  thefe  jflands  were  not 
blefled  with  that  capital  part  of  the  creation  3  but  Captain  Huffey 
making  us  aprefent  of  forne  fine  mullet,,  convinced  us  of  our  mifi- 

take. 
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take.  It  feems  thefe  are  almoft  the  only  kind  of  fifh  found  heie,  jal^uary 
and  they  often  caught  them  in  large  quantities.  On  many  of  the  v — v-* 
beaches  are  large  beds  of  mufcles  and  limputs,  and  various  other 
marine  productions,  fome  of  which  ferve  as  food  fot  tne  penguins, 
geefe,  &c.  &c.  Indeed  there  is  no  doubt  but  every  one  of  them  has 
its  ufes,  as  we  are  well  allured,  that  the  Almighty  Cieatoi  of  the 
Univerfe  made  nothing  in  vain. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  take  fome  notice  of  every  thing  that  has 
come  within  my  obfervation  ;  and  thou  muft  attribute  my  not 
giving  thee  a  better  account  of  this  place,  not  only  to  want  of  op¬ 
portunity,  but  to  a  much  worfe,  viz.  a  want  of  ability. 

Our  bufinefs  is  all  compleated,  and  every  thing  in  readinefs  for 
us  to  put  to  fea,  fo  that  the  firfl  fair  wind  carries  us  from  this 
place,  in  order  to  double  Cape  Horn,  that  place  fo  much  dreaded 
by  many  adventurers  in  the  voyage  of  matrimony,  and  on  which 
numbers  of  them  founder :  however,  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  will 
never  be  the  fortune  of  thine,  See. 

W.  B. 

Falkland’s  Islands,  } 

2  2d  January.  3 
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EARLY  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  January,  we  weighed: 

anchor  and  made  fail.  At  nine  o’clock'  the  North  Weft 
end  of  New  Xfland  bore  South  Weft  by  South,  diftance  five  miles. 
Our  latitude  at  noon  was  5 1  deg.  3  5  min.  South  j  and  longitude  60 
deg.  54  min.  Weft.  During  the  afternoon  and  evening,  the  wea¬ 
ther  was  thick  and  hazy,  with  fmall  drizzling  rain. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  Weft  end  of 
Falkland’s  Illands  bore  North  Eaft,  at  ten  leagues  diftance  :  our 
latitude  at  noon  52  deg.  3  min.  South.  We  kept  ftanding  to  the 
Southward,  it  being  our  intention  to  get  well  clear  of  Cape  Horn,, 
that  in  cafe  of  contrary  winds,  we  might  double  it  with  fafety. 

From  the  24th  to  the  26th,  we  had  moderate  hazy  weather,  with 
North  Wefterly  winds :  latitude  on  the  26th,  53  deg.  39  min. 
South.  We  here  found  the  variation  of  the  compafs  to  be  25  deg*, 
to  the  Eaft  ward.  At  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  26th,  we 
faw  Staten’s  Land,  bearing  South  Eaft.  During  the  night  we  hack 
frequent  fqualls,  attended  with  lightning. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  extremes  of  Staten’s 
Land  bore  from  South  a  quarter  Weft,  to  Weft  half  South, 
diftance  from  the  fhore  about  five  miles.  Towards  nine  o’clock 
we  faw  a  ripling  a-head,  which  occafioned  us  to  fhorten  fail,  and 
bear  up  ;  but  foon  afterwards  we  found  it  was  occafioned  by  the 
current,.  on  which  we  again  hauled  to  the  Southward  and  made  fail 

The 
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The  North-Weft  fide  of  Staten’s  Land  is  very  mountainous,  and 
appears  extremely  barren  ;  but  1  am  informed  the  Eaft  fide  is 
woody,  and  tolerably  level.  In  the  evening,  the  extremes  of  the 
land  bore  from  Weft  North  Weft  to  North  by  Weft,  at  nine 
leagues  diftance.  From  the  28th  to  the  30th,  we  had  heavy  gales 
of  wind,  and  frequent  fqualls ;  the  wind  veering  from  South  by 
Eaft  to  Weft. 

The  31ft,  and  to  the  4th  of  February,  was  more  moderate.  We 
now  had  made  a  good  offing  from  Cape  Horn,  our  latitude  at  nooa 
on  the  4th  being  60  deg.  14  min.  South  5  and  our  longitude  67 
deg.  30  min.  Weft.  Our  courfe  now  changed  to  North-Weft,  our 
Captains  wifhing  to  get  ftill  further  to  the  Weft  ward,  that  if  we 
fhould  have  Wefterlv  winds,  we  might  keep  well  clear  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent.  Since  our  leaving  Falkland’s  iftands,  the  weather  has 
been  very  cold  and  fevere,  with  frequent  ftorms  of  rain  and  fleet ; 
the  thermometer  generally  at  44  deg.  Indeed  we  are  later  in  the 
feafon  than  could  have  been  wifhed,  yet  this  is  the  Summer  feafon 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  During  the  greateft  part  of  February, 
we  had  conftant  and  fevere  gales  of  wind  from  the  North  and 
North-Weft,  with  very  heavy  crofs  feas,  which  retarded  our  pro- 
grefs  exceedingly,  our  latitude  on  the  28th  being  52  deg.  14  min. 
South  j  and  our  longitude  84  deg.  34  min.  Weft. 

I  have  often  admired  that  emphatic  defcription  of  perfons  in  a 
ftorm,  recorded  in  the  107th  Pfalni;  but  its  beauty  now  ftrikes 
me  fo  forcibly,  in  co'nfequence  of  our  late  fituation,  that  I  cannot 
forbear  tranfcribing  it. 

“  They  that  go  down  to  the  fea  in  fhips,  and  occupy  their 
“  bufmefs  in  great  waters.  Thefe  men  fee  the  works  of  the  Lord, 
“  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep.  For  at  his  word,  the  ftormy 

1  “  wind 
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«  wind  arifeth,  which  lifteth  up  the  waves  thereof.  They  are 
£C  carried  up  to  the  Heaven,  and  down  again  to  the  deep.  Their 
“  foul  melteth  away  becaufe  of  the  trouble.  They  reel  to  and  fro* 
“  and  flagger  like  a  drunken  man,  and  are  at  their  wit’s  end.” 

I  fhall  make  no  apology  for  troubling  thee  with  this  paflage 
from  Sacred  Writ,  not  only  becaufe  I  know  thou  canfl  be  ferious 
upon  occafion,  but  as  it  defcribes  the  feelings  of  people  in  diflrefs 
at  fea,  better  than  a  volume  on  the  fubjedl. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that  on  the  27th  we  found  the  gammoning 
of  our  bowfprit  gone,  on  which  we  fhortened  fail,  and  got  it  fe- 
cured  with  a  new  one. 

The  weather  now  grows  more  moderate,  with  frefh  Wefterly 
breezes,  fo  that  we  proceed  on  our  voyage  a-pace.  After  I  am  a 
little  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  the  late  tempefluous  weather, 
thou  wilt  again  hear  from  thine,  &c. 

W.  B. 

At  Sea,  > 

1 6 tli  March.  \ 
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I  OBSERVED  to  thee  in  the  conclufion  of  my  lafl,  that  the 
weather  grew  moderate,  and  tolerably  fine,  and  every  thing 
feemed  now  to  promife  a  continuation  of  it.  It  being  uncertain 
1  how 
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how  long  it  would  be  before  we  came  to  anchor.  Captain  Dixon, 
on  the  7th  of  March,  put  the  fhip’s  company  to  an  allowance  of 
water,  at  two  quarts  a  man  per  day,  befides  an  allowance  for  peafe 
three  times  per  week.  Latitude  at  noon,  44  deg.  13  min.  South  j 
longitude  83  deg.  25  min.  Weft. 

On  the  23d  at  noon,  we  were  in  34  deg.  8  min.  South  latitude. 
Though  the  trade  winds  can  feldom  be  depended  on  out  of  the 
Tropics,  yet  we  were  lucky  enough  to  meet  with  a  pretty  regular 
trade  in  this  latitude  :  this  determined  our  Captains  to  fleer  for 
Los  Majos,  (an  Ifland,  or  rather  a  group  of  Iftands  feen  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  laid  down  by  them  in  20  degrees  North  latitude, 
and  130  deg.  Weft  longitude)  as  they  were  likely  to  afford  every 
kind  of  refrefhment  we  wanted,,  and  at  the  fame  time.  were,  very 
little  out  of  our  courfe. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  25th,  we  faw  a  ftfange  fail 
to  the  North  Weft,  and  at  ten  fhe  palled  us  nearly  within  hail  : 
we  expected  fhe  would  have  fpoke  us,  but  this  Ihe  declined.  We 
could  not  fee  her  diftindlly  enough  to  know  what  country  fhe  came 
from  ;  but  it  is  very  probable  Ihe  was  a  Spaniard  going  to  Baldivia. 
We  brought  out  two  cafks  of  cyder,  which  began  to  be  lerved  out 
the  3d  of  April,  at  an  allowance  of  a  pint  a  day  per  man.  This 
was  a  moft  agreeable  beverage,  as  the  weather  now  grew  intenfely 
hot  and  fultry  ;  the  wind  from  Eaft  to  North  Eaft. . 

O11  the  5th,  the  Armourer’s  forge  was  got  upon  deck,  and  fixed 
up.  He  immediately  began  to  work,  in  making  fundry  things  for 
the  fhip’s  ufe,  and  likewife  toes  for  our  future  traffic.  Thefe  toes 
are  long  flat  pieces  of  iron,  not  much  unlike  a  carpenter’s  plane-iron, 

only 
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1786.  .only  narrower :  they  are  held  in  great  eilimation  by  the  Indians,  and 
as  fuch  we  expe£t  them  to  be  fingularly  ufeful  in  our  future  trade. 

On  the  6th,  the  Carpenters  were  employed  in  making  ports  for 
guns,  and  fixtures  for  fwivels  ;  and  on  the  10th  we  had  two  guns 
(four  pounders)  and  eight  fwivels  fixed  on  the  quaitei-deck. 

On  the  20th,  being  in  1  deg.  North  latitude,  and  the  weather 
extremely  iultry,  our  allowance  of  water  was  increaled  to  three 
quarts  a  man  per  day.  The  latter  end  of  this  month  we  caught  a 
number  of  fharks :  thefe  are  reckoned  very  coarfe,  rank  food,  and 
they  certainly  are  fo  ;  but  to  us,  who  had  been  fo  long  on  fait  pro- 
vifions,  they  were  a  prize,  and  by  making  a  mefs,  which  failors  call 
chouder,  of  them,  they  eat  very  palatably.  The  weather  was  very 
hot  and  fultry,  with  frequent  light  airs,  fometimes  inclining  to 
calm. 

From  the  ill  to  the  3d  of  May,  we  faw  numbers  of  turtle,  which 
gave  us  reafoti  to  hope  that  we  fhould  fail  in  with  a  turtle  illand, 
efpecially  as  Captain  Cook,  in  his  lad:  voyage,  fell  in  with  one  not 
many  degrees  from  us ;  but  in  this  we  were  difappointed. 

With  all  our  endeavours,  we  only  caught  one  5  but  Captain 
Portlock  was  more  lucky,  owing  to  his  whale-boat  being  fixed  on 
the  fhip’s  quarter ;  fo  that  when  they  faw  any  turtle,  his  people 
could  launch  the  boat,  and  be  after  them  in  a  minute ;  by  which 
means  they  caught  from  ten  to  fourteen  per  day,  part  of  which 
was  always  fent  on  board  us :  fo  that  though  turtle  was  a  kind  of 
luxury,  yet  we  began  to  be  pretty  well  fatiated  with  it :  this  refpite 
from  fait  provifions  mult,  however,  have  been  of  fingular  fervice  to 
both  fhips  companies. 


On 
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Ourobfervation  at  noon,  on  the  8th  of  May,  gave  17  deg.  4  min. 

North  latitude  and  129  deg.  57  min.  Weft  longitude :  in  this  , 

fituation  we  looked  for  an  Iftand  called  by  the  Spaniards  Roco  Par- 
tida ,  but  in  vain  5  however,  we  ftood  to  the  Northward  under  an 
eafy  fail,  and  kept  a  good  look  out,  expecting  foon  to  fall  in  with 
the  group  of  iflands  already  mentioned. 

From  the  1  ith  to  the  14th,  we  lay  to  every  night,  and  when  we 
made  fail  in  the  morning,  fpread  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  ten 
miles,  ftanding  Wefterly :  it  being  probable  that  though  the 
Spaniards  might  have  been  pretty  corredt  in  the  latitude  of  thefe 
iflands,  yet  they  might  eafily  be  miftaken  feveral  degrees  in  their 
longitude  :  but  our  latitude  on  the  15th,  at  noon,  being  20  deg. 

9  min.  North,  and  140  deg.  1  min.  Weft  longitude,  which  is  con- 
fiderably  to  the  Weft  ward  of  any  iftand  laid  down  by  the  Spaniards, 
we  concluded,  and  with  reafon,  that  there  muft  be  fome  grofs  mif- 
take  in  their  chart. 

Hitherto  the  people  in  general  on  board  the  Queen  had  enjoyed 
a  pretty  good  ftate  of  health,  except  Mr.  Turner,  our  Second  Mate, 
who  was  taken  ill  foon  after  we  left  St.  Jago,  and  Captain  Dixon, 
who  latterly  had  been  attacked  by  a  complication  of  diforders  ;  but 
now  the  fcurvy  began  to  make  its  appearance  amongft  us,  many  of 
the  people  being  affe&ed  more  or  lefs,  and  one  man  entirely  laid  up 
with  it.  Though  every  anti-fcorbutic  on  board  was  ufed  with  the 
greateft  care  and  regularity,  yet  we  found  all  would  be  ineffectual, 
without  the  aftiftance  of  frefh  air,  frefh  water,  provilions,  vegeta¬ 
bles,  &c.  on  which  it  was  determined  to  make  Sandwich  Iflands  as 
foon  as  poffible. 
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1786.  Being  already  in  our  proper  latitude,  we  kept  Banding  to  the 
Weft  ward,  with  a  fine  leading  breeze  5  and  at  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  we  faw  Owhyhee,  the  principal  of  the  Sand¬ 
wich  Iflands,  bearing  Weft,  diftance  about  fourteen  leagues.  At 
noon,  the  Morth-Eaft  point  bore  North,  at  three  leagues  diftance. 
As  it  was  well  known  that  this  ifland  afforded  every  thing  we 
wanted  in  abundance,  the  fight  of  it  put  every  perfon  on  board  in 
frefh  fpirits.  After  ftanding  along  the  fhore  two  days,  with  light 
winds,  frequently  inclining  to  calm,  we  came  to  anchor  on  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  in  Karakkakooa  Bay,  at  one  o’clock  on 
the  26th,  in  eight  fathom  water,  the  Weft  point  of  the  Bay  bearing 
Weft  by  North,  and  the  South  point,  South  half  Weft,  at  about  a 
mile  diftant  from  fhore.  In  the  afternoon  we  were  furrounded  by 
an  innumerable  quantity  of  canoes,  and  vaft  numbers  of  both  fexes* 
in  the  water ;  many  of  thefe,  no  doubt,  came  to  fee  us  through 
cuiiofity,  but  numbers  brought  various  commodities  to  fell,  fuch 
as  hogs,  fweet  potatoes,  plantains,  bread,  fruit,  &c.  thefe  we  pur- 
chafed  with  toes,  fifh-hooks,  nails,  and  other  articles  of  trifling., 
value:  the  people  bought  fifhing- lines,  mats,  and  various  other 
curiofities .. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we  began  to  prepare  for 
watering,  intending  to  difpatch  that  with  all  expedition  ;  but- 
Captain  Dixon  going  on  board  the  King  George,  was  informed, 
to  our  very  great  difappointment,  that  the  inhabitants  wero 
growing  troublefome,  and  that  they  had  already  tabooed  the, 
watering  place.  This  ceremony  of  tabooing  is  performed  by  their 
priefts,  and  is  done  by  flicking  a  number  of  fmall  wands,  tipt  with 
a  tuft  of  white  hair,  round  any  place  they  want  to  keep  private, 
after  which,  no  perfon  prefumes  to  approach  the  place,  and  I  believe 
the  punifhment  is  death  for  an  offence  of  this  kind.  We  were 

afraid 
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afiaid  at  nrft,  that  this  treatment  might  proceed  from  a  remem-  178 
brance  of  the  Ioffes  they  fuftained  after  the  melancholy  death  of  ,  Ma 
Captain  Cook,  who  was  killed  in  this  harbour ;  but  that  was  not 
the  cafe  :  the  reafon  they  gave  for  this  proceeding  was,  that  all 
their  Chiefs  being  abfent,  engaged  in  war  with  a  neighbouring 

ifiand,  theyduift  not,  on  any  account,  fuffer  ffrangers  to  come  on 
fhore. 

One  of  our  principal  objefts  being  thus  fruftrated,  our  Captains 
aie  determined  to  leave  this  place  as  foon  as  poflible  mean  while, 
we  keep  purchaling  hogs,  fowls,  vegetables,  &c.  in  abundance  ; 
and  I  believe  every  perfon  on  board  has  already  began  to  feel  the 

good  effects  of  frefh  victuals,  but  fcarcely  any  one  more  than, 
thine,  &c. 

0  T  W.  B. 

sandwich  Islands,  j 
28th  May.  j 


1 

L  E  T  T  E  Pv  XIV. 


BEFORE  I  proceed  with  my  narration,  give  me  leave  to 
obferveto  thee,  that  the  Sandwich  Iffands  were  difcoveredby 
the  late  Captain  Cook,  in  his  laff  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Owhyhee,  the  principal,  is  the  firft  to  the  Southward  and  Eaffward ; 
the  reft  in  a  direction  nearly  North-Weft.  The  names  of  the 
principals  are,  Mowee,  Moretoy,  Ranai,  Whahoo,  Attoui,  and 

Oneehow.  This  will,  I  prefume,  be  fufficient  for  thy  information 
at  pretent. 


1 


At 
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1786.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  27th,  we  weighed  and' 
Jif!‘  made  fail,  tacking  occafionally  during  the  night,  and  the  whole  of 

the  28th,  having  light  variable  winds.  The  people  were  employed 
in  killing  hogs,  and  faking  them  for  the  fhip’s  ufe.  A  number  of 
canoes  kill  kept  following  us  with  hogs,  vegetables,  &c. 

At  noon,  on  the  29th,  Karakkakooa  bore  North-Eaff  by  Eak, 
dikance  feven  or  eight  leagues  3  and  the  high  land  of  Mowee  (the 
Eland  we  intended  next  to  touch  at)  in  fight.  A  krong  breeze 
during  the  whole  of  the  30th,  prevented  our  touching  at  Mowee. 
In  the  morning  the  Ifland  of  Ranai  bore  North  North-Wek,  at  fix 
leagues  dikance  j  and  at  noon  a  high  bluff  to  the  Wekward  bore 
North  by  Wek,  dikance  one  league.  We  kept  kanding  for  Wha- 
hoo  with  a  good  Eakerly  breeze. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  31k,  the  North  Eak  end  of 
Moretoy  bore  North  North  Eak,  dikance  about  fix  leagues.  At 
noon  we  faw  Whahoo  j  the  South  Eak  part  bore  Wek  South 
Wek,  and  the  North  Eak  part  North  Wek  5  latitude  21  deg.  14 
min.  North. 

* 

On  the  ik  of  June,  atone  in  the  afternoon,  we  came  to  anchor 
in  a  bay  on  the  South  fide  of  Whahoo,  in  eight  and  half  fathom 
water,  over  a  fandy  bottom ;  the  extremes  of  the  land  bearing 
from  Eak  South  Eak  to  Wek  by  South,  dikance  from  kiore  near 
two  miles.  We  had  prefently  a  number  of  canoes  along-fide,  but 
hogs  and  vegetables  were  much  fcarcer  here  than  at  Owhyhee. 

Eaily  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  our  Captains  went  on  kiore,  in 
order  to  find  a  watering  place,  and  procure  accommodations  for 
the  iick  :  they  foon  met  with  good  water,  but  the  accefs  to  it  was 

very 
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very  difficult,  occafioned  by  a  reef  of  rocks  which  run  almoft  the  y86- 
length  of  the  bay,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  ffiore,  and  fo  l— 1 
high,  that  it  was  fcarcely  practicable,  and  by  no  means  fa fe  for  a 
loaded  boat  to  venture  over :  this  circumftance  made  us  defpair  of 
filling  our  water  at  this  ifland;  but  Captain  Dixon  taking  notice 
that  moft  of  the  people  in  the  canoes  had  feveral  gourds,  or  cala- 
baffies  full  of  water,  he  directed  us  to  purchafe  them,  which  we 
eafily  did  for  nails,  buttons,  and  fuch  like  trifles  :  indeed  fo  fond 
were  they  of  this  traffic,  that  every  other  obje£l  was  totally  aban¬ 
doned,  and  the  whole  Ifland,  at  leaf!  that  part  which  lay  next  us, 
were  employed  in  bringing  water  :  for  a  fmall,  or  a  middling- fized 
calabafh,  containing  perhaps  two  or  three  gallons,  we  gave  a  fmall 
nails  and  for  larger  ones  in  proportion.  Thus,  in  this  very  fin- 
gular,  and  I  may  venture  to  fay,  unprecedented  manner,  were  both 
fhips  compleatly  fupplied  with  water,  not  only  at  a  trivial  expence, 
but  alfo  faving  our  boats,  cafks,  and  tackling,  and  preferving  the 
people  from  wet,  and  the  danger  of  catching  cold.  During  the 
time  we  were  taking  in  water,  &c.  our  people  were  bufied  in  let¬ 
ting  up  the  rigging  fore  and  aft,  feraping  the  ffiip’s  fides,  and 
other  neceffiary  employments.  The  Surgeon  took  the  Tick  people 
on  fhore  on  the  2d,  expecting  the  land  air  would  be  of  fervice  to  r 
them  s  but  the  weather  was  very  fultry,  and  the  inhabitants 
crowded  about  them  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  were  obliged  to  * 
come  on  board,  fatigued  inftead  of  being  refreflied  by  their  jaunt. 

One  of  our  grand  objects  was  now  compleated,  and  our  lick  peo¬ 
ple  in  fome  meafure  recovered  ;  but  we  wiffied,  if  poffible,  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  farther  fupply  of  hogs,  vegetables,  &c.  and  Whahoo  afford¬ 
ing  but  little  of  either,  it  was  determined  to  make  Attoui  with  all 
expedition,  that  illand  abounding  with  every  thing  we  wifhed  for. 


At 
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1786.  At  feven  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we  weighed  anchor,  and. 

-* U1‘e'  .flood  for  Attoui,  with  moderate  breezes  and  cloudy  weather.  At 
noon  the  South  point  of  Whahoo  bore  Eafb  South  Eafl,  diflance 
fix  leagues;  latitude  21  deg.  15  min.  North. 

In  the  morning  of  the  6th,  we  faw  Attoui ;  and  at  noon,  the 
high  point  upon  the  South-Eaft  end  bore  Weft  North  Weft,  at 
nine  leagues  diftance,  Whahoo  ftill  in  fight. 

By  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  we  were  a-breaft  of 
Wymoa-Bay,  Attoui,.  the  place  we  propofed  coming  to  anchor  in; 
but  the  wind  blowing  pretty  ftrong  from  the  South  Eaft,  and  the 
bay  quite  open  to  that  quarter,  Captain  Portlock  declined  coming 
to  here,  and  propofed  ftanding  for  Oneehow,  which  at  four  o’clock 
bore  Weft  North  Weft,  at  about  five  leagues  diftance.  During  the 
night,  we  tacked  occafionally ;  and  at  ten  in  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Yam  Bay,  Oneehow,  in  feven- 
teen  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bottom.  The  North  point 
of  the  bay  bore  North  North  Eaft,  and  the  South  point  South  by 
Eaft,  at  one  and  a  half  mile  diftance  from  fhore.  This  Ifland  pro¬ 
duces  great  quantities  of  excellent  yams,  and  the  inhabitants 
brought  us  a  plentiful  fupply,  which  we  purchafed  for  nails,  and 
fuch  like  trifles  :  indeed  this  place  produces  no  great  plenty  of  any 
thing  befides,  there  being  but  few  inhabitants  here,  compared  with 
Attoui,  Whahoo,  &c.  &c.  Our  fick  were  taken  on  fhore  here,  and 
found  great  benefit  from  the  land  air,  as  they  could  walk  about  at 
their  eafe,  without  being  molefted  by  the  inhabitants.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  Chief  at  this  ifland  is  called  Abbenooe ;  he  feems  a  very 
active,  intelligent  perfon,  and  Captain  Portlock  making  him  fome 
trifling  prefents,  he  was  wholly  attached  to  us  ;  fo  that  our  fick  were 
much  better  accommodated  on  his  account.  We  got  very  few 
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hogs  here,  and  thefe  were  chiefly  brought  from  Attoui:  however, 
as  our  people  are  pretty  well  recovered,  and  every  neceflary  bufmefs 
on  board  the  fhips  compleated,  we  fhall  lofe  no  time  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  our  voyage,  but  get  to  fea  as  foon  as  poffible.  Thou 
mayed  depend  on  a  farther  continuation  the  earlied  opportunity, 
from 
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Sandwich  Islands, 
i  2th  June. 


LETTER  XV 


r  HOU  mayeft  fee  by  the  place  from  which  this  is  dated,  that 


A  we  at  lad  are  arrived  at  the  bufy  fcene  of  adtion,  and  per¬ 
haps  thou  wilt  infer,  at  the  fummit  of  our  hopes,  wifhes,  and 
expectations ;  but  have  a  little  patience,  my  good  friend,  and  thou 
wilt  perceive,  that  “  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters.” 

I  informed  thee  at  the  conclulion  of  my  laft,  that  we  were  get¬ 
ting  ready  for  fea  with  all  expedition,  our  attention  being  as  inva¬ 
riably  fixed  on  the  American  Coafl,  as  the  needle  is  to  the  North; 
Having  procured  as  many  hogs  as  our  time  would  permit,  together, 
with  an  excellent  dock  of  yams,  we  weighed  anchor  on  the  13  th  of 
June,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  and  made  fail,  handing  to  the  North- 
Wed,  with  moderate  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 

As  it  is  probable  we  diall  touch  at  Sandwich-ifiands,  perhaps 
more  than  once  during  the  courfe  of  our  voyage,  I  fhall  defer  giv¬ 
ing  thee  any  further  account  of  them  at  prefent,  as  in  that  cafe  I 
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1786.  fhall  be  ablo  to  defcribe  them  more  particularly  than  J  now  have  it 

July.  •  ,  1 

„  j  in  my  power  to  do. 

No  very  material  occurrence  happened  during  the  greateft  part 
of  our  palfage  from  the  Iflands  to  Cook’s  River:  however,  as  thou 
art  fond  of  particulars,  though  ever  fo  trifling,  I  will  endeavour 
to  oblige  thee  in  that  refpehh 


On  the  1 5th,  being  well  clear  of  the  land,  we  changed  our  courfe 
to  North  and  North  by  Eaft,  and  from  that  to  the  2 2d,  had  mode¬ 
rate  breezes,  with  fine  weather. 

From  the  23d  to  the  28th,  frequent  ftrong  breezes  with  rain; 
the  wind  veering  from  South  Weft  to  North  Weft,  but  more  fre¬ 
quently  fince  the  trade  winds  left  us,  which  they  did  about  the 
latitude  26  deg.  North. 

From  the  29th  of  June  to  the  ift  of  July,  we  had  light  variable 
winds,  with  thick  fogs,  and  drizling  rain ;  latitude  on  the  30th 
of  June  40.  deg.  30  min.  North;  longitude  15 1  deg.  42  min.  Weft. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  the  water  changing  its  colour,  and  a  number 
of  feals  being  feen  playing  about  us  (one  of  which  was  ftruck 
and  got  on  board  the  King  George)  we  founded  with  a  line  of  120 
fathom,  but  got  no  bottom.  On  the  3d,  we  faw  a  piece  of  wood 
floating  on  the  water,  with  a  number  of  birds  on  it :  we  had  fre¬ 
quent  gales  from  the  North  Weft,  with  rain.  On  the  4th,  being 
in  45  deg.  2  min.  North  latitude,  and  150  deg.  10  min.  Weft 
longitude,  we  found  a  ftrong  current  fetting  to  the  South  Weft. 

From  the  5th  to  the  nth,  we  had  variable  winds  from  South 
Eaft  to  South  Weft,  fometimes  ftrong  breezes,  with  foggy  weather 

2  and 
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and  much  rain.  On  the  ioth,  our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  51 
deg.  24  min.  North  latitude  5  and  149  deg.  35  min.  Weft  longitude ; 
the  weather  thick  and  hazy. 


We  frequently  faw  great  quantities  of  fea-weed,  called  by  failors 
fea-leeks,  and  a  fpecies  of  birds  much  refembling  Cape  pigeons. 
The  nth,  in  the  evening,  the  moon  was  totally  eclipfed,  but  the 
evening  and  night  were  fo  very  thick  and  foggy,  that  we  could  not 
obtain  the  leaft  fight  of  it. 


By  the  13th,  our  ftock  of  yams  was  nearly  expended,  an  incon¬ 
venience  which  we  felt  very  heavily,  as  they  anfwered  every  pur- 
pofe  both  of  potatoes  and  bread.  We  frequently  palled  pieces  of 
wood  and  fea-weed,  and  faw  various  fpecies  of  birds.  Latitude  at 
noon  on  the  13th,  54  deg.  55  min.  North  5  longitude  148  deg.  34 
min.  Weft. 

On  the  15th,  the  colour  of  the  water  altering  very  much,  the 
King  George  frequently  founded  with  90  to  1 20  fathom  line,  but 
found  no  bottom.  Latitude  at  noon,  57  deg.  4  min.  North  ;  lon¬ 
gitude  149  deg.  22  min.  Weft. 

On  the  1 6th,  we  had  a  number  of  puffins,  gulls,  fea-parrots,  and 
other  birds  about  us ;  fea-leeks  and  pieces  of  wood  continually 
paffing  us  :  on  this  we  founded  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon, 
with  120  fathom  line,  but  got  no  bottom.  Our  obfervation  at 
noon  gave  58  deg.  34  min.  North  latitude  ;  and  our  longitude 
was  15 1  degrees  4  minutes  Weft.  At  fix  in  the  afternoon,  we 
founded  with  55  fathom  line,  over  a  bottom  of  black  rock  and 
fand,  intermixed  with  a  kind  of  black  fhells.  At  feven  o’clock, 
being  then  ftanding  nearly  North,  we  faw  the  land  to  our  great 
joy,  bearing  North  Weft  by  Weft,  at  about  eight  leagues  diftance, 
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and  which  we  judged  to  be  near  Cook’s  River.  During  the 
evening,  we  had  a  number  of  whales  playing  about  the  fhip.  f 
forgot  to  obferve  before,  that  our  original  deRination  was  firR 
to  King  George’s  Sound :  but  as  we  were  confiderably  later  in 
the  feafon  than  we  once  expefled  to  be,  our  Captains  judged  it 
mod:  prudent  to  make  Cook’s  River  firR,  and  Rand  along  the  coaR 
to  the  Southward,  as  the  feafon  advanced. 


The  wind  being  right  againft  us,  we  plied  to  windward  during 
the  17th  and  18th,  when  we  found  the  land  feen  on  the  evening 
of  the  1 6th,  to  be  a  group  of  iflands,  called  by  Captain  Cook  the 
Barren  Iflands,  and  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  Cook’s  River. 


At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  we  faw  the  Ifland  St. 
Hermogenes,  bearing  from  South  South  Wed:  to  Wed:,  at  three 
leagues  diflance.  The  whales  near  the  land  were  lb  numerous, 
that  their  blowing  refembled  a  large  reef  of  rocks. 

At  eleven  o  clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  19th,  we  made  the  en¬ 
trance  of  Cook’s  River,  leaving  the  Barren  Ides  to  the  Southward 
and  Eaflward.  Both  wind  and  tide  being  now  in  our  favour,  we 
kept  Handing  along  the  Eaflern  diore,  intending,  if  podible,  to 
make  Anchor  Point  before  we  let  go  our  anchor ;  but  at  feven  in 
the  afternoon  we  were  furprized  with  the  report  of  a  gun,  which 
proceeded  from  a  bay  nearly  a-breafl  of  us,  at  about  four  miles 
didance.  Captain  Portlock  immediately  fired  a  gun,  by  way  of 
anfwering  this  fignal,  and  there  being  every  appearance  of  a  good 
haibour,  he  determined  to  Rand  in,  and  come  to  anchor,  in  order 
that  we  might  know  what  nation  had  got  the  Rart  of  us. 

Various  weie  our  conjectures  on  this  head  ;  fome  thinking  they 
t  &  it  pofiloly  be  oui  own  countrymen;  others,  that  they  were 

French, 
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French  j  and  indeed  this  latter  conjecture  had  a  good  deal  of  weight 
with  us,  as  we  had  heard  of  two  French  fhips  fitting  out  for  this 
coaft,  at  the  time  we  left  England.  However,  all  our  furmifes 
were  foon  changed  into  certainty,  for  as  we  were  {landing  into  the 
bay  with  a  light  breeze,  a  boat  came  from  the  fhore  to  the  King 
George,  and  the  people  proved  to  be  Ruffians. 

At  eight  o’clock,  being  well  into  the  bay,  we  came  to  anchor  in 
thirty-five  fathom  water.  Point  Bede  bearing  Eafl  North  Eaft,  at 
three  miles  diftance ;  and  Mount  St.  Auguftine  South  Weft  by 

Weft. 

Soon  after  our  anchor  was  gone,  four  or  five  canoes,  with  a  fingle 
perfon  in  each,  came  along-fide  us.  Wb  weie  fo  elated  with  this 
promifing  appearance,  that  an  affortment  of  our  various  ai  tides 
of  trade  was  immediately  got  to  hand,  and  abundance  of  fuis  weie 
already  on  board,  in  our  imagination :  but  thefe  pleafmg  ideas  foon 
vanifhed,  for  we  foon  found  that  thefe  people  belonged  to  the 

Ruffians. 

Though  our  expectations  of  finding  inhabitants  here  were  dif- 
appointed,  yet  as  the  place  was  found  very  convenient  foi  piocuiing 
a  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  every  necelfary  preparation  was  made 
for  that  purpofe,  and  parties  lent  on  fhore  in  the  morning  of  the 
20th,  to  cut  wood  and  fill  water  :  in  the  mean  time,  oui  Captains 
went  in  the  King  George’s  whale-boat  to  the  Ruffian  FaCtory,  in 
order  to  pick  up  what  intelligence  they  could,  refpecting  theii 
bufinefs  on  this  coaft. 

It  feems  the  Ruffians  had  no  fixed  fettlement  here,  and,  in  fhort, 
no  other  refidence  than  a  mere  temporary  one,  which  they  had 
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1786.  made  by  hauling  their  boats  on  fhore,  and  laying  them  on  their 
,  beam-ends,  with  Ikins  drawn  fore  and  aft,  to  fhelter  them  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  All  that  could  be  learnt  from 
them  was,  that  they  came  in  a  Hoop  from  Onalalka,  and  that  the 
people  we  had  feen  in  the  canoes  were  Codiac  Indians,  which  they 
had  brought  with  them,  the  better  to  facilitate  their  traffic  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Cook’s  River,  and  the  adjacent  country  5  but  not- 
withftanding  this,  they  had  frequently  quarelled  and  fought  with 
the  natives,  and  were  at  prefent  on  fuch  bad  terms  with  them,  that 
they  never  went  to  deep  without  their  arms  ready  loaded  by  their 
fide.  However,  the  accounts  we  got  feldom  agreed,  and  gave  us 
but  an  indifferent  idea  of  their  proceedings,  though  this  might 
arife,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  our  having  but  a  very  imperfedl 
knowledge  of  the  Ruffian  language :  thus  much  we  were  pretty 
certain  of,  that  they  had  met  with  very  few,  if  any  duns,  though 
they  had  got  nankeens,  and  Periian  fdks  to  traffic  with. 

The  watering  place  here  is  fo  very  convenient,  that  we  corn- 
pleated  our  water  in  one  day,  viz.  the  21ft  :  from  that  to  the  26th,. 
the  people  were  employed  in  cutting  wood,  and  recreating  them- 
felves  on  diore. 

On  the  24th,  our  Captains  went  to  furvey  the  bay,  and  land¬ 
ing  on  the  South  Eaft  point,  they  found  a  vein  of  coals,  fome  of 
which  were  brought  on  board.  The  bay,  from  this  circumftance, 
obtained  the  name  of  Coal  Harbour. 

I 

Our  people  frequently  tried  to  catch  fidi  with  a  hook  and  line, 
but  to  no  purpofe :  however,  Captain  Portlock  having  a  feme  on 
board,  it  was  frequently  hauled  with  fuccefs,  and  large  quantities  : 

of  line  falmon  caught,  which  were  generally  divided  between 
the  diips. 
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The  country  here  is  very  mountainous  :  the  hills  hoping  down  1786. 
neared  the  diore,  are  totally  covered  with  pines,  intermixed  with 
birch,  alder,  and  various  other  trees  and  dirubs,  whild  the  moie 
didant  mountains,  whole  lofty  fummits  outreach  the  clouds,  are 
totally  covered  with  fnow,  and  have  the  appeal ance  of  evei lading 
Winter.  But  I  {hall  not  at  prefent  attempt  any  farther  defcription 
of  a  country,  which  as  yet  I  am  fo  little  acquainted  with  :  let  it 
fuffice  for  thee  at  prefent  to  know,  that  though  this  is  the  latte* 
end  of  July,  the  weather  is  in  general  cold,  damp,  and  difagreeable, 
with  frequent  fhowers  of  fnow  or  fleet  j  and  the  futiounding  pie- 
fpedl  barren,  dreary,  and  uncomfortable.  So  much  at  prefent  foi 
the  promifed  land .  Thine  ever, 

W.  B, 


Cook’s  River,  7 
25th  uly  .  5 


LETTER  XVI. 

HAVING  compleated  our  water,  and  got-  on  board  a  diffi¬ 
dent  quantity  of  wood  for  prefent  ufe,  we  weighed  anchor 
V  early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and  flood  out  for  the  main  river, 
as  our  Captains  knew  we  ffiould  find  inhabitants  farther  to  the 
Northward ;  and  there  was  not  the  lead  doubt  of  meeting  with 
,  furs  wherever  we  could  find  people.  The  tide  in  the  river  is  'veiy 
rapid,  running  at  lead  four  knots  per  hour ;  fo  that  there  was  a 
necedity  of  coming  to  anchor  every  tide,  unlefs  abided  by  a  iiedi 
favourable  breeze  :  this,  however,  was  looked  upon  by  us  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  little  confequence,  as  we  expected  fuch  plenty  of  traffic  up 
the  river,  that  our  frequent  anchoring  would  be  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  5  but  in  this  we  were  difappointed. 
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1786.  During  the  26th  and  27-th,  we  kept  {landing  up  the  river  with 
/,unc'  ,  .variable  winds,  and  moderate  weather:  no  inhabitants  came  near 

y  11 

us,  nor  any  particular  occurrence  happened.  At  noon  on  the  27th, 
the  Burning  Mountain  bore  South- Weft  by  Weft.  A  confiderable 
fmoke  iftued  from  its  fummit,  which  is  very  lofty,  but  we  faw  no 
fiery  eruption ;  nor  did  I  find,  on  enquiry  of  Captain  Dixon,  that 
they  ever  faw  any  greater  appearance  of  a  volcano  from  this  moun¬ 
tain,  during  their  cruize  up  this  river,  their  laft  Voyage,  at  which 
time  it  was  difcovered. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28  th,  we  came  to 
anchor  in  eleven  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bottom,  the  adjacent 
coaft  to  the  Weftward  about  three  miles  diftance,  tolerably  level, 
and  likely,  in  the  opinion  of  our  Captains,  to  produce  Furs.  In  the 
evening,  a  fmgle  canoe,  with  one  man  in  her,  came  along-fide  us, 
but  brought  nothing,  except  a  little  dried  falmon,  which  we  bought 
for  a  few  beads,  with  which  he  feemed  perfectly  fatisfied.  ’Tis  moft 
probable  this  man  came  purpofely  to  reconnoitre  us,  and  learn  our 
intentions ;  for  when  he  underftood  that  we  came  to  trade  peace¬ 
ably,  and  was  fhewn  various  articles  we  had  to  traffic  with,  he  was 
very  well  pleafed,  and  gave  us  to  underftand  that  the  people  (point¬ 
ing  the  fhore)  would  bring  us  plenty  of  lkins  by  the  next  day’s 
fun.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  we  had  feveral  canoes 
along-fide  usj  fome  fo  fmall,  that  they  hold  only  one  or  two  men, 
and  others  with  from  ten  to  fourteen  people  in  them :  they 
brought  us  lkins  of  various  forts,  fuch  as  land  and  fea  otters, 
bears,  racoons,  marmots,  &c.  &c.  for  which  they  took  toes  and 
blue  beads,  but  the  toes  areffield  in  the  greateft  eftimation,  a  mid¬ 
dling  fized  toe  fetching  the  beft  otter  fkin  they  had  got.  During 
•the  greateft  part  of  the  day,  we  traded  with  pretty  good  fuc- 
cefs,  the  inhabitants  behaving  in  a  quiet,  orderly  manner,  and 
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we  kept  up  this  friendly  intercourfe  by  every  method  in  our  1786 
power,  being  perfectly  convinced,  that  a  kind  and  mild  treat-  ^ 
ment  was  the  fureft  means  of  procuring  what  we  wanted  from’ 
thefe  favages. 

Towards  evening,  the  wind  blowing  frefii,  no  canoes  ventured' 
to  come  near  us ;  but  the  weather  proving  moderate  on  the  30th, 
a  number  of  fmall  canoes,  and  two  large  ones,  came  along- fide*, 
from  whom  we  purchafed  every  thing  they  had  worth  picking  up. 

By  our  obfervation  to-day  at  noon,  the  place  where  we  now  lay' 
is  in  60  deg.  48  min.  North  latitude ;  and  152  deg.  11  min.  Well: 
longitude.  From  this  to  the  3d  of  Auguft,  the  weather  was  mode¬ 
rate  and  fine  :  our  friends  kept  bringing  us  Ikins  of  various  kinds, 
but  gave  us  to  underftand,  that  their  own  were  all  fold,  aild  that 
they  were  obliged  to  trade  with  tribes  in  difbant  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  in  order  to  fupply  us.  They  alfo  brought  us  great  plenty  of 
excellent  frefii  falmon,  which  we  bought  very  cheap,  giving  a  fingle 
bead  for  a  large  fifh ;  indeed  they  were  fo  plentiful,  that  at  any 
time  if  we  refufed  to  purchafe,  they  would  throw  the  fifh  on  board, 
fooner  than  be  at  the  pains  to  take  them  back.  The  falmon 
come  into  the  river  in  innumerable  fhoals,  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  and  are  caught  by  the  natives  in  wears,  with  the  greateft 
eafe  5  they  are  fmoaked  and  dried  in  their  huts,  and  make  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  their  food  during  the  Winter.  What  a  frefii 
inftance  this  of  the  goodnefs  of  Divine  Providence  towards  his 
creatures  !  How  bountifully  he  hath  provided  for  thefe  poor 
wretches,  in  this  barren  and  inhofpitable  part  of  the  world  !  Surely, 
after  this,  no  one  can  alk  with  the  difcontented  Iffaelites,  £C  Can,. 

God  fpread  a  table  in  the  wildernefs  ?’’ 
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1786.  On  the  4th  of  Auguft,  we  had  a  ftrong  breeze  from  the  South  South 
Eaft,  which  prevented  any  canoes  coming  near  us  3  but  the  weather, 
on  the  5th,  being  pretty  moderate,  feveral  canoes  came  alongside, 
but  the  people  had  very  few  Ikins,  and  they  gave  us  to  underftand, 
that  the  country  was  pretty  well  drained.  We  were  moored  with 
both  bowers,  but  this  morning  we  took  up  the  beft,  in  order  to  be 
ready  for  lea,  when  Captain  Portlock  fhould  make  the  fignal. 

In  the  morning  of  the  6th,  we  had  ftrong  breezes  from  the  South 
South  Weft,  with  rain,  which  continued  till  noon  on  the  7th,  when 
the  weather  turned  moderate.  In  the  afternoon.  Captain  Portlock 
came  on  board  us,  and  propofed  weighing  anchor  at  four  o’clock 
the  next  morning.  Accordingly  we  weighed,  and  were  making 
fail,  when  Captain  Portlock  fent  his  Third  Mate  on  board  us,  with 
a  meffage,  intimating,  that  as  the  weather  promifed  very  unfa¬ 
vourably,  we  had  much  better  ftay  where  we  lay,  than  run  the 
rifque  of  getting  a  bad  fituation  in  a  gale  of  wind;  accordingly,  we 
again  let  go  our  anchor,  and  foon  found  his  fuggeftion  a  good  one, 
for  in  the  evening  there  came  on  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind,  which 
continued  the  greateft  part  of  the  night.  We  again  moored  fhip, 
with  the  beft  bower  3  but  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  weather 
growing  moderate,  we  hove  it  up  again,  in  order  to  be  ready  for 
failing  with  the  firft  fair  wind.  For  feveral  days  paft,  but  few 
canoes  had  been  near  us,  and  thefe  brought  us  nothing  but  old  tat¬ 
tered  pieces,  the  remnants  of  dirty  Ikins  which  they  had  wore  to 
defend  themfelves  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  :  indeed,  for 
fome  time  paft,  what  good  Ikins  they  brought  were  cut  into  ftrips, 
probably  with  a  view  to  obtain  better  prices  3  but  this  practice  we 
difcountenanced  as  much  as  poftible. 


Before 
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Before  I  proceed  farther,  let  me  endeavour  to  give  thee  fome 
Idea  of  the  country  near  the  place  we  now  lay  ;  and  furely  a  pro- 
fpedt  more  dreary  and  uncomfortable  can  fcarcely  be  conceived, 
than  that  which  prefented  itfelf  to  our  view  to  the  North  Weil:. 
The  land,  indeed,  clofe  by  the  fea-fide,  is  tolerably  level,  affords 
a  few  pines,  which,  together  with  fhrubs  and  underwoods,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  long  grafs,  make  the  landfcape  not  altogether  difagree- 
able  ;  but  the  adjacent  mountains,  whofe  rugged  tops  far  outreach 
the  clouds,  abfolutely  beggar  all  defcription  :  covered  with  eternal 
fnow,  except  where  the  fierce  North  wind  blows  it  from  their  craggy 
fummits,  they  entirely  chill  the  blood  of  the  beholder,  and  their 
prodigious  extent  and  ftupendous  precipices,  render  them  equally 
inacceffible  to  man  or  beaft.  I  had  forgot,  that  in  my  laft  I  pro- 
mifed  to  attempt  no  more  defcription s  of  the  country  at  prefent, 
■  but  the  profpedt  juft  mentioned  had  fomething  in  it  fo  awfully 
dreadful,  that  I  could  not  avoid  faying  a  few  words  refpedting  it, 
and  I  know  thou  wilt  readily  forgive  any  little  inadvertencies  of 
this  fort,  as  my  only  wifli  is,  to  amufe  and  entertain— I  wifh  I 
could  add,  and  inftrudt  thee.  Thou  mayeft  expedt  a  continuation 
very  foon.  Adieu.  Thine,  6cc. 

W.  B. 


Cook’s  River,  ? 
10th  Auguft.  I 
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Auguft. 
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LETTER  XVII. 

/ 

I  OBSERVED  in  my  laft,  that  we  held  ourfelves  in  readinefs 
to  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind  ;  and  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  we  weighed  and  made  fail  with  mode¬ 
rate  breezes  and  fine  weather.  At  eight  o’clock,  finding  the  tide 
fet  us  ftrongly  in  for  the  land,  and  very  near  a  long  ridge  of  fand 
'to  the  Southward,  we  let  go  an  anchor  in  ten  fathom  water,  over 
a  ftony  bottom  j  an  ifiand  to  the  Southward  at  little  more  than  a 
mile’s  diftance.  At  five  in  the  afternoon,  we  weighed  and  made 
fail,  but  the  breeze  not  enabling  us  to  ftem  the  tide,  at  nine  we 
were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  in  twelve  fathom  water,  over  a  1 
rocky  bottom ;  the  North  Weft  end  of  the  filiall  ifiand  to  the 
Southward,  bearing  Weft  North  Weft,  diftance  off  fhore  to  the: 
Northward  five  miles ;  the  weather  moderate  and  fine. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  1  ith,  we  weighed  anchor,  and: 
kept  ftanding  down  the  river.  At  eight  o’clock  we  perceived,  two  » 
Ruffian  boats*  with  eighteen  men  in  each,  fteering  for  the  ifiand 
to  the  Southward..  They,  no  doubt,  were  the  fame  people  we 
faw  in  coming,  up  the  river.  It  Teems  to  be  their  plan , to  fub-  - 
jugate  the  poor  Indians,  and  afterwards  to  exadt  what  lkins  they  . 
can,  by  way  of  tribute  j  bat  the  people  are  difperfed  in  fo  many 
different  parts,  that  this  fcheme  can  Purely  never  anfwer  their,  pur- 
pofe.  At  eleven  o’clock  we  came  to  in  nineteen  fathom  water,  9 
Anchor  Point  bearing  South  by  Eaft,  diftance  from  ..fhore  four . 
miles.  Our  obfervatlon  at  noon  gave  60  deg.  9  min.  North  lati¬ 
tude,  . 
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tude.  Having  but  light  breezes,  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the 
tide  in  {landing  down  the  river. 

At  noon  on  the  12th,  Cape  Bede  bore  Eaft  South  Eaft,  and 
Coal  Harbour  Eaft  by  South.  At  two  o’clock  we  came  to  in  thir¬ 
ty-nine  fathom  water,  the  barren  Iftands  bearing  South  South 
Eaftj  the  Burning  Mountain  Weft  North  Well;  Mount  St. 
Auguftine  South  Weft }  and  Coal  Harbour  Eaft.  Our  obfervation 
gave  59  deg.  28  min.  North  latitude;  and  1 51  deg.  Weft  longitude. 
The  weather  was  moderate  and  fine,  and  we  had  great  reafon  to 
hope  that  the  next  tide,  with  a  tolerable  breeze,  would  carry  us 
clear  of  the  river. 

In  regard  to  the-  extent  of  this  river,  I  cannot  fpeak  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  ;  but  we  know  that  it  reaches  confiderably  far¬ 
ther  to  the  Northward  than  where  we  lay  at  anchor.  With  refped 
to  its  breadth,  it  is  feldom  more  than  twenty  miles  over. 

The  inhabitants  feem  not  to  have  fixed  on  any  particular  fpot 
fpr  their  refidence,  but  are  fcattered  about  here  and  there,  as  beft 
fuits  their  convenience  or  inclination.  ’Tis  moft  probable  they  are 
divided  into  clans  or  tribes,  as  in  every  large  canoe  we  faw  there 
was  at  leaft  one  perfon  of  luperior  authority  to  the  reft,  who  not 
only  directed  their  traffic,  but  kept  them  in  a  proper  degree  of 
fubordination.  In  their  manners  they  feem  harmlefs  and  inoffen- 
five  ;  but  this  might  probably  be  occafioned  by  the  different  treat¬ 
ment  they  met  with  from  us,  to  what  the  Ruffians  had  ufed  them 
to.  The  weapons  we  faw  are  bows  and  arrows,  and  fpears ;  thefe 
are  very  ufeful  in  hunting,  as  well  as  fighting ;  the  flefh  of  the 
various  beads  they  kill  ferving  them  for  food,  as  their  fkins  do  for 
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1786.  cloathing.  One  would  reafonably  fuppofe  that  the  fkins  of  large 
AuSui*‘  t  beafts,  as  bears,  wolves,  &c.  would  be  held  in  the  greateft  eftlma- 
tion  as  cloaths  bv  thefe  people :  this,  however,  is  not  the  cafe,  the 
greater  part  wearing  cloaks  made  of  marmot-lkins,  very  neatly 
fewed  together,  one  cloak  containing  perhaps  more  than  one  hun^ 
dred  lkins :  it  is  moft  likely  that  their  women’s  time  is  principally 
taken  up  in  employments  like  thefe.  Befides  the  fea-otter,  here  are 
bears,  wolves,  foxes,  racoons,  marmots,  or  field-mice,  mufquafh, 
ermine,  &c.  &c.  but  the  marmot  and  fox  feem  to  be  in  the  greateft 
plenty.  The  trade  thefe  people  are  fondeft  of  for  their  fkins,  is 
toes,  and  light  blue  beads,  fcarcely  any  other  fort  (though  we,  had 
a  very  great  variety)  being  taken  the  leaft  notice  of. 

In  their  perfons,  thefe  people  are  of  a  middle  fize,  and  well  pro¬ 
portioned  j  their  features  appear  regular,  but  their  faces  are  fo 
bedaubed  with  dirt  and  filth,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  fort 
of  complexion  they  have.  That  perfon  feems  to  be  reckoned  the 
greateft  beau  amongft  them,  whofe  face  is  one  entire  piece  of  fmut 
and  greafe,  and  his  hair  well  daubed  with  the  fame  compofition. 
Their  nofe  and  ears  are  ornamented  with  beads,  or  teeth,  if  they 
cannot  procure  any  thing  elfe  :  they  have  likewife  a  long  flit  cut  in 
the  under  lip,  parallel  with  the  mouth,  which  is  ornamented  much 
in  the  fame  manner  with  the  nofe  and  ears  5  but  this  I  could  ob- 
ferve  was  always  in  proportion  to  the  perfon ’s  wealth.  We  faw 
only  one  woman,  and  the  people  with  her  behaved  with  great 
civility,  and  attended  her  with  great  refpedt :  her  face,  contrary  to 
the  general  cuftom,  was  tolerably  clean,  and  her  complexion  and 
features  far  from  difagreeable  :  indeed  I  have  often  feen  much 
worfe-looking  women  in  England.  Their  final!  canoes  are  fo  con,- 
ftruhied,  as  to  hold  but  one,  or  at  moft  two  perfons ;  and  both 
thefe  and  the  large  ones  are  covered  with  fkins.  It  poftibly  may 
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be  in  my  power,  before  the  conclufion  of  our  Voyage,  to  give  thee 
a  farther  account  of  thefe  people ;  if  fo,  thou  mayeft  depend  on  it  5 
in  the  mean  time,  let  me  proceed  with  our  tranfa<ftions». 


1786. 

Auguft. 


I  have  obferved,  that  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  was  fine,  and  the  * 
weather  continuing  favourable,  we  weighed  anchor  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  Auguft,  having  a  fine  leading  breeze 
and  clear  weather.  We  Rood  down  the  river  to  the  Eaft  North  % 
Eaft,  leaving  the  Barren  Iflands  to  the  Southward. 


Before  noon  we  were  clear  of  Cook’s  River,  and  our  deftination » 
being  for  Prince  William’s  Sound,  we  flood  to  the  North  Eaft,  at 
about  two  leagues  diflance  from  the  fhore.'  At  noon,  the  Norther- 
mofl-part  of  the  Continent  bore  North  Eaft  by  North  and  Sugar 
Loaf  Bland  (one  of  the  Barren  Blands)  South  Weft.  Towards  the  - 
evening  our  breeze  died  away,  and  during  the  night,  we  had  light 
baffling  winds. 

During  the  former  part  of  the  14th,  we  kept  Handing  along  the 
fhore,  latitude  at  noon  59  deg.  6  min.  North.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  weather  grew  cloudy  and  hazy.  At  four  o’clock  we  tacked,  and 
flood  to  the  North  Weft,  but  being  uncertain  how  we  were  fitu- 
ated  in  regard  to  the  pafiage  into  Prince  William’s  Sound,  at  eight 
we  again  tacked,  and  flood  off  fhore  till  twelve  o’clock. 

On  the  15th  we  had  light  airs,  with  hazy  weather.  We  had  loft 
fight  of  the  land,  but  at  two  o’clock  we  again  faw  it,  bearing  from 
North  North  Weft  to  Weft  North  Weft.  On  founding  we  found  . 
bottom  with  103  fathom  line,  mud  and  clay. 

Light 
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1786.  Eight  airs  and  hazy  on  the  16th.  We  ftill  kept  landing  along 
Augiift,  the  01QrCj  at  about  two  leagues  diftance  5  the  land  bearing  from 
•Weft  South  Weft  to  North.  O11  the  17th,  we  ftill  had  light  baf¬ 
fling  winds,  and  cloudy  weather.  Having  had  no  meridian  alti¬ 
tude  flnce  the  14th,  we  could  not  be  exadtly  certain,  as  to  our 
fttuation,  but  concluded  the  land  which  we  now  faw  to  the  North 
Eaft  to  be  Montague  Ifland.  It  being  nearly  calm,  and  our  found¬ 
ings  greatly  leftened,  we  came  to  anchor  at  three  o’clock,  in  forty- 
three  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bottom;  diftance  from  flioie 
about  three  miles.  I  ftiould  obferve,  that  for  fome  days  paft  our 
foundings  had  varied  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  twenty 
eight  fathom  water,  generally  over  a  muddy  bottom.  An  ifland  to 
the  Northward  bore  from  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  to  North  North 
Eaft.  Another  point  of  land  due  North,  at  fix  miles  diftance. 
Whilft  we  lay  at  anchor,  many  of  our  people  got  out  their  fiflr- 
ing-lines,  thinking  we  lay  on  a  cod-bank ;  they  caught  fome  fcul- 
pins,  and  a  few  halibut,  but  were  difappointed  in  their  expedfa- 
tions  of  catching  cod. 

The  weather  continued  thick  and  foggy,  but  at  fix  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  South 
Weft  by  Weft,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  flood  in  for  the  fliore. 
At  ten  o’clock,  we  founded  with  forty-five  fathom  line,  over  a 
bottom -of  fand  mixed  with  fhells;  at  twelve,  we  had  no  bottom 
with  eighty  fathom  line. 

The  early  part  of  the  morning  of  the  19th  was  fo  foggy,  that  we 
loft  fight  of  land,  but  at  eight  o’clock  we  faw  land  bearing  North 
Eaft  by  North.  We  kept  plying  to  windward,  in  order  to  make, 
if  poflible,  the  South  Weft  paflage  into  Prince  William’s  Sound, 
.which,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  bore  North  Eaft  by  North ;  the 

1  Eaftermoft 
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E after moft  point  of  land  in  fight  Eaft  by  North ;  Foot  Illand,  from  ^786. 
North  by  Eaft,  to  Weft  North  Weft  ;  Leg  Ifland,  Weft,  to  North 
Weft  by  North  ;  the  Continent  South  Weft.  The  wind  blew 
frelh  from  the  North  Eaft,  and  a  heavy  fwell  fetting  to  the  Weft- 
ward,  we  gained  little  or  nothing.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  South  Weft  Point  of  Montague  Eland  bore  Eaft  North 
Eaft,  at  four  miles  diftance.  The  wind  being  variable  during  the 
night,  we  tacked  occafionally.  At  ten  o’clock  we  had  foundings 
in  forty  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bottom. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  land  in  fight  bore/ 
from  North  North  Eaft  to  North  half  Weft  j  we  had  no  bottom 
with  a  line  of  fifty  fathom.  Still  we  kept  plying  to  windward,  but 
with  no  better  fuccefs  than  on  the  preceding  days,  owing  to  frefli  - 
North  Eafterly  winds,  and  a  current  fetting  to  the  Weftward. 


The  former  part  of  the  21ft  was  hazy,  with  rain.  At  four  in 
the  afternoon,  we  had  great  hopes  of  making  a  bay  near  the  wifhed- 
for  entrance,  being  in  feventeen  fathom  water,  and  within  a  mile 
and  half  of  the  land  j  but  we  found  a  ftrong  current  fet.us  bodily 
to  leeward,  in  addition  to  the  fwell  from  the  Eaftward.  In  the. 
evening,  and  during  the  night,  we  had  ftrong. North  Eafterly; 
breezes,  with  much  rain  j  and  the  former  part  of  the  2  2d  was  thick 
and  rainy,  but  tire  wind  more  moderate.  We  had  a  tolerable  ob- 
fervation  at  noon,  which  gave  59  deg.  1 5  min.  North  latitude, 
bbing  the  only  one  we  could  get  for  ten  days  paft.. 

]3urmg  the  afternoon,  and  the  wnole  of-  tiie  2^d,  the  v>eathei 
was  thick  and  hazy,  with  frefli  variable  breezes,  though  chiefly 
from  . the  North  Eaft,  and  no  land  in  fight. 

At . 
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1 786. 
Auguit. 


At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  wind  veered  to 
the  South  Eaft,  on  which  we  ftood  right  in  for  the  land,  which  we 
law  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  bearing  from  North  by  Eaft  to  Weft 
by  North,  at  ten  miles  diftance.  We  had  foundings  in  feventy 
fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom.  At  eight  in  the  evening, 
the  wind  changed  to  the  North  Eaft  'again,  and  we  ftood  off  the 
land  during  the  night,  it  being  very  uncertain  how  the  currents 
fet.  I  fhall  refume  the  fubjedt  very  fhortly.  Thine,  &c. 

W.  B. 

Off  Montague  Island, 

27th  Auguft. 


LETTER  XVIII. 


DU  R  I  N  G  the  15  th  and  26  th  of  Auguft,  we  had  light  winds, 
and  hazy  weather.  At  feven  in  the  evening  of  the  26th,  the 
wind  fhifted  to  the  Southward,  and  we  were  in  great  hopes  of  get¬ 
ting  in  with  the  land  next  day.  Towards  ten  o’clock  it  came  on 
to  blow  very  frefh,  fo  that  we  hove  to  till  three  in  the  morning 
of  the  27th,  when  we  made  fail,  and  ftood  to  the  Northward.  At 
noon  we  faw  the  land,  bearing  due  North.  Our  obfervation  gave 
59  deg.  North  latitude,  being  the  only  good  one  we  had  been  able 
to  make  for  the  paft  fortnight.  Longitude  145  deg.  44  min.  Weft. 
Finding  ourfelves  much  too  far  to  the  Eaftward,  to  have  any  hopes 
of  getting  into  Prince  William’s  Sound  by  the  South  Weft  paffage, 
our  Captains  determined  to  try  for  the  entrance  by  CapeHinchin- 
Frooke,  having  a  favourable  breeze  and  moderate  weather. 
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I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  there  are  two  paffages  into  the  1786. 
Sound  ;  the  one,  (which  we  have  in  vain  attempted  for  fome  time 
pafl)  to  the  Weftward,  and  the  other  to  the  Eaftward  of  Montague 
Ifland.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  faw  fome  low,  flat  land,  bear¬ 
ing  North  Eaft,  which  we  took  for  Kayes  Ifland.  At  eight  o’clock 
the  land  a-head  bore  North  by  Weft,  at  ten  miles  diftance.  The 
wind  blowing  frefh,  we  tacked,  and  ftood  off  fliore  during  the  night, 
not  judging  it  prudent  to  ftand  in  for  the  land. 

In  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  land  bore  Weft,  at  twelve  or 
fourteen  miles  diftance;  and  by  noon,  we  had  entirely  loft  fight  of 
it.  The  weather  was  fqually,  with  rain,  and  a  frefh  North  Eafterly 
breeze.  All  hopes  of  making  Prince  William’s  Sound  this  feafon 
were  now  given  up,  and  it  was  determined  by  our  Captains  to  fteer 
for  Crofs  Sound,  that  being  the  next  known  harbour  to  the  South¬ 
ward,  where  any  Ikins  were  likely  to  be  procured. 

t 

From  the  29th  of  Auguft  to  the  3d  of  September,  we  had  frefti 
North  Eafterly  breezes,  with  fqually  weather.  On  the  4th,  the 
weather  grew  moderate,  and  tolerably  pleafant,  with  light  vari¬ 
able  winds,  which  continued  much  the  fame  till  the  7th,  when  we 
had  a  brifk  gale  from  the  North  Eaft,  but  towards  evening,  it  turned 
nearly  calm.  On  the  8th,  a  frefh  breeze  fprung  up  from  the 
South  South  Weft.  Our'obfervation  at  noon  gave  57  deg.  35  min. 

North  latitude;  and  our  longitude  was  1 37  deg.  1 2  min  Weft.  This 
being  pretty  near  the  fituation  of  Crofs  Sound,  as  laid  down 
by  Captain  Cook,  we  fleered  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  and  our  South¬ 
erly  breeze  continuing,  we  faw  land  right  a-head  at  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon  or  the  9th,  and  at  two  o’clock  it  bore  from  North 
Weft  to  Eaft  by  South,  at  fix  miles  diftance, 
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1786.  Having  been  at  fea  a  month,  when  we  expected  only  a  cruize  of 
> .eptcnTber,  tWQ  or  tjiree  days,  thou  mayeft  imagine  we  were  greatly  elated  with 

the  profpedt  of  fpeedily  coming  to  anchor,  and  beginning  to  traffic  j, 
but  all  our  expectations  on  this  head  foon  vaniffied,  for  on  ftand- 
ing  in  for  the  fhore  till  four  o’clock,  and  at  lefs  than  three  miles 
diftance,  we  could  not  fee  any  appearance  of  the  Sound  mentioned 
by  Captain  Cook.  The  coaft,  indeed,  formed  a  kind  of  bay,  but 
afforded  no  place,  in  this  fituation,  where  a  veffel  could  anchor,, 
with  any  degree  of  fafety.  We  founded  with  a  line  of  1 10  fathom, 
but  found  no  bottom,  neither  was  the  colour  of  the  water  in  the 
leaft  changed  5  fo  that  there  is  reafon  to  expect  deep  water  quite 
clofe  to  the  fhore. 

Being  difappointed  in  our  expetfations  of  falling  in  with  Crofs 
Sound,  it  was  judged  a  needlefs  wafte  of  time  to  look  for  it  in  any 
othei  fituation,  efpecially  as  Captain  Cook  never  came  to  anchor 
theie,  but  only  faw  it  at  a  confiderable  diftance  •  and  we  knew  by 
expei  lence,  how  deceitful  the  appearances  of  land  are  on  this  coaft, 
occafioned  by  a  conftant  haze,  which  perpetually  changes  its  pofi- 
tion,  and  renders  it  next  to  impoffible  to  afcertain  land  at  a  dif¬ 
tance,  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

The  Bay  of  IJlands  was  the  next  eligible  harbour  for  us  to  make  ; 
this  lay  about  thirty  miles  to  the  Southward  and  Eaftward.  A 
fa vo in  able  bieeze  ipiinging  up  towards  the  evening,  we  ftood  un¬ 
der  an  eafy  fail  during  the  night,  with  every  profpeCl  of  making 
thio  Larboui  foon  3  but  in  the  morning  of  the  10th,  a  very  heavy 
gale  of  wind  came  on  from  the  Southward,  which  continued  till 
evening,  when  we  had  aflat  calm  fora  few  hours. 
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At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nth,  the  gale  came  on  ^1786.^ 
heavier  than  before,  with  much' rain,  and  continued  without  intei-  ^ — v — „j 
ruption  till  the  13th,  at  noon,  when  the  weather  grew  moderate, 
and  tolerably  clear.  During  the  gale,  we  had  wore  occafionally, 
to  prevent  our  getting  on  a  lee-fhore,  and  when  it  fubfided,  we 
found  ourfelves  more  than  ten  leagues  from  Cape  Edgecombe, 

(the  neared:  point  of  land  to  the  Bay  of  Iflands)  our  obfervation 
at  noon  giving  56  deg.  50  min.  North  latitude.  However,  it  was 
determined  to  make  this  harbour  if  poflible,  our  fails  and  rigging 
being  pretty  much  damaged  during  the  ftorm. 

Accordingly,  we  fleered  Eaft  North  Eafl,  with  a  moderate  breeze 
from  the  Southward  j  and  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
14th,  we  faw  land,  bearing  from  Eafl  by  North  to  North  Weft,  at 
fourteen  miles  diftance.  At  noon,  Cape  Edgecombe  bore  South 
60  deg.  Eafl,  at  ten  miles  diftance.  Our  obfervation  gave  57  deg. 

6  min.  North  latitude.  We  kept  fleering  to  the  Weflvvard,  in 
expectation  of  finding  the  Bay  of  Iflands  till  five  in  the  afternoon, 
but  could  not  fall  in  with  any  fuch  place  to  the  Weft  ward  of  the 
Cape.  That  part  of  the  coaft  which  we  examined  forms  a  kind  of 
(hallow  bay,  but  affords  not  the  leaft  (belter  for  any  veffel  to  lay  at 
anchor,  neither  could  we  perceive  the  leaft  fign  of  inhabitants. 

We  had  indeed  heard,  that  the  Spaniards  anchored  very  near  this 
place  in  1 775,  but  this  account  we  were  afraid  was  not  abfolutely 
,  to  be  depended  on.  At  fix  o’clock  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the 
Southward,  intending  to  examine  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  the 
Cape  ;  but  at  midnight  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind  fprung  up  from 
the  South  Eaft,  which  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  15th, 
with  heavy  and  continued  rain  5  this  made  us  glad  to  keep  off  the 
land  as  much  as  poflible,  fo  that  in  the  forenoon  of  the  16th,  we 

were  more  than  twenty  leagues  to  the  Southward  of  Cape  Edge- 

K  2  combe. 
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1786.  combe.  The  wind  grew  more  moderate,  but  variable,  and  fre- 
qUentjy  Equally,  with  rain.  The  weather  was  thick,  and  fo  hazy, 
that  we  could  not  foe  a  mile  a-head.  The  feafon  flipping  away 
very  faft,  all  hopes  of  making  the  Bay  of  Iflands  were  given  up, 
and  it  was  determined  to  fleer  for  King  George’s  Sound,  keeping 
in,  however,  with  the  coafl,  that  no  opportunity  of  accidentally - 

meeting  with  a  harbour  might  be  loft, 

» 

The  weather  on  the  17th  grew  moderate,  and  a  fine  Wefierly 
breeze  came  on  early  in  the  morning our  latitude  at  noon  was 
55  degrees  15  min.  North ;  and  our  longitude.  136  deg.  14 .min. 
Weft.  We  Hill  had  a,  fine  North  Wefierly  breeze,  and  at  one 
o’clock  on  the  18th,  being  then  fleering  due  Eafl,  we  faw  land 
right  a-head,  on  which  we  flood  diredlly  for  it.  Our  latitude 
at  noon  was  53  deg.  46  min.  North;  and  our  longitude  133 
deg.  53  min.  Weft.  At  fix,  o’clock  we  were  well  in  with  the. 
land;  but  finding  no  harbour,  nor  the  leafl  fign  of  any  inhabi¬ 
tants,  we  bore  up,  and  flood  to  the  Southward.  The  land  we  faw 
was  high,  and  bore  North  65  degrees  Eafl,  at  four  miles  diftance. 
The  evening  was.  fine,  clear,  and  feren.  We  faw  a  fpecies  of  bird 
quite  different  from  any  we  had  hitherto  feen  :  his  make  was  long 
and  flender,  yet  his  flight  was  very  heavy.  The  tips  of  his  wings 
and  tail  were  white,  and  his  wings  were  finely  variegated.  He  was 
nearly  the  fize  of  a  fmall  gnlh  We  likewife  faw  wild-geefe  of 
various  fpecieSj  in  great  numbers.. 

The  frefli  Northerly  breeze  continued  during  the  19th;  the  land, 
in  fight  at  fix  in  the  morning  bore  from  North  Weft  to. North* 
Eafl,  diftance  off  fhore  about  nine  leagues.  Our  obfervation  at 
noon  gave  51  deg.  56  min.  North  ;  and  our  longitude  133  deg. 
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The  weather  during  the  20th  and  21ft  was  moderate,  and  we 
kept  Handing  to  the  Eaftward;  the  coaft  in  light  at  eignt  or  nine  ^ 
leagues  diflance.  On  the  21ft,  at  noon,  being  in  50  deg,  40  nun. 
North  latitude,  wefawan  ifland,  bearing  North  53  deg.  Eaft.  In 
the  afternoon  we  had  a  large  fhark  along-fide.  1  mention  this  as 
it  is  a  fifh  rarely  feen  in  fuch  Northerly  latitudes..  At  fix  o’clock 
the  Ifland,  or  rather  Elands  we  had  feen  at  noon,  bore  from  North. 

22  deg.  Eaft  to  North  43  deg.  Eaft,  at  three  leagues  :  diflance. 

During  the  2 2d  we  flood  to  the  Eaftward,  for  King  George’s 
Sound,  with  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  North  Weft.  At  one 
o’clock  Woody  Point  bore  North  Weft  by  Weft,  at  two  miles-* 
diflance.  At  fome  diflance  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Point  is- 
a  rock,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Split-Rock,  and  appeals* 
joined  by  a  low  reef  to  the  coaft.  The  Eaftermoft  point  of  land 
bore  North  North  Eaft,  and  from  that  to  Woody  Point,  the  coaft 
forms  a  kind  of  bay,  covered  with  pines,  fome  of  which  have  a 
very  beautiful  appearance,  the  land  next  the  fea  being  pretty  low, 
and  tolerably  level.  The  day  being  thick  and  hazy,  we  were  not 
able  to  get  any  obfervation  to  determine  our  latitude,  and  it-being 
impoffible  for  us  to  make  the  found  by  day-light.  Captain  Dixon 
judged  it  moft  prudent  to  Hand  off  the  fhore  during  the  night,  as 
it  abounds  with  rocks  and  breakers.  Captain  Portlock,  however, 
hoifted  out  his  boat,  and  fent  his  Third  Mate  round  the  Eaftermoft 
point  of  land,  to  look  for  an  anchoring  birth,  but  he  not  fucceed- 
iiw,  we  hauled  to  the  South  Weft,  and  flood  off  fhore  till  the 
morning  of  the  23d.  At  fun-fet,  the  neareft  point  of  land  was 
about  lix  miles  diftant.  We  founded,  in  forty-five  fathom  water, 
over  a  hard  rocky  bottom. 


This  harbour  being  our  dernier  refource  for  this  feafon,  thou 

mayeft  imagine  we  are  extremely  anxious  to  make  it :  what  fuc- 

cefs- 
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1786.  -cefs  we  may  meet  with,  will  be  the  fubjefit  of  my  next.  Adieu. 

September.  Th;ne  everj 

W.  B. 

Off  King  George’s  Sound,  ) 

24th  September.  j 


LETTER  XIX. 

AT  the  conclufion  of  my  laft,  we  were  flattered  with  hopes  of 
fpeedily  making  our  long  wifhed  for  port  :  thefe  hopes,  I  am 
fincerely  forry  to  tell  thee,  are  now  all  over,  for  this  year  at  leaft : 
however,  anticipation  apart — let  me  proceed  to  give  thee  a  regular 
account  of  our  ill  fortune. 

I  obferved  before,  that  we  were  within  fix  miles  of  the  land  in 
the  evening  of  the  2 2d,  and  that  we  hauled  to  the  Southward 
during  the  night.  At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  we  made 
fail,  and  flood  nearly  North  Eafl,  with  a  frefh  breeze  from  the 
North  Weft.  At  eight  o’clock  Split-Rock  bore  North  40  deg. 
Well,  at  fix  leagues  diftance.  Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  49 
•deg.  50  min.  North  latitude;  and  our  longitude  was  127  deg.  52 
min.  Weft;  fo  that  we  were  near  twenty  miles  to  the  North¬ 
ward,  and  fifty  miles  to  the  Weftward  of  our  harbour.  The  bluff 
head  to  the  Weftward  bore  North  69  deg.  Weft,  and  the  Eafter- 
moft  land  South  60  deg.  Eaft,  at  fix  miles  diftance.  During 
the  afternoon,  the  breeze  grew  lighter,  and  towards  five  o’clock  it 
was  nearly  calm,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  make  the  found,  on 

which 
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which  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  Southward.  Our  obfervation  1786. 

.  ,  .  September;. . 

at  noon  had,  however,  enabled  us  to  determine  the  entrance  into  ^ _ _ 

the  harbour  to  a  certainty.  At  fix  o’clock,  the  point  of  the  found 
bore  North  60  deg.  Eaft,  diftance  fixteen  or  feventeen  miles.  At 
eight  we  founded  with  a  line  of  fifty-feven  fathom,  over  a  muddy 
bottom.  During  tne  night,  we  had  light,  variable  winds,  and 
fometimes  fqually,  with  rain. 

In  the  morning  of  the  24th,  we  again  flood  for  the  land,  fleer¬ 
ing  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  with  a  moderate  breeze  from  South  Eaft 
by  Eaft,  but  we  foon  had  light,  baffling,  variable  winds,  and  fre¬ 
quently  calm  ;  fo  that  we  could  not  pofflbly  make  the  harbour. 

Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  49  deg.  28  min.  North  latitude. 

The  point  of  land  at  the  entrance  of  the  found  bore  North  Eaft, 
at  four  leagues  diftance ;  and  Point  Breakers  Eaft  6  deg.  South,*, 
diftance  lix  miles.  At  two  o’clock  we  founded,  with  a  line  of 
fathom,  over  a  rocky  bottom.  At  four  o’clock  the  harbour  bore- 
North  55  deg.  Eaft,  diftance  four  leagues  j  and  at  fix,  the  extremes* 
of  the  land  bore  from  Eaft  9  deg.  South  to  North,  25  deg.  Weft, 

Nootka  Point,  North  Eaft  by  North,  diftance  ten  miles.  We  had 
foundings  with  a  line  of  fifty-five  fathoms,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  25th,  we  had  light  variable  airs, 
with  frequent  fhowers  of.  rain.  At  noon,  though  we  were  not 
more  than  ten  miles  diftant  from  the  entrance  into  the  found,  yet 
frequent  calms,  with  light  baffling  winds  in  every  direction,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  heavy  rolling  fwell  fetting  in  right  on  the  land,  ren¬ 
dered  it  impracticable  for  us  to  ftand  in  for  the  fiiore ;  fo  that  at’ 
five  o’clock  we  wore,  and  flood  to  the  Southward.  At  fix  o’clock 
the  extremes  6f  the  land  bore  from  Eaft  by  South  to  Weft  North- 
Weft,  diftant  about  eight  miles.  In  the  evening,  the  wind  blew  - 

frefli 
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1786.  frefh  at  South  Eaft;  and  by  ten  at  nigTit,  increafed  to  a  violent 
September,  attenc|ed  with  very  heavy  rain. 

About  three  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  a  mod:  tempefluous 
(form  of  thunder  and  lightning  came  on,  the  rain  ftill  continuing. 
The  claps  of  thunder  were  aftonifflingly  loud,  and  the  lightning 
fo  very  fierce,  that  it  blinded  the  people  on  deck  for  a  confiderable 
time,  and  every  flafh  left  a  ibrong  fulphurous  flench  behind. 

I  was  upon  deck  during  the  greatefl  part  of  the  florm ;  and  I 
muft  own  to  thee,  that  the  awful  and  tremendous  appearance  of 
the  elements,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  affedled  me  greatly, 
flow  often  have  I  thought,  that  nothing  in  nature  could  equal  the 
thunder  florm  fo  beautifully  defcribed  by  Thomfon,  in  his  Seafons  : 
but  here,  every  awful  fituation  in  Thomfon ’s  pidture  was  brought 
on  the  canvafs  in  the  mofl  confpicuous  point  of  view,  and  the 
majefly  of  the  whole  ftill  heightened  by  the  roaring  of  the  wind, 
the  raging  of  the  fea,  and  a  more  than  common  darknefs,  which 
overfpread  the  furrounding  atmofphere. 

Towards  fix  in  the  morning  the  florm  abated,  and  we  again  had 
light  baffling  winds,  and  a  very  heavy  crofs  fea,  which  prevented 
us  from  Handing  in  for  the  fliore,  efpecially  as  the  morning  was 
thick  and  hazy.  At  ten  o’clock  we  faw  the  land,  bearing  from 
North  Well  to  Eaft,  about  nine  miles  diflant ;  but  frequent  calms, 
.and  a  heavy  fwell  fetting  right  in  fhore,  made  us  glad  to  keep  from 
the  land  as  much  as  poffible,  and  more  efpecially,  as  from  the  point 
of  the  harbour,  and  at  leafl  two  miles  from  fhore,  there  runs  a 
reef  of  breakers,  for  two  miles  to  the  Northward.  During  the 
afternoon  and  night,  we  had  light  variable  winds,  with  rain. 


At 
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At  four  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  a  frefh  breeze  fpringing  up  1786. 

from  South  South  Weft,  we  made  fail,  and  flood  for  the  harbour ;  _ __  j 

but  by  ten  o’clock  the  breeze  died  away,  and  we  had  baffling  winds, 
with  a  heavy  fwell  from  the  Southward,  which  fet  us  diiedlly  on 
the  breakers  juft  mentioned;  fo  that  our  fituation,  for  fome  time, 
was  rather  alarming.  However,  foon  after  eleven  o  clock,  we  were 
pretty  clear  of  the  danger.  The  King  George  was  to  the  South¬ 
ward  of  us,  fo  that  Captain  Portlock  was  under  no  great  degree  of 
apprehenfion  on  his  own  account.  At  noon,  the  W^eft  point  of 
the  harbour  bore  North  60  deg.  Eaft ;  and  the  extremes  of  the 
land,  from  Weft  North  Weft  to  Eaft  by  South.  The  afternoon 
and  evening  were  fqually,  with  heavy  ftorms  of  hail.  At  fix 
o’clock,  the  entrance  into  Nootka  Sound  bore  North,  55  deg.  Eaft; 
twelve  miles  diftant.  During  the  night,  we  had  light  variable 

airs. 

1 

At  half  paft  five  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  we  again  bore  up 
for  the  found,  but  unfortunately  had  the  fame  light  airs,  and  heavy 
fwell  to  encounter,  as  on  the  preceding  day  ;  fo  that  finding  it  im- 
poffible  to  make  the  harbour,  at  eleven  o’clock  we  hauled  to  the 
Southward.  At  noon,  the  point  of  the  harbour  bore  North,  65 
deg.  Eaft,  feven  miles  diftant.  The  wind,  during  the  afternoon, 
being  ftill  light  and  variable,  with  a  heavy  fwell,  we  kept  (landing 
to  the  Southward.  At  feven  o’clock.  Captain  Portlock  fpoke  us, 
and  informed  us,  that  he  intended  to  quit  the  coaft,  and  ftand 
immediately  for  Sandwich  Ifiands,  diredlmg  us  at  the  fame  time 
to  fleer  South  South  Weft,  or  South  by  Weft,  if  the  Wind  per¬ 
mitted.  The  harbour  at  that  time  bore  Eaft  North  Eaft,  feven 
leagues  diftant.  During  the  night  we  had  light  variable  winds, 
with  frequent  fhowers’  of  hail  and  rain  ;  but  at  five  in  the  morning 

of  the  29th,  a  frefh  breeze  fprungup  from  the  Weftward,  which 

L  enabled 
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1786.  enabled  us  to  fhape  our  courfe  agreeably  to  Captain  PortlockV 
September.  ^ireftion,  though  I  muft  own  we  left  the  coaft  relu6lantlv,  and 
the  more  fo,  as  the  prefent  wind  was  what  we  wanted  to  carry  us 
into  the  found,  Indeed  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  the  wind 
for  fome  days  pad  had  been  as  favourable  as  we  could  wifh,  when 
at  a  diftance  from  the  fhore,  but  always  grew  light  and  variable, 
as  we  drew  near  the  land;  and  there  is  every  reafon  to  imagine 
this  would  have  been  the  cafe  at  prefent :  fo  that  on  the  whole,  we 
probably  may  have  caufe  to  rejoice  at  this  unexpedled  determina¬ 
tion.  At  noon,  the  harbour  bore  North  40  deg.  Eaft,  diftant  about 
twelve  leagues  :  our  latitude  was  49  deg.  15  min.  North ;  and  the 
longitude  127  deg.  35  min.  Weft.  Before  night  we  had  entirely  * 
loft  fight  of  the  coaft.  Thus  ended  all  our  hopes  of  making  King ; 
George’s  Sound  this  feafon. 

If  we  take  a  retrofpedt  view  of  occurrences  fince  our  leaving. 
Cook’s  River,  we  feem  to  have  been  peculiarly  unfuccefsful  in  all 
our  attempts  to  gain  a  fecond  harbour  on  this  inhofpitable  coaft. 
Twice  indeed,  (viz.  at  Crofs  Sound,  and  the  Bay  of  Blands)  our 
mifcarriage  was  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  mifmformation  ,, 
and  that  we  did  not  make  either  Prince  William’s,  or  Nootka 
Sound,  mayjuftlybe  attributed  to  unfavourable  winds,  and  bad 
weather,  things  which  muft  ever  baffle  the  ftrongeft  efforts  of  hu¬ 
man  wifdom  ;  and,  though  we  were  unacquainted  with  Captain  1 
Portlock’s  motives  for  leaving  the  coaft,  yet  he  no  doubt  was  con¬ 
vinced,  that  every  attempt  had  been  made  that  prudence  could 
fuggeft,  confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  veffels,  or  the  lives  of  the: 
people. 

Thus  ends  our  firft  trading  campaign,  and  though  not  abfolutely 
unfuccefsful,  yet  it  affords  a  moft  ufeful  leffon  for  many  fituations 

in. 
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in  life,  and  would  furnifh  me  with  an  ample  held  for  hananguing 
on  the  uncertainty  and  unftability  of  all  worldly  expectations,  &c. 
&c.  but  thou  wilt  fufpe£t  me  of  an  attempt  to  palm  a  pack  of 
nifty,  thread-bare  moral  fentences  on  thee  ;  fo  that  I  fhall  conclude 
at  once.  Thine  ever, 

W.  B. 

At  Sea,  7 
2d  October.  $ 


LETTER  XX, 


HAVING  pretty  well  reconciled  ourfelves  to  the  unavoidable 
difappointments  we  met  with  on  the  American  Coaft,  our 
thoughts,  like  the  Ifraelites  of  old,  were  hxed  on  the  flelh-pots  of 
Egypt ;  or,  to  drop  the  metaphor,  we  comforted  ourfelves  with 
the  hope  of  many  a  delicious  regale  among  the  hogs,  yams,  and 
other  good  chear  of  Sandwich  Elands. 

Perhaps  from  what  I  faid  in  my  laft,  refpe&ing  our  bad  fuccefs, 
thou  wilt  conclude  we  left  the  coaft  without  any  thing  worth 
notice.  To  fet  thee  right  in  that  particular,  I  fhall  juft  obferve, 
that  we  collected  in  Cook’s  River  near  fixty  prime  otter-lkins ; 
about  the  fame  quantity  of  an  inferior  kind  ;  about  twenty  fine 
marmot  cloaks,  together  with  racoons,  foxes,  &c.  &c.  fufficient  to 
fill  three  puncheons  j  fo  that  our  purchafes,  if  not  very  great,  were 
far  from  defpicable.  Captain  Portlock’s  fuccefs  was,  I  believe, 

nearly  fimilar  to  our’s. 

L  2 
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We  left  Xing  George’s  Sound,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  on  the 
29th  of  September,  with  a  fine  Wefterly  breeze  5  but  it  fhifted  to 
the  Eaftward  on  the  30th,  with  moderate  weather. 

On  the  3  1  ft,  the  wind  again  blew  from  the  Weft  ward,  the  wea¬ 
ther  was  clear  and  fine.  On  the  4th  of  October,  we  had  clofe 
foggy  weather,  with  frequent  fqualls.  On  the  7th,  at  noon,  our 
latitude  was  43  deg.  8  min.  and  our  longitude  13 1  deg.  59  min. 
Weft  :  we  had  variable  winds,  the  weather  ftill  foggy.  During  the 
night,  the  wind  blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  Weftward;  but  to¬ 
wards  the  morning  of  the  8th,  it  grew  moderate. 

About  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  1  ith,  there  was  a  kind 
of  fiery  meteor  feen  playing  about  the  fhip.  As  failors  have  a  tole¬ 
rable  fhare  of  fuperftition,  an  appearance  of  this  kind  is  much 
dreaded  by  them,  and  is  univerfally  known  by  the  appellation  of 
Davy  Jones.  Davy’s  power  is  very  great,  but  he  is  fuppofed  to 
prefide  more  immediately  over  the  winds  and  waves,  though  he 
feldom  or  ever  appears  for  any  good  purpofe  ;  and  this,  I  prefume* 
makes  the  honeft  tars  afraid  of  his  Worfhip. 

’Tis  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  a  fet  of  men,  who  defpife  real  dan¬ 
gers,  which  might  appall  the  JiouteJl  heart,  fhould  be  terrified  with 
ideal  fears  of  their  own  creating,  and  thofe  raifed  by  an  object  fit 
only  for  a  bug-bear  to  children. 

During  the  night  we  had  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind  from  the  South¬ 
ward,  with  heavy  rain.  A  circumftance  of  this  fort  happening  fo 
foon  after  the  appearance  of  Davy  Jones,  ferves  greatly  to  ftrengthen 
the  fuperftitious  opinion  which  failors  already  entertain  of  him. 
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In  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  weather  moderated ;  and  at  ten  o&ober. 
o’clock  the  wind  Oiifted  to  the  Northward,  blowing  a  fine  frefh  breeze.  “v— ->J 

1 

At  noon  on  the  13th,  our  latitude  was  37  deg.  2  min.  North; 
and  our  longitude,  being  the  mean  of  feveral  fets  of  lunar  obfer- 
vations,  1  34  deg.  47  min.  Weft.  In  this  fituation  we  perceived  a 
current  fetting  pretty  ftrong  to  the  Eaftward. 

On  the  14th,  we  caught  three  large  fharks,  which  were  very 
acceptable,  on  account  of  the  oil  they  afforded  us,  and  which  we 
could  ule,  not  only  for  the  binnacle,  but  to  pay  our  mafts,  rig¬ 
ging,  &c.  our  oil  running  fhort.  From  the  14th  to  the  24th, 
nothing  occurred  worth  notice.  During  this  time  we  had  variable 
winds,  aud  pretty  moderate  weather. 

On  the  25th,  our  latitude  was  33  deg.  North,  and  the  longitude 
143  deg.  36  min.  Weft.  We  had  a  moderate  breeze  from  South 
South  Eaft,  with  frequent  fhowers  of  rain.  This  afternoon  we 
had  a  fpecies  of  birds  about  the  fhip,  which  I  take  to  be  the  ftri- 
ated  fand-piper  of  Pennant,  two  of  which  were  fo  tame,  that  our 
people  had  nearly  caught  them. 

From  this  to  the  31ft,  we  had  little  variety.  The  weather  in 
general  was  tolerably  fine,  though  fometimes  fqually,  with  rain. 

Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  29  deg.  5  min.  North  latitude  ;  and 
148  deg.  Weft  longitude. 

On  the  ift  of  November,  we  looked  out  for  St.  Maria  le  Gorta, 
which  is  laid  down  in  Cook’s  Chart,  in  27  deg,  50.  min.  North  lati¬ 
tude  ;  and  149  deg.  Weft  longitude;  and  the  fame  afternoon,  failed 
dire&ly  over  it.  Indeed  we  fcarcely  expelled  to  meet  with  any  fuch 
place,  as  it  is  copied  by  Mr.  Roberts  into  the  above  Chart,  from  the 

fame 
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fame  ’authority  which  we  had  already  found  to  be  erroneous, 
refpe£ting  Los  Majos,  and  Roco  Partida. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  at  noon,  we  were  in  24  deg.  32  min. 
North  latitude;  and  the  wind  blowing  from  the  EaRward  for  fome 
days  pall,  gave  us  fome  hopes  of  a  Ready  trade ;  but  in  this  we 
were  difappointed,  for  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  hauled  to  the 
Southward,  and  we  had  a  very  material  alteration  in  the  weather, 
which  was  continually  fqually,  with  rain.  This  time  of  the  year 
feems  to  be  the  Rormy  feafon  near  the  Sandwich  Iflands ;  for 
though  we  had  often  ftrong  gales  of  wind,  yet  they  were  never 
Ready  or  lading,  but  came  on  us  fuddenly,  attended  with  impe¬ 
tuous  torrents  of  rain. 

The  weather  on  the  8th  and  9th,  was  extremely  fultry,  with 
lightning  almoR  in  every  dire£tion,  particularly  in  the  evening  of 
the  9th.  About  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  10th,  we  had 
a  violent  guR  of  wind,  which  laRed  about  half  an  hour,  attended 
with  exceeding  heavy  rain,  which  greatly  contributed  to  render  the 
atmofphere  cool  and  pleafant. 

The  fcarcity  of  birds  for  many  days  paR,  was  rather  remarkable, 
and  more  particularly  fo,  as  the  Tropic  birds  are  peculiar  to  the 
latitude  we  were  in :  indeed  on  the  9th,  we  faw  one  folitary  man 
of  war  bird,  and  the  fame  day  caught  two  dolphins,  with  hook 
and  line,  which  were  the  only  fifli  we  had  been  able  to  lay  hold  of 
fince  our  leaving  the  Continent.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  22  deg. 
54  min.  North;  and  the  longitude  15 1  deg.  24  min.  WeR. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  1  ith,  the  wind  veered  to  the  Northward, 
and  the  weather  grew  moderate  and  fine. 

1  On 
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On  the  1 2th,  we  caught  a  fliark,  with  a  fowl,  and  part  of  a  turtle  1786. 
in  his  belly :  this  plainly  indicated  that  we  were  not  far  from 
land  ;  and  indeed  we  knew  that  the  Ifland  of  Atoui  was  under  our 
lee,  our  obfervation  at  noon  giving  21  deg.  30  min.  North  lati¬ 
tude  ;  and  the  mean  of  feveral  fets  of  lunar  obfervations,  152  deg. 

4  min.  Weft  longitude.  We  had  a  fine  North  Eafterly  breeze,, 
with  clear  weather. 

Towards  the  evening,  feveral  flocks  of  fand-pipers  were  flying 
about  the  fhip.  For  fome  time  paft  we  had  fleered  well  to  the 
Southward,  having  been  greatly  retarded  by  Southerly  winds  j  but 
this  evening  Captain  Portlock  fpoke  us,  and  directed  us  to  fleer 
South  South  Weft,  as  it  appeared  by  our  obfervations,  that  we 
were  well  to  windward  of  all  the  iilands.. 

On  the  13th,  at  noon,  our  latitude  was  20  deg.  36  min.  North  5, 
and  finding  ourfelves  well  to  windward  of  Owhyhee,  the  ifland  we 
firft  intended  to  touch  at,  we  fleered  more  to  the  Weft  ward,  with 
a  moderate  Eafterly  breeze,  and  fine  weather. 

On  the  14th,  at  noon,  we  were  in  20  deg.  6  min.  North  latitude^, 
and  the  mean  of  feveral  lunar  obfervations  giving  152  deg.  39 
min..  Weft  longitude  :  we  fteered  Weft  by  South.  We  had  various 
fpecies  of  birds  flying  about  us,  as  fand-larks,  man  of  war  birds, 

&c.  The  dolphin  were  pretty  numerous,  and  we  caught  feveral 
{harks,  one  of  which  had  a  large  turtle  entire  in  his  belly.  Our 
latitude  on  the  15th  was  20  deg.  7  min.  North.  For  fome  days 
paft  we  had  fufpe&ed  a  ftrong  current  to  fet  to  the  Northward, 
between  Owhyhee  and  Mowee  y  and  this  circumftance  put  the 
matter  beyond  a  doubt,  as  our  courie  from  the  14th,  at  noon,  to 
the  1 5th,  gave  a  number  of  miles  to  the  Southward.  About  five 

in  the  afternoon,  we  faw  high  land  above  the  clouds,  bearing  South 

South. 


AVOYAGETOTHE 

1786.  South  Weft,  ten  or  twelve  leagues  diftant,  which  we  immediately 
Novembei .  j^new  t0  ke  Monakaah,  a  high  mountain  on  Owhyhee.  During 

the  night,  we  hood  to  the  Weft  North  Weft,  under  an  eafy  fail ; 
and  at  feven  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Monakaah  bore  South  25 
deg.  Weft.  A  confiderable  fpace  on  its  fummit  was  covered  with 
fnow  and  I  have  every  reafon  to  think,  that  this  mountain  is  never 
totally  free. 

During  the  forenoon,  we  fteered  nearly  Weft  by  South,  about 
three  miles  diftant  from  fhore,  with  a  fine  Eafterly  breeze ;  but 
the  fea  running  pretty  high,  no  canoes  ventured  off  to  us.  At 
two  o’clock  we  faw  Mowee,  bearing  North  70  deg.  Weft,  about 
feven  leagues  diftant.  The  day  being  now  very  clear,  we  had  an 
uninterrupted  view  of  Monakaah,  the  higheft  land  in  Owhyhee. 
This  mountain,  though  undoubtedly  very  lofty,  has  nothing  ftu- 
pendous  in  its  appearance,  the  afcent  to  it  on  all  fides  appearing 
gradual  and  eafy. 

That  part  of  the  ifland  which  we  now  coafted  along,  is  very 
beautiful.  The  land  appears  to  be  laid  out  in  diftindt  plantations, 
every  one  of  which  feemed  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation.  The 
higher  grounds  are  covered  with  trees,  which  yield  a  never-failing 
verdure ;  and  in  three  or  four  places,  there  are  abrupt  breaks  in 
the  land.  Thefe  chafms  being  well  fupplied  with  plentiful  ftreams 
of  fine  water,  render  the  landfcape  truly  delightful. 

As  Karakakooa  Bay  had  been  found,  on  feveral  accounts,  an 
improper  place  to  anchor  in,  it  was  determined  to  examine  another 
bay,  which  lay  round  the  South  Weft.  This  bay  had  been  looked 
into  during  Captain  Cook’s  flay  here,  and  we  expedled  it  would 
afford  a  good  harbour  ;  but  about  four  in  the  afternoon  the  breeze 
died  away,  and  feveral  canoes  coming  from  fhore,  we  hove  to,  in 
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order  to  trade  with  the  natives,  who  brought  hogs,  plantains, 
bread-fruit,  potatoes,  &c.  which  were  a  moft  feafonable  fupply  in 
our  prefent  fituation.  many  of  our  people  being  affected  with  the 
fcurvy :  indeed,  when  we  confider  how  much  time  had  elapfed 
fince  our  leaving  thefe  iflands  laft,  and  how  fmall  a  quantity  of 
frefh  provifions  we  had  been  able  to  procure  during  that  time,  it 
is  almoft  a  wonder  that  we  fhould  enjoy  fo  good  a  date  of  health 
as  we  did  5  but  this,  under  Providence,  was  owing,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  a  free  ufe  of  various  antifceptics  which  we  had  in  great 
plenty  on  board.  In  the  evening,  and  during  the  night,  we  had  a 
dead  calm,  with  hot  fultry  weather,  attended  with  a  good  deal  of 
lightning. 


1786. 

November. 

11  ■—  Y  '■  »J 


In  the  morning  of  the  17th,  a  light  breeze  fprung  up  at  South 
South  Weft,  and  we  flood  for  the  bay  before-mentioned.  How¬ 
ever,  being  willing  to  purchafe  as  many  neceffaries  as  poftible. 
Captain  Portlock  fent  his  Firft  Mate,  Mr.  Madeod,  in  the  whale¬ 
boat,  to  examine  the  bay ;  mean  while,  the  fhips  lay  to,  in  order 
to  trade  with  the  natives.  At  five  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Macleod 
returned,  and  reported,  that  there  was  no  fafe  anchorage  in  the  bay; 
and  that  not  only  from  a  bad  bottom,  but  as  the  harbour  was  en¬ 
tirely  expofed  to  South  Wefterly  winds.  This  being  the  cafe,  our 
intention  of  anchoring  at  Owhyhee  was  laid  afide  :  however,  it  was 
determined  to  keep  near  this  part  of  the  ifland  fome  time,  if  the 
wind  would  permit,  as  it  was  known  to  afford  hogs  in  abundance. 

During  the  18th  we  lay  to,  and  plied  occafionally,  as  fuited  our 
conveniency,  for  trade.  The  people  were  bufily  employed  in  kil¬ 
ling  and  falting  hogs  for  fea-ftore. 

M  This 
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This  part  of  the  ifland  affords  but  few  cocoa-nuts,  or  plantains^ 
vegetables  in  the  greateft  plenty  are  bread-fruit,  and  fweet  pota¬ 
toes. 


Among  the  various  curiofities  brought  by  the  natives  to  fell, 
were  a  kind  of  balkets,  about  eighteen  inches  high,  and  five  or  fix 
inches  in  diameter,  of  a  circular  form,  and  exceeding  neatly  made. 
The  wicker-work  of  which  they  were  made  was  frequently  varie¬ 
gated  with  twigs  of  a  red  colour,  and  had  a  pretty  effedl.  Thefe 
balkets  were  quite  new  to  us,  having  feen  nothing  of  this  fort 
when  at  the  iflands  before. 

The  morning  of  the  1 9th  being  very  fine,  and  the  weather  pro- 
mifing,  Captain  Portlock  paid  us  a  vifit,  and  propofed  flaying  the 
greateft  part  of  the  day  3  but  a  ftrong  breeze  fpringing  up  from 
South  Weft,  he  went  on  board  his  own  fhip  early  in  the  afternoon. 
Mowee  at  this  time  bearing  Weft  of  us,  it  was  determined  to  make 
the  Eaftermoft  point,  and  come  to  anchor  there. 


I  fhall  conclude  for  the  prefent  3  but  notwithftanding  the  variety 
which  furrounds  us,  will  refume  my  pen  very  foon.  Adieu. 
Thine,  &c. 

W.  B. 

Off  Sandwich  Islands,  } 

20th  November.  \  1 
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CONTRARY  winds,  and  unfettled  weather,  fruftrated  cur 
defign  of  anchoring  at  Mowee  ;  but  let  me  lead  thee  to  this 
difappointment  in  courfe. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  November,  the  wind  blew  frefh.  at 
South  Weft ;  and  towards  evening,  increafed  to  a  ftrong  gale, 
attended  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  heavy  rain  j  on  which  we 
lay  to  during  the  night,  under  a  clofe-reefed  main  top- fail,  wearing 
occafionally,  and  taking  every  method  to  guard  againft  any  mif- 
chief  we  might  receive  from  fudden  gufts  of  wind,  which  frequent¬ 
ly  are  felt  amongft  thefe  iftands. 

The  morning  of  the  20th  being  pretty  moderate,  the  wind  ftiil 
South  Weft,  we  made  fail,  and  flood  for  the  Eaftermoft  point  of 
Mowee,  fleering  Weft  North  Weft  5  but  about  noon,  as  we  got 
under  the  lee  of  the  land,  the  breeze  leffened,  and  we  had  nearly  a 
calm.  Several  canoes  came  off  to  us,  but  what  they  brought  to  fell 
was  very  trifling,  being  only  three  or  four  fmall  pigs,  a  few  pota¬ 
toes,  and  a  little  bread-fruit.  At  noon,  the  North  Weft  end  of 
Mowee  bore  Weft  North  Weft,  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant ;  the 
weather  was  extremely  hot  and  fultry  ;  the  thermometer  being  90 
degrees.  Having  light  baffling  winds  during  the  afternoon,  we 
kept  flanding  along  fhore,  in  order  to  purchale  whatever  refrefh- 
ments  the  inhabitants  brought  to  *us. 

M  2  The 


\ 


92 


A  VOYAGE  TO  THE 

i 

1786.  The  Ifland  Mowee  has  nothing  peculiarly  ftriking  in  itsappear- 
November.  ance>  The  Eaft  end  of  the  ifland  is  very  high,  but  does  not  ap- 
v*'“'  ’  pear  mountainous,  as  it  defcends  in  a  pretty  regular  Hope  to  the 

water’s  edge.  The  landfcape  is  prettily  diverfified  with  trees  of 
various  kinds,  plantations,  &c.  but  thefe  feem  greatly  inferior  to 
thofe  I  faw  at  Owhyhee. 

About  five  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  a  ftrong  breeze  at  South 
Weft,  and  the  weather  grew  very  fqually,  on  which  we  fhortened 
fail,  and  ftood  to  the  North  Weft.  At  eight  o’clock,  the  Weft  end 
of  Mowee  bore  South  Weft,  five  leagues  diftant.  During  the 
night  the  weather  was  pretty  moderate. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  we  wore  and  ftood  to  the 
Southward.  At  eight,  the  Eaft  end  of  Mowee  bore  South  20 
deg.  Eaft,  and  the  Ifland  Moretoy  Weft  South  Weft.  Our  obfer- 
vation  at  noon  gave  21  deg.  12  min.  North  latitude  5  the  extremes 
of  Mowee  bore  from  South  15  deg.  Eaft  to  South  60  deg.  Weft ; 
the  center  of  Moretoy  South  76  deg.  Weft.  The  weather  during 
the  afternoon  and  night  was  hot  and  fultry,  with  light  variable 
winds. 

In  the  morning  of  the  2  2d,  we  had  a  number  of  canoes  along- 
fide,  from  whom  we  purchafed  potatoes,  taro,  plantains,  fugar- 
cane,  and  many  other  articles  for  the  fhip’s  ufe.  The  wind  con¬ 
tinued  light  and  variable,  the  drip’s  head  frequently  round  the 
eompafs.  At  noon,  the  main  land  of  Moretoy  bore  Weft  by  South, 
eight  or  nine  miles  diftant. 

I  fhould  obferve,  that  the  people  who  came  to  us  from  Mowee 
and  Moretoy,  feemed  to  admire  our  veflels  more  than  any  we  had 

hitherto- 
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hitherto  met  with :  ’tis  probable  that  many  of  them  had  never  feen  1 786. 

1  November. 

any  fhips  before.  v — ,~j 

During  the  23d,  we  had  light  winds,  fometimes  at  Eaft,  or  Eaft 
South  Eaft,  but  frequently  variable.  Being  a  good  diftance  from 
fhore,  no  canoes  came  near  us.  At  noon,  the  South  end  of  More- 
toy  bore  South  8  deg.  Eaft,  five  leagues  diftant ;  our  latitude  was 
21  deg.  30  min.  North.  At  fix  o’clock  the  body  of  Moretoy  bore 
South  three-quarters  Weft ;  and  Mowee  South  Eaft  by  South  ;  dif¬ 
tant  from  fhore  about  fix  leagues.  During  the  greateft  part  of  the 
night,  we  had  a  frefh  breeze  at  South  Eaft  ;  and  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  we  wore,  and  flood  to  the  South  South 
Weft.  At  noon,  the  eaft  end  of  Mowee  bore  South  25  deg.  Eaft 
but  we  were  fo  far  from  land,  that  no  canoes  came  neai  us.  At 
five  o’clock  we  faw  Owhyhee,  which  bore  South  25  deg.  Eaft  j  and 
the  Weft  end  of  Mowee  South  ;  diftant  about  feven  leagues. 

During  the  night,  and  greateft  part  of  the  25th,  we  had  light 
variable  winds.  Moft  of  our  hogs  and  vegetables  being  expended, 
it  was  our  intention  to  make  Owhyhee  as  foon  as  poflible,  in  oidei 
to  procure  a  frefh  fupply.  In  the  evening  of  the  25th,  a  fiefh 
breeze  fprung  up  from  the  Southward,  which  continued  with  veiy 
little  alteration  during  the  26th  and  27th.  Our  latitude  at  noon, 
on  the  26th,  was  21  deg.  23  min.  North.  The  Eaft  end  of 
Mowee  then  bore  South  three  quarters  Eaft.  At  noon  on  the  27th, 

Mowee  bore-  South  by  Eaft,  and  Moretoy  South  24  deg.  Weft  5 
the  weather  tolerably  fine,  and  the  wind  at  South  South  Weft. 

The  wind  amongft  thefe  Iflands  feems  never  to  blow  from  one 

point  for  any  length  of  time  5  nor  can  a  fteady  tiade  wind,  at  tnis 

time  of  the  year,  by  any  means  be  depended  on  :  fometimes  wc  had 

Eafterly 
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^  ]?86.  Eaft erly  winds,  then  Southerly,  South  Weft,  Weft,  North  Weft, 
North,  and,  in  (holt,  allround  the  compafs,  juft  as  we  opened  dif¬ 
ferent  points  of  land. 

The  wind  ftiil  hanging  to  the  Southward,  all  intentions  of 
making  Owhyhee  were  given  up. 

On  the  28th,  being  within  four  miles  of  Moretoy,  we  had  feve- 
ral  canoes  along-fide,  which  brought  us  a  few  fmall  hogs,  together 
with  fome  taro  and  potatoes,  but  far  from  fufficient  to  fupply  us, 
fo  that  it  was  determined  tofteer  for  Whahoo.  It  unluckily  hap¬ 
pened,  that  any  frefh  breezes  we  met  with  came  on  generally  in 
the  night,  when  prudence  did  not  permit  11s  to  make  much  fail ; 
and  in  the  day-time  we  had  generally  light  baffling  winds. 

At  noon,  on  the  28th,  the  bluff  end  of  xMoretoy  bore  South 
Weft  by  Weft,  about  twelve  miles  diftant.  In  the  afternoon,  we 
had  fome  fine  cooling  fhowers  of  rain,  which  made  the  weather 
much  cooler,  and  more  agreeable  than  it  had  been  for  fome  time 
paft. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  we  faw  Whahoo, 
and  at  noon,  the  Eaft  Hummock  bore  Weft  South  Weft,  about 
eight  leagues  diftant.  Our  observation  gave  21  deg.  26  min. 
North  latitude.  During  the  afternoon,  we  kept  ftanding  along 
the  Coaft  of  Moretoy.  At  eight  o’clock  the  round  hummock  on 
Whahoo  bore  Weft  South  Weft,  and  the  Weft  end  of  Moretoy, 
South  by  Eaft.  M^e  tacked,  and  flood  to  the  North -.Eaft  till  twelve 
okdock,  when  we  again  tacked,  and  fleered  South  Weft  by  Weft. 


In 
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In  the  forenoon  of  the  30th,  we  kept  Handing  South  Weft,  with  1786. 
a  fine  breeze  at  South  Eaft.  Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  21 
deg.  20  min.  North  latitude.  The  Weft  end  of  Moretoy  bore 
South  45  deg.  Eaft  and  Whahoo  South  Weft,  diftant  about  two 
leagues. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  anchor  in  eight  fathom 
water,  in  the  bay  we  lay  in  before,  and  pretty  near  our  old  fitu- 
ation,  the  Eaft  extreme  of  the  bay  bearing  Eaft  by  South ;  and  the 
Weftermoft  land  Weft  by  South,  half  South,  about  two  miles  dif¬ 
tant  from  ftiore.  In  the  evening  we  moored  fhip,  with  the  ftreani. 
anchor  and  cable. 

As  it  is  more  than  a  fortnight  fince  we  firft  made  the  iflands,, 
thou  mayeft  think  it  fomewhat  extraordinary  that  we  did  not  get 
into  a  harbour  before ;  but  thou  muft  confider,  that  hogs  and 
vegetables,  being  what  we  chiefly  wanted,  could  in  general  be  as 
eafily  procured,  by  plying  off  and  on,  as  coming  to  anchor. 

Again,  having  a  confiderable  time  to  fpend  among  thefe  iflands, 
we  were  loth  to  leave  thofe  to  windward,  as  in  that  cafe  it  would 
be  next  to  impoflible  to  fetch  them  again. 

If  thefe  reafons,  joined  to  the  contrary  and  light  winds  we  have 
had  lately,  are  not  fufficient  for  thee,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  give 
thee  any  better  :  indeed  I  give  myfelf  little  concern  about  the  mat¬ 
ter,  generally  thinking  with  Pope,  that  “  whatever  is,  is  right.” 

However,  I  cannot  help  congratulating  myfelf  on  our  prefent 
fituation,  compared  with  what  it  would  have  been,  had  we  win¬ 
tered  in  King  George’s  Sound  :  perhaps  by  this  time  the  greateffc 

part  of  us - but  I  will  trouble  thee  with  no  perhaps’s ;  let  it- 
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j786.  fuffice,  that  we  are,  to  a  man,  in  tolerable  health,  and  excellent 

V  •  «  r 


ipirits. 


I  fhall  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  communicate  our  tran- 
factions  at  this  place.  Mean  while  believe  me  ever  thine. 


W.  B. 


LETTER  XXII 


EARLY  in  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  December,  the  people 
began  to  overhaul  our  rigging,  fore  and  aft,  it  being  very 
much  out  of  order.  By  day-light  we  had  a  number  of  canoes 
,  along-fide,  chiefly  loaded  with  water,  which  we  purchafed  on  the 
fame  eafy  terms  as  before,  viz.  a  large  calabafh  for  an  eight-penny 
/  or  ten-penny  nail,  and  fmaller  ones  in  proportion. 

Many  of  thefe  gourds,  or  calabafhes,  are  very  wide  at  the  top,  and 
ufed  by  the  natives  for  various  purpofes,  and  particularly  to  hold  a 
kind  of  pudding  made  of  taro.  So  eagerly  did  they  purfue  this 
profitable  traffic,  that  they  feldom  wafhed  their  vellels,  and  we 
unavoidably  got  taro  pudding  mixed  among  the  water ;  but  we 
found  it  of  little  or  no  prejudice,  though  the  fight  would  perhaps 
not  have  been  altogether  pleafing  to  an  epicure.  The  people 
-brought  fome  hogs,  potatoes,  and  taro,  but  not  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  to  fupply  us  from  day  to  day  :  on  our  enquiring  the  reafon. 
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we  were  given  to  underftand,  that  the  hogs  and  vegetables  were 
tabooed,  till  the  King  had  been  on  board  the  thips,  and  that  they 
expected  him  to  pay  us  a  vifit  very  lhortly.  If  I  remember  right, 
I  mentioned  the  taboo  when  we  were  laft  at  the  iflands.  I  fliall 
now  only  juft  obferve,  that  its  operation  is  very  extenfive,  and 

.regards  not  only  places,  but  food,  and,  in  fhort,  every  aftion  of 
life. 

4 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  iff,  we  had  frequent  fqualls,  attended 
with  a  good  deal  of  rain. 

By  noon  on  the  3d,  we  had  compleated  our  water,  and  could 
have  procured  a  great  deal  more,  the  natives  drill  bringing  it  with 
the  greateff  avidity.  Indeed  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we 
confider  the  great  value  they  fet  on  iron,  and  that  water  coffs  them 
only  the  trouble  of  fetching  from  fhore. 

Befides  nails,  we  found  buttons  very  ufeful  in  our  traffic  with 
thefe  people.  To  the  credit  of  the  men  be  it  fpoken,  they  looked 
on  them  as  things  of  no  value  /  but  the  females  faw  them  in  a  very 
different  point  of  view,  and  were  exceedingly  fond  of  wearing  them 
round  their  wriffs  and  ancles  as  bracelets,  calling  them  Booboo, 
and  fometimes  Poieema.  As  gallantry  is  perhaps  equally  preva¬ 
lent  here,  as  in  more  civilized  nations,  the  men  frequently  pre¬ 
ferred  buttons  to  nails  (contrary  to  their  better  judgment)  in  their 
traffic.  This  is  an  inconteftible  proof,  that  the  power  of  beauty  is 
not  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  our  polite  European  cir¬ 
cles,  but  has  equal  influence  all  over  the  world. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  4th,  Teereteere,  the  King,  paid  us  a  vifit. 
lie  came  in  a  large  double  canoe,  attended  by  two  young  men,- 
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who,  we  underflood,  were  his  nephews,  and  a  number  of  other 
j  Chiefs.  The  King  is  a  good-looking  man,  and  appears  aboutv 
forty-five  or  fifty  years  old  :  he  is  tall,  flraight,  and  well-made, 
but  his  eyes  feem  rather  weak,  and  affected  with  a  kind  of  rheum  • 
but  whether  this  is  owing  to  difeafe,  or  to  a  temporary  cold,  I  can¬ 
not  fay.  None  of  the  Chiefs  had  any  thing  ftriking  in  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  though  it  was  eafy  to  fee  that  they  were  above  the  com¬ 
mon  rank. 


The  King’s  nephews  were  by  far  the  finefl  men  we  had  yet  feen 
at  any  of  the  iflands  :  they  are  not  brothers.  Piapia,  the  elder, 
being,  if  we  underflood  right,  fon  to  the  King  of  Atoui ;  and 
Myaro,  the  younger,  fon  to  a  filler  of  Teereteere. 

/  r  k  , *  a,; 

Piapia  is  about  five  feet  nine  inches  high,  flraight,  and  well  pro¬ 
portioned  :  his  legs  and  thighs  very  mufcular,  his  flep  firm,  and 
rather  graceful  ;  and  there  is  a  dignity  in  his  deportment  which 
fhews  him  to  be  a  perfon  of  the  firfl  confequence.  His  counte¬ 
nance  is  free  and  open,  but  rather  disfigured  by  the  lofs  of  three 
fore-teeth,  which,  as  I  underflood,  were  broke  for  the  lofs  of  a 
relation,  it  being  the  cuflom  here  for  the  Arees,  or  Chiefs,  to  part 
with  a  tooth  at  the  death  of  a  friend ;  his  legs,  thighs,  arms, 
and  various  parts  of  his  body,  are  tattooed  in  a  very  curious  man¬ 
ner. 

Myaro  is  nearly  as  tall  as  his  coufin,  but  call,  (if  I  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  the  expreffion)  in  a  more  delicate  mould  :  he  walks  eredland 
flately,  and  his  flep  is  very  graceful  and  majeflic.  It  would,  I 
think,  baffle  the  united  powers  of  a  Wilton,  Bacon,  and  Roubiliac, 
to  equal  the  exaft  fymrnetry  and  fine  turn  of  his  legs  and  thighs, 

or 
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or  indeed  his  whole  body ;  in  fhort,  his  figure  has  fomething  in  it 
exceedingly  prepofTefling. 


1786. 

December. 


Teereteere,  having  fatisfied  his  curiofity  for  the  prefen t,  and 
Captain  Dixon  prefenting  him  with  fome  beads,  and  other  trifles, 
left  us  about  two  in  the  afternoon  3  and  we  foon  felt  the  good 
effects  of  his  vifit,  the  inhabitants  bringing  hogs  and  vegetables  in 
much  greater  plenty  than  before,  though  from  the  little  refpedt 
they  feemed  to  pay  him,  we  were  led  to  fuppofe,  that  his  influence 
over  them  was  not  great ;  in  this  point,  however,  we  were  mif- 
taken. 


To  lead  thee  regularly  to  a  circumftance,  which  I  am  now  going 
to  mention,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  refer  fo  far  back  as  our  fitting 
out. 


When  we  left  England,  the  quantity  of  coals  ourveffel  was  fup- 
plied  with  was  very  inadequate  to  a  voyage  like  our’s,  though  they 
were  conflantly  ufed  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  care. 

As  Falkland’s  Iflands  afforded  no  wood,  the  Coafb  of  America  was 
the  only  place  where  we  could  procure  any.  Fully  expedting  to 
touch  at  feveral  harbours,  and  perhaps  whiter  in  King  George’s, 
Sound,  what  wood  we  got  in  Cook’s  River  was  foon  expended. 

It  cannot  be  forgot,  under  what  circumflances,  and  with  what  re- 
ludtance,  we  left  the  American  Coaft;  and  the  more,  as  fuel  was  one 
of  our  greatefl  wants ;  for  though  we  knew  Sandwich  Iflands  af- 
fordedmoft  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  in  great  plenty,  yet  wealmoffde- 
fpairedof  getting  a  fupply  of  fuel ;  but  in  this  refpedl  we  were  moil 
agreeably  difappointed  ;  for  we  no  fooner  made  the  natives  under- 
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{land  what  we  wanted,  than  they  brought  us  plenty  of  wood,  fuch 
asanfwered  our  purpofe  extremely  well,  and  which  we  purchafed 
on  the  fame  eafy  terms  as  the  water. 


During  the  5th  and  6th,  were  were  all  very  bufdy  employed ;  fome 
taking  in  wood  from  the  natives ;  others  over-hauling  the  rigging. 
See.  and  the  reft  killing  and  falting  hogs  for  fea-ftore.  The  wea¬ 
ther  fince  the  1  ft  has  been  fine  and  fettled,  with  a  fteady  breeze  at 
North  North  Eaft. 


From  the  7th  to  the  10th  the  wind  blew  frefh,  at  Eaft  North 
Eaft  5  and  the  fea  running  pretty  high,  very  few  canoes  came  near 
us.  This  weather,  however,  did-  not  prevent  the  King  and  his 
attendants  from  paying  us  frequent  vifits  5  but  it  was  very  apparent 
that  intereft,  more  than  curiofity,  induced  him  to  come  on  board 
fo  often  ;  for  though  he  always  brought  fomething,  by  way  of  a 
Matano,  or  prefent,  yet  it  was  generally  very  trivial,  fuch  as  a  frnall 
hog,  a  few  cocoa-nuts,  and  fometimes  a  few  frnall  barbel ;  and 
Captain  Dixon  always  gave  him  ten  times  the  value.  Indeed  it 
would  have  been  extremely  impolitic  not  to  have  paid  him  this 
mark  of  our  refpedt  and  attention,  as  he  could,  by  tabooing  the 
inhabitants,  have  eafily  prevented  a  fingle  canoe  from  coming  near* 
us ;  but  by  thus  feeding  his  avarice,  and  gratifying  his  ambition* 
he  not  only  allowed,,  but  encouraged  the  people  to  bring  us  what¬ 
ever  the  illand  afforded.  The  wind  ftill  continued  at  Eaft  North 
Eaft  ;  the  weather  moderate  and  fine. 

Soon  after  we  came  to  anchor,  our  whale-boat  was  hoifted  out, 
to  be  in  readinefs  whenever  occafion  required  ;  and  was  generally 
fecured  by.  her  painter  to  the  fhip’s  ftern.  A  boy  was  ordered  to 
look  after  her  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the  night,  the  watch  always 

kept; 
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kept  a  good  look  out  ;  and  having  moon-light,  the  boat  hitherto 
had  been  fafe  5  but  in  the  evening  of  the  1  ith,  fome  of  the  natives 
had  formed  a  delign  to  fteal  her,  (the  moon  not  rifing  till  pad:  mid¬ 
night)  and  we  faw  feveral  canoes  bufy  about  her  painter.  On 
this,  Captain  Dixon  fired  two  mufquets  over  their  heads,  which 
made  them  fheer  off  with  precipitation,  and  we  got  her  on  board 
next  day,  for  fear  of  a  fecond  vifit  of  the  like  nature. 


1786. 

December. 


In  the  forenoon  of  the  1 2th,  we  caught  a  large  fhark,  and  know¬ 
ing  it  would  be  a  very  acceptable  prefent  to  the  King,  Captain 
Dixon  lent  to  inform  fome  of  his  people  who  happened  to  be  on' 
board  the  King  George  of  it. 

Teereteere  prefently  fent  his  fon,  with  feveral  attendants,  in  a 
large  canoe,  for  the  fhark,  which  feemed  to  pleafe  them  very 
much.  The  King  fent  a  fine  hog  by  his  fon,  as  an  equivalent  for 
our  prefent 5  but  the  young  man,  with  a  degree  of  honefty  peculiar 
to  his  country,  fold  us  the  hog  for  a  large  toe. 


The  lad:  time  we  were  at  Whahoo,  in  failing  from  thence  to 
Atoui,  we  paffed  a  bay  to  the  Weft  ward  of  our  prefent  fituation, 
which  promifed  to  afford  a  good  harbour ;  the  furrounding  coun¬ 
try  fertile,  and  full  of  inhabitants.  At  that  time  we  had  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  examining  it,  but  now,  having  fufficient  leifure,  on  the 
13th  Captain  Portlock  fent  his  long  boat,  (which  had  been  decked, 
and  fchooner-rigged,  fince  we  came  to  Whahoo)  with  Mr.  Hay¬ 
ward,  his  Third  Mate,  accompanied  by  our  Third  Mate,  Mr. 
White,  to  Purvey  the  bay  accurately. 


Mr.  Hayward  returned  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  and  reported, 
that  there  was  no  convenient  anchorage  in  any  part  of  the  bay  5, 
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and  that  there  was  from  dxty-dx  to  feventy  fathom  water  clofe  in 
fhore.  We  now  learnt,  that  Teereteer©  generally  redded  in  this 
bay,  which  is  called  by  the  natives  Whitette  Bay. 

Except  the  affair  of  the  whale-boat,  we  had  difcovered  very  few 
thefts ;  but  this,  doubtlefs,  has  been  owing  to  our  keeping  the 
veffel  as  clear  of  the  natives  as  pofdble,  more  than  their  honed:  dif- 
pofition,  which  we  are  allured  is  not  at  all  to  be  depended  on. 

I  fhall  embrace  every  opportunity  of  acquainting  thee  with  our 
future  proceedings  *  mean  while,  believe  me  thine,  &c. 


W.  B. 


Whahoo,  ? 


1 6th  Dec.  5 


LETTER  XXIII. 


M  O  N  G  S  T  the  few  vifitors  we  admitted  on  board,  (beddes 


JL.  the  King,  and  his  attendants)  was  an  old  pried,  who 
feemed  to  have  condderable  authority  amongd  the  natives.  He 
always  brought  two  attendants  with  himj  one  purpofely  to  pre¬ 
pare  his  Ava,  and  the  other  to  be  always  near  his  perfon,  whenever 
he  fhould  be  wanted.  The  Ava  is  a  root,  fomewhat  refembling  our 
liquorice  in  fhape  and  colour,  but  totally  different  in  tade.  None 
but  the  Arees,  or  Chiefs,  are  permitted  to  ufe  it,  and  they  never  pre¬ 
pare  it  themfelves,  but  always  keep  a  fervant,  whofe  foie  budnefs  is 
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(Ganymede  like)  to  prepare  and  adminider  this  delicious  potation 
to  his  matter.  He  fird  begins  by  chewing  a  fuffieient  quantity, 
till  it  is  well  madicated  this  is  put  into  a  neat  wooden  bowl, 
made  for  the  purpofe,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  water  being  poured 
over,  it  is  well  fqueezed,  and  the  liquor  afterwards  drained  through 
a  piece  of  cloth.  The  delicious  beverage  is  now  compleat,  and  is- 
drank  with  the  higheft  relilh. 


1786. 

December. 


This  root  is  of  an  intoxicating  nature,  but  feems  to  ftupify, 
xathei  than  exhilerate  the  fpirits.  Its  effects  are  very  pernicious, 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  old  pried,  who  appeared  greatly  emaciated', 
and  his  body  was  covered  with  a  white  fcurf,  which  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  leprofy.  The  wind  dill  kept  at  North  Ead,  and  Ead 
North  Ead  j  but  fiom  the  13th  to  the  16th,  a  very  heavy  fwell 

fet  into  the  bay  from  the  South  Ead,  which  caufed  the  veflel  to 
roll  very  much. 

On  the  14th,  we  perceived  the  natives  very  bufily  employed  011 
the  hill,  at  the  South  Ead  extreme  of  the  idand  $  and  by  noon  on 
the  15th,  their  work  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  we  could  plainly 
difcern  they  were  ereding  a  houfe,  though  the  didance  from  us 
was  veiy  conliderable.  The  lame  afternoon,  all  the  canoes  left 
both  fhips,  and  not  one  returned  in  the  evening,  which,  till  now, 
had  nevei  been  the  cafe  ;  for,  as  an  intercourle  with  women  was 
allowed,  (indeed  it  could  not  ealily  be  prevented  j  our  people  never 
failed  to  have  a  number  on  board  every  night.  This  made  us  fuf- 
pe£t  that  the  people  were  tabooed,  and  our  conjectures  proved  to 
be  light  j  for  during  the  whole  of  the  16th,  not  a  fingle  canoe  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  bay ;  but  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  round  the 
new  erected  edifice,  was  perfectly  crowded  with  people  the  whole 
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day  ;  and  in  the  evening,  a  number  of  fires  were  lighted  as  near 
the  place  as  the  wind  would  permit. 


In  the  morning  of  the  17th,  we  were  in  the  fame  quiet  fituation; 
not  a  canoe  to  be  feen,  but  the  hill  feemed  pretty  well  cleared  of 
its  v-ifitants.  About  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  a  man  who  was 
a  flranger  to  us,  came  on  board,  bringing  with  him  a  very  fmall 
pig,  as  a  prefent,  and  a  branch  of  the  cocoa-palm  to  fix  at  the  mail 
head.  This  made  us  hope  that  the  taboo  was  taken  off,  and  the 
more,  as  all  our  hogs  and  vegetables  were  confirmed.  Soon  after¬ 
wards  our  old  acquaintance  the  pried:  paid  us  a  vifit,  bringing  a 
few  trifles,  as  ufual,  by  way  of  prefent,  and  for  which  he  always 
got  five  times  the  value.  We  had  flrongly  fufpedled  this  old  man 
to  be  the  caufe  of  the  taboo,  as  he  left  the  fhip  on  the  15th,  feem- 
ingly  much  diffatisfied  with  fomething  or  other,  and  had  not  been 
near  us  till  now  j  but  we  were  convinced,  that  our  conjectures  were 
ill-founded,  though  he  gave  no  fatisfadlory  account  of  the  recent 
tranfadlions  on  fhore;  but  kept  repeating  with  great  vociferation, 
and  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  “  Teereteere  poonepoone , 
Teereteere  arreoura ,”  or  that  the  King  was  a  liar,  fcoundrel,  and 
deceitful  perfonj  Poonepoone  and  arreoura ,  being  terms  of  re¬ 
proach.  From  this  it  was  evident,  that  fomething  had  been  tran- 
fadling  contrary  to  eflablifned  cuftom,  or  the  rules  of  the  country. 
About  noon,  Teereteere  came  on  board,  bringing  his  ufual  prefent 
of  a  hog,  fome  fijfh,  and  a  few  cocoa-nuts.  A  number  of  canoes 
now  came  along-fide,  from  whom  we  bought  a  few  hogs  and  vege¬ 
tables,  but  could  obtain  no  fatisfadfory  account  from  any  of  them 
why  the  taboo  was  laid  on.  Some  of  them  gave  us  to  underhand 
that  there  had  been  a  folemn  feftival  at  the  top  of  the  mountain  5 
and,  if  we  underflood  right,  a  human  facrifice  offered,  but  whether 
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a  man  or  woman,  we  could  not  learn.  The  women,  however, 
were  Rill  tabooed,  and  none  fuffered  to  come  near  the  fhips. 


1785. 

December. 


About  midnight,  our  fmall  bower-cable  parted  in  a  Sudden  guft 
of  wind,  on  winch  we  let  go  the  beft  bower.  On  heaving  in  the 
cable,  we  found  it  very  much  hurt,  which  we  fufpeCted  to  be  done 
by  the  foulnefs  of  the  bottom. 


The  former  part  of  the  1 8th  was  fpent  in  fearching  for  our 
anchor,  which  we  did  not  find  till  noon,  the  buoy  being  funk. 
No  time  was  loft  in  attempting  to  get  it  on  board ;  and  about  fix 
in  the  afternoon,  we  had  nearly  effected  our  purpofe,  when  a  fud¬ 
den  fquall  coming  on,  fnapt  the  hauler  which  we  had  bent  to  that 
part  of  the  cable  remaining  to  the  anchor,  when-  it  was  almoft  at 
the  bows.  This  was  a  vexatious  circumftance,  and  we  were  afraid 
that  the  recovering  our  anchor  would  be  attended  with  difficulty, 
as  the  evening  was  lowering,  and  feemed  to  forebode  tempeftuous 
weather ;  but  as  night  came  on,  the  Iky  cleared  up,  and  the  next 
morning  proved  fine,  with  little  or  no  wind,  fo  that  we  got  the 
anchor  on  board  by  eleven  o’clock. 

We  now  were  fupplied  with  hogs  and  vegetables,  in  tolerable 
plenty,  but  no  women  were  fuffered  to  come  on  board  the  fhips  : 
the  reafon  for  this,  we  understood  was,,  a  woman  had  been  detected 
eating  pork  on  board  one  of  the  velfels.  It  feems  the  women 
are  always  tabooed  from  eating  pork  on  Shore,  and  breaking 
through  restrictions  of  this  fort,  is  reckoned  a  crime  of  the  firft 
magnitude  ;  nay,  we  were  allured,  that  the  poor  wretch  had  fallen 
a  victim  to  the  laws  of  her  country,  and  had  actually  been  offered 
as  a  facrifice,  to  appeafe,  I  fuppofe,  the  wrath  of  their  gods,  for  fo 
heinous  a  crime.  But  befides  this  affair  of  the  facrifice,  there  was 
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1786.  another  motive,  it  feems,  for  the  large  concourfe  of  people  we  had 
December,  lately  peen  at  the  top  Qf  the  mountain,  and  which  accounts  for 

the  Uriel  taboo  laid  on  the  natives,  during  the  time  of  this  general 

affembly. 

j 

Teereteere  had  caufed  the  houfe  I  have  mentioned  at  the  top  of 
the  hill,  to  be  built  as  a  kind  of  repofitory,  or  ftore-houfe,  for  fuch 
articles  as  the  natives  might  obtain  in  the  courfe  of  their  traffic 
with  our  veffels  :  when  this  was  compleated,  he  caufed  the  bay  to 
he  tabooed,  and  convened  a  general  affembly  of  the  inhabitants  at 
the  top  of  this  mountain,  directing  them  at  the  fame  time,  to  bring 
whatever  trade  they  had  got,  that  it  might  be  depofited  in  his  new- 
eredted  edifice.  This  being  effedted,  he  found  means,  on  fome 
pretext  or  other,  to  appropriate  one-half  of  thefe  ftores  to  his  own 
ufe.  We  now  no  longer  wondered  at  the  old  pried;  venting  his 
reproaches  fo  very  liberally,  as  it  was  pretty  evident  Teereteere  had 
exerted  his  authority  contrary  to  the  rules  ofjuftice  and  equity. 

Though  the  little  we  faw  of  thefe  tranfadlions,  or  what  infor¬ 
mation  we  got  refpedling  them,  is  infufficient  for  me  to  draw  any 
con  cl  u  five  determination  as  to  their  laws ;  yet  of  this  we  are  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  horrid  cuftom  of  offering  up  human  facrifices,  on 
certain  occaftons,  adlually  exifts  amongft  thefe  iflands,  and  that  the 
King’s  authority  is  abfolute* 

It  was  evident,  from  our  late  misfortune,  that  we  could  not  keep 
ourprefent  fituation  without  damaging  the  cables ;  fo  that  it  was 
determined  to  leave  this  ifland,  and  fleer  for  Attouithe  ftrft  oppor¬ 
tunity. 
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At  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  Captain  Portlock  1786. 
made  the  fignal  for  weighing  anchor,  which  we  did  in  a  fhort 
time,  and  flood  out  of  the  bay  with  a  moderate  eafleily  breeze. 

After  flanding  on  for  fome  time,  we  could  fee  nothing  of  the  King 
George  following  us,  on  which  we  wore,  and  flretched  again  into 
the  bay.  On  fpeaking  Captain  Portlock,  we  were  informed  that 
they  had  not  yet  purchafed  their  anchor,  and  were  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  they  fhould  be  able  to  accomplifh  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  even¬ 
ing.  However,  we  kept  under  an  eafy  fail,  making  fhort  boards, 
till  pad  eight  o’clock,  when  Captain  Portlock  made  the  fignal  for 
us  to  anchor. 

About  ten -o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  King  George' 
being  a- weigh,  we  weighed  and  made  fail,  flanding  out  of  the  bay, 
with  a  moderate  breeze  at  North  Eafl.  By  noon  we  were  about 
ten  miles  from  the  bay.  We  learnt  from  Captain  Portlock,  that 
the  Indians  had  cut  his  beft  bower-cable  which  had  occafioned  his 
delay  the  preceding  evening,  and  this  morning.  Captain  Portlock 
had  Piapia,  the  King’s  nephew,  on  board,  accompanied  with  the 
man  who  ufed  to  chew  Ava  for  Teereteere.  It  feems  Piapia  was  fo 
exceedingly  attached  to  Captain  Portlock,  that  he  was  determined 
to  go  with  him  to  Pritane,  as  they  call  England ;  and  the  cup¬ 
bearer  was  inclined  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  his  young  matter. 

The  day  being  fine,  feveral  canoes,  filled  with  the  relations  and 
friends  of  thefe  new  voyagers,  followed  the  King  George  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diflance  from  Whahoo  ;  and  when  they  took  their  leave 
of  them  for  ever,  as  they  thought,  their  grief  was  expreffed  in  the 
moil  audible  manner,  wringing  their  hands,  and  making  the  mofl 
bitter  lamentations  all  the  time  they  were  in  fight  of  the  veffel  : 
neither  did  Piapia,  and  his  fervant  take  leave  of  their  friends  and 
country,  without  exprefling  fome  degree  of  concern  ;  but  their 
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regret  was  lefs  at  prefeat,  as  their  attention  was,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  taken  up  with  the  novelty  of  their  fituation. 

-h. 

We  had  light  baffling  winds,  till  the  evening  of  the  21ft,  when  a 
ftrong  breeze  came  on  at  North  Eaft,  which  brought  us  in  fight 
of  Atoui,  in  the  morning  of  the  22d.  At  noon  our  latitude  was 
.22  deg.  12  min.  North  ;  the  E all  point  of  land  bore  Eaft  North 
Eaft,  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  lhore.  The  Ifland  Onehow 
Weft  South  Weft ;  Wymoa  Bay,  the  place  where  we  propofed  to 
anchor,  being  to  the  Southward  and  Weft  ward.  About  two 
o’clock,  being  as  yet  confiderably  to  the  Eaftward  of  our  propofed 
anchoring  place,  we  palled  over  a  good  deal  of  fhoal  water,  having 
feldom  more  than  five  fathom,  over  a  fandy  bottom  ;  the  adjacent 
lhore,  which  was  not  more  than  two  miles  diftant,  appeared  level 
and  well  cultivated. 

About  three  o’clock,  Captain  Portlock  let  go  his  anchor,  and  we 
having  bottom  in  twenty-five  fathom,  and  at  a  convenient  diftance 
from  the  King  George,  prepared  to  do  the  fame,  which,  though 
we  did  with  all  expedition,  and  veered  out  fifty  fathom  cable,  the 
anchor  did  not  bring  us  up  :  this  made  us  conjedlure  that  we  had 
drove  off  the  bank,  and  our  opinion  was  confirmed  on  heaving  the 
lead  over,  as  we  found  no  bottom  with  eighty  fathom  line. 
Whilft  our  anchor  was  purchafing,  we  unavoidably  drifted  to  lee¬ 
ward,  fo  that  it  was  imprafticable  to  make  the  fituation  we  firft 
intended.  On  this  we  made  feveral  boards,  and  about  five  o’clock 
came  to  in  a  very  good  fituation,  near  three  miles  North  Weft  of 
the  King  George,  in  eighteen  and  half  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy 
bottom,  inclining  to  mud.  A  long,  low,  fandy  point  to  the  South 
Weft,  bearing  Weft  by  South  j  the  Eaftermoft  point  of  the  bay 
Eaft  South  Eaft ;  the  mouth  of  a  frelh  water  river  North  Eaft  by 

Eaft5 


Eaft,  rather  more  than  a  mile  diftant  from  fhore.  The  Ifland  1786. 
Onehow  South  South  Weft.  Decemb* 


Our  tranfa&ions  at  this  place  fhall  be  the  fubjecl  of  my  next. 
Thine, 

W.  B. 
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AT O U I  was  the  firft  place  Captain  Cook  anchored  at,  when 
thefe  iftands  were  difcovered  by  him  j  fo  that  it  was  known 
to  afford  great  plenty  of  hogs  and  vegetables  :  the  former  we 
wanted  to  cure  for  fea-ftore,  as  the  hogs  we  had  bought  fince  our 
leaving  Owhyhee  afforded  us  little  more  than  a  daily  fupply. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  December,  we  were  furrounded 
by  a  number  of  canoes,  moft  of  them  well  loaded  with  taro,  pota¬ 
toes,  fugar-cane,  and  cocoa-nuts,  and  a  good  number  of  fine  hogs. 
This  plainly  fhewed  us,  that  the  inhabitants  knew  we  were  come 
for  a  fupply  of  provifions,  and  had  prepared  themfelves  accord¬ 
ingly.  We  found  the  roots  much  cheaper,  and  in  greater  plenty 
than  at  Whahoo  3  but  finding  we  were  defirous  of  buying  large 
hogs,  they  were  at  firft  exorbitant  in  their  demands,  at  leaft  in 
proportion  to  what  we  had  given  at  the  other  iflands,  on  which  we 
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feemed  indifferent  about  the  matter,  and  by  this  means  foon 
bought  the  largeft  hogs  for  one  large,  or  two  middling-fized  toes. 

\  V  .  „  s  \  *v..$a.sl 

On  our  aiking  for  water,  they  prefently  brought  us  fome  very 
excellent,  indeed  the  beff  by  far  we  had  hitherto  met  with.  This 
kind  of  traffic  was  entirely  new  to  them,  and  they  very  gladly  fup- 
plied  us  on  the  fame  eafy  terms  we  bought  it  for  at  Whahco. 
Cocoa-nuts  we  found  in  the  greateft  plenty  j  the  fettled  price  for 
them  was  five  for  an  eightpenny  nail.  The  fugar-cane  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  fine,  and  equally  cheap.  The  taro  here  is  by  far  thefineft 
of  any  we  met  with,  and  very  plentiful ;  we  commonly  got  five 
fine  roots  for  an  eightpenny  or  tenpenny  nail.  This  ifland  pro¬ 
duces  no  yams,  and  very  little,  if  any  bread-fruit. 

The  weather  till  the  27th  was  moderate  and  fine  5  but  on  that 
day,  a  ftrong  breeze  fprung  up  at  Eaft  North  Eaft,  and  a  heavy 
fwell  fet  in  from  Eaft  South  Eaft,  right  along  fhore  :  we  were 
moored  with  the  ftream-anchor,  and  rode  much  eafier  than  at 
Whahoo  ;  befides,  the  bottom  here  being  free  from  rocks,  we  were 
under  lefs  anxiety  in  regard  to  our  cables. 

-*.■*■*  / 

The  28th,  and  part  of  the  29th,  were  wet  and  dirty ;  but  towards 
evening,  the  fky  brightened  up,  and  the  weather  grew  moderate 
and  fine. 

This  being  Chriftmas,  that  feafon  of  the  year  fo  univerfally 
convivial  throughout  the  civilized  world,  we  fpent  our  time  as 
agreeably,  and  with  plenty  of  as  good  chear  as  we  could  procure, 
fuch  as  roaft  pig,  fea-pie,  &c.  &c.  and  to  fhew  our  refined  tafte, 
even  in  our  liquor,  we  no  longer  drank  grog  mixed  with  fimple 
water,  but  offered  our  Chriftmas  libations  in  punch,  mixed  with 
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the  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut,  toafting  our  friends  and  miftrefies  in  1787. 
bumpers  of  this  liquor,  which,  perhaps,  pleafed  more  on  account  /ai^‘ai yv, 
of  its  novelty,  than  from  any  other  circumftance. 

The  weather  feldom  continued  fettled  for  more  than  a  day  toge¬ 
ther  ;  ftrong  breezes  at  Eaft  North  Eaft,  with  a  heavy  South  Eaft 
fwell,  frequently  intervening. 

By  the  4th  of  January,  1787,  we  had  falted  and  packed  five 
puncheons  of  pork  for  fea-ftore  ;  but  hogs  now  grew  rather  fcarce, 
not  that  we  fuppofed  the  fcarcity  real,  but  owing  to  fome  fcheme 
or  other  of  the  petty  Chiefs.  We  had  for  fome  time  expefled  a 
vifit  from  the  King,  and  been  given  to  underftand,  that  his  pre¬ 
fence,  like  a  cornucopia,  would  teem  with  plenty;  but  his  Majefty 
had  not  as  yet  thought  proper  to  favour  us  fo  far. 

Abbenoue,  the  Chief,  whom  we  met  with  at  Onehow  Iaft  year, 
was  generally  on  board  the  King  George,  and  being  attached  to 
Captain  Portlock,  caufed  plenty  of  fine  hogs  to  be  fent  him  ;  but 
at  prefent  we  found  very  little  of  his  influence  reach  on  board  our 
veflel. 

From  the  5th  to  the  9th,  the  weather  was  in  an  unfettled  ftate, 
the  wind  frequently  drifting  to  the  Weflward,  but  feldom  blew 
from  that  quarter  twelve  hours  together,  and  then  only  a  moderate 
breeze.  During  this  time,  we  were  daily  vifited  by  the  natives, 
who  kept  bringing  us  a  few  hogs,  with  taro,  cocoa-nuts,  &c.  but 
barely  fufiicient  to  fupply  us  from  hand  to  mouth. 

Befides  this  traffic,  which  was  carried  on  for  neceflaries,  the  na¬ 
tives  had  a  brifk  trade  for  curiofities  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as 
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1787.  cloaks,  caps,  mats,  fifliing-lines  and  hooks,  necklaces,  &c.  &c.  I 
January.,  may  attempt  to  defcribe  them  at  a  future  opportunity. 

They  likewife  brought  great  numbers  of  beautiful  bird-fkins,  in 
excellent  prefervation  :  thefe  were  generally  made  up  in  parcels  of 
ten  each,  by  a  wooden  lkewer  run  through  their  beaks.  On  our 
wifhing  to  procure  fome  of  them  alive,  we  foon  found’ plenty  of 
bird-catchers,  and  the  living  birds  were  fold  nearly  as  cheap  as  the 
preferved  ones  :  they  are  near  the  fize  of  a  robin,  the  bread:  and 
throat  of  a  moft  beautiful  lively  red,  with  a  long  beak,  the  wings 
and  back  a  deep  brown.  I  am.  informed  by  Mr.  Hogan,  Surgeon 
of  the  King  George,  who  I  before  obferved  to  thee,  has  ftudied 
Natural  Hiftory,  that  they  are  a  fpecies  of  the  humming-bird. 
Thefe  birds  being  purchafed  by  us  with  great  avidity,  the  natives 
were  induced  to  bring  every  thing  of  the  kind  they  could  lay  hold 
of,  among  which  was  a  fpecies  of  wild-duck.  Captain  Dixon,  on 
feeing  them,  concluded  the  ifland  afforded  plenty  of  game,  and 
being  fond  of  fhooting,  took  two  or  three  opportunities  of  going 
on  fhore  with  his  gun,  attended  only  by  a  fervant,  in  one  of  the 
Indian  canoes.  The  man  to  whom  the  canoe  belonged  had  been 
very  afliduous  in  bringing  off  water,  and  fuch  other  articles  for 
our  ufe,  as  were  in  his  power  1  indeed  he  had  been  greatly  noticed 
by  many  of  us,  and  treated  kindly,  particularly  by  Captain  Dixon, 
on  account  of  the  great  refemblance  he  bore  to  one  of  our  people  : 
the  man  feemed  highly  fenfible  of  the  preference  given  to  him  before 
his  neighbours,  and  was  not  a  little  proud  of  his  new  office. 

The  firft  time  our  Captain  went  on  fhore,  he  was  apprehenfive 
that  the  natives,  by  crowding  about  him,  would  fpo.il  his  diverfion  j 
but  he  found  himfelf  agreeably  miftaken.  Curiofity  was  excited  in 
a  much  iefs  degree  here  than  at  Whahoo ;  inftead  of  being  fur- 
rounded  by  crowds  of  idle,  inquifitive  gazers,  the  people  generally 
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Ruck  clofe  to  whatever  employments  they  were  engaged  in,  fuch  as 
manufacturing  cloth,  making  lines,  ropes,  &c.  fo  that  hetraverfed 
the  country  with  as  much  eafe,  as  he  could  have  done  in  England. 
Contrary  to  his  expectation,  he  did  not  find  game  very  plentiful, 
yet  never  returned  without  fome  fpoils  of  the  field,  fuch  as  ducks, 
terns,  a  fpecies  like  our  water-hen,  and  various  other  kinds. 

By  this  time,  the  wood  we  procured  at  Whahoo  began  to  grow 
fliort,  on  account  of  the  conftant  fires  we  were  obliged  to  keep  for 
heating  water  to  fcald  hogs,  and  various  other  purpofes.  On  this 
we  applied  to  the  natives  for  fome,  though  without  any  fanguine 
hopes  of  our  application  being  fuccefsful,  as  the  mountains  where 
the  woods  grow  are  farther  up  the  country  on  this  ifland,  than  at 
any  of  the  others  j  however,  our  application  was  very  fuccefsful, 
the  natives  to  a  man  engaging  in  this  traffic,  and  every  individual 
bringing  us  more  or  lefs  of  the  article  we  wanted,  though  it  was 
evident,  from  many  poles  and  rafters  brought  for  fale,  and  which 
had  been  recently  pulled  out  of  the  ground,  that  their  fences,  and 
perhaps  houfes,  had  been  demolilhed  for  our  accommodation,  and  I ' 
may  fay,  their  profit  j  yet  this  proceeding  ferves  to  fhew,  that  any 
thing  whatever  this  ifland,  or  indeed  any  of  the  group  affords,  may 
eafily  be  obtained,  fo  great  is  the  value  they  fet  on  iron. 

The  weather  continuing  unfettled,  and  the  fupply  of  vegetables 
being  infufficient  to  ferve  us  daily,  it  was  determined  to  make 
Oneehow  the  firfb  opportunity  :  fo  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
10th  January,  Captain  Portlock  made  the  fignal  for  weighing 
anchor.  I  have  before  obferved,  that  he  lay  farther  out  at  lea  than 
we  did,  fo  that  he  was  favoured  with  a  good  Eaflerly  breeze,  at 
the  fame  time  we  were  becalmed,  and  could  not  poffibly  anfwer  his 
fignal.  After  making  a  fliort  board,  finding  the  wind  light  and 
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baffling,  Captain  Portlock  came  to  anchor  pretty  near  his  old  litu- 
ation. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nth,  a  ftrong  breeze 
fpringing  up  at  Eaft  South  Eaft,  we  weighed  and  made  fail,  hand¬ 
ing  diredly  for  Oneehow  j  the  breeze  continued  during  the  fore¬ 
noon,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain.  At  noon,  the  Weft  end 
of  Atoui  bore  North  21  deg.  Eaft,  feven  leagues  diftant  j  and  the 
high  land  on  the  South  end  of  Oneehow,  South  70  deg.  Weft. 
We  fully  expedted  to  have  anchored  at  Oneehow  by  three  o’clock, 
but  before  that  time,  the  wind  veered  to  the  Weftward,  which  made 
it  impoffible  for  us  to  attempt  it.. 

From  the  nth  to  the  18th,  we  had  frefti  Wefterly  and  Nor¬ 
therly  breezes,  light  baffling  winds  intervening  at  times. 

On  the  15th,  the  King  George  weathered  the  South  point  of 
Oneehow  ;  and  on  the  16th,  we  loft  fight  of  her,  which  made  us 
conclude  fhe  had  come  to  an  anchor :  our  veil'd  being  very  foul, 
could  not  work  to  windward  equal  to  the  King  George,  fo  that  we 
contented  ourfelves  in  plying  between  theiftands,  making  longer  or 
fhorter  boards,  as  circumftances  required  ;  however,  we  could  not 
help  repining  at  our  duration,  when  compared  with  that  of  our 
fellow-voyagers ;  but  the  event  fhe  wed,  that  they  were  far  from 
being  in  an  enviable  duration.  During  this  time  we  took  care  to 
ftretch  well  to  the  Southward  and  Eaftward,  a  precaution  which 
proved  exceedingly  necefiary  5  for  on  the  1 9th,  a  ftrong  gale  of 
wind  came  on  at  South  Weft,  with  a  very  heavy  crofs  fea,  which 
continued  till  noon  on  the  gift., 
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In  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  the  weather  being  thick  and  hazy,  1787. 
we  loR  fight  of  land,  and  did  not  fee  it  again  till  near  noon  on  the 
22d,  when  Atoui  bore  from  North  15  deg.  Eaft,  to  North  55  deg. 

Weft ;  diftant  about  four  leagues. 

During  this  gale,  we  were  under  great  apprehenfions  for  Cap¬ 
tain  P ortlock’s  lafety,  as  his  fituation  we  knew  muft  be  a  very  cri¬ 
tical  one,  no  harbour  at  Oneehow  affording  the  leafl  fhelter  from 
a  Southerly  or  W  efterly  wind.  But  at  one  o’clock  on  the  22d,  we 
faw  the  King  George,  to  our  great  fatisfaftion,  bearing  Weft  by 
North,  about  three  leagues  diftant. 

From  her  fituation,  it  was  evident,  that  lhe  had  failed  round 
Oneehow,  and  we  did  not  doubt  but  that  fhe  had  been  obliged,  by 
the  violence  of  the  gale,  to  flip,  or  cut  her  cables,  and  run  to  fea. 

The  wind  continued  wefterly  till  the  25th,  when  it  veered  to  South 
Eaft,  and  foon  afterwards  to  North  North  Eaff ;  this  being  fa¬ 
vourable  for  us,  and  likely  to  continue  from  that  quarter,  we  again 
flood  for  Oneehow,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  26th,  came  to  anchor 
in  Yam  Bay,  in  twenty-nine  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bottom; 
the  extremes  of  Oneehow  bore  from  South  Eaff  to  North  by  Weft, 
a  mile  and  half  diftant  from  fhore  5  the  Ifland  Tahoora  South  48 
deg.  Weft. 

During  the  27th,  the  wind  kept  at  North  North  Eaft,  but  blew 
fo  frefh,  that  our  fituation  was  by  no  means  an  eligible  one.  Our 
principal  motive  in  coming  to  Oneehow  was,  to  procure  a  fupply 
of  yams,  they  being  the  only  root  this  ifland  affords,  which  will 
keep  for  any  time  ;  but  the  furf  i*an  fo  high,  that  very  few  canoes 
ventured  off  to  us.  The  fame  reafon  operated  againft  our  attempt¬ 
ing  to  fearch  for  the  anchors  left  here  by  Captain  Portlock.  The 
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King  George  laying  hear  two  miles  from  us,  we  hove  up  our  anchor 
in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  after  making  a  few  boards,  came 
to  with  our  heft  bower,  in  twenty-feven  fathom  water,  over  a  bot¬ 
tom  of  fand,  mixed  with  coral,  about  two  miles  diftant  from  fhore, 
and  at  a  convenient  diftance  from  the  King  George.  Our  fears 
for  Captain  Portlock  during  the  gale,  were  but  too  well  founded  ; 
he  had  been  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  cutting  his  cables,  and  run¬ 
ning  to  fea  j  and  though  he  embraced  the  moft  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  this,  yet  he  had  barely  room  to  weather  the  break¬ 
ers  at  the  North  point  of  the  bay.  This  was  a  moft  (hiking  leflon 
for  us,  in  regard  to  our  future  conduct,  and  pointed  to  us  the  ma- 
nifeft  impropriety  of  murmuring  at — may  I  be  allowed  to  fay  ?— 

the  difpenfations  of  Providence  ! - Had  we  been  fortunate  enough 

to  have  made  Yarn-Bay  at  the  time  the  King  George  did,  ’tis  im- 
poftible  to  fay  what  our  fituation  would  have  been,  or  where  we 
might  have  drove,  when  neceffity  forced  us  to  quit  it :  but  few  of 
us  were  philofophers  enough  to  acknowledge  with  the  Poet,  that 

tc  The  ways  of  Heaven  are  dark  and  intricate, 
tc  Puzzl’d  in  mazes  and  perplex’d  in  errors, 
u  Our  underftanding  traces  ’em  in  vain, 
a  Loft  and  bewilder’d  in  the  fruitlefs  fearch  ; 

«  Nor  fees  with  how  much  art  the  windings  run, 

“  Nor  where  the  regular  confufion  ends.” 

’Tis  impoffible  for  me,  when  circumftances  of  this  fort  are 
immediately  before  my  eyes,  to  avoid  moralizing  in  fome  degree, 
efpecially  when  I  meet  with  a  fet  of  men  who  attribute  any  fuppofed 
evil  that  befals  them  to  mifconduB  ;  any  temporary  fuccefs  to  good- 
fortune ,  entirely  forgetting,  that  ’tis  a  gracious  Providence  who 

“  directs,  impels,  and  rules  the  whole.” 
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I  fhall  therefore,  in  future,  make  no  kind  of  apology  for  digref- 
flons  of  this  fort,  however  foreign  they  may  be  to  my  narration,  as 
I  am  fenfible  thou  wilt  make  every  kind  allowance  for  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  thy  allured  friend, 

W.  B- 

Oneehow,  7 
29th  Jan.  X 


my 

1787. 
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IN  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  of  January,  the  wind  veered  to 
the  Weftward,  blowing  a  frelh  breeze ;  this  made  us  appre¬ 
hend  a  return  of  unfettled  weather,  and  experience  having  taught 
us,  that  there  was  no  laying  here  with  a  Wefterly  wind,  it  was 
determined  to  get  to  fea,  fhould  the  breeze  continue  from  that 
quarter. 

On  the  29th,  about  two  o’clock,  the  wind  fall  Wefterly,  Captain 
Portlock  made  the  fignal  for  weighing  anchor  :  by  three  we  made 
fail,  and  flood  along  the  coaft,  intending  to  ftretch  well  to  the 
Southward  and  Eaftward,  that  at  all  events,  we  might  keep  clear  of 
the  land 

During  the  30th,  the  weather  was  tolerably  fine,  and  the  wind 
fhifting  to  North  Weft,  it  was  judged  proper  to  make  Wymoa-Bay, 
Atoui,  which  we  did,  and  came  to  anchor  about  eleven  o’clock,, 
about  two  miles  to  the  Eaftward  of  our  old  fituation,  in  twenty- 

five 
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1787.  live  fathom  water,  over  a  Tandy  bottom  ;  the  extremes  of  the  land 
F^vuy\  from  South  Eaft  by  Eaft  to  Weft  three  quarters  North. 

On  the  31ft,  we  moored  with  both  bowers,  determining  to  ftay 
here  whilft  the  weather  permitted,  this  bay  being  greatly  preferable 
to  the  road  at  Oneehov/  j  and  as  it  was  yet  too  foon  by  fix  weeks  for 
us  to  think  of  profecuting  our  Voyage  to  the  Northward,  the 
objects  of  our  prefent  concern  were  to  ftation  the  veffels  where  they 
could  lie  with  moft  fafety,  and  at  the  fame  time,  where  the  beft 
fupply  of  provifions  and  water  could  be  procured  5  on  thefe  latter 
accounts,  if  we  except  the  article  of  yams,  Atoui  was  by  far  the 
moft  defirable  fttuation  now  within  our  reach. 

From  the  ift  to  the  8th  of  February,  we  had  light  variable 
winds,  with  fine  moderate  weather.  The  veffels  now  laying  much 
nearer  to  each  other  than  before,  we  frequently  were  favoured  with 
Abbenoue’s  company ;  with  the  help  of  a  few  prefents,  he  be¬ 
came  our  very  good  friend,  and  we  frequently  found  the  good 
effects  of  his  influence,  which  was  not  a  little,  in  getting  our 
various  wants  fupplied. 

Abbenoue  is  of  a  middle  fize,  and  appears  to  be  about  fifty  years 
old  :  when  we  firft  faw  him  at  Oneehow,  his  body  was  almoft 
covered  with  a  white  fcurf,  and  his  eyes  feemed  weak,  occafioned  by 
an  immoderate  ufe  of  the  Ava ;  but  he  then  difcontinued  the 
drinking  it  at  our  requeft.  The  good  effedls  of  this  mode¬ 
ration  were  vifibly  feen,  for  his  fkin  began  to  refume  its  former 
colour,  his  eyes  looked  frefh  and  lively,  and  he  had  altogether 
the  appearance  of  health  and  vigour.  He  has  a  fon  named 
Tyheira,  whofe  authority  feemed  pretty  extenfive,  and  who  feemed 
equally  folicitous  to  render  us  friendly  offices  5  but  he  was  far 

from 


NORTH-WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 


from  poffeffing  the  activity  or  intelligent  povvers  of  his  father,  nor  1787. 
was  his  friendfhip  of  the  fame  free,  difinterefled  kind,  all  his  ,1^ar7- 
actions  evidently  being  influenced  by  mercenary,  interefted  views ; 
and  to  effectually  fecure  his  attachment,  it  was  fometimes  neceffary 
to  have  recourfe  to  a  bribe,  and  he  would  accept  of  a  fmall  toe,  or 
even  a  nail,  fooner  than  mifs  a  Matano,  or  prefent.  Befides  the 
friendly  offices  of  Abbenoue  and  Tyheira,  we  had  frequent  vifits 
from  two  other  Chiefs,  who  frequently  fupplied  us  with  hogs  and 
vegetables  j  their  names  were  Toetoe,  and  Nomaitahaite  j  but  the 
latter  was  always  known  by  us  under  the  denomination  of  Long- 
fhanks,  from  his  being  remarkably  tall  and  thin,  and  his  legs  and 
thighs  appearing  too  long  for  his  body.  Toetoe  is  well  advanced 
in  years,  and  appears  greatly  debilitated  by  the  immoderate  ufe  of 
Ava,-but  unlike  Abbenoue,  he  cannot  form  a  refolution  to  leave  it 
off.  He  appears  to  poffefs  a  very  large  portion  of  taro  plantations, 
and  fupplied  us  with  larger  quantities  of  that  root,  than  any  of 
the  other  Chiefs,  and  was  always  perfectly  fatisfied  with  whatever 
was  offered  him  in  return. 

Long-fhanks  alfo,  was  very  aiTiduous  in  fupplying  our  wants  y 
and  though  his  authority  is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  Abbenoue, 
or  Toetoe,  yet  we  found  him  extremely  ufeful  on  many  occafions  ; 
though  it  muff  be  confeffed,  that  like  Tyheira,  he  was  mercenary 
in  his  demands,  -and  continually  begging  fomething  or  other,  by 
way  of  Matano.  I  had  forgot  to  obferve,  that  we  had  been  fre¬ 
quently  vifited  by  a  brother  of  the  King,  who  always  came  in  a 
fine  large  double  canoe,  attended  by  a  number  of  inferior  Chiefs  5 
but,  whether  traffic  was  reckoned  beneath  his  dignity,  or  from  I 
know  not  what  motive,  he  feldom  brought  any  thing  with  him  to 
difpofe  of  j  fo  that  curiofity,  no  doubt,  principally  induced  him  to 
vifit  us.  His  daughter,  a  fine  child  about  feven  years  old,  generally 
1  .  came 
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along  with  him  5  he  treated  her  with  a  fondnefs  truly  paternal, 
carrying  her  for  the  moft  part  in  his  arms,  and  when  fatigued,  his 
attendants  anxioufly  flrove  which  fhould  have  the  honour  of  bear¬ 
ing  little  Mifs,  till  the  father  again  reaffirmed  his  pretty  charge. 
O11  exprefling  a  defire  to  come  on  board,  (lie  was  handed  ovei  the 
hide  with  the  utrnoft  care,  and  when  on  board,  was  never  fuffered 
to  fland  on  the  deck,  but  always  kept  in  the  arms  of  her  father,  or 
one  of  the  attendants,  who,  we  underflood,  was  a  relation.  Cap¬ 
tain  Dixon  made  her  a  prefent  of  a  bead  Eraie ,  or  necklace,  with 
which  fhe  was  wonderfully  pleafed. 


The  attention  and  tendernefs  fhewn  to  this  little  girl,  fo  totally 
different  from  what  we  had  hitherto  feen,  gave  us  an  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  female  children  of  the  Arees  are  treated,  and 
may  ferve  to  throw  lome  light  on  the  general  character  of  thefe 
people. 

For  fome  days  we  were  fupplied  by  the  Chiefs  I  have  jufl  men¬ 
tioned,  with  a  few  hogs,  taro,  &c.  fufficient,  as  they  thought,  for 
our  daily  confumption  j  none  of  the  petty  Chiefs,  or  common 
people  corning  near  us.  Abbenoue  informed  us,  that  the  people 
were  tabooed,  and  that  nobody  durfl  bring  any  thing  to  fell,  not 
even  water,  till  the  King  had  paid  us  a  vifit,  which  he  propofed  to 
do  very  fhortly. 

We  never  could  learn  the  true  caufe  of  this  taboo  being  laid  on, 
and  which  it  feems  did  not  extend  to  the  principal  Chiefs ;  though 
if  we  compare  it  to  the  fame  fituation  at  Whahoo,  under  fimilar 
circumflances,  there  is  good  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  it  is  done  in 
order  to  exadl  fome  tribute  or  acknowledgment  from  the  people, 
for  the  privilege  of  trading  with  us. 

On 


I  2  I 


* 

NORTH-WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 

On  the  jth  of  February,  the  King  paid  us  his  promifed  vifit.  F*^u7* 
He  came  in  a  large  double  canoe,  attended  by  a  number  of  Chiefs,  v, — 
exclufive  of  the  men  who  paddled  the  canoe.  Amongft  the  at¬ 
tendants  was  Piapia,  who,  I  informed  thee,  Captain  Portlock 
brought  from  Whahoo.  It  feems  Piapia  had  taken  fuch  a  liking 
to  his  fituation,  that  he  was  determined  to  flay  at  Atoui,  and  had 
entirely  given  up  his  intention  of  going  to  Pritane.  Indeed  Cap¬ 
tain  Portlock  gueffed  this  would  be  the  cafe,  and  on  that  account 
the  more  readily  brought  him  from  Whahoo.  His  defire  to  leave 
his  native  country  originated,  no  doubt,  from  a  love  of  novelty  ; 
and  this  love  of  novelty,  or  variety,  call  it  which  thou  wilt,  fhews 
itfelf  amongft  young  people,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  in  the 
moft  civilized  part  of  the  world. 


The  keen  edge  of  this  novelty  was  a  good  deal  wore  off,  before 
we  anchored  at  Atoui,  and  when  Piapia  went  on  Ihore  there,  and 
found  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his  friends  and  relations,  whom  he 
had  not  feen  for  a  confiderable  time,  fome  of  them  perhaps  not 
at  all,  ’tis  no  wonder  that  the  little  prediledtion  he  now  had  for 
his  new  voyage,  was  entirely  deftroyed ;  and  that  he  fliould  refolve 
to  take  up  his  abode  with  his  former  friends. 

But  to  return  to  his  Majefty : — his  name,  if  I  underftood  him 
right,  is  Tiara  ;  he  is  a  good-looking  middle-aged  man,  and  favours 
Teereteere,  King  of  Whahoo,  whofe  brother,  it  feems,  he  is  very 
much,  but  he  appears  to  be  a  man  of  fuperior  knowledge,  and 
a  better  capacity.  He  alked  many  queftions  about  the  veffel : 
In  what  manner  we  fleered  her  ?  How  we  managed  the  fails  ?  &c. 
He  admired  the  compafs  very  much,  and  feemed  to  comprehend, 
that  it  was  our  guide  to  various  parts  of  the  world  :  he' was  par¬ 
ticularly  anxious  to  know  which  part  of  the  compafs  pointed  to- 
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1787.  wards  Pritane,  and  how  far  it  was  off :  in  fhort,  he  was  very  in- 
Febiuary.  .  many  Gf  his  queftions  were  remarkably  pertinent,  and  fo 

far  from  being  alked  merely  to  gratify  an  idle  curiofity,  (though 
even  then  they  would  have  been  natural  enough)  that  they  mani- 
fefted  an  eager  defire  of  information,  and  evidently  fhewed,  that 
the  queftioner  was  polfefTed  of  ftrong  natural  abilities. 

Before  his  Majefty  left  the  vefiel,  Captain  Dixon  made  him  a 
prefent  of  a  few  toes,  and  fome  beads,  which  pleafed  very  much,  and 
he  told  us  the  taboo  fhould  be  taken  off,  and  the  people  fuffered 
to  trade  with  us  as  before.  He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  in  a 
day  or  two,  things  were  in  their  former  channel,  the  natives  bring¬ 
ing  us  hogs,  taro,  fugar-cane,  cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  water,  curi- 
ohties,  &c.  as  ufual. 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  the  weather  was  moderate  and 
fine  j  and  that  this  opportunity  might  be  improved  to  the  bell  ad¬ 
vantage,  the  carpenters  of  both  velfels  were  very  bufily  employed 
in  caulking  the  decks,  fides,  and  wherever  occafion  required ;  the 
ftern,  and  quarter-boards  were  frefh  painted,  and  the  Tides  paid 
with  a  compofition  of  pitch,  tar,  and  oil.  The  rigging  was  over¬ 
hauled,  and  any  occafional  repairs  made  that  were  found  neceffary  ; 
and  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which  could  poffibly  conduce 
towards  perfectly  eftabli  idling  the  health  of  our  fhips  companies, 
and  enable  us  to  profecute  the  approaching  feafon  with  vigour,  an 
agreement  was  made  with  Abbenoue  for  our  people  to  recreate 
themfelves  on  fliore,  without  being  molefted  by  the  natives ;  he 
alfo  was  to  provide  fufficient  refrefhments  for  them,  when 
there. 


I  was, 
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I  was  on  fhore  in  one  of  thefe  parties  of  pleafure  an  account  of  1787. 
which  excurfion,  and  the  fumptuous  dinner  provided  for  us  by  ^bruatT- 
Abbenoue,  ihall  be  the  fubje6t  of  my  next.  Mean  while  believe 
me  to  be  fincerely  thine, 

W.  B. 

Atoui,  l 
9th  Feb.  f 
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IF  my  memory  ferves  me  right,  I  promifed  thee,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  my  laid,  fome  account  of  an  excurfion  I  had  made  on 
fhore  at  Atoui,  and  the  reception  I  met  with  there.  Promifes,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  whatever  the  generality  of  the  world  may 
think,  fhould  ever  be  held  facred  and  inviolable  j  therefore  I  fliall 
endeavour  to  fulfil  mine,  in  the  belt  manner  I  am  able. 

The  weather,  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  February,  being  fine, 
I  went  along  with  Mr.  White,  and  feveral  of  our  people,  to  take  a 
day’s  recreation  on  fhore.  When  we  got  near  the  beach,  the  furf 
ran  fo  high,  that  we  brought  our  boat  to  an  anchor  two  cables 
length  from  it ;  but  our  good  friend  Abbenoue  had  taken  care  to 
provide  againfl  this  inconvenience,  and  got  a  number  of  his  people 
ready  with  canoes  to  land  us,  which  they  did  as  fafely,  and  with  as 
much  expedition,  as  a  London  Waterman  could  do  at  Tower 
Stairs. 


We 
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1787.  We  landed  clofe  by  the  frefh  water  river  I  mentioned  when  we 
Rorua1^  Came  to  anchor  at  this  ifland,  and  which  bore  nearly  North 

E aft  from  the  drips.  Before  we  walked  into  the  country,  Abbenoue 
took  us  to  a  place  hard  by,  in  order  to  drew  us  what  was  preparing 
for  our  dinner.  We  here  found  fome  of  his  fervants  cleaning  a 
very  fine  hog,  which  he  told  us  was  to  be  baked,  together  with 
fome  taro  ;  and  that  he  hoped  there  would  be  arouarou ,  or,  great 
plenty.  We  allured  him  there  would  be  quite  fufficient  for  us  all*, 
which  feemed  to  pleafe  him  greatly ;  and  he  cautioned  us  not  to 
walk  too  far,  as  dinner  would  be  ready  by  twelve  o’clock  :  this  he 
explained  by  pointing  to  the  fun  ;  after  which,  Abbenoue  left  the 
management  of  the  feaft  to  Tyheira,  as  he  wanted  to  be  on  board 
the  fhips. 

Having  frequently  heard  our  people  who  had  been  on  fhore  fpeak 
of  a  village,  called  by  the  natives  A  Tappa,  where  a  great  number 
of  people  were  commonly  employed  in  manufacturing  cloth,  curi- 
ofity  prompted  me  to  walk  to  that  place  firft,  as  I  found  it  was  not 
more  than  three  miles  diftant,  fo  that  I  could  eafily  get  back  by 
Tyheira’s  dinner-time.  Great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  crouded 
about  us,  when  we  firft  landed,  but  our  people  walking  different 
ways,  juft  as  fancy  or  inclination  led  them,  the  natives  were  divided 
into  different  parties,  and  I  was  very  little  incommoded  in  my 
walk.  One  man  was  particularly  affiduous  in  rendering  me  any 
little  fervices ;  he  not  only  offered  to  drew  me  the  way  to  A  Tappa, 
but  to  attend  me  the  whole  day,  for  a  large  nail:  though  I  fully 
expedted  him  to  run  away  from  me  after  he  got  his  nail,  which  he 
ftipulated  to  receive  before  we  fet  out,  yet  I  determined'  to  try  him, 
and  at  the  fame  time  endeavoured  to  fecure  his  fidelity,  by  pro- 
mifing  him  a  Matano  in  the  evening. 


The. 
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The  country,  from  the  place  where  we  landed  to  A  Tappa,  is 
tolerably  level,  and  for  the  fpace  of  two  miles,  very  dry.  The  foil 
here  is  a  light  red  earth,  and  with  proper  cultivation,  would  pro¬ 
duce  excellent  potatoes,  or  any  thing  that  fuits  a  dry  foil 3  but  at 
prefent,  it  is  entirely  covered  with  long  coarfe  grafs  :  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  I  fuppofe,  finding  plenty  of  ground  near  their  habitations, 
more  conveniently  fituated  for  their  various  purpofes.  So  far,  the 
fpace  from  the  beach  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  is  about  two 
miles  in  breadth  3  but  from  hence  to  A  Tappa,  it  grows  gradually 
narrower,  till  it  terminates  in  a  long  fandy  point,  which  I  have 
already  obferved,  is  the  Weft  extreme  of  Wymoa  Bay. 


A7g7- 
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A  Tappa  is  a  pretty  large  village,  fituated  behind  a  long  row  of 
cocoa-nut  trees,  which  afford  the  inhabitants  a  moft  excellent  fhel- 
ter  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  noon-day  fun.  Amongft  thefe 
cocoa-trees  is  a  good  deal  of  wet  fwampy  ground,  , which  is  well 
laid  out  in  plantations  of  taro  and  fugar-cane. 


I  had  laid  my  account  in  feeing  their  method  of  manufacturing 
cloth  3  but  here  I  was  miftaken  3  a  number  of  our  people,  prompt¬ 
ed  by  the  fame  curiofity  as  myfelf,  were  got  to  A  Tappa  before  me, 
where  “  Labour  flood  fufpended  as  we  palled.”  The  people  flocked 
eagerly  about  us  3  fome  afking  us  to  repofe  ourfelves  under  the 
fhady  branches  of  trees  planted  about  their  doors  3  others  running 
to  the  trees  for  cocoa-nuts,  and  prefenting  them  to  us  with  every 
mark  of  kindnefs  and  good-nature  3  in  fliort,  every  inhabitant  of 
the  village  was  fully  employed,  either  in  relieving  our  wants,  or 
gratifying  their  curiofity  in  looking  at  us. 

Whilft  a  party  of  us  were  bufied  at  the  door  of  one  of  thefe  kind 

ftrangers,  I  heard  a  rattling  of  ftones,  as  if  thrown  with  violence  3 
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1787.’  and  at  the  fame  moment  all  the  natives  ran  away  from  us  with  pre- 
cipitation.  On  turning  about,  I  faw  Tyheira  coming  towards  us 
it  feems  he  was  afraid  that  the  people  would  be  troublefome  by 
crouding  about  us,  and  on  that  account  he  took  this  method  of 
driving  them  away.  This  was  the  mold  convincing  proof  1  had 
hitherto  feen,  of  the  very  great  power  the  Arees  have  over  the 
common  people.  Any  of  the  dones  thrown  by  Tyheira  were  at 
lead:  fufficient  to  have  lamed  any  one  they  might  happen  to  hit  3 
yet  the  natives  bore  it  with  the  mod  patient  fubmiffion. 

Tyheira  informed  us,  that  by  the  time  we  got  back  to  our  land¬ 
ing-place,  dinner  would  be  ready.  For  this  piece  of  intelligence, 
we  were  obliged  to  him ;  but  he  prefently  lpoiled  all,  by  foliciting 
very  earnedly  for  a  Matano :  however,  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
refufe  him,  fo  he  colledted  fix  or  eight  nails,  which  fatisded  him 
very  well  for  the  prefent. 

The  day  being  very  fultry,  we  walked  leifurely  back,  and  I  re¬ 
turned  by  a  different  path  from  that  I  had  taken,  in  going  to 
A  Tappa.  O11  examining  the  grafs,  which  in  mod:  places  is  higher 
than  the  knee,  I  found  it  not  altogether  of  a  rough  coarfefort,  but 
intermixed  with  various  forts  of  dowers,  together  with  different 
grades,  of  the  meadow  kind  5  fo  that  I  have  no  doubt,  with  proper 
management,  it  would  make  excellent  hay.  By  the  time  I  got  on 
the  beach,  dinner  was  nearly  ready,  and  a  large  houfe,  which  Ab- 
benoue  had  for  flowing  away  his  canoes,  was  appropriated  for  our 
reception. 

During  this  time,  Tyheira  was  budly  employed  in  colledling  our 
people  together,  which  having  done,  he  ordered  dinner  to  be  ferved 
up.  It  would  have  excited  the  laughter  of  a  tavern-cook,  in  no 
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fmall  degree,  had  he  feen  our  dinner  brought  in  ;  and  I  can  a  (lure 
thee,  the  fight  added  greatly  to  my  entertainment. 

There  were  no  lefs  than  four  fervants  concerned  in  this  bull- 
nefs ;  one  brought  in  a  large  calabafh  of  water  ;  another,  a  parcel 
of  cocoa-nuts  ;  a  third,  a  bowl  full  of  fine  baked  taro  ;  and  the  laft, 
ufhered  in  by  Tyheira  himfelf,  brought  the  hog,  laid  very  decently 
on  a  large  circular  wooden  difh.  This  done,  the  laft  man,  who 
appeared  to  be  the  head  cook,  poured  fome  water  over  the  hog, 
and  rubbed  it. with  his  hands,  letting  us  underhand,  that  by  this 
means  he  fhould  make  excellent  gravy.  This  part  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  we  could  well  have  difpenfed  with,  but  it  could  not  be 
avoided,  without  offending  our  hoft ;  and  indeed  our  appetites,  at 
this  time,  were  not  remarkably  delicate ;  for  my  own  part,  I  eat 
an  exceeding  hearty  dinner,  and  I  believe  moft  of  the  party  fol¬ 
lowed  my  example.  All  this  time,  Tyheira’s  attendants  were  ready 
to  open  cocoa-nuts  for  us,  whenever  we  required  to  quench  our 
third:,  and  in  fhort,  paid  every  attention  we  could  have  expected, 
had  we  dined  at  a  guinea  ordinary. 

I  will  take  an  opportunity  of  defcribing  their  method  of  cooking 
hereafter ;  this  I  can  tell  thee,  that  the  hog  was  done  to  a  turn ,  as 
cooks  phrafe  it :  the  taro  much  better  baked  than  we  could  pofli- 
bly  do  it  on  board  3  and  the  whole  repafl,  (if  we  except  the  method 
of  making  gravy)  was  managed  with  a  degree  of  decency  and  clean- 
linefs,  little  to  be  expe<51ed  in  a  place  fo  very  remote  from  civilized 
refinements,  and  where  nature  and  neceffity  alone  have  furnifhed 
the  utenfils  for  preparations  of  this  fort. 

After  dinner  I  was  determined  to  make  an  excurfion  in  a  tlif- 
ferent  part  of  the  country  to  that  where  I  had  been  in  the  morning'; 
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and  the  valley  along  the  river  fide  Teeming  to  promife  the  greateft 
variety  of  any  part  within  my  reach,  I  fixed  on  that  for  my  after¬ 
noon’s  ramble. 

» 

When  I  got  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  one  of  the  natives  was 
paddling  backwards  and  forwards  in  a  fmall  canoe,  feemingly  for 
Eis  amufement :  on  this  it  occurred  to  me,  that  a  cruize  by  water 
would  be  an  agreeable  variety,  and  perhaps  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  part  of  the  countr  y  on  the  oppoiite  fhore,  and  more  efpe- 
■cially,  as  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  diredtly  facing  me,  there  was  a 
high  wooden  pile,  feemingly  of  a  quadrangular  form,  which  I 
wifhed  to  examine.  A  couple  of  nails  engaged  my  new  waterman, 
and  he  took  me  with  pleafure  for  a  paffenger. 

I  could  not  prevail  on  the  man  to  land  me  near  the  place  I  have 
juft  been  fpeaking  of ;  he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  the  pile  I  was 
dehrous  to  fee  was  a  Morai ,  or  place  where  they  buried  their  dead, 
and  that  he  durftnot  go  near  it. 

Being  difappointed  in  my  expert ation  of  examining  this  burying 
place,  I  directed  the  man  to  paddle  leifurely  up  the  river,  that  I 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  furrounding  profpe6ts 
which  prefented  themfelves  to  me,  though  thefe  are  very  confined, 
the  valley  being  not  more  than  a  mile  over,  in  its  wideft  part,  and 
narrowdng  gradually  as  you  advance  higher  up. 

The  river  is  not  one  hundred  yards  over,  in  the  wideft  part,  but 
in  many  places  much  narrower  ;  it  glides  along  in  a  fmooth  pel¬ 
lucid  ftream,  fcarcely  perceptible,  though  this,  I  fliould  imagine, 
is  not  the  cafe  in  rainy  weather,  as  the  Eaftern  fhore  is  fteep  and 
rocky. 
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Thefc  rocks  feem  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  covered  with  a  thin 
ft  rata  of  the  light  red  earth  I  have  before  fpoke  of,  and  which,  I 
doubt  not,  is  wafhed  into  the  river  beneath  by  every  hafty  fhower 
of  rain ;  lo  that  the  water  of  this  river  is  frequently  muddy,  and 
its  ftream  rapid  ;  how  far  it  branches  out  into  the  ifland,  I  cannot 
fay,  but  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the  appearance  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  that  its  fource  is  derived  nearly  from  the  center  of  the  ifland. 

After  we  had  proceeded  about  half  a  mile  up  the  river,  my  man 
jumped  haftfly  out  of  the  canoe,  without  giving  me  the  leaft  notice, 
by  which  means  it  was  near  being  upfet.  I  was  not  alarmed  at  this 
circumftance,  as  the  water  was  not  out  of  my  depth ;  but  I  was 
rather  furprifed  to  hear  Bcrre ,  Berre ,  called  aloud,  by  a  voice  which 
I  had  fome  knowledge  of :  on  looking  round,  I  faw  one  of  the  natives 
making  haftily  towards  us,  through  the  water,  and  the  fame  mo¬ 
ment  recognized  the  man  I  engaged  to  attend  me  in  the  morning. 

I  had  milled  him  during  dinner  time,  and  not  feeing  him  after¬ 
wards,  concluded  he  had  left  me ;  but  it  feems  the  Matano  I  had 
promifed  him,  operated  fo  powerfully,  that  he  had  watched  my 
motions  the  whole  afternoon,  and  now  took  an  opportunity  to 
remind  me  of  his  diligence  in  attending  me,  and  his  concern  for 
my  welfare  whilft  on  the  water. 

My  waterman  (if  I  may  fo  call  the  man  who  belonged  to  the 
canoe)  now  got  into  her,  and  we  proceeded  up  the  river  ;  he  jump¬ 
ed  out  only  to  bale  the  water,  which,  being  leaky,  fhe  made  pretty 
fall.  By  the  time  we  had  cruized  about  two  miles  up  the  river, 
the  afternoon  was  pretty  far  fpent  5  this  made  me  think  of  return¬ 
ing,  efpecially  as  the  valley  which  lies  to  the  Weft  of  the  river, 
and  through  v^hich  I  mull  pals  in  my  way  to  the  beach,  feemed  to 
promife  a  good  deal  of  variety. 
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*787-  The  land  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  river  is  here  much  eafier  of 
JL—-V-W  accefs,  than  down  at  the  Morai ;  fo  that  I  might  have  taken  a  walk 
into  that  part  of  the  country,  had  time  permitted.  This,  however, 
not  being  the- cafe,  I  was  obliged  not  only  to  relinquifli  that,  but 
alfo  my  original  intention,  of  tracing  the  river  to  its  fource,  though 
from  what  I  could  difcern,  the  paffage  is  not  fufficiently  level  for 
canoes  much  farther  up  the  country  than  where  I  was  at  prefent, 
and  which  may  be  called  about  two  miles  from  the  fea-fide. 

Having  difmifTed  the  canoe,  I  went  towards  a  ftraggling  village, 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  river  5  here  I  met  feveral  of  our  people, 
who  had  walked  up  the  valley  amongft  the  plantations. 

Some  of  them  had  been  a  confiderable  diftance  farther  up,  but 
none  fo  far  as  the  river  head  j  they  confirmed  me,  however,  in  my 

conjecture,  that  it  was  not  navigable  for  canoes  more  than  half  a 
mile  higher  up. 

We  learnt  that  this  village  was  the  place  of  Abbenoue’s  refi- 
dence,  and  were  fhewn  feveral  houfes  which  belonged  to  him  ;  but 
that  ne  had  not  been  on  fboie  fince  the  morning,  having  been  all 
the  day  with  Popote,  or  Captain  Portlock. 

There  are  a  number  of  houfes  fcattered  here  and  there  all  the 
way,  fiom  this  village  to  the  beach  ;  and  as  we  walked  leifurely 
along,  the  inhabitants  were  continually  prefling  us  to  ftop  a  while, 
and  x  epofe  ouifelves  under  the  trees,  which  generally  grow  about 
men  habitations.  It  was  evident  that  this  was  not  done  merely  to 
gratify  a  wild  impatient  curiofity,  but  proceeded  from  a  kindnefs 
and  good-natured  hofpitality,  which  did  them  infinite  credit.  A 
heart-felt  joy  was  vifibly  feen  in  the  countenance  of  any  one  whofe 
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houfe  we  happened  to  flop  at,  and  the  whole  family  would  croud  1787. 
about  us,  bringing  cocoa-nuts  to  quench  our  thirft,  fanning  fuch  |_c^uat^, 
of  us  as  feemed  fatigued  with  walking,  and  in  fhort,  feduloufly  en¬ 
deavouring  to  render  us  every  kind  office  in  their  power. 

The  valley  all  the  way  we  walked  along  to  the  beach,  is  entirely 
planted  with  taro  and  thefe  plantations  are  laid  out  with  a  great 
deal  of  judgment. 

I 

The  ground  is  very  low,  and  the  taro  grounds  are  entirely  cover¬ 
ed  with  water,  and  furrounded  with  trenches,  fo  that  they  can 
either  be  drained,  or  frefh  watered,  from  the  river  at  pleafure. 

They  are  laid  out  in  a  variety  of  forms,  according  to  the  fancy  of 
the  different  owners,  whofe  various  fhares  are  marked  with  the 
mofl  fcrupulous  exa&nefs  :  thefe  are  interfered  at  convenient  dis¬ 
tances  by  raifed  foot-paths,  about  two  feet  wide.  I  fliould  obferve, 
that  thefe  plantations  range  entirely  along  the  river-fide,  and  the 
houfes  I  have  been  fpeaking  of  are  fituated  to  the  Weffward  of 
the  extreme  path.  The  trees,  which  are  pretty  numerous  about 
the  houfes,  are  generally  the  cloth  mulberry. 

The  houfes,  and  whatever  elfe  I  faw  worthy  of  notice,  fliall  be 
the  fubjecl  of  a  future  letter  j  at  prefent  I  fhall  clofe  the  fubje£t? 
by  obferving,  that  whether  we  regard  the  found  judgment  and  (I 
had  almofl  laid  fcientilic)  fkill  with  which  thefe  grounds  are  laid 
out,  or  the  clofe  attention  and  unremitting  diligence  fliewn  in  their 
cultivation,  in  either  of  thefe  points  of  view,  they  would  refle£t 
credit  even  on  a  Britijh  hufbandman. 

By  the  time  we  got  to  the  beach,  the  day  was  far  fpent ;  our 
boat  was  already  come  for  us,  and  lay  at  anchor  much  in  the  fame 
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Situation  as  in  the  morning.  Great  numbers  of  the  natives  were 
collected  together  on  the  beach ;  many  to  take  their  leave  of  us, 
and  others  were,  very  importunate  for  a  Matano,  amongft  whom 
was  the  man  I  engaged  to  attend  me  in  the  morning:  he  got  two 
nails  from  me,  with  which  he  was  perfectly  fatisfied,  a  poor  reward, 
thou  wilt  fay,  for  a  long,  wearifome  day’s  attendance  !  However,  it 
ferved  to  remind  me  of  thofe  good  old  Englifh  times,  when  the 
diligent  labourer  had  the  alternative  of  a  penny,  or  a  peck  of  wheat 
for  his  day’s  hire. 

Abbenoue’s  people  attended  with  their  canoes,  to  paddle  us 
through  the  furf  to  our  boat,  as  in  the  morning,  and  we  got  fafe 
on  board  foon  after  fun-fet. 

_  TIie  pleafure  I  experienced  during  this  day’s  excurfion,  is  infi¬ 
nitely  fuperior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  ever  met  with ;  and  if 
this  imperfedt  account  gives  thee  the  leaf!  fatisfaftion,  it  will  Hill 
heighten  that  of  thy  allured  friend, 

W.  B. 

Atoui,  } 
nth  Feb.  5 
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HAVING  given  thee  an  account  of  my  excurfion  at  Atoui, 
I  fhall  now  return  to  our  tranfadtions  on  board. 

Towards  the  8th  of  February,  the  weather  grew  clofe  and  fultry, 
attended  with  a  good  deal  of  lightning.  In  the  night  of  the  9th,  a 
frefh  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  Southward ;  and  at  five  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  we  parted  our  fmall  bower  cable  twenty-one 
fathom  from  the  anchor. 

We  ftill  had  a  ftrong  Southerly  breeze,  and  an  increafing  fwell, 
fo  that  any  efforts  to  recover  our  anchor  would  have  been  ineffec¬ 
tual  ;  all  that  we  could  do  at  prefent  was  to  leave  two  or  three 
buoys  as  near  as  we  could  guefs  where  the  anchor  lay,  the  buoy 
which  was  ftreamed  when  we  came  to  anchor  being  funk. 

During  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  10th,  our  fituation  was 
very  difagreeable :  the  weather  was  very  fqually,  with  thunder, 
lightning,  and  heavy  rain,  the  wind  blowing  ftrong  at  South  Well 
and  South  South  Weft;  fo  that  if  neceflity  had  forced  us  to  llip 
our  cable,  there  was  no  probability  of  clearing  the  land. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  1  ith,  the  wind  veered  to  the  Weflward, 
and  grew  more  moderate,  which  lowered  the  fwell  greatly.  Though 
the  fea  ran  very  high,  our  friend  Long-fhanks  came  off  to  us  this 
afternoon,  bringing  fome  taro  along  with  him  j  he  did  not  fail  to 
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magnify  this  piece  of  fervice,  and  was  rewarded  accordingly,  though 
we  were  not  without  roots,  having  luckily  bought  a  large  quantity 
of  taro  before  the  bad  weather  came  on. 

The  weather  being  fo  exceedingly  unpromiling,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  leave  this  place ;  fo  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  1 2th,  Captain  Portlock  making  fignal,  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
made  fail,  ftretching  to  the  Southward  with  a  light  breeze  at 
North  Weft. 

From  the  12th  to  the  15th,  we  kept  plying  towards  Oneehow, 
but  were  prevented  from  making  it,  by  light  variable  winds. 
During  this  time,  we  had  clofe,  fultry,  cloudy  weather. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  i6th,  a  frefh  breeze  fpringing  up  at 
North  Eaft,  we  flood  right  for  Oneehow ;  and  in  the  afternoon, 
came  to  anchor  in  Yam  Bay,  in  twenty-nine  fathom  water,  over  a 
fandy  bottom  5  the  extremes  of  the  bay  bore  from  South  20  deg. 
Eaft  to  North  1 5  deg.  Eaft  ;  the  body  of  Oreehoura  North  40  deg. 
Eaft  5  and  Tahoura  South  30  deg.  Weft,  about  two  miles  diftant 
from  fhore. 

Our  grand  objeft  at  this  place  was  to  recover  the  anchors  which 
Captain  Portlock  left  here;  fo  at  day-break  in  the  morning  of  the 
17t^>  boats  from  both  fhips  were  lent  to  fearch  for  them ; 
toitunately  the  weather  was  moderate,  andthefea  tolerably  fmooth, 
io  that  by  two  o  clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  King  George  had  got 
both  her  anchors  on  board,  which  was  a  moft  lucky  circumftance, 

and  moie  efpecially,  as  the  anchor  we  had  left  at  Atoui  might  almoft 
be  given  over  for  loft. 

(  \ 
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Daring  this  time,  we  were  bufily  employed  on  board,  in  pur- 
chafing  yams  and  water  from  the  natives,  who  had  attended  us 
pretty  numeroufiy,  and  brought  a  good  quantity  of  yams,  which 
proved  a  very  feafonable  fupply,  molt  of  our  roots  being  expended. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  fhifting  to  the 
Southward,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  ftretched  towards  the  North 
Weft,  intending,  fhould  Southerly  winds  continue,  to  make  Atoui, 
through  the  pafiage  by  Oreehoura,  and  try  to  recover  our  anchor  j 
but  we  now  had  frefh  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  wind  near  thefe 
iflands  is  always  variable;  for  from  the  17th  to  the  23d,  we  had 
light  variable  winds,  frequent  calms  intervening,  fo  that  we  kept 
ftanding  to  the  Northward  and  Eaftward,  making  longer  or  fhorter 
boards,  as  occafion  required.  Atoui  generally  bore  about  South 
South  Eaft,  and  Oneehow,  South  Weft. 

* 

Whilft  we  were  plying  in  this  uncertain  ftate,  we  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  viewing  the  North  Coaft  of  Atoui,  or  that  part  of  the 
ifland  dire&ly  oppofite  Wymoa  Bay.  The  fliore  down  to  the  wa¬ 
ter’s  edge,  is  in  general  mountainous,  and  difficult  of  accefs :  I 
could  not  fee  any  level  ground,  or  the  leaft  fign  of  this  part  of  the 
ifland  being  inhabited,  at  leaft  by  any  confiderable  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  fo  that  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  South  fide  of  the 
ifland  contains  nearly  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants. 

During  the  24th  and  25th,  we  had  moderate  weather,  and  gene¬ 
rally  light  winds ;  a  frefli  breeze  at  Eaft  North  Eaft  fometimes 
intervening. 

In  the  morning  of  the  26th,  we  worked  through  the  pafiage 
between  Oreehoura  and  Atoui.  At  noon,  the  extremes  of  the 
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March.  h  Weft  g  d  ^  SOUtll. 

Iii  the  afternoon,  and  the  whole  of  the  27th,  we  had  frefh  vari-, 
able  breezes ;  but  the  forenoon  of  the  28th,  being  fine,  and  the 
wind  blowing  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  Eaftward,  we  came  to 
anchor  in  Wymoa  Bay,  in  thirty-feven  fathom  water,  overafandy 
bottom. 

Our  motive  for  coming  to  this  place  was  to  fearch  for  our 
anchor,  and  the  whale-boat  was  immediately  hoifted  out  for  that 
purpofe  ;  but  all  our  endeavours  were  ineffectual,  though  we  had 
taken  exa£l  bearings  of  the  place  where  it  was  loft,  and  the  water 
was  tolerably  fmooth :  the  buoys  we  had  left  were  either  drifted 
away,  or  ftolen  by  the  natives. 

The  weather  during  the  3  ft  of  March  was  moderate  and  fine,  fo 
that  we  hoped  to  procure  a  fupply  of  hogs  and  vegetables ;  but  the 
inhabitants  we  found  were  tabooed,  and  nobody  came  near  us 
except  a  few  of  the  inferior  Chiefs,  who  brought  us  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  taro. 

We  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  every  information  we  were  able 
to  procure,  that  the  King  grew  tired  of  us,  and  had  tabooed  the 
people,  in  order  to  prevent  any  refrefhments  being  brought  on 
board  the  veftels,  thinking  from  our  frequent  vifits,  that  we  in¬ 
tended  to  fettle  at  Atoui :  indeed  appearances  might  warrant  a 
fuppofition  of  this  kind.  We  had  repeatedly  anchored  on  their 
coaft;  cruized  backwards  and  forwards,  in  fight  of  their  ifland; 
anchored  there  again ;  and,  in  fhort,  been  long  enough  amongft 

them 
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them  to  encourage  a  fuppofition,  that  we  wifhed  to  fix  our  abode 
at  this  defirable  fpot. 


1787. 

March. 


If  thefe  motives  actually  induced  Tiara  to  taboo  the  inhabitants, 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  did,  it  confirms  what  I  have  already 
faid,  refpedling  his  good  fenfe  and  penetration;  nay,  the  moft 
refined  politician  could  not  take  a  better  method  to  drive  away  any 
unwelcome  intruders,  and  whom  at  the  fame  time  he  could  not 
openly  quarrel  with,  than  by  flawing  them  out — But  to  return  : 

The  wind  on  the  2d  fhifting  to  the  Weftward,  we  weighed  anchor 
at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  flood  out  to  fea  ;  it  was  very 
fortunate  for  us  that  we  did  fo,  for  the  next  day  proved  very 
fqually,  with  heavy  rain ;  the  wind  nearly  South  Weft.  At  noon, 
Atoui  bore  from  North  North  Eaft  to  North  25  deg.  Weft  ;  and 
Oneehow  from  North  60  deg.  Weft  to  80  deg.  Weft ;  about  fix 
leagues  diftant.  The  afternoon  proving  thick  and  foggy,  we  loft 
fight  of  both  iflands. 

The  fame  foggy  weather  continued  during  the  4th  and  5th,  with 
ftrong  W efterly  gales  of  wind,  and  heavy  rain,  attended  with  a 
very  heavy  crofs  fea  :  this  made  us  judge  it  moft  prudent  to  lay  to, 
as  we  were  not  certain  how  the  currents  fet,  and  were  unwilling  to 
Hand  out  far  from  the  land. 


In  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we  faw  Atoui,  which  bore  from 

Weft  to  Weft  South  Weft ;  and  Whahoo,  South  South  Eaft. 

_  .  • 

Towards  the  afternoon,  the  weather  grew  moderate,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  employed  in  getting  in  a  new  jigger  maft,  the  old  one 
being  carried  away  :  fome  iron  work  being  required,  the  armourer 
was  bufily  employed  about  it,  when  a  fudden  roll  of  the  ihip 

S  threw 
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1787.  threw  his  anvil  over-board.  This  was  looked  on  as  a  very  bad 
accident,  as  we  had  few  toes  ready  made,  and  we  knew  they  would 
be  Angularly  ufeful  in  our  future  traffic. 

During  the*  6th  and  7th,  we  had  frefh  Wefterly  breezes.  In  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  Captain  Dixon  went  on  board  the  King 
George,  and  on  his  return,  we  fleered  Eaft  South  Eafl,  our  Cap¬ 
tains  having  determined,  if  the  wind  kept  to  the  Southward  and 
Weft  ward,  to  make  Owhyhee;  but  all  hopes  of  this  fort  quickly 
vaniffied,  for  in  the  forenoon  of  the  8th,  the  wind  veered  to  Eaft 
North  Eaft. 

During  the  9th  and  10  th,  we  plied  to  windward,  expefting  to 
iind  the  wind  ftill  variable  ;  but  it  now  feemed  fet  in  for  a  con- 
flant  fteady  trade,  fo  that  in  the  forenoon  of  the  1  ith,  we  gave  up 
-any  intention  of  making  Owhyhee,  and  ftretched  again  to  the 
South  Well. 

Being  favoured  with  a  brifk,  fteady,  Eafterly  breeze,  early  in  the 
afternoon,  we  were  within  two  miles  of  the  North  Weft  fide  of 
Whahoo.  On  feeing  a  fmall  village  a  little  to  the  Weft  ward,  we 
lay  to  about  three  hours,  expecting  the  inhabitants  would  bring  us 
fomehogs  and  vegetables,  and  more  efpecially,  as  this  was  a  part  of 
the  illand  we  had  not  been  near  before,  but  we  had  only  two  fmall 
eanoes  came  near  us,  and  they  bringing  little  or  nothing,  at  five 
o’clock  we  made  fail,  and  ftood  to  the  Weftward. 

The  extremes  of  Whahoo  now  bore  from  South  50  deg.  Eaft, 
to  South  35  deg.  Weft;  diftant  about  three  leagues.  Excepting 
the  fmall  village  I  have  juft  mentioned,  the  North  fide  of  Whahoo 
appears  to  be  uninhabited  ;  neither  is  there  any  good  fhelter  for  a 

veftel 
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veflel  to  anchor  in  ;  the  fhore  is  generally  fteep  and  mountainous,  1787. 
and  in  that  refpeft  a  good  deal  refembles  the  North  fide  of  AtouL 

At  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1 2th,  we  faw  Atoui,  and 
at  noon,  we  were  within  a  few  miles  of  our  anchoring  birth,  in 
Wymoa  Bay.  The  weather  was  very  fine,  with  a  moderate  Eaft- 
erly  breeze.  We  flood  on  under  an  eafy  fail,  expecting  the  natives 
would  bring  ns  fome  refrefhments,  but  not  a  fingle  canoe  appeared 
in  the  bay :  this  lufKciently  confirmed  our  former  opinion,  that  the 
King  was  determined  to  ftarve  us  from  the  ifland.  At  fix  o’clock, 
the  extremes  of  Atoui  bore  from  North  10  deg.  Weft,  to  North 
56  deg..  Eaft  5  and  the  North  end  of  Oneehow,  from  Well  to 
Well  by  South. 

All  hopes  of  procuring  any  quantity  of  hogs  were  now  given  up, 
and  the  only  thing  we  waited  for,  previous  to  the  profecution  of 
our  Voyage  to  the  Northward,  was  a  fupply  of  yams  from  Onee¬ 
how,  which  entirely  depended  on  our  meeting  with  a  flcady  Eaflerly 
wind. 

During  the  13th,  we  had  light  variable  winds ;  towards  the 
evening,  the  Iky  grew  black  and  lowering  ;  the  air  was  exceeding 
clofe  and  fultry,  and  the  night  was  almofl  one  continued  fiorm  of 
heavy  rain,  attended  with  violent  thunder  and  lightning.  Light 
airs,  and  intervening  calms,  attended  us  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
14th  ;  but  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  frefh  breeze  fprung- 
up  at  Eafl  North  Eaft,  on  which  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  South¬ 
ward  during  the  night,  expecting  at  day-break  to  bear  away  for 
Oneehow  j  but  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1 5th,  the  wind 
fhifting  to  Eaft  South  Eaft,  Captain  Portlock  hauled  his  wind, 
contrary  to  our  expectation,  and  fleered  North  Eaft.  At  noon, 
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the  extremes  of  Atoui  bore  from  North  to  North  3  5  deg.  Weft. 
During  the  day,  we  had  a  fine  breeze  at  South  Eaft,  and  clear  wea¬ 
ther.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  21  deg.  29  min.  North,  and  159 
deg.  Weft  longitude.  At  fix  o’clock,  the  North  Eaft  end  of  Atoui 
bore  North  42  deg.  Weft,  thirteen  leagues  diftant ;  and  the  body 
of  Whahoo  Eaft.  The  breeze  continued  fteady  all  night  3  and  in 
tne  morning  of  the  16th,  being  quite  clear  of  all  the  iflands,  we 
fleered  due  North,  with  a  brifk  Southerly  gale. 

Thus  have  we  left  thefe  ifiands  a  fecond  time,  and  are  now 
Handing  foi  the  American  Coaft,  on  the  pinnacle  of  expectation. 
My  next  fhall  be  an  account  of  our  paftage  thither.  Adieu. 

n  A  W.  B, 

Off  Atoui,  ? 

36th  March.  3 


1787. 

March. 


letter.  XXVIII. 


BEFORE  I  proceed  with  my  account  of  our  paftage  to  the 
North  Weft  Coaft,  let  me  fay  a  few  words  refpecting  our 
departure  from  Oneehow,  at  a  time  when  what  we  had  been  driv¬ 
ing  for  weeks  to  obtain,  was  apparently  within  our  reach. 

As  the  weather  in  the  night  of  the  14th,  and  during  the  1 5th 
of  March,  was  moderate  and  clear,  attended  with  a  favourable 
Eafterly  breeze,  which  would  have  enabled  us  to  come  to  at  Onee¬ 
how 
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how  with  eafej  and  as  a  fupply  of  yams,  which  we  were  morally 
certain  of  procuring  there,  would  have  been  highly  ferviceable,  it 
may  feem  flrange  that  Captain  Portlock  Hiould  Hand  to  the  North¬ 
ward  at  the  moment  when  his  every  wifh  appeared  eafy  to  be  ac- 
complifhed  :  but  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  the  weather  pre¬ 
vious  to  this  time,  had  been  very  unfettled,  and  indeed  we  had  ever 
found  it  fo  at  Oneehow  \  that  fhould  we  not  meet  with  contrary 
winds,  there  was  every  probability  of  our  being  becalmed  under 
the  land,  which  would  be  attended  with  confequences  equally  dif- 
agreeable,  as  it  began  to  be  high  time  for  us  to  fail  to  the  North¬ 
ward,  in  order  to  make  up,  if  poffible,  for  the  deficiencies  of  laft 
feafon  :  however,  be  all  this  as  it  may,  the  event  proved  this  Hep  to 
be  extremely  judicious,  for  the  wind  veering  to  the  Southward,  as 
I  have  already  related,  would  have  rendered  it  impracticable  for  us 
to  lay  at  Oneehow.  To  return  now  to  our  Voyage, 

v  * 

During  the  former  part  of  the  17th,  we  had  a  Hrong  Southerly 
breeze,  with  frequent  Hiowers  of  rain.  In  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
grew  light  and  variable.  The  night  was  fqually,  attended  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  conflant  rain. 

In  the  morning  of  the  18th,  we  had  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  at 
South  South  Eafl,  with  a  heavy  fwell,  and  conHant  rain.  This 
was  the  firH  fair  gale  we  had  met  with  fince  our  leaving  England. 
The  gale  continued  during  the  day  and  greateH  part  of  the  night, 
which  being  very  dark,  we  lay  to,  and  made  fail  at  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  the  weather  being  pretty  moderate.  Our 
latitude  at  noon  was  27  deg.  24  min.  North ;  and  the  longitude 
158  deg.  17  min.  WeH, 
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1787.  From  this  to  the  23d,  we  had  little  variety,  the  wind  frefli  and 
F  variable,  with  cloudy  weather.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the  2 2d, 

was  29  deg.  10  min.  North  ;  and  the  longitude  being  the  mean  of 
feveral  fets  of  lunar  obfervations,  158  deg.  27  min.  Weft. 

1 

On  the  24th  and  25th,  we  had  frequent  fqualls,  attended  with 
rain  5  the  wind  fhifting  from  Eaft  South  Eaft  to  South  South 
Weft ;  the  weather  thick  and  foggy. 

The  26th  was  moderate.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was-  34  deg.  59 
min.  North  5  and  our  longitude  159  deg.  30  min.  Weft.  Con¬ 
ti  aiy  to  our  expectation,  the  fog  cleared  up  on  the  27th,  and  we 
had  clear,  moderate  weather,  with  a  fine  Southerly  breeze,  which 
continued  till  the  29th,  in  the  evening,  when  a  frefli  gale  of  wind 
came  on  from  the  Weftward,  with  frequent  fliowers  of  rain,  and 
thick  foggy  weather.  We  have  conftantly  remarked,  that  South 
Wefterly  winds,  in  thefe  latitudes,  viz.  from  30  to  60  deg.  North, 
never  fail  to  bring  thick  fogs  along  with  them. 

In  the  morning  of  the  31ft,  the  weather  grew  moderate.  Our 
latitude  at  noon  was  39  deg.  23  min.  North  j  and  the  longitude 
J54  deg.  23  min.  Weft.  During  the  afternoon,  we  had  light 
variable  airs,  and  cloudy  weather.  Towards  the  evening  we  faw 
feveral  puffins,  and  a  young  feal  came  along-fide,  which  clearly 
indicated,  that  land  could  not  be  far  off :  indeed  when  we  failed 
laft  to  the  Northward,  and  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation,  we  were 
convinced,  from  fimilar  circumftances,  that  there  muff  be  land  not 
many  leagues  from  us  ;  but  it  was  our  misfortune,  both  at  that 
time,  and  the  prefent,  to  have  fuch  thick,  foggy  weather,  that  had 
we  lailed  within  ten  miles  of  high  land,  we  fhould  have  paffed  it 
unfeeri.  -  2 
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Fiom  the  ift  to  the  4th  of  April,  we  had  little  variety  •  the  wind  1787. 
generally  blew  frefli  from  South  South  Eaft  to  South  Weft  •  the  April* 
weather  wet  and  hazy.  Our  latitude  at  noon,  on  the  3d,  was  44 
deg.  4  min.  North;  and  the  longitude  151  deg.  59  min.  Weft. 

The  nights  being  very  dark,  we  generally  lay  to,  and  made  fail  in 
the  morning  at  day- break. 

On  the  7th,  at  noon,  our  latitude  was  47  deg.  21  min.  North  ; 
and  the  longitude  14S  deg.  39  min.  Weft;  we  faw  feveral  gulls, 
divers,  and  various  other  fpecies  of  birds  ;  fea-weeds  alfo  frequently 
palled  us. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  we  had  a  fea-lion  playing  about 
the  veflel.  From  the  5th  to  the  9th,  the  wind  was  light,  and  chiefly 
to  the  Northward  ;  but  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  at  fliifted 
to  South  W'eft,  with  moderate  weather,  fqualls  of  hail  and  fleet 
fometimes  intervening.  Our  latitude  at  noon,  on  the  12th,  was  52 
-deg.  46  min.  North  ;  and  the  longitude,  being  the  mean  of  fome 
lunar  obfervations,  145  deg.  43  min.  Weft. 

From  this  to  the  1 6th,  we  had  little  variety  ;  frefli  variable  winds 
and  frequent  fqualls  of  fnow  and  fleet  intervening.  We  here  found 
the  variation  of  the  compals  19  deg.  Eafterly.  The  weather  was 
feverely  cold,,  the  thermometer  on  the  16th  being  at  25  deg.  which 
is  two  and  half  lower  than  it  ever  was  during  Captain  Cook’s  laft 
Voyage,  though  he  failed  as  far  as  72  deg.  North  latitude. 

On  the  1 6th,  at  noon,  our  latitude  was  58  deg.  9  min.  North; 
and  the  longitude  149  deg.  23  min.  Weft.  From  this  to  the  1 8th, 
the  weather  was_fo  thick  and  hazy,  that  we  were  not  able  to  get 
an  obfervation ;  and  as  it  was  impoftible  to  fee  land  at  any  dif- 
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tance,  we  plied  occafionally,  it  being  uncertain  how  far  we  were 
from  the  American  Coaft. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  1 8th,  we  had  a  hidden  fquall  from  the 
Weftward  ;  but  our  fails  being  handed  in  time,  we  did  not  receive 
the  leaf!  damage.  The  wind  blew  a  frefh  gale  the  greateft  part  of 
the  night  ;  but  in  the  forenoon  of  the  19th,  it  moderated,  and  the 
weather  grew  clear  enough  for  us  to  get  a  meridian  altitude,  which 
gave  57  deg.  41  min.  North  latitude. 

From  the  20th  to  the  2 ad,  we  had  thick  hazy  weather,  with 
frequent  fqualls,  and  almoft  conftant  fnow  and  fleet,  the  wind 
generally  blowing  frefh  at  South  Eaft,  and  South  South  Eaft. 
Our  latitude,  by  account  at  noon  on  the  22d,  was  59  deg.  1  min. 
North.  This  made  us  ply  with  caution,  as  we  were  certain  the 
coaft  could  not  be  far  off ;  and  the  weather  was  fo  very  hazy,  that 
■we  could  not  fee  land  a  league  from  the  veffel. 

In  the  morning  of  the  23d,  the  weather  grew  tolerably  clear. 
Our  latitude  at  noon  was  59  deg.  9  min.  and  the  longitude  147  deg. 
55  min.  Weft,  being  the  mean  of  two  fets  of  lunar  obfervations. 
At  one  o'clock  we  faw  land,  bearing  from  North  Eaft  by  North  to 
Weft,  ten  leagues  diftant.  At  feven  in  the  evening,  we  perceived 
the  land  to  the  Weftward  to  be  Foot  Eland,  and  that  to  the  Eaft- 
ward,  Montague  Ifland  ;  fo  that  we  were  ftanding  well  for  the 
paffage  into  Prince  William’s  Sound,  which  we  in  vain  attempted  to 
make,  when  laft  on  this  coaft.  At  fun-fet,  the  entrance  bore 
North  14  deg.  Eaft;  and  the  South  Eaft  part  of  Montague  Ifland 
North  32  deg.  Eaft,  about  five  leagues  diftant.  The  wind  being 
light  and  variable,  we  ftretched  to  the  Eaftward  during  the  night ; 
and  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  a  moderate  breeze  fpringing  up 
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from  the  Weft  ward,  we  fet  all  fail,  and  Rood  right  in  for  the  paf- 
iage.  At  noon  we  were  right  in  the  entrance  of  the  channel. 
Our  obfervation  gave  59  deg.  47  min.  North-  latitude;  and  the 
longitude  was  147  deg.  52  min.  Weft. 
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This  place  is  laid  down  in  Captain  Cook’s  general  chart,  in  59 
deg.  36  min.  North  latitude,  which  is  eleven  miles  to  the  South¬ 
ward  of  our  obfervation,  on  which  account,  our  gentlemen  were 
particularly  correct  in  taking  their  altitudes,  and  being  favoured 
with  a  remarkably  clear  horizon,  were  able  to  determine  the  lati¬ 
tude  to  a  certainty.  This  convinced  Captain  Dixon  of  the  error 
in  the  chart  above-mentioned,  and  evidently  fhewed,  that  the  lati¬ 
tude  had  been  fettled  by  angles  carried  on  from  the  fun’s  meridian 
altitude  at  a  diftance. 


The  land  in  this  fituation  bore  from  North  34  deg.  Weft  to 
North  by  Eaft ;  Green  Iflands  North  ;  diftant  from  the  South  Eaft 
point  of  Montague  Illand  two  miles.  The  breeze  dying  away,  in 
the  afternoon,  and  there  being  no  probability  of  our  reaching  the 
Sound,  we  ftood  into  a  deep  bay,  which  now  opened  to  the  Eaft- 
ward,  and  let  go  an  anchor  about  five  o’clock,  in  twenty-four  fathom 
water,  over  a  muddy  bottom;  the  extremes  of  the  land  bearing 
from  North  Weft  to  South  Weft. 


Once  mo.'-e  are  we  arrived  at  the  bufy  fcene  of  adlion  ;  and  here 
I  will  take  my  leave  of  thee  for  the  prefent,  with  a  fincere  wifli, 
that  we  may  not  verify  the  old  adage,  “  The  mountains  labour,” 
&c.  Thine  ever. 


Montague  Island, 
25th  April. 


W.  B. 


T 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

I  LEFT  thee  at  the  conclufion  of  my  laft,  immediately  on  our 
coming  to  anchor,  and  I  doubt  not  by  this  time,  thou  art  impa¬ 
tient  to  be  acquainted  with  our  proceedings.  As  I  know  nothing 
more  difagreeable  than  a  ftate  of  fufpence,  I  will  immediately  en- 
v  deavour  to  relieve  thee  from  it,  in  the  beft  manner  I  can. 

It  feems,  Captain  Portlock’s  motive  for  coming  to  anchor,  as 
already  mentioned,  was  a  fight  of  two  canoes,  at  fome  diftance  up 
the  bay,  which  gave  him  reafon  to  expeft  meeting  with  inhabitants, 
and  confequently  that  fome  bufmefs  might  be  done •  a  thing  we 
were  moft  particularly  anxious  about,  as  this,  our  laft  feafon,  was 
already  flipping  away. 

In  the  evening  of  the  24th,  five  canoes  came  along-fide  us,  but 
brought  no  furs,  or  traffic  of  any  kind.  They  faluted  us  by  ex¬ 
tending  their  arms,  and  a  frequent  repetition  of  the  word  Lauleigh , 
generally  laying  a  great  emphafis  on  the  latter  fyllable.  This  we 
underftood  as  a  friendly  falutation,  and  returned  it  by  fimilar  ges¬ 
ticulations,  and  a  repetition  of  the  word  Lauleigh .  On  our  en¬ 
quiry  for  Notoonejhuck ,  which  is  the  name  they  ufe  for  fea  otter’s 
Ikin,  they  immediately  pointed  towards  Prince  William’s  Sound, 
repeating  the  words  “  Nootka  Notoonejhuck ,”  plenty,  very  frequently, 
and  in  the  moft  earned:  manner.  Some  dogs  we  had  on  board, 
hearing  ftrangers  about  the  fhip,  ran  upon  the  gun-wale,  and 
began  to  bark  at  them,  on  which  the  Indians  direbtly  called  out, 
f<  Towzer,  Towzer,  here,  here,”  whiftling  at  the  fame  time,  after 
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the  manner  ufed  to  coax  dogs  in  England.  We  were  pretty  much 
puzzled  to  account  for  thefe  circumftances,  though  it  appeared 
veiy  evideiu,  fiom  thefe  people  fpeaking  Englifh,  and  having  fome 
idea  of  our  manners,  that  an  Englifh  veil'd  either  lay  in  the  found 
at  the  prefent  moment,  or  had  been  there  very  recently ;  but  none 
of  us  could  guefs  at  the  meaning  of  Ncotka ,  though  they  repeated 
that  word  much  oftener  than  any  of  the  reft. 

Thefe  canoes  were  covered  with  fkins,  the  fame  as  we  had  feen 
laft  feafon  in  Cook’s  River :  three  of  them  were  built  for  two  men 
each,  and  the  two  others  held  only  a  fingle  perfon. 

The  ears  of  thefe  Indians  were  ornamented  with  plenty  of  fmall 
blue  beads,  but  thefe,  we  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  were  procured 
from  the  Ruffians,  as  fome  knives  and  iron  weapons  which  they 
Hie  wed  us,  were  evidently  of  Ruffian  manufacture. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  our  boats  were  fent  on  fhore 
foi  wood  and  water,  both  which  were  very  eafily  procured.  In  the 
mean  time,  our  Captains  went  all  round  the  bay,  and  examined 
every  adjacent  creek  and  inlet,  but  found  no  inhabitants,  nor  any 
traces  of  recent  habitations  in  this  part,  which  made  us  conclude, 
that  our  vifitors  were  only  a  hunting  party  from  Prince  William’s 
Sound  j  however,  we  made  them  fome  trifling  prefents,  hoping, 
that  it  might  induce  them  not  only  to  bring  us  furs,  but  alfo  en¬ 
courage  their  neighbours  to  follow  their  example :  they  feemed 
perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  trifles  we  gave  them,  and  told  us,  that 
they  would  return  foon  and  bring  NotooneJhucky  plenty. 

We  waited  till  the  28th,  with  the  greateft  anxiety,  in  hopes  that 
the  Indians  w'ould  return  to  trade  witli  us  but  in  this  we  were 
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difappointed,  fo  that  it  was  determined  to  leave  this  bay  the  fir  ft 
fair  wind. 


At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  a  breeze  fpringing 
up  at  South  Weft,  we  unmoored,  and  ftood  out  of  the  bay,  but  had 
fcarcely  reached  the  channel,  which  leads  up  into  the  found,  when 
we  were  becalmed,  and  the  tide  being  againft  us,  we  were  obliged 
to  get  the  boats  a-head,  in  order  to  tow  the  veflels  in  again,  taking 
care,  however,  to  come  to  as  near  mid-channel  as  was  confiftent, 
with  our  fafety.  At  ten  o’clock  we  let  go  an  anchor,  in  twenty- 
three  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom,  the  extremes  of  the 
bay  bearing  from  North  40  deg.  Weft  to  South  39  degr  Weft,  a 
mile  diftant  from  fliore. 


The  weather  during  the  30th,  was  moderate,  the  wind  light  and 
variable ;  no  Indians  came  near  us,  fo  that  what  faint  hopes  we 
had  hitherto  entertained  of  their  return,  now  entirely  vanifhed. 


This  bay  abounds  with  wild  geefe  and  ducks,  but  they  were  fo 
very  lhy,  that  we  could  rarely  come  within  mufquet  fhot  of  them. 
There  are  alfo  great  numbers  of  gulls ;  fome  eagles  of  the  white- 
headed  fpecies,  and  great  plenty  of  fmaller  birds,  of  various  kinds, 
fuch  as  fand-pipers,  fnipes,  plovers,  &c.  &c\ 

Our  hooks  and  lines  were  generally  over-board,  but  the  only 
kind  of  fifh  we  caught  was  a  fort  greatly  refembling  a  flounder, 
and  called  by  the  failors  fand-dabs.  The  other  marine  produc¬ 
tions  found  here,  are  mufcles,  cockles,  clams,  crabs,  and  ftar-fifh. 
I  lhould  not  omit,  that  one  of  our  people,  in  fifhing  with  hook 
and  line,  caught  a  very  remarkable  fubjecft,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  a 
fpecies  of  polypus :  it  fcemed  to  be  both  of  an  animal  and  vege¬ 
table 
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table  fubftance,  and  adhered  to  a  fmall  fwitch  about  three  feet  1787. 
long. 

The  wind  ftiU  continuing  light  and  variable,  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  1  ft  of  May,  both  our  Captains  went  in  the  whale-boats, 
on  a  furvey,  and  Captain  Portlock  left  orders  with  Mr.  Macleod  to 
weigh  anchor  during  his  abfence,  if  the  wind  proved  favourable. 

A  number  of  the  people  from  both  veffels  had  liberty  given  to 
recreate  themfelves  on  fhore ;  but  a  breeze  coming  on  at  South 
Weft,  at  eleven  o’clock  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  people  to  come 
on  board.  At  two  o’clock  we  unmoored,  and  made  fail,  ftanding 
up  the  channel  towards  Prince  William’s  Sound.  At  fix  o’clock, 
being  clofe  in  fhore,  and  the  wind  leftening,  we  came  to  anchor  in 
a  bay  to  the  Eaftward,  in  twenty-one  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy 
bottom.  At  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening,  our  Captains  returned; 
they  had  met  with  no  furs,  and  feen  but  very  few  Indians,  and 
thofe  at  a  coniiderable  diftance  from  the  place  where  we  lay. 

*  *  r 

During  the  night  we  had  light  variable  airs  ;  but  at  ten  in  the 
morning  of  the  2d,  a  breeze  coming  on  at  South  Weft,  w^e  weighed 
and  made  fail,  ftanding  for  the  channel,  betwixt  the  Green  and 
Montague  Iflands,  By  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Green 
Illands  were  on  our  larboard  beam.  This  paffage  is  dangerous  in 
the  night,  or  in  bad  weather,  the  channel  not  being  a  mile  in  the 
broadeft  part  free  from  funken  rocks.  In  this  fituation  we  had 
foundings  from  twenty-five  to  fix  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bot¬ 
tom.  Our  breeze  dying  away,  at  feven  o’clock  we  let  go  an  anchor, 
in  thirteen  fathom  water ;  but  finding  we  were  fituated  very  near 
a  funk  rock,  we  hove  it  up  again,  and  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up, 
we  w^ere  enabled  to  get  into  a  bay  in  Montague  Ifland.  At  nine 
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\vfav.  °’clock  we  again  came  to,  in  thirteen  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy 
— v - -  bottom,  mooring  the  fhip  with  the  hedge  and  ftream  cable. 

/ 

During  the  greateft  part  of  the  3d,  the  weather  was  moderate; 
but  in  the  night,  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind  came  on,  at  North  Weft, 
which  making  the  veffel  ride  very  heavy,  and  labour  much,  we  un¬ 
moored  fhip  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  began  to 
vvaip  towaids  the  head  of  the  bay.  In  the  afternoon  we  came  to 
with  the  beft  bower,  in  eight  fathom  water,  and  moored  the  veffel  * 
with  the  ftream  cable,  to  a  tree  on  fhore. 

It  was  the  intention  of  our  Captains,  the  firft  fecure  harbour  we 
came  into,  to  haul  the  veffels  on  fhore,  in  order  that  their  bottoms 
might  be  thoroughly  fcrubbed,  and  a  frefh  coat  laid  on.  This 
place  being  peculiarly  fit  for  the  purpofe,  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  5th,  the  King  George  was  hauled  on  fhore,  and  the  people  im¬ 
mediately  fet  to  work  in  fcrubbing  and  cleaning  her  bottom ;  the 
carpenters  were  employed  in  repairing  the  damaged  fheathing. 
Mean  while,  it  not  being  prudent  for  both  veffels  to  be  on  fhore  at 
the  fame  time,  oui  people  were  bufily  employed  ;  fome  in  clearing 
the  hold,  and  over-hauling  the  provifions ;  others  were  lent  on 
fhore  to  fill  water ;  and  the  coopers  were  employed  in  repairing 
fome  butts,  and  other  calks  that  were  faulty. 

Whilft  all  this  bufmefs  was  going  forward,  with  every  exertion 
In  our  power,  in  order  that  nothing  might  be  left  unattempted,  nor 
any  opportunity  loft  that  we  could  poffibly  lay  hold  of,  towards 
facilitating  our  grand  objeft,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  Cap¬ 
tain  Dixon  took  our  whale  boat,  together  with  the  King  George’s 
long  boat  and  whale  boat,  all  well  manned  and  armed,  in  order  to 
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trade  in  the  adjacent  found,  or  wherever  he  judged  it  likely  to ‘meet 
with  inhabitants. 

On  the  6th,  our  cooper  was  employed  in  making  fpruce  beer  : 
as  we  expe&ed  to  have  frequent  opportunities  of  Supplying  our- 
felves  with  this  wholefome  beverage  on  the  American  Coaft,  we 
brought  out  a  quantity  of  yeaft  in  bottles,  prepared  by  a  Mrs. 
Stainfby,  of  London  ;  and  it  would  be  doing  her  inj office  not  to 
fay,  that  the  yeaft  was  now  found  to  anfwer  our  rnoft  fanguine 
expectations,  in  working  the  fpruce,  being  equally  good  as  when 
firft  brought  from  England.  The  people  were  bufied  in  bringing 
water  from  fhore,  and  flowing  it  away  in  the  hold,  which,  by  this, 
time,  was  compleatly  over-hauled. 

$ 

On  the  7th,  the  King  George’s  bottom  being  nearly  compleated, 
we  ftruck  our  top-mafts,  and  got  every  thing  clear  for  hauling  our 
veffel  on  fhore. 

The  tide  ferving  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we 
hauled  on  the  graving  bank.  At  eight  o’clock  we  began  to  fcrape 
her,  and  having  cleaned  one  fide,  we  breamed  her,  paying  her  after¬ 
wards  with  a  compofition  of  oil,  tar,  flufli,  and  chalk,  this  being 
the  beft  coat  we  had  in  our  power  to  lay  on.  At  five  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  being  nearly  high  water,  we  fwung  her,  in  order  to  clean  the 
other  fide  :  we  fcraped  it  on  the  9th,  but  the  weather  proving  wet 
and  unfavourable,  fhe  could  not  be  compleated  3  fo  that  what 
hands  could  be  fpared,  were  lent  on  fhore  to  cut  wood. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  10th,  Captain  Dixon  returned  with 
the  boats.  As  this  excurfion  was  attended  with  feveral  interefting 
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17S7.  circumftances,  I  fhall  give  thee  an  account  of  it  in  the  Captain's 
own  words,  as  copied  from  his  journal : 

tc  This  morning,  the  5th,  I  went  with  the  two  whale  boats,  and 
the  King  George’s  long  boat,  in  order  to  fearch  for  Indians,  and> 
if  poflible,  to  pur  chafe  fome  furs.  My  intention  was  to  make 
Hinchinbrooke  Cove  firft,  and  from  thence  proceed  to  Snug  Corner 
Cove,  as  I  knew  they  were  the  mod:  likely  places  to  meet  with  in¬ 
habitants.  Bad  weather  coming  on,  at  eight  o’clock  I  put  into  a 
co\c  in  Montague  Ifland ;  but  towards  nine  o'clock,  the  weather 
clearing  up,  I  proceeded  round  the  North  Eaft  end  of  the  ifland 
into  a  large  bay  :  here  I  found  fome  Indians  on  a  hunting  party, 
who  gave  me  to  underhand,  that  they  belonged  to  Cape  Hinchin¬ 
brooke.  It  being  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  came  to  an  anchor  for 
the  night  in  the  long  boat,  and  made  the  whale-boats  faff,  one  on 
each  fide. 

As  the  Indians  did  not  leave  us  when  night  came  on,  I  ordered 
fix  hands  to  keep  watch,  and  the  remainder  to  have  their  arms 
ready,  fo  that  I  might  call  them  at  a  moment’s  notice.  The  Indi¬ 
ans  fculked  about  us  till  near  two  o’clock,  waiting,  no  doubt,  for 
an  opportunity  to  cut  the  boats  off,  but  finding  us  attentive  to  all 
their  motions,  they  then  left  us. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I  weighed,  and 
flood  over  for  Cape  Hinchinbrooke,  where  T  came  to  anchor  at  half 
paff  ten.  At  this  place  1  found  feveral  Indians,  and  purchafed  a 
few  lea  otter  firms.  The  Indians  frequently  pointed  towards  Snug 
Corner  Cove,  and  endeavoured  to  make  me  underftand,  that  a  vef- 
fel  lay  at  anchor  there.  Though  this  circumftance  flrongly  excit¬ 
ed  my  curiofity,  and  made  me  particularly  anxious  to  knew  whe¬ 
ther 
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ther  this  piece  of  intelligence  was  true,  yet  the  day  being  by  this  1787. 

time  far  fpent,  I  determined  to  keep  my  prefent  fituation  during  May*  , 

the  night,  as  the  weather  was  very  unpromifingj  fo  that  our 
Handing  for  Snug  Corner  Cove,  under  fuch  circumftances,  would 
be  attended  with  fome  degree  of  danger  and  difficulty. 

<c  A  ftridt  and  vigilant  look-out  was  more  neceffiary  this  night, 
if  poffible,  than  we  had  found  it  the  preceding  one.  The  Indians 
whom  I  had  traded  with  for  furs,  during  the  afternoon,  were  a 
different  tribe  from  that  I  met  with  in  the  bay  at  the  North  Eafl 
end  of  Montague  Ifland  :  their  behaviour  was  very  daring  and 
infolent,  though  they  did  not  dire&ly  attack  us,  and  they  did  not 
leave  the  boats  till  day-light  the  next  morning.  I  make  no  doubt 
but  that  a  fight  of  the  various  articles  I  had  brought  to  trade  with 
thefe  people,  occafioned  them  to  lurk  about  us  the  whole  night,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  a  booty,  but  finding  themfelves  difappointed, 
they  -paddled  away,  feemingly  much  difcontented. 

It  A* 

“  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  I  fet  off  for  Snug  Corner 
Cove  ;  but  the  wind  during  the  whole  day  being  very  light,  the 
long  boat  made  little  way,  fo  that  the  whale  boats  were  obliged  to 
take  her  in  tow  :  this  retarded  my  paffage  fo  much,  that  I  did  not 
anive  m  the  cove  till  eleven  o  clock  in  the  evening.  Contrary  to 
my  expectation,  I  found  no  veffel  in  the  cove,  neither  did  I  per¬ 
ceive  any  of  the  inhabitants;  notwithflanding  which,  I  ordered  the 
fame  ftridt  watch  to  be  kept  as  before,  well  remembering,  that  the 
Difcovery  was  boarded  by  the  natives  in  this  very  cove,  during 
Captain  Cook’s  laft  Voyage,  in  open  day. 

During  the  night,  none  of  the  inhabitants  came  near  us  •  but 
at  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  two  Indians  came  along- 
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1 7^7*  fide  in  a  canoe,  and  gave  me  to  underfland,  that  there  was  a  fhip  at 
no  great  diflan ce  3  at  the  fame  time  they  offered  to  condudl  me  to 
her  for  a  firing  of  beads.  Glad  to  accept  this  propofal,  I  willingly 
embraced  their  offer,  and  fet  off  with  the  whale-boats,  leaving  the 
long  boat  at  anchor,  as  I  was  afraid  file  would  only  retard  my  pro- 
grefs,  and  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  know,  whether  there  really 
was  a  veffel  in  this  part,  or  that  the  Indians  had  been  amufing  me 
with  a  falfe  report. 

(c  I  had  not  got  far  before  the  weather  grew  very  bad,  and  my 
guides  gave  me  the  flip :  however,  I  continued  the  fearch  along 
fhore  till  twelve  o  clock,  by  which  time  I  had  got  into  the  entrance 
of  a  large  bay,  and  the  weather  growing  very  fqually,  with  heavy 
florms  of  fnow  and  fleet,  I  thought  it  mofl  advifeable  to  return  to 
the  long  boat,  where  I  arrived  about  three  o’clock. 

At  half  pafl  fix  o  clc«ck,  fix  canoes  came  into  the  cove  where 
we  lay,  and  told  me  there  was  a  fhip  not  far  off,  to  which  they 
were  going,  and  offered  to  fhew  me  the  way  :  the  weather  was  then 
very  bad,  but  as  they  were  going  up  the  inlet,  and  not  out  to  fea> 
as  my  guides  had  done  in  the  morning,  I  fet  out  with  them  in  my 
own  whale-boat,  leaving  the  other  whale-boat,  and  the  long  boat* 
in  the  cove. 

At  ten  o  clock  in  the  evening,  we  arrived  in  the  creek  where 
the  veflel  I  fo  much  wifhed  to  fee  lay.  I  found  her  to  be  a  fnow, 
called  the  Nootka,  from  Bengal,  commanded  by  a  Captain  Meares, 
under  Englifh  colours. 

“  I  learnt  from  Captain  Meares,  that  he  had  failed  from  Bengal 
in  March,  1786,  and  that  he  touched  at  Oonalafka  in  Augufl. 
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From  thence  he  proceeded  to  Cook’s  River,  which  he  intended  to  1787. 
make  by  way  of  the  Barren  Illands ;  but  the  weather  at  that  time 
being  thick  and  hazy,  he  got  into  Whitfuntide  Bay,  through  which 
he  found  a  paffage  into  Cook’s  River.  In  this  ftraight  he  met  with 
a  party  of  Ruffian  fettlers,  who  informed  him,  that  the  land  to  the 
Eaftward  of  the  ftraight  is  called  by  them  Codiac,  and  that  they  had 
a  fettlement  there  ;  likewife  that  two  European  veffiels  were  then  at 
anchor  at  Codiac,  and  that  they  had  lately  feen  two  other  fhips  in 
Cook’s  River.  This  intelligence  induced  him  to  fteer  for  Prince 
William’s  Sound,  where  he  arrived  the  latter  end  of  September. 


<c  He  had  wintered  in  the  creek  where  I  now  found  him,  and 
his  veffel  was  ftill  faft  in  the  ice.  The  fcurvy  had  made  fad  havock 
amongft  his  people,  he  having  loft  his  Second  and  Third  Mates, 
the  Surgeon,  Boatfwain,  Carpenter,  Cooper,  Sail-maker,  and  a  great 
number  of  the  foremaft  men,  by  that  dreadful  diforder ;  and  the 
remaining  part  of  his  crew  were  fo  enfeebled  at  one  time,  that 
Captain  Meares  himfelf  was  the  only  perfon  on  board  able  to  walk 
the  deck. 


“  It  gave  him  very  great  pleafure  to  find  two  veffiels  fo  near,  who 
could  affift  him  in  fome  meafure  in  his  diftrefs ;  and  I  had  no  lefs 
fatisfaction  in  affiuring  him,  that  he  fhould  be  furnilhed  with  every 
neceffiary  we  could  poffibly  fpare.  As  Captain  Meares’s  people  were 
now  getting  better,  he  defired  me  not  to  take  the  trouble  of  fend¬ 
ing  any  refreffiments  to  him,  as  he  would  come  on  board  us  very 
fhortiy  in  his  own  boat. 


“  I  left  the  Nootka  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
and  got  to  my  boats  about  eight:  at  ten  o’clock  I  weighed,  and 
flood  down  for  our  fhips,  being  now  convinced,  that  there  was  no 
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proipecT:  of  my  meeting  with  any  furs  of  confequence.  Towards 
noon  it  grew  nearly  calm,  and  the  whale  boats  were  obliged  to  take 
the  long  boat  in  tow. 


Whilft  we  were  proceeding  in  this  manner  acrofs  the  found, 
fome  canoes  joined  us,  and  one  of  the  Indians  had  a  few  fea-otter 
hdns,  which  he  offered  to  fell.  Happening  to  caff  his  eyes  on  a 
frying-pan,  which  my  people  in  the  long  boat  had  to  drefs  their 
_  vi&uals  with,  he  requeued  to  have  it  in  barter ;  accordingly,  it 
was  offered  him,  but  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  take  it  entire,  and 
defied  us  to  break  off  the  handle,  which  he  feemed  to  regard  as  a 

thing  of  ineftimable  value,  and  rejedled  the  bottom  part  with  con¬ 
tempt. 

Towards  fix  o’clock,  the  wind  frefhening,  the  whale  boats 
wei  e  caff  off,  and  foon  afterwards  the  weather  grew  very  rough, 
with  conftant  fnow  and  fleet,  which  occafioned  the  boats  to  fepa- 
rate.  The  night  was  very  fformy,  and  I  did  not  get  on  board  my 
own  veffel  till  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  ioth.  The 
King  George’s  boats  arrived  nearly  about  the  fame  time.” 

About  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  ioth,  Captain 
Meares,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Rofs,  his  Firff  Mate,  came  in  their 
own  boat  on  board  the  King  George,  bringing  feveral  bags  of 

nee  along  with  them,  to  exchange  for  various  refrefhments,  which 
-  they  flood  greatly  in  need  of. 

From  them  we  learnt,  that  the  Fur-trade  on  this  coaff  had  been 
earned  on  from  different  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies  for  fome  years. 


They 
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They  told  us  various  Rories  refpedting  their  fuccefs  in  trade, 
But  on  thefe  much  reliance  was  not  to  be  placed,  as  the  Captain 
and  Mate  feldom  agreed  in  their  accounts  :  at  one  time,  they  had 
purchafed  two  thoufand  fea-otter  Ikins  ;  at  another,  not  more  than 
feven  hundred.  This,  however,  is  pretty  certain,  that  they  had 
procured  a  confiderable  quantity  of  valuable  furs,  and  thefe  chiefly^ 
if  not  altogether,  in  Prince  William’s  Sound. 

It  was  Captain  Meares’s  intention  to  have  compleated  his  Voy¬ 
age  in  twelve  months ;  but  the  froft  fettmg  in  fooner  than  they 
expe&ed,  had  unavoidably  detained  them  in  the  found  during  the 

O 

winter.  The  great  lofs  they  fuftained  by  ficknefs  has  already  been 
related  i  unfortunately  when  the  remaining  part  of  Captain 
Meares’s  crew  were  weak  and  enfeebled  to  the  lall  degree,  they 
were  greatly  diftreffed  for  fuel ;  and  for  fome  time  it  was  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  that  they  got  wood  on  board  for  their  daily  ufe. 

On  our  enquiring  whether  the  fcurvy,  unattended  with  any  other 
complaint,  had  made  fuch  fata’  havock  amongft  the  people  belong-  - 
ing  to  the  Nootka,  we  were  informed,  that  a  free  and  unreftrained 
ufe  of  fpirits  had  been  indifcriminately  allowed  them  during  the 
extreme  cold  weather,  w  hich  they  had  drank  to  fuch  excefs  about 
Chriftmas,  that  numbers  of  them  kept  their  hammocks  for  a  fort¬ 
night  together  ;  add  to  this,  their  liquor  was  of  a  very  pernicious 
kind,  fo  that  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  its  effeffs,  when  drank  to 
fuch  an  extreme,  were  not  lefs  fatal  than  the  fcurvy  itfelf.  Ad¬ 
mitting  this  to  be  the  cafe,  it  fureJy  was  ill-judged  in  Captain 
Meares  to  fufier  fuch  hurtful  exceffes  amongft  his  people  j  and  I 
am  afraid  that  a  fcanty  fupply  of  the  various  antifcorbutics  abfo- 
lutely  necelfary  for  thefe  voyages,  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  check 
this  cruel  diforder,  fo  often  fatal  to  fea-faring  people. 

In 
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In  the  forenoon, of  the  nth,  Captain  Meares  and  Mr.  Rofs  left 
us.  They  were  fupplied  with  what  hour,  fugar,  molaffes,  brandy, 
&c.  we  could  poffibly  fpare ;  and  in  order  to  render  them  every 
affiftance  in  our  power,  Captain  Portlock  fpared  Captain  Meares 
two  feamen,  to  afllft  in  carrying  his  veflel  to  Sandwich  Iflands, 
where  he  propofed  going  as  loon  as  the  weather  permitted. 

W e  now  were  no  longer  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  the  Indians  we 
faw  in  the  firft  bay  meant  by  pointing  towards  Prince  William’s 
Sound,  and  repeating  the  word  Nootka ;  neither  did  we  any  longer 
wonder  at  their  coaxing  our  dogs,  and  fpeaking  Engliih,  as  they 
are  exceedingly  articulate  in  their  pronunciation,  and  one  of  them 
it  feems,  had  been  on  board  the  Nootka  feveral  weeks.  But  to  re¬ 
turn  to  our  bufinefs  on  board. 


Towards  noon  on  the  10th,  the  weather  growing  pretty  mode¬ 
rate,  we  compleated  our  bottom,  and  in  the  afternoon,  hove  to  our 
moorings.  We  were  bufied  on  the  1  ith  in  flowing  the  hold,  and 
getting  in  wood  and  water.  The  armourers  of  both  Chips  had  a 
tent  on  fhore,  and  were  bufily  employed  in  making  toes,  our  anvil 
being  loft  5  we  likewife  got  in  about  a  ton  of  ftones  for  bailaft, 
fwayed  up  our  top-mafts,  and  let  up  the  rigging.  The  1  2O1  was 
taken  up  in  compieating  our  water,  and  getting  every  thing  ready 
for  lea. 


Here  I  ftiall  leave  thee  for  the  prefent.  Happy  ftiall  I  be  to  fend 
thee  a  more  favourable  account  of  our  good  fortune  in«my  next, 
than  I  have  been  hitherto  able  to  do.  Thine  afturedly, 

W.  B. 

Montague  Island,  ? 

May  1 3th.  \ 
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OUR  lad  feafon  on  the  coaft  being  now  advancing  very  fad:,  a 
reparation  was  agreed  on  as  the  mod:  likely  means  of  pro¬ 
moting  our  fuccefs  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  j  accordingly, 
it  was  determined  to  fend  Captain  Portlock’s  long  boat,  under  the 
direction  of  Medrs.  Hayward  and  Hill,  to  trade  in  Cook’s  River. 
The  King  George  was  to  Ray  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  till  the 
boat  s  return,  and  our  vefle)  was  to  fail  for  King  George’s  Sound,  at 
the  fame  time,  keeping  well  in  with  the  coad,  that  no  opportunity 
of  colledling  Furs  might  be  loft:  this  diftribution  of  ourfelves, 
thou  wilt  perhaps  fay,  was  judicious  ;  and  indeed  it  was  high  time 
for  us  to  fhain  every  nerve  -3  for  what  with  finding  ourfelves  anti¬ 
cipated  at  this  place,  and  the  great  probability  of  being  ferved  the 
fame  at  King  George’s  Sound,  our  bed:  projects  were  far  from 
pleading. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  of  May,  Medrs.  Hayward  and  Hill 
fet  out  in  the  long  boat  for  Cook’s  River,  taking  with  them  a  pro¬ 
per  adortment  of  articles  necedary  for  trading  with  the  natives. 
Soon  after  they  were  gone,  two  canoes  came  along-fide  us,  one  of 
them  with  eight  people  in  her,  the  other  three,  but  brought  no¬ 
thing  j  however,  they  promifed  to  come  next  day,  with  plenty  of 
trade,  accompanied  by  their  Chief. 

The  morning  of  the  13th  was  fine  and  clear,  but  the  wind  being 
ligat  and  vaiiable,  and  there  being  a  pojjibility  of  the  Indians  re¬ 
turning. 


turning,  five  of  our  people  were  fent,  with  the  Boatfwain  in  the 
whale  boat,  on  a  fifhing  party,  having  orders  not  to  lofe  fight  of 
the  Ihips,  and  others  had  liberty  to  recreate  themfelves  on  fliore. 

About  one  o’clock,  we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  two  large 
canoes,  and  feveral  fmall  ones,  full  of  Indians,  come  round  the 
North  Eaft  point  of  the  bay.  When  they  came  in  fight  of  the 
veffels,  they  began  to  fmg,  keeping  regular  time  with  the  ftrokes 
of  their  paddles  in  the  water  :  their  finging  feemed  to  be  in  a  great 
meafure  directed  by  the  Chief,  and  the  cadence  was  not  without 
fome  degree  of  harmony. 

When  they  came  along-fide  the  King  George,  they  wereprofufe 
in  their  friendly  falutations ;  at  the  fame  time  their  Chief,  whofe 
name  was  Shanway ,  fhewed  a  letter  for  Captain  Portlock,  which 
came,  he  faid,  from  the  Nootkay  on  which  he  was  admitted  on 
board,  together  with  a  number  of  his  people. 

It  feems  the  hunting  party  we  faw  at  our  firib  coming  in,  on  the 
24th  of  April,  belonged  to  old  Shanway’s  tribe  j  thefe  people  lived 
near  Snug  Corner  Cove,  and  on  their  return  had  acquainted  Cap¬ 
tain  Meares,  that  they  had  feen  two  fhips  at  anchor  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  down  the  channel ;  on  which  he  immediately  wrote  the 
above-mentioned  letter,  without  knowing  whom  particularly  to 
addrefs  it  to,  and  gave  it  to  the  Indians,  wdio  promifed  to  return 
back  to  us  immediately  ;  but  thefe  truffy  meffengers  never  found 
their  way  till  now,  when  the  letter  was  of  no  confequence. 

Captain  Portlock’s  motive  for  admitting  Shanway' s  people  on 
board,  was  from  a  fuppofition  that  fuch  an  indulgence  would  en¬ 
courage  them  to  trade  more  freely  ;  but  to  his  great  mortification, 

2  .  he 
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he  foon  found  that  traffic  did  not  induce  them  to  come  near  him,  1787. 
what  little  trade  they  brought  being  mere  refufe,  and  that  their 
bringing  the  letter  now  was  only  for  an  opportunity  to  get  on 
board,  in  order  to  Ideal  every  thing  which  lay  in  their  way.  1  could 
fee  mold  of  their  tranfadtions  from  our  quarter-deck,  and  muff 
fay,  they  were  managed  with  a  good  deal  of  art.  Shanway,  and 
fome  of  his  attendants  endeavoured  to  apnufe  the  King  George's 
people  with  Tinging  and  dancing,  whiiid  others  travelled  the  decks, 
and  threw  every  thing  which  came  in  their  way  to  their  compa¬ 
nions  in  the  canoes.  Captain  Portlock  was  prefently  aware  of 
his  guefis  thievifh  difpofition ;  but  being  unwilling  to  drive  them 
away  by  force,  he  Rationed  his  people  in  different  parts  of  the  vef- 
fel  to  watch  their  motions  :  notwithfianding  this  precaution,  they 
Hole  a  number  of  articles,  and  got  them  unperceived  into  their 
canoes.  Whenever  they  were  detected  in  a  theft,  they  relinquifii- 
ed  their  booty  with  the  utmoffi  unconcern  ;  but  when  any  thing 
was  once  in  their  poffeffion,  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  reftore  it.  At  firff,  the  only  articles  they  attempted  to 
Real,  were  iron  and  cloaths  ;  but  finding  themfelves  watched,  they 
became  indifcriminate  plunderers,  and  feized  on  every  thing  in  their 
power. 

Having  fatisfied  their  curiofity,  and  found  their  depredations 
put  a  Rop  to,  old  Shanway  and  his  people  left  us  about  five  in  the 
afternoon.  Our  whale-boat,  at  this  time,  lay  at  anchor  about  two 
miles  diffiant  from  the  veffels,  the  people  in  her  bufy  fifhi-ng,  which 
the  Indians  happening  to  fee,  as  they  paddled  out  of  the  bay,  they 
diredtly  made  up  to  them.  This  alarmed  Captain  Portlock,  who 
all  along  had  been  attentive  to  Shan  way’s  motions,  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  manned  his  whale-boat  and  yawl,  and  went  off  to  our  peo 
pie’s  affifiance,  being  apprehenfive  not  only  for  the  boat,  but  that 
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their  lives  would  be  in  danger,  as  the  Indians  were  well  armed  with 
'nives  andfpears  :  our  yawl  was  alfo  difpatched  to  affift,  ifnecef- 
fary;  and  Captain  Dixon,  at  the  fame  moment,  fired  a  fwivel  the 
report  of  which,  we  could  fee,  alarmed  the  Indians,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  paddled  off  with  precipitation. 

When  oui  people  came  on  board,  we  found  our  fears  for  their 
fafety  were  not  groundlefs.  The  Indians  had  attempted  to  fteal 
1  ieir  anchor,  and  had  aftually  taken  feveral  of  their  fifhing-lines  • 
nay,  one  of  them  attempted  to  run  his  fpear  through  a  young  fid-’ 
ow,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  give  up  his  line,  but  was  piientfd  by 
Shanway,  who  fortunately  for  the  people,  was,  it  feems,  of  a  pacific 
difpofition,  and  contented  himfelf  with  plundering  in  quiet. 

Thefe  were  Efficient  cautions  to  us  in  future,  not  to  trull  any 
Indians,  even  to  come  on  board  :  indeed  Captain  Meares  had  in- 

CtT  f  K ;  r3  1P.  fr°m  China  had  a  <irarrel  with  the  inhabi- 

,  .  ‘  .  mg  ®e°‘Se  S  Sound’  111  whlch  Several  of  the  Indians  loft 

1£lr  IVeS ;  and  that. the  natives  afterwards  traded  with  as  much 
unconcern  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

Our  fifhing  party  had  tolerable  fuccefs;  they  caught  a  large 
quantity  of  fand-dabs,  and  a  few  rock-fifh. 

,  Tileib“'dS  3nd  marine  Productions  here  are  much  the  fame  as  in 
me  fit  ft  bay  we  anchored  in  ;  and  it  is  probable  there  may  be  fal- 
mon  faither  on  m  the  feafon,  when  the  heat  of  the  fun,  by  melt- 
jng  the  fnow,  caufes  frefh  water  rivulets ;  but  at  this  timefit  had 
fcarcely  made  any  impreffion  on  that  dreary  element  {  and  the  fur 
tounding  pt'ofpecl  teemed  with  all  the  horrors  of  winter.  The 
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night-tides  flow  here  much  higher  than  in  the  day-time,  though  I 
cannot  fay,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  how  high  they  rife. 

v  ■  *  .  /  ,N  ' 

We  now  waited  witli  an  anxiety  bordering  on  impatience,  for  a 
fair  wind  to  carry  us  from  this  place,  and  a  light  breeze  fpringing 
up  at  South  Eaft,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  we 
weighed  anchor  and  flood  out  of  the  bay.  Towards  noon,  the 
wind  veered  to  South  Weft,  which  was  quite  favourable  for  our 
ftanding  up  the  channel  into  Prince  William’s  Sound.  By  noon, 
we  had  the  North  point  of  Montague  Ifland  in  fight,  bearing 
North  Eart  :  our  obfervation  gave  60  deg.  23  min.  North  latitude^ 
and  we  found  the  variation  of  the  compafs  29  deg.  46  min.  Eaft- 
erly. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  breeze  frefhening,  Captain  Dixon  went  on 
boaid  the  King  George,  to  take  leave  of  Captain  Portlock,  as  we 
weie  drawing  near  the  place  where  it  was  agreed  for  us  to  feparate. 
At  feven  o’clock  he  returned  on  board,  and  we  hoifte'd  in  our  boats, 
parting  company  with  our  colours  flying,  and  three  hearty  cheers. 
Captain  Portlock  fleered  for  Hinchinbrooke  Cove,  and  we  kept 
ftanding  for  the  palfage  between  Cape  Hinchinbrooke  and  Mon- 
tague  Ifland.  During  the  night  we  had  the  wind  at  North  Weft, 
ftill  blowing  a  moderate  breeze. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  Cape  Hinchin- 
biooke  bore  North  Weft  half  Weft,  about  eight  leagues  diftant, 
and  the  land  to  the  Northward  North  35  cleg*  Eaft  3  the  extremes 
of  Montague  Ifland  bore  from  South  55  deg.  Weft,  to  Weft  North 
Weft.  Vv  e  founded  in  thirty-  five  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bot¬ 
tom.  At  eight,  Cape  Hinchinbrooke  bore  North  63  deg.  Weft. 
During  the  former  part  or  the  day,  the  wind  lefiened,  and  at  noon 
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we  had  light  variable  airs.  Great  numbers  of  whales  were  Teen 
in  almoft  every  direction,  but  particularly  towards  the  land.  Our 
meridian  altitude  gave  59  deg.  48  min.  North  latitude.  Cape 
Iiinchinbrooke  bore  North  65  deg.  Weft,  about  twelve  leagues 
dillant,  and  the  South  Weft  point  of  Montague  Ifland  South  63 
deg.  Weft. 

At  feven  in  the  afternoon  we  faw  Kaye’s  Ifland,  which  bore 
North  40  deg.  Eaft 3  we  ftiil  had  light  airs,  with  intervening 
calms.  Our  latitude  on  the  16th,  at  noon,  was  59  deg.  28  min. 
North  3  and  the  longitude  145  deg.  20  min.  Weft.  Kaye’s  Ifland 
bore  North  12  deg.  EafL  We  had  foundings  from  fifty  to  eighty 
fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom.  In  the  evening,  the  wind 
drifting  to  the  Eaftward,  we  tacked  at  ten  o’clock,  and  ftretched  t® 
the  Southward  during  the  night.  We  founded  at  midnight,  with 
a  line  of  140  fathom,  but  found  no  bottom. 

During  the  17th  and  1 8th,  we  had  light  variable  winds,  with 
intervening  calms  3  the  weather  tolerably  fine.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  1 8th,  we  faw  Mount  St.  Elias,  which  at  eight  o’clock  bore 
North  29  deg.  Eaft  3  and  the  South  point  of  Kaye’s  Ifland  Wed:. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  a  jftrong  breeze  came  on  at  Ead: 
North  Ead:,  and  a  heavy  fwell  fet  in  from  the  Southward.  This 
occafioned  us  to  double-reef  the  top-fails  3  but  towards  evening, 
the  weather  grew  moderate. 

The  greated:  part  of  the  20th,  we  had  light  baffling  winds,  with 
frequent  calms  3  our  latitude  at  noon  was  59  deg.  9  min.  North  5 
and  our  longitude  143  deg.  34  min.  Wed:.  Mount  St  Elias  bore 
North  by  Ead:.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  a  breeze  luckily 
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fprung  up  from  the  Weft  ward,  attended  with  clear  weather,  which 
enabled  us  again  to  ftand  in  for  the  coaft,  which  in  this  fituation 
trends  nearly  Eaft  and  Weft. 

x 

The  weather  in  the  forenoon  of  the  21ft  was  thick  and  hazy  ; 
the  wind  ftill  blowing  a  moderate  Wefterly  breeze.  Our  obferva- 
tion  at  noon  gave  59  deg.  21  min.  North  latitude;  and  longitude 
I4I  (1‘e£'  34  fliin.  Weft.  At  eight  in  the  evening  we  hauled  our 
wind  to  the  Northward,  on  feeing  a  low  point  of  land,  which  bore 
North  40  deg.  Eaft ;  and  the  extremes  of  the  land  in  fight  bore  : 
from  North  32  deg.  Weft,  to  North  76  deg.  Eaft,  about  four  miles 
diftant.  It  not  being  prudent  to  ftand  for  the  fhore  during  the 
night,  at  nine  o’clock  we  tacked,  and  ftretched  to  the  Southward. 
On  founding,  we  had  fixty  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2  2d,  we  tacked  and  ftood  to  the 
Northward,  but  unfortunately  had  light  variable  airs,  and  thick 
hazy  weather ;  however,  at  nine  o’clock  we  faw  land  bearing  from 
North  Weft  by  North  to  Eaft  North  Eaft  ;  and  there  being  every 
appearance  of  an  inlet,  Captain  Dixon  determined  to  examine  it, 
as  there  was  a  probability  of  finding  inhabitants,  and  confequently 
fome  trade  might  be  expedited. 

Light  airs,  and  intervening  calms  the  whole  day,  prevented  our 
getting  in  with  the  land  ;  the  weather  at  the  fame  time  being  thick 
and  hazy.  We  had  foundings  from  feventy  to  eighty- five  fathom  < 
water,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 

At  half  paft  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  a  light 
breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  Eaftward,  we  ftood  in  for  the  Weft-  - 
ermoft  point  of  land,  which  was  then  about  five  miles  diftant.  At 
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Ma7*  f°Ur  o  cIock3  beiHg  within  two  miles  of  fhore,  we  founded  in  forty- 
— JLj  two  fathom  water,  over  a  bottom  of  foft  mud.  The  morning 
proving  very  thick  and  hazy,  at  fix  o’clock  the  whale-boat  was 
hoilled  out,  and  Mr.  Turner,  our  Second  Mate,  fent  into  a  bay, 
which  bore  North  North  Eall,  to  look  for  anchoring  ground. 
Soon  after  the  boat  was  gone,  we  perceived  a  tingle  canoe  with  one 
perfon  in  her,  who  feemed  to  be  hilling  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay. 
We  were  greatly  elated  with  this  fight,  as  there  was  now  a  certainty 
of  finding  inhabitants  in  the  adjacent  harbour. 

At  eight  o’clock  Mr.  Turner  returned,  and  reported  that  he  had 
found  an  excellent  harbour,  and  feen  a  number  of  inhabitants. 
The  breeze  dying  away,  our  yawl  was  hoilled  out,  and  fent  a-head 
with  the  whale  boat,  in  order  to  tow  the  veflel  into  the  bay  5  but 
by  ten  o  clock  we  found  that  all  our  towing  was  to  no  purpofe,  the 
tide  running  llrongly  againfl  us.  On  this  we  immediately  began 
to  warp  up  the  bay,  but  this  got  us  a-head  very  llowly,  as  we  had 
from  forty-five  to  fifty  fathom  water,  and  as  we  advanced  farther 
into  the  bay,  our  foundings  increafed.  \ 

The  fituation  Mr.  1  urner  had  pitched  on  for  us  to  anchor  in, 
was  round  a  low  point  to  the  Northward,  about  three  miles  up  the 
bay  ;  but  finding  it  impra&icable  to  get  there  by  day-light,  though 
every  pofiible  exertion  was  made  to  effedl  it,  we  came  to  at  eight 
o  clock,  wiih  the  fmall  bower,  in  fixty-five  fathom  water,  over  a 
muddy  bottom. 

Oui  piofpedls  now  fee m  to  brighten.  Thou  mayeft  depend  on 
having  an  account  of  our  luccefs  at  this  place  the  earlieft  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Thine,  &c. 

W.  B. 


Port  Mulgrave, 
24th  Atay.  • 


LET- 
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letter  XXXI. 


I 

HP  HE  extremes  of  tlle  bay  we  came  to  anchor  in,  the  evening: 
JL  of  the  23d  of  May,  bore  from  Weft  to  North  42  deg.  Weft 

,  !“e„  P°lnt  round  wllich  our  intended  harbour  lay.  North  20 

deg.  Eaft ;  our  diftance  from  the  Ihore  lefs  than  a  mile.  During 
the  time  we  were  warping  into  the  bay,  feveral  canoes  came  along! 
fide  us.  We  accofted  the  people  with  fome  of  the  words  in  ufe 
amongft  the  natives  of  Prince  William’s  Sound,  but  they  had  not 
the  leaft  idea  of  their  meaning:  indeed  it  was  pretty  evident  at 
fiift  fight,  that  thefe  people  were  a  different  nation,  from  the  con- 
1  ufhon  of  their  canoes,  which  were  altogether  of  wood,  neatly 
nnithed,  and  in  ftiape  not  very  much  unlike  our  whale-boats. 


To  the  Southward  of  our  prefent  fituation  was  a  narrow  creek 

country,  and 

widened  as  it  advanced  111  lliore. 


.  EarIy  “  the  mocning  of  the  24th,  we  faw  a  number  of  the  na¬ 
tives  on  the  beach,  near  the  entrance  of  this  creek,  making  lignals 
for  us s  to  come  on  Ihore  :  a  fmoke  was  alfo  feen,  which  proceeded 
from  behind  fome  pines,  at  a  fmall  ^iftance  round  the  point.  '  On 
this  Captain  Dixon  went  in  the  whale-boat  to  furvey  the  place 
thinking  it  probable,  from  thefe  circumftances,  that  the  Indians* 
chiefly  refided  here  5  -and  fliould  there  be  convenient  anchorage,  the 
iituation  would  be  a  more  eligible  one  than  that  found  out  by  Mr. 
Turner.  He  found  a  number  of  inhabitants,  and  two  or  three 
temporary  huts ;  but  the  entrance  into  the  creek  was  too  /hallow 
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1787.  to  admit  our  veflel  3  fo  at  eight  o’clock,  having  a  frefh  Eaflerly 
Ma^'_  ,  breeze,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  began  to  ply  into  the  harbour  to 
*  the  Northward.  At  two  o’clock  we  came  to  anchor  in  eight  fa¬ 
thom  water,  over  a;  bottom  of  loft  mud,  within  piflol  fhot  of  the 
fhore,  and  very  near  two  large  Indian  huts. 

We  were  now  compleafly  land-locked,  being  entirely  furrounded 
Iby  low  flat  iflands,  wThere  fcarcely  any  fnow  could  be  fcen,  and  well 
-iheltered  from  any  wdnd  or  weather  whatever. 

'The  people  feemed  very  wellpleafed  at  our  arrival,  and  a  number 
of  them  prefently  camealong-fideus.  They  foon  underltood  what  we 
wanted,  and  an  old  man  brought  us  eight  or  ten  excePent  fea  otter 
Ikins.  This  circumftance,  together  with  our  having  as  yet  feen  no 
beads,  or  other  ornaments,  or  any  iron  implements,  gave  us  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  no  trading  party  had  ever  been  here,  and  confe- 
quently  that  we  fliouldreap  a  plentiful  harveft;  but  our  conjec¬ 
tures  on  this  head  were  built  on  afandy  foundation  3  for  on  a  fur¬ 
ther  acquaintance  with  our  neighbours,  they  fhewed  us  plenty  of 
beads,  and  the  fame  kind  of  knives  and  fpears  we  had  feen  in  Prince 
William’s  Sound  3  and  as  a  melancholy  proof  that  we  only  glean¬ 
ed  after  more  fortunate  traders,  'what  furs  they  brought  to  fell, 
^xclufive  of  the  fmall  quantity  juft  mentioned,  were  of  a  very  infe¬ 
rior  Kind. 

From  the  25th  of  May  to  the  if!  of  June,  our  trade  was  incon- 
fiderable  :  we  were  frequently  vifited  by  the  people  who  lived  in 
the  creek  I  juft  now  fpoke  of,  but  they  belonged  to  the  fame  tribe 
with  our  neighbours,  and  poflefFed  very  few  furs  of  any  confe- 
quence. 
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I  have  already  obferved,  that  we  were  furrounded  by  a  number 
.  of  fmall  iilands  ;  tbefe  forming  various  creeks  and  harbours,  Cap¬ 
tain  Dixon  propofed  furveying  the  whole,  hoping  that  fo  extenfive 
a  found  as  this  appeared  to  be,  contained  a  much  greater  number 
of  inhabitants  than  we  had  hitherto  feen  ;  but  as  yet  the  weather 
had  been  fo  thick  and  hazy,  attended  with  conftant  rain,  that  this 
defign  was  fruflrated.  However,  the  morning  of  the  ill  of  June 
proving  tolerably  clear,  he  went  in  the  whale-boat  at  ten  o’clock, 
in  oidei  to  examine  the  adjacent  harbours,  taking  with  him  one  of 
the  Indians  who  had  frequently  been  on  board,  and  who  was  a  tole¬ 
rably  intelligent  fellow,  as  a  guide. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon,  Captain  Dixon  returned  from  his  fur- 
vey,  which  had  by  no  means  anfwered  his  expeditions.  He  had 
found  feveral  huts  fcattered  here  and  there,  in  various  parts  of  the 
found,  but  they  were  moflly  inhabited  by  people  whom  we  had 
already  feen  ;  and  there  was  not  a  fingle  Ikin  of  any  value  amongfl 
them  :  indeed  our  fuccefs  at  this  place  fell  greatly  fhort  of  what 
we  had  reafon  to  expedl,  from  its  promifing  fituation,  and  the  firfl 
appearance  of  inhabitants ;  but  this  poverty  was  not  to  be  difco- 
vered  on  a  fudden,  for  though  the  whole  that  we  purchafed  here 
confifled  only  of  about  lixteen  good  fea  otter  fkins,  two  fine  cloaks 
of  the  earlefs  marmot,  a  few  racoons,  and  a  parcel  of  very  inferior 
pieces  and  flips  of  beaver,  fufficient  to  fill  Gne  fingle  puncheon ;  yet 
it  was  not  till  the  3d  of  June,  (ten  days  from  the  time  of  our  com¬ 
ing  into  the  harbour)  that  we  found  the  natives  fcanty  flock  of  furs 
not  only  exhaufled,  but  that  they  had  flripped  themfelves  almofl 
naked,  to  fpin  out  their  trade  as  far  as  poffible.  This  tedious  de¬ 
lay  was  occafioned  by  the  flow,  deliberate  manner  in  which  thefe 
people  condudl  their  traffic.  Four  or  fix  people  come  along-fide  in 
a  canoe,  and  wait  perhaps  an  hour  before  they  give  the  leafl  inti- 
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i-87.  mation  of  having  any  thing  to  fell ;  they  then,  by  fignificant  fhrugs 
u— <  and  gedures,  hint  at  having  brought  fomething  valuable  to  difpofe 
of,  and  wilh  to  fee  what  will  be  given  in  exchange,  even  before 
their  commodity  is  expofed  to  view,  for  they  are  particularly  care¬ 
ful  in  concealing  every  thing  they  bring  to  fell.  Should  this  ma¬ 
noeuvre  not  lucceed,  after  much  deliberation,  their  cargo  is  pro¬ 
duced,  and  generally  confifls  of  a  few  trifling  pieces  of  old  fea  otter 
fkins,  and  even  then,  a  conhderable  time  is  taken  up  before  the 
bargain  is  concluded ;  fo  that  a  whole  day  would  frequently  be 
fpent  in  picking  up  a  few  trifles.  Such,  however,  was  ourprefent 
fituation,  in  regard  to  trade,  that  we  patiently  fubmitted  to  the 
tantalizing  method  of  thefe  people,  in  hopes  that  fomething  better 
might  poffibly  be  brought  us  5  but  finding  they  were  dripped  al- 
mod  naked,  and  not  the  mod  didant  probability  of  any  better  fue¬ 
l's,  Captain  Dixon  determined  to  leave  this  place  the  fird  oppor¬ 
tunity. 


1  fhall  now  endeavour  to  give  thee  fome  account  of  this  place, 
and  its  inhabitants.  As  there  is  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  we 
were  the  fird  difcoverers  of  this  harbour,  Captain  Dixon  named  it 
Port  Mulgrave,  in  honour  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Mul- 
grave.  Our  anchoring  place  is  lituated  in  59  deg.  32  min.  North 
latitude,  and  140  deg.  Wed  longitude.  How  extenfive  the  found 
is,  I  cannot  fay  ;  it  contains  a  number  of  fmall  low  iflands,  but  at 
intervals,  when  the  fog  cleared  up,  we  could  difcern  high  moun¬ 
tainous  land,  to  the  Northward  and  Wedward,  at  about  ten 
leagues  didant,  entirely  covered  with  fnow,  and  which  we  judged 
to  be  part  of  the  continent.  Thefe  iflands,  in  common  with  the 
red  of  the  coad,  are  entirely  covered  with  pines,  of  two  or  three 
different  fpecies,  intermixed  here  and  there  with  witch  hazle,  and 
various  kinds  of  brudi-wood. 
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Shrubs  of  different  forts  appeared  to  be  fpringing  up,  but  their  178 7. 
vegetation  was  not  fufficiently  advanced  for  us  to  diftinguifli  what 
they  were  j  yet  the  weather  was  tolerably  mild,  the  mean  of  the 
thermometer  being  46  deg. 

We  found  fome  wild  geefe  and  ducks  here,  and  though  not  near 
fo  numerous  as  at  Montague  Illand,  yet  they  were  more  eafily  come 
at.  Captain  Dixon  frequently  went  on  fhore,  to  take  the  diverfion 
of  fhooting,  and  feldom  returned  without  fome  game,  which  not 
only  proved  an  excellent  treat  for  us,  but  at  the  fame  time  gave  the 
Indians  fuch  an  idea  of  fire-arms,  that  their  behaviour  was  per- 
fe6tly  quiet  and  inoffenfive,  and  they  never  attempted  to  mo- 
left  us. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  contained  in  the  whole  found,  as 
near  as  I  could  calculate,  amounted  to  about  feventy,  including 
women  and  children ;  they  in  general  are  about  the  middle  lize, 
their  limbs  ftraight  and  well  fhaped,  but  like  the  reft  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  we  have  feen  on  the  coaft,  are  particularly  fond  of  painting 
their  faces  with  a  variety  of  colours,  fo  that  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to 
difcover  their  real  complexion  ;  however,  we  prevailed  on  one  wo¬ 
man,  by  perfualion,  and  a  trifling  prefent,  to  wafli  her  face  and 
hands,  and  the  alteration  it  made  in  her  appearance  abfolutely  fur- 
prifed  us ;  her  countenance  had  all  the  chearful  glow  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  milk-maid  ;  and  the  healthy  red  which  fl allied  her  cheek,  was 
even  beautifully  contrafted  with  the  whitenefs  of  her  neck ;  her  eyes 
were  black  and  fparkling ;  her  eye  -brows  the  fame  colour,  and 
moft  beautifully  arched  ;  her  forehead  fo  remarkably  clear,  that 
the  transflucent  veins  were  feen  meandering  even  in  their  minuted: 

O 

branches— in  fliort,  fhe  was  what  would  be  reckoned  hand  fome  _ 
even  in  England :  but  this  fymmetry  of  features  is  entirely  de- 
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Yime  ^r°yed  by  a  cuftom  extremely  Angular,  and  what  we  had  never  met 
with  before,  neither  do  I  recoiled*  having  feen  it  mentioned  by  any 

Voyagers  whatever.  « 

-  -  < 

apatuie  is  made  in  the  thick  part  of  the  under  lip,  and  m- 
creafed  by  degrees  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  mouth,  and  equally 
long  :  in  this  aperture,  a  piece  of  v/ood  is  conftantly  wore,  of  an 
eliptical  form,  about  half  an  inch  thick ;  the  fuperficies  not  flat, 
but  hollowed  out  on  each  fide  like  a  fpoon,  though  not  quite  fo 
deep  5  the  edges  are  likewife  hollowed  in  the  form  of  a  pully,  in 
order  to  fix  this  precious  ornament  more  firmly  in  the  lip,  which 
by  this  means  is  frequently  extended  at  leaft  three  inches  horizon¬ 
tally,  and  confequently  diflorts  every  feature  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  face.  This  curious  piece  of  wood  is  wore  only  by  the  women, 
and  feems  to  be  oonfidered  as  a  mark  of  diftin&ion,  it  not  being 
wore  by  all  indifcriminately,  but  only  thofe  who  appeared  in  a  fu- 
perior  ftation  to  the  reft. 


The  language  here  is  different  from  that  of  Prince  William’s 
Sound,  or  Cook’s  River ;  it  appears  barbarous,  uncouth,  and  dif¬ 
ficult  to  pi  on  ounce  :  tney  fiequently  ufed  the  word  jS&ncou.)  which 
figmfies  a  Fnend,  01  Chief,  and  their  numerals  reckon  to  ten  ;  but 
I  was  not  able  to  procure  any  farther  fpecimen  of  their  language, 
as  they  aie  veiy  ciofe  and  uncommunicative  in  their  difpofitions. 

Theii  habitations  aie  the  moft  wretched  hovels  that  can  poflibly 
be  conceived  ;  a  few  poles  ftuck  in  the  ground,  without  order  or 
legulanty,  enclofed  and  covered  with  loofe  boards,  conftitute  an 
Indian  hut,  and  fo  little  care  is  taken  in  their  conftruflion,  that 
ihev  aie  quite  infuflicient  to  keep  out  the  fnow  or  rain  :  the  nume- 


rous 


*73 


NORTH-WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 

rous  chinks  and  crannies  ferve,  however,  to  let  out  the  frnoke,  no 
particular  aperture  being  left  for  that  purpofe. 

r 

The  in  fide  of  thefe  dwellings  exhibits  a  compleat  pidture  of  dirt 
and  filth,  indolence  and  lazinefs  j  in  one  comer  are  thrown  the 
bones,  and  remaining  fragments  of  victuals  left  at  their  meals  ;  in 
another  are  heaps  of  fijfh,  pieces  of  ftinking  flefh,  greafe,  oil,  Stc. 
in  fhort,  the  whole  ferved  to  fhew  us,  in  how  wretched  a  Rate  it  is 
poffible  for  human  beings  to  exift ;  and  yet  thefe  people  appear  con¬ 
tented  with  their  fituation,  and  probably  enjoy  a  much  greater 
portion  of  happinefs  and  tranquillity,  than  is  to  be  found  under 
the  gilded  roofs  of  the  molt  delpotic  monarch. 

’Tis  probable,  that  the  chief  reafon  why  thefe  Indians  take  no 
greater  pains  in  the  ftruclure  of  their  habitations  is,  that  their 
fituation  is  merely  temporary :  no  fooner  does  the  mailer  of  a 
tribe  find  game  begin  to  grow  fcarce,  or  fifli  not  fo  plentiful  as  he 
expedled,  than  he  takes  down  his  hut,  puts  the  boards  into  his 
canoe,  and  paddles  away  to  feek  out  for  a  fpot  better  adapted  to  his 
various  purpofes,  which,  having  found,  he  prefently  erefls  his. 
dwelling  in  the  fame  carelelefs  manner  as  before. 

I  before  took  notice,  that  their  fmall  canoes  were  neatly  finilhed 
the  very  reverfe  is  the  cafe  with  their  large  ones ;  they  are  made 
entirely  of  one  large  tree,  rudely  excavated  and  reduced  to  no  par¬ 
ticular  fhape,  but  each  end  has  the  refemblance  of  a  butcher’s  tray, 
and  generally  are  large  enough  to  hold  twelve  or  fourteen  people.. 
Whilfl  we  lay  here,  thefe  people  fupplied  us  very  plentifully  with 
halibut,  which  we  bought  of  them  for  beads  and  fmall  toes.  The 

place 

*  One  of  thefe  was  brought  home  by  Captain  Dixon,  a  <>  d  is  now  in  the  poffeffion 
of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks. 


17S7. 

June. 


r 


A  VOYAGE  TO  T  II E 

i 

place  where  thefe  halibut  were  caught,  is  in  the  offing  round  the 
point  of  land  we  firft  made  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  May. 
Our  whale-boat  was  one  day  fent  with  feven  hands  to  this  place, 
on  a  fifhing  party ;  but  their  fuccefs  was  greatly  inferior  to  that 
of  two  Indians,  who  were  fifhing  at  the  fame  time,  which  is  rather 
extraordinary,  if  we  confider  the  apparent  inferiority  of  their  tackle 
to  our’s.  Their  hook  is  a  large  fimple  piece  of  wood,  the  fhank  at 
lead:  half  an  inch  in  diameter ;  that  part  which  turns  up,  and  which 
forms  an  acute  angle,  is  confiderably  fmaller,  and  brought  gradu¬ 
ally  to  a  point :  a  flat  piece  of  wood,  about  fix  inches  long,  and 
near  two  inches  wride,  is  neatly  lafhed  to  the  fhank,  on  the  back  of 
which  is  rudely  carved  the  reprefentation  of  an  human  face. 

I  cannot  think  that  this  was  altogether  defigned  as  an  ornament 
to  their  hooks,  but  that  it  has  fome  religious  allufion,  and  poffibly 
is  intended  as  a  kind  of  Deity,  to  enfure  their  fuccefs  in  fifhing, 
which  is  conduced  in  a  iingular  manner.  They  bait  their  hook 
with  a  kind  of  fifh,  called  by  the  failors  /quids,  and  having  funk  it 
to  the  bottom,  they  hx  a  bladder  to  the  end  of  the  line  as  a  buoy, 
and  fhould  that  not  wratch  fufficiently,  they  add  another.  Their 
lines  are  very  flrong,  being  made  of  the  finews  or  intedines  of  ani¬ 
mals. 

One  man  is  diffident  to  look  after  five  or  fix  of  thefe  buoys  5 
when  he  perceives  a  fifh  bite,  he  is  in  no  great  hurry  to  haul  up  his 
line,  but  gives  him  time  to  be  well  hooked ;  and  when  he  has  haul¬ 
ed  the  fifh  up  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  he  knocks  him  on  the 
head  with  a  fhort  club,  provided  for  that  purpofe,  and  afterwards 
flows  his  prize  away  at  his  leifure :  this  is  done  to  prevent  the 
halibut  (which  fometimes  are  very  large)  from  damaging,  or  per¬ 
haps  upfetting  his  canoe  in  their  dying  druggies.  Thus  were  we 
2  fairly 
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fairly  beat  at  our  own  weapons,  and  the  natives  conRantly  bring¬ 
ing  us  plenty  of  fifh,  our  boat  was  never  feat  on  this  bufinefs  after¬ 
wards. 

They  drefs  their  victuals  by  putting  heated  Rones  into  a  kind 
of  wicker  balket,  amongft  pieces  offilh,  feal,  porpoife,  &c.  and  co¬ 
vered  up  clofe ;  fometimes  they  make  broth  and  fiih  foup  by  the 
fame  method,  which  they  always  preferred  to  boiling,  though  we 
gave  them  fome  brafs  pans,  and  pointed  out  the  mode  of  ufim? 
them. 

The  Indians  are  particularly  fond  of  chewing  a  plant,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  fpecies  of  tobacco  ;  not  content,  however,  with  chew¬ 
ing  it  in  its  limple  Rate,  they  generally  mix  lime  along  with  itr 
and  fometimes  the  inner  rind  of  the  pine-tree,  together  with  a 
rofinous  fubRance  extracted  from  it. 

When  we  came  into  this  harbour,  on  the  23d  of  May,  our  at¬ 
tention  was  a  good  deal  engaged  by  the  fight  of  a  number  of  white' 
rails,  on  a  level  piece  of  ground,  not  far  from  the  creek  which  I 
have  already  obferved  was  fituated  to  the  Southward  of  us.  Thefe 
rails  weie  about  a  mile  and  half  from  the  veffei,  and  appeared,  at 
that  diRance,  to  be  conRrudled  with  Rich  order  and  regularity,, 
that  we  concluded  them  beyond  the  reach  of  Indian  contrivance,, 
and  confequently  that  they  were  eredled  by  fome  civilized  nation.. 
Captain  Dixon,  willing  to  be  fatisfted  in  this  particular,  took, 
an  opportunity  of  going  to  the  fpot,  and  to  his  great  1’urprize, 
found  it  to  be  a  kind  of  burying-place,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  cail  that  fo,  where  dead  bodies  are  not  depofited  in  the  earth. 
The  manner  in  which  they  difpofe  of  their  dead  is  very  remarkable  : 
they  feparate  the  head  from  the  body,  and  wrapping  them  in  furs, 
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the  head  is  put  into  a  fquare  box,  the  body  in  a  kind  of  oblong 
cheft.  At  each  end  of  the  cheft  which  contains  the  body,  a  thick 
pole,  about  ten  feet  long,  is  drove  into  the  earth  in  a  flanting  po¬ 
rtion,  fo  that  the  upper  ends  meet  together,  and  are  very  firmly 
lafhed  with  a  kind  of  rope  prepared  for  the  purpofe. 

About  two  feet  from  the  top  of  this  arch,  a  fmall  piece  of  tim¬ 
ber  goes  acrofs,  and  is  very  neatly  fitted  to  each  pole  :  on  this  piece 
of  timber  the  box  which  contains  the  head  is  fixed,  and  very  ftrongly 
fecured  with  rope ;  the  box  is  frequently  decorated  with  two  or 
three  rows  of  fmall  fhells,  and  fometimes  teeth,  which  are  let  into 
the  wood  with  great  neatnefs  and  ingenuity ;  and  as  an  additional 
ornament,  is  painted  with  a  variety  of  Colours  ;  but  the  poles  are 
uniformly  painted  white.  Sometimes  thefe  poles  are  fixed  upright 
in  the  earth,  and  on  each  fide  the  body,  but  the  head  is  always  fe¬ 
cured  in  the  pofition  already  defcribed. 

What  ceremony  is  ufed  by  thefe  people,  in  depofiting  their  dead 
in  this  manner,  we  never  could  learn,  as  nothing  of  the  kind  hap¬ 
pened  during  our  flay  in  the  harbour. 

Befides  the  fkins  I  have  mentioned  already,  we  purchafed  a  few 
bears,  and  fome  land  beaver  5  but  I  rather  think,  that  the  marmot 
cloaks  were  procured  by  thefe  people  from  fome  neighbouring 
tribe. 

Toes  were  the  article  of  trade  held  in  the  firfl  eflimation  here, 
and  next  to  thefe,  pewter  bafons  were  bell  liked. 

Beads  ferved  to  purchafe  pieces  of  fkins  that  were  of  little  value  ; 
but  the  deep  blue,  and  fmall  green,  were  the  only  forts  that  would 
1  be 
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be  taken  in  barter :  indeed  our  traffic  at  this  place  was  fo  very  cir-  1787. 
cumfcribed,  that  there  was  not  the  leafl  occafion  to  fhew  the  people 
any  great  variety  of  articles,  as  it  only  ferved  to  diRradt  them  in 
their  choice,  and  made  their  flow  method  of  trading  (till  more  te¬ 
dious. 

I  have  now  given  thee  fuch  an  account  of  this  place,  and  its  inha¬ 
bitants,  as  my  obfervations  from  time  to  time  furnilhed  me  with  : 
thou  art  not  to  expedt  them  methodical,  or  well  digeRed  ;  however, 
the  perufal  may  ferve  thee  for  a  momentary  amufement,  and  I  per¬ 
haps  may  have  an  opportunity  of  adding  a  kind  of  fupplement  pre¬ 
vious  to  our  leaving  the  coaR.  We  are  now  getting  ready  for  fea. 

Adieu; 

W*  B. 

Port  Mulgrave,  7 
3d  June.  i 


LETTER  XXXII. 

I  « 

THERE  being  no  farther  profpedf  of  any  trade  in  Port  Mul~ 
grave,  Captain  Dixon  determined  to  leave  it  the  firR  oppor¬ 
tunity  ;  and  a  breeze  at  South  EaR  fpringing  up  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  4th  of  June,  we  carried  a  fmall  anchor  a-head, 
and  warped  out  of  the  harbour.  At  eight  we  made  fail,  and  Rood 
out  of  the  found.  At  noon,  the  South  point  of  the  entrance  into 
Port  Mulgrave  bore  South  EaR,  and  the  North  point  North  85 
deg.  WeR  $  the  Southern  bluff  about  five  miles  diRant. 

Z  During 
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1787.  During  this  afternoon,  and  the  whole  of  the  5th,  we  had  light 
June*  variable  winds,  with  calms  by  turns. 

In  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  .  land  in  fight  bore  from  North 
78  deg.  Weld,  to  North  50  deg.  Eaft ;  and  the  Weft  point  of  the 
bay  we  had  left  North  10  deg.  Weft,  about  five  leagues  diftant. 
Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  59  deg.  13  min.  North  latitude ;  and 
the  longitude  was  140  deg.  40  min.  Weft.  A  frefli  Eafterly  breeze 
now  fprung  up,  and  the  day  being  tolerably  clear,  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  we  faw  Mount  St.  Elias,  which  bore  North  Weft 
three  quarters  North,  more  than  20  leagues  diftant.. 

From  the  7th  to  the  9th,  the  wind  kept  to  the  Eaftward,  with 
wet,  hazy  weather,  during  which  time  we  plied  to  the  Southward, 
and  confequently  ftretched  farther  from  the  land  than  we  could’ 
have  wifhed  ;  the  coaft  in  this  part  trending  nearly  from  Eaft 
South  Eaft  to  Weft  North  Weft.  Our  obfervation  at  noon,  on 
the  8th,  gave  57  deg.  59  min.  North  latitude;  and  14 1  deg.  25 
min.  Weft  longitude. 

At  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  wind  fhifted  to 
South  Weft,  which  enabled  us  to  ftand  in  for  the  coaft,  to  our 
great  fatisfadfion.  Our  meridian  altitude  at  noon  gave  56  deg. 
49  min.  North  latitude ;  and  the  longitude  140  deg.  11  min*. 
Weft. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  whole  of  the  nth,, 
we  had  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  Weftward,  and  kept  Handing  for 
the  coaft,  which,  however,  we  could  not  fee  at  any  confiderable  dif- 
tance,  the  forenoon  being  thick  and  hazy.  Our  latitude  at  noon, 
57  deg.  13  min.  North  5  longitude  136  deg.  26  min.  Weft.  At 
*-  1  half 
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half  paft  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  faw  land,  bearing  from  Weft  1 7S7. 
North  Weft  to  Eaft  South  Eaft,  about  four  miles  diftant.  The  ,  June* 
Southermoft  point  of  land  appeared  to  be  Cape  Edgecombe,  which 
v  we  ^ood  in  for,  and  prefently  found  we  were  not  miftaken.  At 
fix  o  clock  the  cape  boie  North  North  Weft,  and  our  diftance  from 
fhore  about  a  mile.  We  now  opened  a  very  large  and  extenfive 
bay,  which  had  every  appearance  of  an  excellent  harbour.  About  ' 
a  mile  to  the  Southward  of  the  cape  is  a  fmall  ifland,  and  we  fteered 
right  for  the  paffage  betwixt  that  and  the  cape;  but  at  feven 
o  clock,  feeing  a  quantity  of  rock-weed  right  a-head,  Captain 

Dixon  judged  it  prudent  to  haul  off  fhore  to  the  Southward,  during 
the  night. 

At  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  we  tacked,  and  flood 
in  for  the  bay,  leaving  the  fmall  ifland  juft  mentioned  to  the  Weft- 
ward,  with  a  light  breeze  from  North  Weft  by  Weft.  At  four 
o’clock  our  whale-boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  fent  a-head  to  found. 

About  fix  o  clock  we  faw  a  large  boat  full  of  people,  at  a  very  con- 
fiderable  diftance  out  at  fea,  making  towards  us  as  fall  as  poflible; 
fne  hoifted  fomething  which  had  the  appearance  of  a  white  flag, 
but  we  could  not  diftinguifh,  with  the  help  of  our  glafles,  what 
nation,  fhe  belonged  to ;  and  various  were  our  conjectures  on  this 
head.  Some  01  us  judged  them  to  be  Ruffians ;  and  others  thought 
they  poffibly  might  be  Spaniards}  who  had  been  left  here  ever  fince 
the  yeai  i/75>  which  time  two  Spanifli  vellels  were  at  anchor 
neat  this  place  ;  or  that  they  belonged  to  fome  fliip,  which  pro¬ 
bably  lay  here  at  prefent :  however,  as  they  came  nearer,  we  per¬ 
ceived  it  to  be  an  Indian  canoe,  and  on  their  coming  up  with  us? 

\.e  had  the  pleafure  to  find,  that  they  belonged  to  the  found  we 
weie  fleering  for.  They  had  feen  our  veil'd  the  preceding  evening, 

and 
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and  on  our  Handing  out  to  fea,  had  followed  us,  but  loft  fight  of 
the  fhip  during  the  night. 


Soon  after  fix  o’clock,  the  breeze  dying  away,  our  whale-boat 
came  on  board,  the  yawl  was  hoifled  out,  and  both  boats  fent 
a-head,  in  order  to  tow  the  velfel  into  the  bay.  During  this  time, 
we  bought  a  few  furs  of  trifling  value,  from  our  new  acquain¬ 
tance  ;  and  they  gave  us  to  underfland,  that  wq  fliould  find  a 
,  number  of  inhabitants,  and  plenty  of  furs,  in  the  adjacent  har¬ 
bour.  This  piece  of  intelligence,  though  not  abfolutely  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on,  elated  us  not  a  little.  What  we  had  taken  for  a  white 
Hag,  on  our  firft  feeing  the  canoe,  was  a  tuft  of  white  feathers 
which  they  had  hoifted  at  the  top  of  a  long  pole,  and  which  I  un¬ 
derhand  to  be  an  emblem  of  peace  and  friendfhip.  At  ten  o’clock 
we  faw  a  bay  to  the  Northward,  which  appeared  to  be  well  fhel- 
tered  from  the  wind  j  and  a  breeze  fpringing  up,  we  flood  right  in 
for  it.  Mr.  Turner  was  fent  in  the  whale-boat  up  the  found,  to 
look  for  a  harbour  5  and  Mr.  White,  our  Third  Mate,  was  fent  in 
the  yawl,  into  the  bay  a-head,  in  order  to  examine  the  foundings. 
Soon  after  eleven  o’clock  Mr.  White  returned,  and  reported,  that 
the  bay  appeared  to  be  an  excellent  place  for  the  veffel  to  lay  in, 
there  being  good  anchorage  from  eight  to  twelve  fathom  water, 
over  a  fandy  bottom. 


After  making  a  few  fhort  boards,  we  came  to  anchor  at  twelve 
o’clock,  in  eight  fathom  water,  over  a  fandy  bottom  5  the  extremes 
of  the  land  forming  the  bay  to  the  Northward,  bore  from  South  3 
cleg.  Well  to  North  3  deg.  Eafl ;  the  point  of  land  to  the  South 
Eafl,  South  Eafl  by  South  ;  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  diflant 
from  fliore.  The  harbour  to  the  Southward,  and  South  Eafl  by 
Eafl,  is  well  fheltered  by  great  quantities  of  rock-weed. 

About 
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About  four  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Turner  returned  from  His  1787, 
furvey  in  the  whale-boat :  he  had  found  feveral  harbours  well  fhel-  ^une‘ . 

J  _  amtJ 

tered  from  any  wind,  but  the  bottom  in  general  rocky 5  fo  that 
Captain  Dixon  determined  to  keep  his  prefent  fituation,  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  well  (heltered  from  bad  weather,  and  convenient  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  to  vifit  us. 

Whilft  Mr.  Turner  was  out  in  the  whale-boat,  he  faw  a  large: 
cave,  formed  by  nature  in  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  about  four  miles- 
to  the  Northward  of  our  anchoring  birth  :  ctlriohty  prompted  him  ; 
to  go  on  fhore,  in  order  to  examine  it,  as  there  appeared  fomething 
which,  at  a  dilfance,  looked  bright  and  fparkling.  On  getting 
into  the  cave,  he  found  the  objedt  which  attracted  his  attention  to 
be  a  fquarebox,  with  a  human  head  in  it,  depofited  in  the  manner 
already  defcribed  at  Port  Mulgrave  ;  the  box  was  very  beautifully 
ornamented  with  fmall  (hells,  and  feemed  to  have  been  left  there 
very  recently,  being  the  only  one  in  the  place.  This  circumftance 
feems  to  (hew,  that  the  natives  of  this  place  difpofe  of  their  dead  in 
the  fame  manner  as  at  Port  Mulgrave,  but  probably  make  choice  of 
caves  for  that  purpofe,  in  preference  to  the  open  air. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  we  had  a  number  of 
canoes  full  of  inhabitants  along-fide;  after  a  confiderable  time 
fpent  in  Tinging,  a  pretty  bri(k  trade  commenced,  and  we  bought 
a  number  of  excellent  otter  (kins  ;  the  people  feemed  far  more 
lively  and  alert  than  thofe  we  had  left  at  Port  Mulgrave  5  and  from 
cyery  appearance,  we  had  reafon  to  expedf  an  excellent  trade  at 
this  place. 

From  this  to  the  16th,  our  trade  went  brifkly  forward,  but  af¬ 
terwards  it  began  to  decline,  and  feveral  of  the  Indians  left  us,  in 
order  to  bring  a  further  Xupply  of  (kins  from  their  neighbours. 

Toes 


182 


A  VOYAGE  TO  THE 


1787*  Toes  are  the  article  of  traffic  held  in  the  firft  eftimation  at  this 
v  — t, —  1  place  j  but  they  always  refufed  fmall  ones,  wanting  them  in  gene¬ 
ral  from  eight  to  fourteen  inches  long.  Befides  thefe,  we  traded 
with  pewter  bafons,  hatchets,  howels,  buckles,  rings,  &c.  Of  thefe 
the  bafons  were  bell  liked  j  for  though  the  hatchets  and  howels 
were  obvioufly  the  moft  ufeful  tools  thefe  people  could  poffibly 
have,  yet  they  were  only  taken  in  exchange  for  furs  of  inferior  va¬ 
lue.  Beads  of  every  fort  were  conftantly  refufed  with  contempt, 
when  offered  by  way  of  barter,  and  would  fcarcely  be  accepted  as 
prefents. 

In  the  evening  of  the  16th,  a  frefh  gale  of  wind  came  on  from 
the  Southward,  which  caufed  a  very  heavy  fea  to  fet  into  the  bay. 
We  were  preparing  to  ftrike  the  top-mafts,  when  fortunately,  about 
midnight,  the  weather  moderated.  This  circumffance,  however, 
ferved  to  fhew  us,  that  the  bay  was  not  fo  fecurely  fheltered  from 
bad  weather  as  we  at  firft  imagined. 

1 1  I  : 

From  the  17th  to  the  21ft,  our  trade  gradually  fell  off  5  and  to¬ 
wards  the  laft,  they  brought  us  fcarcely  any  thing  but  rubbifh,  be¬ 
ing  pieces  of  old  deaths  nearly  wore  out ;  however,  we  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  their  backwardnefs  in  parting  with  what  little 
tiaac  they  had  left  5  their  condudt  in  this  particular  being  quite 
the  reverie  to  that  of  our  old  friends  in  Port  Mulgrave. 

n  > 

Amongft  the  people  who  came  to  trade  with  us,  was  an  old 
man,  wno  feemed  remarkably  intelligent  :  he  gave  us  to  under¬ 
hand,  that  a  good  while  ago  there  had  been  two  veffels  at  anchor 
neai  this  place,  one  of  which  was  confiderably  larger  than  our’s  ; 
that  they  carried  a  great  number  of  guns,  and  that 'the  people  re¬ 
sembled  us  in  colour  and  drefs.  He  fhewed  us  a  white  Ihirt  they 

had 
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had  given  him,  and  which  he  feemed  to  regard  as  a  great  curiofity  :  1787, 

on  examining  it,  we  found  it  made  after  the  Spanifh  falhion,  and  June* 
immediately  judged  thefe  velfels  defcribed  by  this  Indian  to  be  the 
Spaniards  who  (as  I  have  already  related)  were  on  this  coafi:  in  the 
year  1775. 

In  the  Journal  of  the  Spanifh  Voyage,  publifhed  by  the  Honou¬ 
rable  Daines  Barrington,  the  Spaniards  are  faid  to  have  anchored 
in  57  deg.  18  min.  North  latitude  :  we  now  lay  in  57  deg.  3  min. 

North  latitude;  and  the  old  man,  when  defcribing the  fituation  of 
the  above  fhips,  always  pointed  up  the  found,  to  the  Northward, 
which  helped  to  confirm  us  in  our  opinion,  that  the  people  defcrib¬ 
ed  by  him  muff  have  been  the  Spaniards.  Should  this  conjecture 
be  right,  it  fufficiently  proves,  that  this  place  is  feldom  vifited  by 
Europeans  ;  for  in  that  cafe,  a  variety  of  fhips  would  have  render¬ 
ed  the  accounts  of  our  new  acquaintance  confufed  and  imperfect : 
on  the  contrary,  his  remarks  were  always  clear  and  pertinent,  and 
uniformly  tended  to  defcribe  the  fame  objedt. 

During  this  time,  though  trade  principally  engaged  our  atten- 
tion,  yet  a  number  of  fubordinate,  though  neceffary  employments, 
weie  cai  ried  on  ;  paities  w^ere  frequently  fent  on  fhore,  fome  to  cut 
fire-wood,  others  to  fill  up  our  water,  and  the  carpenters  cut  a 
fpare  top-mart,  and  feveral  fpars,  for  various  purpofes.  The  wa¬ 
ter  was  procured  from  a  fmall  river  round  a  point  of  land,  at  the 
dirtance  of  a  mile  from  the  fhip. 

At  firft,  the  natives  behaved  civilly  enough,  and  buffered  our 
people  to  follow  their  various  employments  unmolefted ;  but  they 
foon  grew  very  troublefome,  and  attempted  to  pick  their  pockets, 
and  even  to  Real  their  faws  and  axes  in  the  mort  open,  daring 

manner 
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17-87.  manner  ;  indeed  they  could  fcarcely  be  reftrained  from  tliefe  pro- 

‘  ^  ceedings  without  violence .5  but  this  it  was  neither  our  intereft  or 

inclination  to  offer,  if  it  could  pofilbly  be  avoided.  Our  people 
were  never  fent  on  fliore  without  being  well  armed  ;  and  luckily, 
the  fight  of  a  few  mufquets  kept  them  in  a  kind  of  awe,  as  they  had 
frequently  feen  Captain  Dixon  fhoot  birds,  which  had  given  them 
an  idea  of  the  fatal  effects  of  fire-arms  ;  fo  that  our  bufinefs  on 
iliore  was  compleated  without  coming  to  an  open  quarrel  with 
tliefe  people 


In  my  next  I  may,  perhaps,  give  thee  fome  further  account  of 
this  place,  which  Captain  Dixon  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Nor¬ 
folk  Sound,  in  honour  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  and  I 
iincerely  wifh,  that  what  little  I  have  already  Laid,  refpedting 
our  fuccefs,  may  give  thee  half  the  pleafure  it  has  given  to  thine 
-affuredly, 

W.  B. 

Norfolk  Sound,  7 
-2 2d  June.  i 
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NORFOLK  Sound,  at  leaft  that  part  where  we  lay  at  an* 
chor,  is  fituated  in  57  deg.  3  min.  North  latitude  ;  and  135 
•deg.  36  min.  Welt  longitude.  In  that  fituation,  Mount  Edge* 
combe  bore  from  us  W eft  by  South,  a  very  few  miles  diftant.  It 
is  a  very  exte-nfive  place,  but  how  far  it  ftretches  to  the  Northward, 
I  cannot  fay  j  though  I  have  no  doubt  of  there  being  a  paffage 
2  through 
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through  to  the  Bay  ofljlands ,  which,  thou  mayeft  remember,  we  look¬ 
ed  for  in  vain  to  the  Weftward  of  Cape  Edgecombe,  when  on  the 
coaft  lad:  year.  Had  the  wind  permitted  us,  to  have  looked  round 
the  South  Eaft  point  of  the  cape,  agreeable  to  our  intention  in  the 
morning  of  the  15th  of  September  laft,  we  without  doubt  fhould 
have  found  our  prefent  harbour.  During  the  greateft  part  of  the 
time  we  lay  here,  the  weather  was  pretty  moderate,  the  mean  of  the 
thermometer  48  deg.  the  wind  generally  light,  and  varying  from. 
South  Eaft  to  South  Weft. 

/ 

, 5 s  . 1  .  v 

The  fhore  here,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  coaft,  abounds 

with  pines  ;  there  is  alfo  greater  quantities  of  the  witch  hazle  here, 
than  we  had  hitherto  met  with.  We  found  various  kinds  of  flow¬ 
ering  trees  and  fhrubs,  amongft  which  were  wild  goofeberries,  cur¬ 
rants,  and  rafberries  ;  wild  parfley  is  found  here  in  great  plenty; 
we  picked  great  quantities  of  it,  and  it  eats  excellently,  either  as  a 
fallad,  or  boiled  amongft  foup.  The  faranne,  or  wild  lilly-root, 
grows  here  in  great  plenty  and  perfection. 

There  are  very  few  wild  geefe  or  ducks  feen  here,  and  thofe  fhy 
and  difficult  of  approach.  Captain  Dixon,  as  I  before  obferved, 
was  frequently  on  fhore  with  his  fowling-piece  ;  but  he  fhot  any 
thing  that  came  in  his  way  indifcriminately,  his  chief  motive  being 
rather  to  fliew  the  Indians  the  effects  of  fire-arms,  than  to  purfue 
game  ;  and  the  event  Ihewed  that  his  intention  was  compleatly  an- 
fwered. 

4 

The  inhabitants  frequently  caught  halibut,  and  we  faw  large 
quantities  of  falmon  frequently  hung  up  on  fhore  to  dry,  but  they 
were  not  very  willing  to  fell  it,  which  fhews,  that  fiili  is  a  princi¬ 
pal  and  favourite  article  of  food  here :  we  indeed  purchafed  a  few 

A  a  .  falmon. 
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falmoii,  but  they  were  of  a  very  inferior  kind  to  thofe  we  met  with 
in  Cook’s  River.  Fifh,  however,  being  the  only  frefh  provifion  in 
our  power  to  obtain,  our  whale-boat  was  frequently  fent  out  with 
fix  hands  to  catch  fill  for  the  flip’s  company ;  they  were  always 
tolerably  fuccefsful,  catching  great  numbers  of  fine  rock-fifli,  and 
fome  hake,  but  very  few  halibut. 

Whether  the  method  of  fifhing  here  is  the  fame  with  that  at 
Port  Mulgrave,  I  cannot  fay,  as  we  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  them  at  that  employment.  There  are  great  quantities  of 
mufcles  in  fome  parts  of  the  found,  together  with  a  few  crabs, 
ftar-fifh,  &c. 

I  endeavoured  to  make  a  calculation  of  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  who  refide  in  the  found,  and  its  environs  5  the  greatefi  num¬ 
ber  I  ever  faw  about  the  flip  at  one  time,  was  175,  including  wo¬ 
men  and  children.  Were  I  to  ef  imate  thefe  at  half  the  number  who 
live  here,  it  would  perhaps  not  be  far  from  the  truth  3  but  flip— 
pofing  an  allowance  to  be  made  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  for 
thofe  who  were  abfent,  engaged  in  hunting,  fifting,  &c.  I  think 
450  people  will  be  the  whole  of  the  natives  found  here,  taking  the 
computation  in  its  utmofi  extent,  and  including  men,  women,  and 
children. 

Thefe  people  in  their  make,  f  tape,  and  features,  are  pretty  much 
the  fame  with  thofe  we  faw  in  Port  Mulgrave  5  their  faces  are  alfo 
painted  with  a  variety  of  colours 3  the  women,  too,  ornament,  or 
rather  difort  rheir  lips  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have  already  de- 
fcribed  3  and  it  ftould  feem,  that  the  female  who  is  ornamented 
with  the  largef  piece  of  wood,  is  generally  mod  refpedled  by  her 
friends,  and  by  the  community  in  general. 


This 
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This  curious  operation  of  cutting  the  under  lip  of  the  females,  1787. 
never  takes  place  during  their  infancy,  but  from  every  obfervation 
I  was  able  to  make,  feems  confined  to  a  peculiar  period  of  life. 

When  the  girls  arrive  to  the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  the  center 
of  the  under  lip,  in  the  thick  part  near  the  mouth,  is  fimply  perfo¬ 
rated,  and  a  piece  of  copper  wire  introduced  to  prevent  the  aper¬ 
ture  from  doling ;  the  aperture  afterwards  is.  lengthened,  from  time 
to  time,  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  mouth,  and  the  wooden  orna¬ 
ments  are  enlarged  in  proportion,  till  they  are  frequently  increafed 
to  three,  or  even  four  inches  in  length,  and  nearly  as  wide,  but  this 
generally  happens,  when  the  matron  is  advanced  in  years,  and  con- 
fequently  the  mufcles  are  relaxed ;  fo  that  pofiibly  old  age  may 
obtain  greater  refpefit  than  this  very  fingular  ornament. 

The  manners  and  difpofition  of  the  people  here,  approach  nearer 
to  thofe  in  Cook’s  River,  and  Prince  William’s  Sound,  than  our 
friends  in  Port  Mulgrave  ;  but  this  may,  perhaps,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  be  accounted  for  from  their  enlarged  fociety,  and  their  con- 
Rant  intercourfe  with  each  other. 

Their  traffic,  and  indeed  all  their  concerns,,  fo  far  as  fell  under 
my  obfervation,  appear  to  be  conducted  with  great  order  and  regu¬ 
larity  ;  they  conflantly  came  along- fide  to  trade  with  us  at  day¬ 
light  in  the  morning,  and  never  failed  to  fpend  more  than  half  an 
hour  in  finging  before  the  traffic  commenced.  The  Chief  of  the 
tribe  has  always  the  entire  management  of  all  the  trade  belonging 
to  his  people,  and  takes  infinite  pains  to  difpofe  of  their  furs  ad- 
vantageoufly,. 

Should  a  different  tribe  come  along-fide  to  trade,  whilfi:  he  is 
trading,  they  wait  with  patience  till  he  has  done,  and  if  in  their 
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opinion  be  has  made  a  good  market,  they  frequently  employ  him 
to  fell  their  ikins :  fometimes,  indeed,  they  are  extremely  jealous  of 
each,  other,  and  ufe  every  precaution  to  prevent  their  neighbours 
•from  o'bferving  what  articles  they  obtain  in  exchange  for  th&r 
commodities. 


About  twelve  o’clock  they  conftaritly  left  the  (hip,  and  went  on 
fhore,  where  they  ftaid  about  an  hour,  which  time,  as  we  had  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  of  obferving,  was  taken  up  in  eating.  This 
evidently  thews,  that  they  have  at  lead  one  fixed  meal  in  the  day, 
and  mat  it  is  legulated  by  the  fun.  They  likewife  frequently  left 
us  about  four  in  the  afternoon  ;  but  this  time  was  not  fo  exadfly 
obferved  as  at  noon.  Towards  the  evening  we  in  general  had  far 
the  greateff  number  of  vifitants  ;  but  by  this  time  the  trade  of  the 
day  was  pretty  well  over,  and  numbers  came  only  by  way  of  relax¬ 
ation,  after  the  fatigue  of  their  various  employments,  though 
lometimes  we  had  excellent  11c ins  brought  us  in  the  evening,  by 
traders  who  had  been  out  during  the  day  amongft  their  neighbours 
in  the  adjacent  harbours. 


it  vVos  one  fine  evening,  when  we  were  fuiTounded  both  by  tra- 
oem  and  people  br  origin  by  curiofity,  that  I  counted  i  y  ^  people,  as 
I  have  before  obferved  ;  and  I  am  pretty  confident,  that  the  con- 
c.ufion  I  diew  fiom  that  eicimate,  will  oe  the  extreme  number  of 


inhabitants  living  in  this  found. 


\  v  hen  the  traffic  of  the  day  is  pretty  well  over,  they  begin  to  ring, 
an-d  never  leave  off  till  the  approach  of  night ;  thus  beginning  and 
ending  the  day  in  i h  j  lame  manner. 


One 
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One  peculiar  cuftom  I  took  notice  of  here,  which  as  yet  we  had 
been  Grangers  to.  The  moment  a  Chief  has  concluded  a  bargain,  he 
repeats  the  word  Coocoo  thrice,  with  quicknefs,  and  is  immediately 
anfwered  by  all  the  people  in  his  canoe  with  the  word  Wkodh ,  pro¬ 
nounced  in  a  tone  of  exclamation,  but  with  greater  or  lefs  energy, 
in  proportion  as  the  bargain  he  has  made  is  approved  of. 

The  cloaths  wore  univerfally  on  the  coaft  are  made  of  ikins 
fewed  together  in  various  forms,  and  which  I  will  endeavour  to 
defcribe  more  particularly  by  and  bye;  I  juft  mention  them  now 
from  a  remarkable  circumftance.  One  of  the  Chiefs  who  came  to 
trade  with  us,  happening  one  day  to  caft  his  eyes  on  a  piece  of 
Sandwich  Ifland  cloth,  which  hung  up  in  the  fhrouds  to  dry,  be¬ 
came  very  importunate  to  have  it  given  him.  The  man  to  whom 
the  cloth  belonged,  parted  with  it  very  willingly,  and  the  Indian 
was  perfectly  overjoyed  with  his  prefent.  After  felling  what  furs 
he  had  brought  with  great  difpatch,  he  immediately  left  us,  and 
paddled  on  fhore,  without  favouring  us  with  a  parting  fong,  as  is 
generally  the  cuftom.  Soon  after  day-light  the  next  morning,  our 
friend  appeared  along- fide,  dreffed  in  a  coat  made  of  the  Sandwich 
Iiland  cloth  given  him  the  day  before,  and  cut  exatftly  in  the  form 
of  their  ikin-coats,  which  greatly  refcmble  a  waggoner’s  frock,  ex¬ 
cept  the  collar  and  wrift-bands.  The  Indian  was  more  proud  of 
his  new  acquired  drefs  than  ever  London  beau  was  of  a  birth-day 
fuit,  and  we  were  greatly  pleafed  with  this  proof  of  thefe  peoples 
ingenuity  and  difpatch  5  the  coat  fitted  exceedingly  well ;  the  feams 
were  fewed  with  all  the  ftrength  the  cloth  would  admit  of,  and  with 
a  degree  of  neatnefs  equal  to  that  of  an  Engtifh  mantua-makcr. 

I  was  one  day  endeavouring  to  get  the  meaning  of  fortre  words  in 
their  language  from  one  of  the  Chiefs,  and  on  pointing  to  the  Sun, 

he 
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he  took  great  pains  to  make  me  underftand,  that  notwithstanding 
our  apparent  fuperiority  in  poftefling  various  ufeful  articles,  which 
they  did  not,  yet  that  our  origin  was  the  fame  with  their’s,  that 
they  came  from  above  as  well  as  we,  and  that  the  Sun  animated 
and  kept  alive  every  creature  in  the  univerfe.  Thefe  notions  of 
the  Chief  immediately  brought  to  my  recolledtion  thofe  beautiful 
lines  of  Pope,  in  his  Elfay  on  Man. 

“  Lo !  the  poor  Indian  whofe  untutor’d  mind, 
sc  Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  hearS'him  in  the  wind, 

4C  His  foul,  proud  fcience  never  taught  to  dray, 

“  Far  as  the  folar  walk  or  milky  way, 

“  Yet  fimple  nature  to  his  hope  has  giv’n 
“  Behind  the  cloud-topt  hill  an  humble  Heav’n  ; 

“  Some  fafer  world  in  depth  of  woods  embrac’d, 

<c  Some  happier  ifland  in  the  watry  wade, 
u  Where  flaves  once  more  their  native  land  behold, 
a  No  fiends  torment,  no  Chriftians  third  for  gold. 
li  To  be ,  contents  his  natural  defire, 

“  He  afks  no  angel’s  wing,  no  feraph’s  fire, 

“  But  thinks  admitted  to  that  equal  (ky, 
u  His  faithful  dog  (hall  bear  him  company.” 


The  Indians  here  alluded  to  by  Pope,  are  undoubtedly  thofe  of 
South  America  ;  yet  many  of  thefe  lines  are  applicable  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  on  this  fide  of  the  continent.  The  man  I  have  juft  been  fpeaking 
of  had,  no  doubt,  fome  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being  ;  and  if  we  admit 
the  probability  of  their  morning  and  evening  fongs  being  intended 
as  a  kind  of  adoration  to  that  Supreme  Being,  it  will  ferve  to  give 
us  no  very  inadequate  idea  of  their  religion. 

The  canoes  here  are  conftru&ed  in  much  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  at  Port  Mulgrave ;  but  the  large  ones  are  finifhed  in  a  more 

com- 
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compleat  and  workman-like  manner,  and  hold  from  fixteen  to  1787. 

r  June. 

twenty  people.  v — ■ «v — j 

Befides  their  ordinary  drefs,  the  natives  at  this  place  have  a  pecu¬ 
liar  kind  of  cloaks  made  purpofely  to  defend  them  from  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather.  I  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  them  , 
minutely,  but  they  appear  to  be  made  of  reeds  fewed  very  clofely 
together,  and  I  was  told  by  one  of  our  gentlemen  who  was  with 
Captain  Cook  during  his  lad  Voyage,  that  they  are  exadlly  the  fame 
with  thofe  wore  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand. 

In  regard  to  the  language  here,  I  have  fome  reafon  to  think  it  is 
nearly  the  fame  with  that  at  Port  Mulgrave  ;  however,  as  it  may 
perhaps  be  in  my  power  to  obtain  fome  further  information  re- 
fpedfing  this  article  before  we  leave  the  coafl,  I  will  refame  the  fub- 
je£t  at  a  future  opportunity. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  our  trade  feemed  nearly  over  by 
the  2 iff  June,  and  we  perceived  on  the  22d  the  natives  were  drip¬ 
ped  of  every  thing  worth  carrying  away,  fo  that  it  was  determined 
to  leave  this  place  the  firft  fair  wind. 

Our  fuccefs  at  this  place,  if  it  did  not  anfwer  our  mod:  fanguine 
expectations,  was  neverthelefs  by  far  the  mod  encouraging  we  had 
hitherto  met  with.  We  purchafed  about  two  hundred  excellent 
fea  otter  fkins,  a  good  quantity  of  inferior  pieces  of  fea  otter,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  large  parcel  of  indifferent  pieces  and  dips  j  about  one 
hundred  good  feals,  and  a  great  number  of  fine  beaver  tails. 

The  various  articles  ufed  by  us  in  barter,  I  have  already  fpeci- 

ded ;  as  alfo  the  different  degrees  of  edimation  they  are  held  in ; 

iron, 
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jure'  ir°nj  however>  may  ju%  be  reckoned  the  ftaple  commodity,  every 
C-Xj  thing  elfe  depending,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  fancy  and  caprice. 
Seals  aRb  beaver  tails  we  brought  to  a  regular  ftandard  price,  a 
ring  being  uniformly  given  for  a  tail  or  a  feal-fkin  5  fo  that  that 
part  of  our  traffic  was  quickly  difpatched. 

\  v  e  now  wait  only  for  a  fair  wind  to  carry  us  from  this  place. 
Fluffied  with  our  late  fuccefs,  we  are  willing  to  hope,  that  the  coafl 
will  yet  afford  us  things  of  far  greater  confequence.  Be  this  as  it 

may,  thou  mayeft  expea  at  every  opportunity  to  hear  from  thine 
ever, 

XT  C  .  W.  B. 

Norfolk  Sound,  ? 

24th  June.  i 
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EARLY  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  June,  a  light  Wefterly 
breeze  fpringing  up,  we  unmoored,  and  at  fix  o’clock  weighed 
anchor,  and  made  fail.  On  getting  in  our  fmall  bower,  we  found 
about  twenty  fathom  of  the  cable  cut  by  the  rocks,  and  being  unfit 
for  fervice,  it  was  condemned. 

At  noon,  Cape  Edgcombe  bore  North  65  deg.  Weft,  about  three 
miles  diftant  from  fliore,  and  our  meridian  altitude  gave  56  deg. 
48  min.  North  latitude.  Captain  Dixon’s  intention  was  to  keep 

well 
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well  in  with  the  land  all  along  the  coaR,  in  order  to  examine  every  1787. 
place  where  there  was  a  probability  of  finding  inhabitants.  In  the  ,  , 

afternoon  the  breeze  freihened,  and  at  fix  o’clock  we  faw  a  fine  en- 
trance,  bearing  Eafl  North  EaR,  on  which  we  fhortened  fail,  and 
flood  in  for  it.  On  our  approaching  nearer  in  with  the  land,  the 
channel  a- head  had  the  appearance  of  a  river  from  the  North  ;  but 
the  tide  letting  flrongly  out  of  it,  and  the  wind  fhifting  to  the 
Northward,  we  flood  into  a  line  harbour,  which  now  opened  to 
the  South  Eafl.  At  the  entrance  we  had  foundings  from  fifty  to 
fixty  fathom  water,  over  a  rocky  bottom  ;  but  as  we  advanced  far¬ 
ther  in,  the  foundings  leffened  to  twenty-one  fathom,  with  mud, 
on  which  we  came  to  an  anchor,  being  compleatly  land-locked,  and 
within  mufquet  fhot  of  the  fhore,  both  to  the  Southward  and 
Northward. 

Though  this  appeared  a  mofl  eligible  fpot  for  the  natives  to  take 
up  their  abode  in,  yet  no  people  were  to  be  feen.  On  this,  a  four 
pounder  was  fired  in  the  evening,  in  order  to  excite  the  curiofity  of 
the  inhabitants,  if  there  fhould  be  anv  within  hearing, 

j  CD 

The  morning  of  the  24th  was  very  fine,  but  no  Indians  to  be 
feen,  on  which  the  whale-boat  was  hoifledout,  and  Captain  Dixon 
went  in  her  to  look  for  inhabitants,  in  the  adjacent  creeks  and  har¬ 
bours.  A  paffage  up  a  corner  of  the  bay,  to  the  Eaflward  of  our 
Ration,  was  the  place  which  firR  engaged  his  attention :  he  re¬ 
turned  from  thence  about  twelve  o’clock,  but  without  fuccefs. 

The  creek  run  a  confiderable  diRance  in  land,  and  terminated  at 
the  foot  of  a  mountain,  from  whence  it  received  a  copious  Ripply 
of  frefh  water,  occafioned  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  melting  the  Riow 
on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  which  now  had  Rich  power  as  to 
fupply  a  conRant  rivulet. 

B  b 
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Near  this  place  were  the  veftiges  of  an  Indian  hut,  which  feemed 
to  have  been  recently  taken  away,  and  probably  had  been  the  tem¬ 
porary  habitation  of  fome  hunting  party.  Various  kinds  of  flow¬ 
ers  and  flowering  flirubs,  were  fpringing  up  in  the  valley  near  the 
rivulet;,  and  though  ho  inhabitants  were  found  here,  yet  the  place 
feems  peculiarly  eligible  for  a  fummer  refidence,  and  more  fo,  as 
there  is  a  probability  of  meeting  with  plenty  of  fine  falmon  ;  fo 
that  I  have  little  doubt  of  its  being  conilantly  frequented  by  the 
natives,  farther  on  in  the  feafon. 


After  dinner,  Captain  Dixon  went  to  examine  the  paffage  to  the 
Northward.  The  afternoon  being  very  fine,  our  furs  were  got  upon 
deck,  and  fpread  out  to  air  5  they  had  not  received  the  leaft  damage 
by  being  packed  in  puncheons  5  fome  of  the  inferior  ones  were 
grown  mouldy,  but  that,  when  dry,  was  eafily  rubbed  off.  Cap¬ 
tain  Dixon  not  returning  when  the  evening  came. on,  we  began  to 
feel  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  for  his  fafety,  though  he  had  feven  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  boat  well  armed  ;  however,  about  eleven  o’clock  we  were 
relieved  from  our  fears  by  the  boat’s  return ;  they  had  not  met 
with  the  lead  veftige  of  any  inhabitants,  though  they  had  been  at 
leaf!  fix  leagues  diftant  from  the  veffel. 

1  , 

Several  of  our  powder-barrels  being  unhooped,  and  the  powder 
grown  wet  and  damp,  tills  harbour  was  judged  a  moil  eligible  fpot 
to  dry  the  powder,  and  get  the  barrels  repaired,  efpecially  as  the 
weather  was  remarkably  clear  and  ferene  ;  fo  at  eight  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  25th,  the  gunner  took  the  powder  on  fhore,  and  the 
cooper  was  lent  to  repair  the  calks.  In  the  mean  time,  Captain 
Dixon  went  in  the  boat  to  examine  about  the  entrance  into  this 
harbour,  as  we  had  taken  notice,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  of 
fome  inlets  to  the  Southward  and  W eftward.  The  day  proved 
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remarkably  fine.  The  powder  was  got  into  very  good  order,  and 
brought  on  board  early  in  the  afternoon.  The  carpenters  were  on 
Fiore,  and  cut  a  top -mail,  and  feme  fpars  for  various  ufes. 

im  .....  '  / 

About  feven  o’clock  Captain  Dixon  returned,  having  met  with 
no  better  fuccefs  than  before ;  he  had  been  in  feveral  bays  at  a  con- 
fiderable  didance  from  the  harbour,  but  could  not  perceive  the 
lead  traces  of  people  or  habitations. 

'  1  ^ 

This  harbour  is  fituated  in  56 deg.  35  min.  North  latitude;  and 
1 3  5  deg.  Weil  longitude  :  it  obtained  the  name  of  Port  Banks,  in 
honour  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks.  The  profpeft  at  Port  Banks,  though 
rather  confined,  yet  has  fomething  in  it  more  pleating  and  romantic 
than  any  we  had  feen  on  the  coafl.  The  land  to  the  Northward 
and  Southward  rifes  to  an  elevation  fufficient  to  convey  every  idea 
of  winter  ;  and  though  its  hides  are  perpetually  covered  with  fnow, 
yet  the  numerous  pines  which  ever  and  anon  pop  cut  their  bufhy 
heads,  entirely  dived  it  of  that  dreary  and  horrific  cad  with  the 
barren  mountains  to  the  North  Wed  of  Cooks  River,  io  the 
Eadward,  the  land  is  confiderably  lower,  and  the  pines  appear  to 
grow  in  the  mod  regular  and  exabl  order  :  thefe,  together  with  the 
brufh-wood  and  fhrubs  on  the  furrounding  beaches,  form  a  mod 
beautiful  contrad  to  the  higher  land,  and  render  the  appearance  of 
the  whole  truly  pleafing  and  delightful. 

As  ourdaying  here  any  longer  was  only  a  needlefs  wade  of  time, 
at  half  pad  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  we  weighed 
anchor,  and,  it  being  calm,  fent  the  boats  a-head  to  tow  the  veflel 
out  of  the  bay.  The  weather  had  been  very  fine  during  the  fhort 
time  we  lay  here,  and  generally  calm  ;  the  mean  of  the  thermome¬ 
ter  50  deg. 

B  b  2  About 
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About  ten  o’clock  we  were  got  well  Into  the  entrance  we  came  in 
by,  but  the  wind  fet  right  in,  with  a  thick  fog,  fo  that  we  were 
obliged  to  make  feveral  boards  before  we  could  get  clear  of  the 
land.  Our  meridian  altitude  gave  56  deg.  30  min.  North  latitude  ; 
and  the  longitude  was  135  deg.  35  min.  Weft. 

The  afternoon'  and  evening  continuing  foggy,  we  flood  to  the 
Southward  during  the  night,  and  at  day-light  in  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  flood  again  to  the  Eaftward.  At  eleven  in  the  forenoon, 
the  day  being  tolerably  clear,  we  faw  land,  which  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  two  rocky  iflands,  bearing  North  Eaft,  on  which  we  fteered 
direflly  for  them.  At  noon  the  land  in  fight  bore  from  North 
18  deg.  Eaft,  to  North  50  deg.  E)aft,  four  miles  diftant.  Oar  la¬ 
titude  was  55  deg.  52  min.  North}  and  our  longitude  134  deg. 
54  min.  Weft. 

On  our  approaching  ftill  nearer  the  land,  there  was  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  fine  bay,  the  furtheft  point  to  the  Eaftward  bearing 
North  35  deg.  Eaft;  and  the  Weftermoft  point,  which  was  very 
rocky,  North  45  deg.  Weft,  two  miles  diftant. 

At  three  o’clock  the  whale-boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  Mr.  Tur¬ 
ner  fent  to  found  the  entrance  into  the  bay,  and  look  fora  harbour. 
He  returned  at  five  o’clock,  and  reported,  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  bay  was  ftioal  water,  and  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
meeting  with  a  convenient  birth  to  anchor  in. 

At  fix  o’clock  the  weather  turned  hazy,  with  frequent  fqualls, 
which  caufed  us  to  double  reef  the  top-fails,  and  haul  by  the  wind 
to  the  Southward.  At  eight  o’clock  the  land  bore  from  North  60 
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deg.  Eaft  to  Weft;  and  the  extremes  of  a  large  ifland  from  North 
6  deg.  Eaft,  to  North  26  deg.  Weft. 

The  weather  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  was  thick  and  hazy, 
attended  with  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  Weft  ward.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  forenoon,  we  faw  land  to  the  Northward  and  Weftward,  about 
four  miles  diftant ;  but  the  weather  ftill  continued  fo  very  hazy, 
that  it  was  by  no  means  prudent  to  ftand  clofe  in  with  it. 

About  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  day  clearing  up,  we  had  a  good 
view  of  the  land,  the  extremes  of  which  bore  from  North  12  deg. 
Eaft  to  South  65  deg.  Eaft,  and  an  opening,  which  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  deep  bay,  North  47  deg.  Eaft,  about  three  leagues  diftant. 

We  fleered  diredlly  for  this  bay,  expedling  to  find  a  harbour, 
but  on  approaching  quite  clofe  to  the  land,  we  found  it  a  ftraight 
bold  fhore,  without  the  leaft  fhelter.  The  Northermoft  point  is  a 
remarkably  high  barren  rock,  and  was  covered  with  an  innume¬ 
rable  quantity  of  various  kinds  of  birds. 

During  the  night,  and  the  forenoon  of  the  29th,  we  plied  occa- 
fionally,  the  weather  being  thick  and  hazy.  Our  latitude  at  noon, 
was  55  deg.  18  min.  North ;  and  the  longitude  134  deg.  56  min. 
Weft.  At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  a  fight  of  the 
land,  the  extremes  of  which  bore  from  North  Weft  to  South  Eaft 
by  Eaft. 

During  the  night,  and  the  forenoon  of  the  30th,  we  had  light 
variable  winds,  the  weather  ftill  thick  and  hazy,  which  cccafioned 
ns  to  make  frequent  boards,  always  endeavouring  to  keep  as  near 
the  coaft  as  was  confiftent  with  prudence.  At  noon  we  faw  land 


A 

-Tl 


V  O  Y  A  G  E  TO  THE 


to  the  Northward  and  E  ail  ward,  about  four  leagues  diftant ;  our 
meridian  altitude  gave  55  deg.  13  min.  North  latitude.  We  faw 
the  appearance  of  an  inlet,  bearing  North  58  deg.  Eaft  ;  but  light 
variable  winds  prevent ed  us  from  making  ang  great  progrefs  to¬ 
wards  it  5  however,  a  frefh  Weilerly  breeze  fpringing  up  at  rive 
o’clock,  we  were  enabled  to  hand  right  in  for  thepaffage  ;  but  this 
was  of  fhort  continuance,  the  breeze  foon  dying  away,  and  Was 
fucceeded  with,  light  winds,  in  aim  oil  every  direction. 


At  eight  o’clock  we  law%l  ifiandto  the  Northward,  which  bore 
from  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  to  Eaft  by  North,  about  four  leagues 
diftant  -y  the  weather  during  the  night  was  moderate  and  hazy. 


Atfeven  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1  ft  of  July,  having  a  frefh 
Wefterly  breeze,  we  ftretched  to  the  South  Eaft,  the  land  in  fight 
bearing  from  North  22  deg.  Weft,  to  South  Eaft  half  Eaft,  and 
the  body  of  an  iiland  feen  the  preceding  evening,  North  30  deg. 
Eaft,  fix  miles  diftant.  At  noon,  we  faw  a  deep  bay,  which  bore 
North  Eaft  by  Eaft  3  the  extreme  point  to  the  Northward  North 
Eaft  by  North  ;  and  the  Eaftermoft  land  South  Eaft,  about  feveu 
leagues  diftant.  Our  latitude  was  54  deg.  22  min.  North  5  and 
the  longitude  133  deg.  50  nun.  Weft. 

During  the  afternoon,  we  had  light  variable  winds,  on  which 
we  flood  to  the  Northward,  for  fear  we  fhould  get  to  leeward  of 
the  bay  in  fight,  and  we  were  determined  to  make  it  if  poftible,  as 
there  was  every  probability  of  meeting  with  inhabitants. 


During  the  night  we  had  light  variable  airs  in  every  direction, 
together  with  a  heavy  fvvell  from  the  South  Weft;  fo  that  in  the 
morning  of  the  2d,  we  found  our  every  effort  to  reach  the  bay  in- 
/  „  effectual ; 
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effectual ;  however,  a  moderate  breeze  fp ringing  up  at  North  Eaft, 
we  Rood  in  f  or  the  land  ciofe  by  the  wind  with  our  ftar board  tacks 
on  board.  At  feven  o  clock,  to  ourvely  great  joy,  we  faw  feveral 
canoes  full  of  Indians,  who  appeared  to  have  been  out  at  fea, 
making  towards  us.  On  their  coming  up  with  the  veffel,  we 
found  them  to  be  a  fiftiing  party  ;  but  fome  of  them  wore  excel¬ 
lent  beaver  cloaks,  the  fight  of  which—— but  at  prefent  I  muff  lay 
down  my  pen,  with  a  promife  to  refume  it  foon.  Thine  afluredly^ 
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Charlotte’s  Islands, 
July  4th. 


W.  B. 
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I  DOUBT  not  but  thou  haft  cenfured  me  in  cc  good,  fet,  holi¬ 
day  terms,”  for  the  abrupt  conchifion  of  my  laft,  at  a  time 
when  we  were  becoming  the  favourites  of  fortune  5  but  I  hope  now 
to  make  thee  ample  amends  for  this  hiatus,  by  an  account  of  the 
fuccefs  we  have  met  with,  and  which  equals  our  moft  fanguine 
expectations. 

The  Indians  we  fell  in  with  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July, 
did  not  feem  inclined  to  difpofe  of  their  cloaks,  though  we  endea¬ 
voured  to  tempt  them  by  exhibiting  various  articles  of  trade,  fuch 
as  toes,  hatchets,  adzes,  howels,  tin  kettles,  pans,  &c.  their  atten¬ 
tion  feemed  entirely  taken  up  with  viewing  the  veftel,  which  they 
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7.  apparently  did  with  marks  of  wonder  and  furprize.  This  we  looked 
^  on  as  a  good  omen,  and  the  event  (hewed,  that  for  once  we  were 
not  miflaken. 


After  their  curiofity,  in  fonle  meafure,  fubfided,  they  began  to 
trade,  and  we  prefently  bought  what  cloaks  and  (kins  they  had  got, 
in  exchange  for  toes,  which  they  feemed  to  like  very  much. 


They  made  figns  for  11s  to  go  in  towards  the  fliore,  and  gave  us 
to  underfland,  that  we  fhould  find  more  inhabitants,  and  plenty  of 

furs. 

By  ten  o’clock  we  were  within  a  mile  of  the  fliore,  and  faw  the 
village  where  thefe  Indians  dwelt  right  a-breafl  of  us  :  it  confifled 
of  about  fix  huts,  which  appeared  to  be  built  in  a  more  regular 
form  than  any  we  had  yet  feen,  and  the  fituation  very  pleafant,  but 
the  fliore  was  rocky,  and  afforded  no  place  for  us  to  anchor  in, 
A  bay  now  opened  to  the  Eaflward,  on  which  we  hauled  by  the 
wind,  which  blew  pretty  frdh  from  the  Northward  and  Eaflward, 
and  fleered  diredlly  for  it.  During  this  time,  feveral  of  the  people 
whom  we  traded  with  in  the  morning,  had  been  on  fliore,  probably 
to  drew  their  newly  acquired  bargains ;  but  on  feeing  us  fleer  for 
the  bay,  they  prefently  pullied  after  us,  joined  by  feveral  other 
canoes. 


As  we  advanced  up  the  bay,  there  appeared  to  be  an  excellent 
harbour,  well  land-locked,  about  a  league  a-head  •  we  had  found¬ 
ings  from  ten  to  twenty-five  fathom  water,  over  a  rocky  bottom, 
but  unluckily,  the  harbour  trended  right  in  the  wind,  and  at  one 
O’clock  the  tide  fet  fo  flrongly  againfl  us,  that  we  found  it  impoffi- 
ble  to  make  the  harbour,  as  we  loll  ground  every  board,  011  which 
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we  hove  the  main  top-fail  to  the  mail,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  1787. 
Indians.  July- 

A  fcene  now  commenced,  which  abfolutely  beggars  all  defcrip- 
tion,  and  with  which  we  were  fo  overjoyed,  that  we  could  fcarcely 
believe  the  evidence  of  our  fenfes.  There  were  ten  canoes  about  the 
fhip,  which  contained,  as  nearly  as  I  could  eftimate,  120  people; 
many  of  thefe  brought  moft  beautiful  beaver  cloaks  ;  others  excel¬ 
lent  Ikins,  and,  in  fhort,  none  came  empty  handed,  and  the  rapi¬ 
dity  with  which  they  fold  them,  was  a  circumftance  additionally 
pleafmg ;  they  fairly  quarrelled  with  each  other  about  which 
fhould  fell  his  cloak  firft ;  and  fome  adlually  threw  their  furs  on 
board,  if  nobody  was  at  hand  to  receive  them ;  but  we  took  parti¬ 
cular  care  to  let  none  go  from  the  veffel  unpaid.  Toes  were  almoft 
the  only  article  we  bartered  with  on  this  occafion,  and  indeed  they 
were  taken  fo  very  eagerly,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  occafion  to 
offer  any  thing  elfe.  In  lefs  than  half  an  hour  we  purchafed  near 
300  beaver  ikins,  of  an  excellent  quality ;  a  circumftance  which 
greatly  raifed  our  fpirits,  and  the  more,  as  both  the  plenty  of  fine 
furs,  and  the  avidity  of  the  natives  in  parting  with  them,  were  con¬ 
vincing  proofs,  that  no  traffic  whatever  had  recently  been  carried 
on  near  this  place,  and  confequently  we  might  expert  a  continu¬ 
ation  of  this  plentiful  commerce.  That  thou  mayeft  form  fome 
idea  of  the  cloaks  we  purchafed  here,  I  fhall  juft  obferve,  that  they 
generally  contain  three  good  fea  otter  fkins,  one  of  which  is  cut  in 
two  pieces,  afterwards  they  are  neatly  fewed  together,  fo  as  to  form 
a  fquare,  and  are  loofely  tied  about  the  fhoulders  with  fmall  lea¬ 
ther  firings  faftened  on  each  fide. 

/ 

At  three  o’clock,  our  trade  being  entirely  over,  and  the  wind  ftill 
againft  us,  we  made  fail,  and  flood  out  of  the  bay,  intending  to 
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1787. 

JuJy- 


try  again  for  the  harbour  in  the  morning.  At  eight  o’clock  the 
points  of  the  bay  we  had  lately  left,  bore  from  North  19  deg.  Eaft: 
to  Baft,  about  three  leagues  diftant.  During  the  night  we  ftretch- 
ed  to  the  Southward  and  Weftward,  plying  as  occafion  required. 


In  the  morning  of  the  3d,  we  had  a  frefh.  Eafterly  breeze,  and 
fqually  weather,  with  rain  5  but  as  we  approached  the  land,  it 
grew  calm  3  and  at  ten  o’clock,  being  not  more  than  a  mile  diftant 
from  fliore,  the  tide  fet  us  ftrongly  on  a  rocky  point  to  the  North¬ 
ward  of  the  bay,  on  which  the  whale-boat  and  yawl  were  hoifted 
out  and  Sent  a-hegd,  to  tow  the  veflel  clear  of  the  rocks. 

Several  canoes  came  along-fide,  but  we  knew  them  to  be  our 
friends  whom  we  had  traded  with  the  day  before,  and  found  that 
they  were  ftripped  of  every  tiring  worth  purchafmg,  which  mads 
us  lets  anxious  of  getting  into  our  propofed  harbour,  as  there  was 
a  greater  probability  of  our  meeting  with  frefh  fupplies  of  furs  to 
the  Eaftward.  At  three  o’clock  a  frefh  breeze  fpringing  up,  we 
hoifted  in  the  boats,  and  the  weather  turning  hazy,  we  ftretched  to 
the  South  Weft,  tacking  occasionally  during  the  night.  . 

In  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  land  in  fight  bore  from  North  7  <7 
deg.  Eaft  to  South  48  deg.  Eaft,  about  four  leagues  diftant.  At 
noon  the  head  of  the  bay  we  firft  made,  and  which  I  Shall  diftin- 
guilh  by  the  name  of  Cloak  Bay ,  bore  nearly  Eaft,  about  four  leagues 
diftant.  Our  meridian  alitude  gave  54  deg.  14  min.  North  lati¬ 
tude  5  and  the  longitude  was  133  deg.  23  min.  Weft.  We  found 
the  variation  of  the  compafs  to  be  24  cleg.  28  min.  Eafterly. 

During  the  afternoon  we  had  a  frefh  Northerly  breeze,  at}d 
cloudy  weather.  At  three  o’clock  we  fay  a  bay  to  the  Eaftward, 
2  on 


NORTH-WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA, 


on  which  wc  hauled  on  a  wind,  and  Rood  towards  it 3  but  finding 
no  appearance  of  a  harbour,  nor  any  fign  of  inhabitants,  when  at 
two  miles  difiance  from  the  land,  we  bore  away  to  the  Southward. 
At  eight  o’clock  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  Weft  ward  3  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  the  land  at  that  time  bore  from  North  to  South  48  deg, 
Eaft,  about  four  miles  diftant  from  fliore.  , 

During  the  night  we  had  light  baffling  winds,  with  intervening 
calms  3  but  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  a  breeze  fprung  up  from 
the  North  Weft.  During  the  forenoon  we  flood  in  for  the  fliore, 
making  occafional  boards,  in  order  that  we  might  lofe  as  little 
ground  as  poffible.  At  noon  the  land  in  fight  bore  from  South 
58  deg.  Eaft  to  North  1 1  deg.  Weft,  diftance  from  fliore  about 
three  miles.  Our  meridian  altitude  gave  53  deg.  48  min.  North 
latitude.  In  the  afternoon  feveral  canoes  came  along-fide,  bring¬ 
ing  a  number  of  good  cloaks,  which  they  difpofed  of  very  eagerly  3 
but  trade  feemed  now  to  have  taken  a  different  turn  3  brafs  pans, 
pewter  bafons,  and  tin  kettles,  being  the  articles  moft  efteemed  by 
thefe  people. 

The  wind  continuing  Ready  at  North  Weft,  Captain  Dixon 
judged  it  more  advantageous  for  us  to  ply  along  fliore,  as  circum- 
Ranees  required,  than  come  to  anchor,  efpecially  as  we  had  every 
reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  natives  did  not  live  together  in  one 
focial  community,  but  veere  fcattered  about  in  different  tribes,  and 
probably  at  enmity  with  each  other.  At  eight  o’clock  the  extremes 
of  the  land  in  fight  bore  from  North  20  deg.  Weft  to  South  60 
deg.  Eaft,  and  a  kind  of  inlet  or  bay  North  70  deg.  Eaft  3  four 
miles  diftant  from  fliore. 
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1787.  The  Indians  did  not  leave  us  till  evening  came  on,  and  gave  us 
to  underhand,  that  they  would  return  in  the  morning  with  more 
furs. 

During  the  night,  the  weather  was  moderate,  with  a  Heady 
North  Wefterly  breeze  ;  fo  that  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  we  were 
well  in  with  the  land.  In  the  forenoon  our  new  friends  returned, 
according  to  their  promife,  with  fome  excellent  fea  otter  cloaks, 
which  they  difpofed  of  with  the  fame  facility  as  before.  Our  lati¬ 
tude  at  noon  was  53  deg.  34  min.  North  j  the  extremes  of  the 
land  bore  from  South  58  deg.  Eaft  to  North  25  deg.  Weft. 
The  breeze  frefhening,  we  hove  to  in  order  to  give  the  Indians  a 
better  opportunity  of  trading,  and  by  two  o’clock  we  had  entirely 
ftripped  them. 

Thefe  people  were  evidently  a  different  tribe  from  that  we  met 
with  in  Cloak  Bay,  and  not  fo  numerous  ;  I  could  not  reckon  up 
more  than  feventy-five  or  eighty  perfons  along-fide  at  one  time. 
The  furs  in  each  canoe  feemed  to  be  a  diftindl  property,  and  the 
people  were  particularly  careful  to  prevent  their  neighbours  from 
feeing  what  articles  they  bartered  for.  Soon  after  two  o’clock  the 
Indians  left  us  ;  on  which  we  made  fail,  and  ftood  along  fhore,  tackr 
ing  as  occafion  required. 

Since  the  2d,  we  had  coafted  along  fhore  more  than  thirty  miles, 
and  now  meeting  with  a  frefh  tribe  of  Indians,  we  were  convinced 
that  this  plan  was  attended  with  better  and  fpeedier  fuccefs  than 
our  laying  at  anchor  could  polffbly  be.  At  eight  o’clock  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  the  land  in  fight  bore  from  North  10  deg.  Eaft  to  South 
75  deg.  Eaft  5  our  diftance  from  fhore  about  fix  miles.  The  wea¬ 
ther 
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ther  during  the  night  was  moderate,  and  we  plied  to  the  South- 
waid  and  Weftward,  making  boards  as  occafion  required. 

^  In  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  Rood  in  for  the  land,  and  at  ten 
o’clock,  feeing  a  deep  bay  which  bore  North  North  Weft,  we  hauled 
on  a  wind,  and  fleered  diredlly  for  it,  thinking  it  probably  might 
be  inhabited  ;  but  on  approaching  well  in  with  the  land,  there  was 
no  appearance  of  a  harbour,  or  any  inhabitants,  on  which  we  bore 
away  to  the  Southward.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  the  land  bore 
from  South  Eaft  to  North  60  deg.  Weft,  four  miles  diftant  from 
ftiore.  The  latitude  53  deg.  16  min.  and  longitude  133  deg.  10 
min.  Weft. 

About  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  clofe  in  fhore,  we  faw 
feveral  canoes  puttjng  off,  on  which  we  fhortened  fail,  and  lay  to 
for  them,  as  the  wind  blew  pretty  frefh.  The  place  thefe  people 
came  from  had  a  very  fmgular  appearance,  and  on  examining  it 
nai lowly,  we  plainly  perceived  that  they  lived  in  a  very  large  hut, 
built  on  a  fmall  ifland,  and  well  fortified  after  the  manner  of  an 

hippah,  on  which  account  we  diftinguifhed  this  place  by  the  name 
of  Hippah  Ifland . 

The  tribe  who  inhabit  this  hippah,  feem  well  defended  by  na¬ 
ture  from  any  fudden  affault  of  their  enemies  ;  for  the  afcent  to  it 
from  the  beach  is  fteep,  and  difficult  of  accefs  ;  and  the  other  fides 
are  well  barricadoed  with  pines  and  brufh-wood  ;  notwithftanding 
which,  they  have  been  at  infinite  pains  in  raffing  additional  fences 
of  rails  and  boards  ;  fo  that  I  fhould  think  they  cannot  fail  to  repel 
any  tribe  that  fhould  dare  to  attack  their  fortification. 
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A  number  of  circumftances  had  occurred,  fince  our  firif  trade  in 
,  Cloak  Bay,  which  convinced  us,  that  the  natives  at  this  place  were 
of  a  more  favage  difpofition,  and  had  lefs  intercourfe  with  each 
other,  than  any  Indians  we  had  met  with  on  the  coaft,  and  we  be¬ 
gan  to  fufpect  that  they  were  cannibals  in  fome  degree.  Captain. 
Dixon  no  fooner  faw  the  fortified  hut  juft  mentioned,  than  this 
fufpicion  was  ftrengthened,  as  it  was,  he  laid,  built  exactly  on  the 
plan  of  the  hippah  of  the  favages  at  New  Zealand.  The  people, 
on  coming  along-fide,  traded  very  quietly,  and  ftrongly  importuned 
us  by  figns,  to  come  on  fhore ;  at  the  fame  time  giving  us  to  un- 
derftand  (pointing  towards  the  Eaft)  that  if  we  vifitedthat  part  of 
the  coaft,  the  inhabitants  there  would  cut  off  our  heads.  This  was 
an  unqueftionable  proof,  that  they  were  at  variance  with  their 
neighbours,  and  their  hoftile  appearance  fufficiently  confirmed  it, 
being  well  armed  with  knives  and  fpears. 


I  am  not  fond  of  hazarding  conjedlures ,  yet  T  cannot  help  remark¬ 
ing,  that  though  the  behaviour  of  thefe  people  was  harmlefs  and 
inoffenfive,  yet  their  attempt  to  perfuade  us  to  go  on  lliore,  is  an 
additional  proof  in  favour  of  our  fufpicion  ;  they  certainly  wanted 
to  decoy  us  to  the  hippah,  and  there,  no  doubt,  we  fhould  have 
been  inftantly  butchered. 

W e  purchafed  a  number  of  excellent  cloaks,  and  fome  good  fkins 
from  thefe  Indians,  for  which  we  gave  a  variety  of  articles,  fome 
chilling  toes,  and  others  pewter  bafons,  tin  kettles,  knives,  &c. 
This  tribe  appeared  the  leaft  we  had  yet  feen  5  I  could  not  reckon 
more  than  thirty-four  or  thirty-fix  people  in  the  whole  party  5  but 
then  it  ftiould  be  confidered,  that  thefe  were  probably  chofen  men, 
who  perhaps  expe6fed  to  meet  with  their  enemies,  as  they  were 
equally  prepared  for  war  or  trade. 

Having 
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Having  purchafed  every  thing  thefe  favages  had  to  difpofe  of, 
and  no  more  canoes  coming  near  us,  at  eight  o’clock  we  made  fail. 
The  extremes  of  the  land  in  light  bore  from  Fall  South  Eaft  to 
North  Weft  by  North  ;  diftance  from  fhore  about  leven  miles. 

During  the  night  we  Hood  off  and  on,  with  the  wind  at  North 
Weft,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we  flood  in  for  the  land;  at 
eight  o'clock,  feeing  fome  canoes  coming  from  fhore,  we  lay  to,  in- 
order  to  trade  with  them.  On  their  corning  along- fide,  we  found 
them  to  be  our  friends  from  Hippah  Ifland ;  but  what  furs  they 
now  brought  were  of  an  inferior  kind,  they  having  fold  us  their 
prime  fkins  the  preceding  afternoon.  By  ten  o’clock,  the  Indians 
being  entirely  ftripped,  left  us  ;  on  which  we  made  fail.  Our  ob- 
fervation  at  noon  gave  53  deg.  2  min.  North  latitude.  Hippah 
Ifland  bore  North  28  deg.  Weft;  a  little  ifland  North  11  deg. 
Weft,  and  the  Southermoft  land  in  light  South  68  deg.  Eaft ;  the 
neareft  fhore  about  three  leagues  diftant. 

During  the  afternoon  we  kept  clofe  in  with  the  land,  tacking" 
occafionally,  but  no  canoes  came  near  us.  At  eight  o’clock,  Hip¬ 
pah  Ifland  bore  North  Weft,  and  the  Southermoft  land  in  fight 
South  73  deg.  Eaft ;  our  diftance  from  lhore  about  four  leagues. 

During  the  night  we  flood  off  and  on  ;  our  chief  care  being  to 
keep  fo  near  the  land,,  that  we  could  be  well  in  with  it  foon  after 
day-light,  and  by  that  means,  have  an  opportunity  of  infpefting 
every  mile  of  the  coaft.- 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  9th,  we  had  five  canoes  along-fide,  con¬ 
taining  about  thirty-eight  or  forty  people,  from  whom  we  purcha¬ 
fed  fome  very  good  cloaks,  and  a  few  good  fkins ;  they  too  were 
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fond  of  variety,  and  did  not  fix  on  any  particular  article 3  but  tin 
j  kettles  and  pewter  bafons  feemed  to  have  the  preference  to  any 
tiling  we  could  fhew  them. 

In  one  of  the  canoes  was  an  old  man,  who  appeared  to  have 
fome  authority  over  the  reft,  though  he  had  nothing  to  difpofe  of : 
he  gave  us  to  underffand,  that  in  another  part  of  thele  iflands, 
(pointing  to  the  Eaftward)  he  could  procure  plenty  of  furs  for  us, 
on  which  Captain  Dixon  gave  him  a  light  horfeman’s  cap  :  this 
prefent  added  greatly  to  his  confequence,  and  procured  him  the 
envy  of  his  companions  in  the  other  canoes,  who  beheld  the  cap 
with  a  longing  eye,  and  feemed  to  wifh  it  in  their  poffeffion. 

There  were  likewife  a  few  women  amongft  them,  who  all  feemed 
pretty  well  advanced  in  years 3  their  under  lips  were  difforted  in 
the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  women  at  Port  Mulgrave*  and 
Norfolk  Sound,  and  the  pieces  of  wood  were  particularly  large. 
One  of  thefe  lip-pieces  appearing  to  be  peculiarly  ornamented. 
Captain  Dixon  wifhed  to  purchafe  it,  and  offered  the  old  woman 
to  whom  it  belonged  a  hatchet 3  but  this  fne  refufed  with  con¬ 
tempt  3  toes,  bafons,  and  feveral  other  articles  were  afterwards 
fhewn  to  her,  and  as  conftantly  rejected.  Our  Captain  began  now 
to  defpair  of  making  his  wifhed-for  purchafe,  and  had  nearly  given 
it  up,  when  one  of  our  people  happening  to  fhew  the  old  lady  a  few 
buttons,  which  looked  remarkably  bright,  fhe  eagerly  embraced 
the  offer,  and  was  now  altogether  as  ready  to  part  with  her  wooden 
ornament,  as  before  fhe  was  defirous  of  keeping  it.  This  curious 
lip-piece  meafured  three  and  feven-eighth  inches  long,  and  two  and 
hve-eighth  inches  in  the  wideft  part :  it  was  inlaid  with  a  fmall 
pearly  fhell,  round  which  was  a  rim  of  copper.* 

Thefe 

*  This  lip-piece  is  now  in  the  poiTeflion  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart. 
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Thefe  people  were  evidently  a  different  tribe  from  that  inhabit¬ 
ing  Hippah  Ifland,  but  appeared  equally  favage  and  fierce  in  their 
difpofitions,  and  were  well  provided  with  offenfive  weapons ;  how¬ 
ever,  they  traded  very  quietly,  and  did  not  give  us  the  lead:  diftur- 
bance.  When  the  furs  which  they  brought  for  barter  were  difpo- 
fed  of,  they  left  us,  and  paddled  in  for  the  fhore.  Our  obfervation 
at  noon  gave  52  deg.  $4  min.  North  latitude  ;  and  the  longitude 
by  lunar  obfervation  was  132  deg.  23  min.  Weff.  The  extremes 
of  the  land  bore  from  South  75  deg.  Eaft,  to  North  42  deg.  Weff; 
Cand  our  diffance  from  fhore  about  fix  miles. 

In  the  afternoon,  four  canoes,  containing  about  32  people,  came 
along-fide,  but  they  belonged  to  our  morning  vifitants,  and  what 
cloaks  they  brought  us  were  indifferent,  being  pretty  much  wore. 
By  four  o’clock  the  Indians,  (having  dilpofed  of  all  their  trade)  left 
us,  and  made  for  the  land. 

During  the  night  we  had  a  ffrong  breeze  from  the  Weffward, 
with  conffant  rain,  which  continued  till  the  forenoon  of  the  10th, 
when  the  wind  grew  light  and  variable,  with  thick  hazy  weather. 
Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  52  deg.  48  min.  North  latitude.  At 
fix  o’clock  the  extremes  of  the  land  bore  from  North  Eaft  by  North 
to  North  75  deg.  Weft  ;  a  fmall  ifland  North  22  deg.  Eaft,  diftant 
four  leagues.  In  the  night  the  wind  again  fettled  at  North  Weft, 
blowing  a  frefh  breeze,  the  weather  cloudy ;  we  flood  to  the  South 
Weft  as  ufual. 

I  may  now  lay  down  the  pen  for  a  moment,  with  a  good  grace, 
as  that  plea  fo  often  ufed  by  woud  be  great  men,  viz.  £C  Hurry  oj 
bujinefs ,”  will  come  with  fome  degree,  of  decency  at  this  time,  from 
thy  fincere  friend.  ,  W.  B. 

Off  Queen  Charlotte ’s  l  Dd  L  E  T- 

Islands,  12th  July.  j 


210 


A  VOYAGE  TO  THE 


1787. 

July. 

LETTER  XXXVI. 


H  O  U  mayeft  fee  by  the  whole  tenor  of  my  laft,  that  our 
JL  coafting  along  thefe  iftands  was  the  bed:  and  mod;  expedi¬ 
tious  method  of  trading  we  could  pofftbly  have  hit  on,. 

In  the  morning  of  the  1  rth  of  July,  having  a  fteady  breeze  at 
North  Weft,  we  {food  in  for  the  land,  which  at  noon  bore  from 
North  55  deg.  Weft  to  South  74  deg.  Eaft.  Our  meridian  alti¬ 
tude  gave  52  deg.  50  min.  North  latitude,  and  our  diftance  from 
fhore  was  about  two  miles.  During  the  afternoon  we  kept  clofe 
along  fhore,  expecting  feme  Indians  would  come  off  to  us  ;  but  at 
fix  o’clock  none  appearing,  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  South  Wed:. 
At  eight  o’clock  the  land  bore  from  Eaft  South  Eaft  to  North 
Wed:  by  Weft,  about  three  miles  diftant  from  ftiore.  During  the 
night  we  had  a  gale  of  wind  at  North  Weft,  attended  with  frequent 
heavy  fqualls,  which  occafioned  us  to  hand  the  fore-topfail,  and 
clofe-reef  the  main  top-faih 

In  the  morning  of  the  1 2th,  the  weather  growing  more  mode¬ 
rate,  we  made  fail,  and  flood  towards  the  land.  Gur  latitude  at 
noon  was  52  deg.  3  min.  North.  During  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
blew  very  fredr,  fo  that  no  Indians  came  near  us.  At  eight  in  the 
evening,  the  extremes  of  the  land  bore  from  Eaft  by  North  to 
North  North  Weft  ;  diftant  from  ftiore  fourleagues. 

'  v  In 
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.  ^ie  morn'lng  of  the  13th,  the  weather  was  moderate,  but  very 
hazy  ;  the  land  at  noon  bore  from  South  65  deg.  Eaft?  to-  North 
60  deg.  Weft,  about  two  miles  diflant  from  fliore.  Our  obferva- 
tton  gave  52  deg.  17  min.  North  latitude.  We  kept  clofe  in  with 
the  (bore  during  the  afternoon,  though  the  weather  was  ftill  very 
hazy.  A  little  before  feven  o’clock,  the  fog  clearing  up,  we  faw  fe- 
veral  canoes  making  towards  us,  on  which  we  hauled  by  the  wind, 
and  hove  to,  in  order  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  coming  up 
with  us :  they  were  a  different  tribe  from  our  laid  traders,  and  brought 
us  feveral  excellent  cloaks,  and  fome  very  good  ikins>  which  we 
purchafed  on  much  the  fame  terms  as  before.  This  party  confifted 
1  ah°tit  thiity-fix  people,  and,  like  the  tribes  we  had  recently 
traded  with,  were  prepared  for  the  reception  of  their  adverfaries. 


_  the  day  clofed  in,  we  had  purchafed  every  article  the  In¬ 

dians  had  got  to  fell  j  yet  they  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  quit 
tne  fhip,  though  we  made  fail,  and  gave  them  to  underhand,  that 
we  fhould  return  the  next  day  •  yet  they  hill  kept  up  with  the  vef- 
fel.  At  length,  about  ten  o’clock,  a  very  thick  fog  coming  on,  they 
left  u$,  and  paddled  towards  the  fliore  :  we  were  now  at  leaft  eight 
miles  diflant  from  the  coafl,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  with 
many  of  us,  whether  thefe  poor  fellows  would  ever  be  able  to  find 
theii  way  on  fliore,  it  being  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  any  objedl 
twenty  fathoms  a-head  of  the  veffel.  During  the  night  we  hauled 
on  a  wind  to  the  South  Weft  as  ufual. 

-  * 

From  the  14th  to  the  20th,  we  had  generally  thick  foggy  wea¬ 
ther,  with  a  conftant  ftrong  breeze  at  North  Weft,  and  frequent 
intervening  fqualls.  As  we  had  reafon  to  expedl  more  trade  from 
this  quarter,  it  was  judged  moft  prudent  to  ftand  off  and  on  occa- 
fionally,  in  order  to  prevent  our  getting  too  far  to  the  Eaftward  ; 

^  d  2  and 
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L  fhould  clear  up. 

We  had  a  meridian  altitude  on  the  18th,  which  gave  51  deg.  46 
min.  North  latitude  ;  and  the  mean  of  feveral  fets  of  lunar  obferva- 
tions  gave  13 1  deg.  22  min.  Weft  longitude.  The  weather  was 
not  fo  conftantly  foggy,  but  that  we  frequently  faw  the  land,  and 
twice  or  thrice  were  clofe  in  with  the  fliore,  fo  that  the  natives 
might  eafily  have  come  to  us,  but  none  appearing,  we  began  feri- 
oufiy  to  think,  that  the  Indians  who  left  us  in  the  evening  of  the 
13th  were  loft  at  fea,  and  confequently  no  more  would  come  near 
the  veflel,  as  they  might  polfibly  conclude  that  we  had  deftroyed 
their  companions. 

Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the  20th  was  52  deg.  1  min.  North  5  fo 
that  we  were  only  fixteen  miles  to  the  Southward  of  our  obferva- 
tion  on  the  13th.  The.day  being  moderate  and  clear,  we  flood  in 
for  the  land,  and  feeing  feveral  canoes  making  towards  us,  about 
one  o’clock  we  hove  to.  When  the  canoes  came  along- fide,  we  found 
the  people  to  be  the  fame  that  traded  with  us  laft,  a  circumftance 
which  gave  us  great  pleafure,  our  fears  for  their  fafety  being 
groundlefs. 

What  furs  they  now  brought  were  of  an  inferior  kind,  confifting 
chiefly  of  old  cloaks,  pretty  much  wore  ;  thefe  were  generally  pur- 
chafed  with  brafs  pans,  knives,  and  buckles.  The  Indians  being 
ftripped  of  all  their  furs,  left  the  veflel  immediately,  and  at  four 
o’clock  we  made  fail,  ftretching  to  the  South  Weft  as  uftial. 

During  the  night,  and  greateft  part  of  the  21ft,  we  had  aftrong 
North  Wefterly  breeze,  with  frequent  fqualls.  Our  obfervation.  at 

noon 


NORTH-WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA.  2 

noon  gave  5 1  deg.  54  min.  North  latitude.  In  the  evening  we  had  1787. 
a  very  heavy  fwell  from  Weft  South  Weft,  which  being  met  by  the  JuJy* 
tide,  caufed  the  heavieft  crofs  fea  we  had  feen  during  the  Voyage,  '  v"*' 

The  weather  on  the  22 d  was  moderate  and  hazy;  our  obServa- 
tion  at  noon  gave  52  deg.  10  min.  North  latitude.  During  the 

afternoon  we  made  ihort  boards,  in  order  to  keep  well  in  with  the 
coaft. 

i 

In  the  morning  of  the  23d  we  had  light  winds,  the  weather  ftill 
hazy.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  52  deg.  13  min.  North.  The 
afternoon  proving  tolerably  clear,  about  feven  o’clock  we  faw  fe- 
veral  canoes  making  towards  us,  on  which  we  hcve  to  ;  our  dis¬ 
tance  from  Shore  was  then  about  five  miles.  There  were  eight 
canoes,  containing  near  one  hundred  people,  many  of  whom  had 
been  with  us  on  the  13th  and  20th  :  they  brought  Some, pretty  good 
cloaks,  and  a  few  good  fkins,  which  we  purchafcd  for  toes  and 
buckles.  During  the  night  we  hauled  by  the  wind  as  ufual,  tack- 
mg  occasionally,  So  as  to  keep  neai  the  land ;  ine  weather  moderate 
and  hazy. 

Towards  noon  on  the  24th,  the  fog  clearing  up,  we  perceived  Se¬ 
veral  canoes  putting  off  from  Snore,  on  which  we  lay  to,  in  order 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  coming  up  with  us.  In  lefs  than 
an  ho ui  we  had  eleven  canoes  along-fide,  containing  near  :8o  men, 
women,  and  childien,  which  was  by  far  the  greateft  concourfe  of 
people  we  had  Seen  at  any  one  time,  Since  we  had  fallen  in  with 
thefe  fortunate  iflands ;  but  we  Soon  found  that  curiofity  had  chief¬ 
ly  induced  the  natives  to  pay  us  this  vifit,  what  they  now  brought 
to  fell  being  merely  the  gleanings  of  the  harveft  we  had  plentifully 
reaped  bcioie  :  indeed  tin  now,  we  had  Seldom  Seen  any  women  or 

children 
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children  in  the  trading  parties ;  for  the  men  probably  expediting  to 
meet  with  their  enemies,  for  the  mod:  part  left  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  behind,  as  an  ufelefs  incumbrance.  The  Indians  having  dif- 
pofed  of  every  trifling  piece  of  rubbifh  they  had  got  to  fell  by  three 
o’clock,  left  us,  and  paddled  for  the  fhore,  on  which  we  made  fail, 
and  flood  to  the  Eaft ward.  At  eight  o’clock  the  Eaftermoft  point 
of  land  bore  North  40  deg.  Eafl,  about  four  miles  diftant.  From 
this  point  is  a  range  of  broken  rocks,  which  run  out  more  than  a 
mile  from  the  land. 

*  r 

It  being  evident  that  we  could  expedfl  no  more  trade  on  this  fide 
the  iflands,  Captain  Dixon  purpofed  Handing  round  the  point,  in 
order  to  try  what  the  oppofite  fide  afforded.  During  the  night  we 
made  occafional  boards,  as  it  was  judged  moft  prudent  to  double 
the  rocky  point  in  the  day-time. 

The  morning  of  the  25th  was  cloudy,  with  a  moderate  breeze  at 
Weft  North  Weft.  At  noon  the  rocky  point  bore  North  27  deg. 
Weft,  about  three  miles  diftant.  It  is  fituated  in  51  deg.  56  min. 
North  latitude  5  and  130  deg.  Weft  longitude  5  and  this  being  St. 
James’s  day,  we  diftinguifhed  the  land  off  which  thefe  rocks  lay,  by 
the  name  of  Cape  St.  James.  In  the  afternoon  we  were  vifited  by 
a  Angle  canoe,  but  the  people  in  her  were  fome  of  the  friends  we 
had  lately  left,  and  brought  very  little  worth  notice.  During  the 
night  we  had  light  variable  winds,  and  moderate  weather. 

* 

At  noon  on  the  26th,  the  land  bore  from  South  5  deg.  Weft,  to 
North  54  deg.  Weft  5  the  point  to  the  Southward  confifts  of  feve- 
ral  broken  rocks,  which  extend  to  fome  diftance  from  the  fhore,  but 
not  near  fo  far  as  thofe  off  Cape  St.  James.  The  weather  now  was 
conftantly  thick  and  hazy,  morning  and  evening,  but  generally 

cleared 
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cleared  up  towards  noon  j  the  wind  for  the  greatefl  part,  light  and 
variable.  , 


It  was  Captain  Dixon’s  intention,  if  the  wind  permitted,  to  go 
round  thefe  iflands,  that  we  might  not  only  clear  the  inhabitants 
of  their  furs,  but  be  able  exadlly  to  determine  their  extent,  for  the 
information  of  future  navigators  }  at  prefent,  however,  our  progrefs 
was  very  How. 

About  eleven  o’clock  on  the  27th,  we  had  four  canoe*  along- fide, 
containing  about  thirty  people,  feveral  of  whom  we  knew  to  be 
our  old  friends  ;  they  brought  feveral  good  cloaks  and  fkins,  which 
fhewed  that  the  trade  on  this  fide  of  thefe  iflands  was  far  from  being 
exhaufled.  In  the  afternoon  three  other  canoes  came  to  us,  bring¬ 
ing  feveral  excellent  Ikins,  which  was  an  additional  encouragement 
for  us  to  proceed.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  52  deg.  18  min.. 
North,  about  three  miles  diflant  from  fhore. 

\ 

-  Thefe  people  difpofed  of  their  furs  in  the  fame  ready  manner  as 
our  former  traders,  and  preferred  tin  kettles  and  pewter  bafons  to 
axes  or  howela* 

Towards  the  evening  we  had  a  moderate  Eaflerly  breeze,  with 
cloudy  weather.  At  eight  o’clock  the  Southermofl  point  of  land 
bore  South  43  deg.  Eaft,  and  the  land  to  the  Northward  North  56 
deg..  Well;  feven  miles  diflai)!  from  fhore.  During  the  night  we 
tacked  occafionally,  in  order  to  keep  well  in  with  the  fhore,  which, 
in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  was  about  five  miles  diflant.  Having 
a  moderate  Eafterly  breeze,  we  flood  towards  the  land,  and  in  the 
forenoon  feveral  canoes  came  along-fide  us ;  many  of  thefe  people 

were. 
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were  entire  Grangers,  but  what  furs  they  brought  were  in  genei*a 
indifferent,  and  were  chiefly  purchafed  with  knives  and  buckles. 


The  day  clearing  up,  we  faw  land  to  the  Eaftward,  about  ten 
leagues  diftant,  on  which  we  founded  with  a  line  of  thirty  fathom, 
over  a  fhingly  bottom  ;  our  latitude  at  noon  was  52  deg.  57  min. 
North.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  light  baffling  winds,  with  con-' 
ftant  drizzling  rain.  The  tide  fetting  us  to  the  Eaftward,  we  had 
foundings  from  twenty-four  to  fourteen  fathom  water,  over  a  bot¬ 
tom  of  fand  and  fmall  pebble  ftones.  The  land  in  fight  to  the 
Eaftward  we  judged  to  be  the  Continent,  and  the  nearer  we  ap« 
proeched  it,  our  foundings  leffened. 


Towards  fix  o'clock  the  tide  turned,  and  now  fetting  from  that 
land  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  the  Continent,  it  frequently  drove 
large  patches  of  fea-weed,  long  grafs,  and  pieces  of  wood,  by  the 
veil  el,  which  made  us  conclude,  that  there  is  a  large  river  fetting 
out  from  that  part  of  the  coafl.  The  river  called  Los  Reys,  by 
Du  Fonte,  is  near  this  place  ;*  and  though  what  he  fays  about  it 
is  almoft  incredible,  yet,  from  the  above  circumftance,  it  appears 
very  probable,  that  there  are  deep  inlets  into  the  country ;  and  it  is 
to  be  lamented,  that  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  examining  that 
part  of  the  coaft. 

The  morning  of  the  29th  was  moderate  and  cloudy  ;  the  wind 
being  light  and  variable,  we  tacked  occalionally,  in  order  to  ffand 
well  in  with  the  fhore,  that  no  opportunity  of  trading  might  be  loft. 
Towards  noon  the  weather  cleared  up  5  our  meridian  obfervation 
gave  52  deg.  59  min.  •  North  latitude;  fo  that  we  were  near  the 

middle 

*  See  Admiral  de  Fonte’s  letter  in  Dobbs’s  Account  of  the  Countries  adjoining  to  Hud- 
Ion’s  Bay,  page  124. 
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middle  of  the  ifland  towards  the  Northward  and  Eaftward.  In 
this  fituation  we  faw  high  land  to  the  North  Weft,  near  thirty 
leagues  diftant,  and  which  evidently  was  the  fame  we  had  feen  on 
the  i ft  of  July.  This  circumftance  clearly  proved,  the  land  we 
had  been  coafting  along  for  near  a  month,  to  be  a  group  of  iftands. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  we  faw  feveral  canoes  coming  from  fliore, 
and  by  thiee  o  clock  we  had  no  lefs  than  eighteen  along-ftde,  con¬ 
taining  moie  than  200  people,  chiefly  men  :  this  was  not  only  the 
greateft  concouife  of  traders  we  had  feen,  but  what  rendered  the 
circumftance  additionally  pleafmg,  was  the  quantity  of  excellent 
furs  they  brought  us,  our  trade  now  being  equal,  if  notfuperior  to 
that  we  met  with  in  Cloak  Bay,  both  in  number  of  fkins,  and  the 
facility  with  which  the  natives  traded,  fo  that  all  of  us  were  bufily 
employed,  and  our  ai tides  of  traffic  exhibited  in  the  greateft  vari¬ 
ety  ;  toes,  hatchets,  howeis,  tin  kettles,  pewter  bafons,  brafs  pans, 
buckles,  knives,  lings,  &c.  being  preferred  by  turns,  according  to 
the  fancy  of  our  numerous  vifitants. 

Amonglf  thefe  traders  was  the  old  Chief,  whom  we  had  feen  on 
the  othei  fide  theie  iflands,  and  who  now  appearing  to  be  a  perfon 
of  the  hi  ft  confequence,  Captain  Dixon  permitted  him  to  come  on 
board.  The  moment  he  got  on  the  quarter  deck  he  began  to  tell  a 
long  ftory,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  he  had  loft  in  battle 
the  cap  which  we  had  given  him  ;  and  to  convince  us  how  true 
this  ftoiy  was,  he  fhewed  us  feveral  wounds  he  had  received  111  de¬ 
fending  his  property  ;  notwithstanding  this,  he  begged  for  another 
cap,  intimating  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  never  lofe  it  but 
with  his  life.  Our  Captain,  willing  to  gratify  his  ambition,  made 
him  a  piefent  of  another  cap,  and  we  prefently  found  it  was  not 
beftowed  in  vain,  for  he  became  extremely  ufeful  to  us  in  our  traf- 
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fic ;  whenever  any  difpute  or  miftake  arofe  in  the  unavoidable 
hurry  occafioned  by  fo  great  a  number  of  traders,  they  always  re¬ 
ferred  the  matter  to  hum,  and  were  conftantly  fatisfied  with  his  de¬ 
termination. 


On  our  pointing  to  the  Eaftward,  and  afking  the  old  man  whe¬ 
ther  we  fliould  meet  with  any  furs  there,  he  gave  us  to  underhand, 
that  it  was  a  diffeient  nation  fiom  his,  and  that  he  did  not  even 
underhand  their  language,  but  was  always  at  war  with  them  ;  that 
he  had  killed  great  numbers,  and  had  many  of  their  heads  in  his 
poffehion. 


The  old  fellow  feemed  to  take,  particular  pleafure  in  relating 
thefe  circumhances,  and  took  uncommon  pains  to  make  us  com¬ 
prehend  his  meaning ;  he  clofed  his  relation  with  advihng  us  not 
to  come  near  that  part  of  the  coah,  for  that  the  inhabitants  would 
certainly  dehroy  us.  I  endeavoured  to  learn  how  they  difpofed  of 
the  bodies  of  their  enemies  who  were  flain  in  battle  ;  and  though  I 
could  not  underftand  the  Chief  clearly  enough  pofitively  to  affiert, 
that  they  are  feafted  on  by  the  vidors  ;  yet  there  is  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  fear,  that  this  horrid  cuffom  is  pradifed  on  this  part  of  the 
coaft  j  the  heads  are  always  preferved,  as  {landing  trophies  of  vic¬ 
tory. 


Of  all  the  Indians  we  had  feen,  this  Chief  had  the  mod  favage 
afped,  and  his  whole  appearance  fufRciently  marked  him  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  lead  a  tribe  of  cannibals.  His  flature  was  above  the  com¬ 
mon  fize  ;  his  body  fpare  and  thin,  and  though  at  firfl  fight  he  ap¬ 
peared  lank  and  emaciated,  yet  his  ftep  was  bold  and  firm,  and  his 
limbs  apparently  ftrong  and  mufcular ;  his  eyes  were  large  and  sog- 
ling,  and  feemed  ready  to  dart  out  of  their  dockets ;  his  forehead  deeply 
2  ,  wrinkled, 
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wrinkled,  not  merely  by  age,  but  from  a  continual  frown  ;  all  this, 
joined  to  a  long  vifage,  hollow  cheeks,  high  elevated  cheek  bones, 
and  a  natural  ferocity  of  temper,  formed  a  countenance  not  eafily 
beheld  without  fome  degiee  of  emotion  i  however,  he  proved  very 
ufeful  in  conducting  our  traffic  with  his  people,  and  the  intelli¬ 
gence  he  gave  us,  and  the  methods  he  took  to  make  himfelf  under¬ 
wood,  Hie  wed  him  to  poffefs  a  ftrong  natural  capacity. 

Befides  the  large  quantity  of  furs  we  got  from  this  party,  (at 
leaft  350  fkins)  they  brought  feveral  racoon  cloaks,  each  cloak 
confifling  of  feven  racoon  fkins,  neatly  fewed  together;  they  had 
alfo  a  good  quantity  of  oil  in  bladders  of  various  fizes,  from  a  pint 

to  near  a  gallon,  which  we  purchafed  for  rings  and  buttons  :  this 

oil  appeared  to  be  of  a  rnofl  excellent  kind  for  the  lamp,  was  per¬ 
fectly  fweet,  and  chiefly  collc&ed  from  the  fat  of  animals. 

By  feven  o’clock  we  had  entirely  ftripped  our  numerous  traders 
of  every  faleable  article,  on  which  they  left  us,  and  paddled  for  the 
fliore.  The  wind  during  the  night  being  variable,  we  tacked  occa- 
fionally,  in  order  to  keep  as  near  the  coafl  a^  was  confident  with 
prudence. 

Every  perfon  on  board  is  greatly  elated  with  our  prefent  char¬ 
ming  profpedts,  but  no  one  more  fo  than  thy  aflured  friend, 

^  ^  ^  W.  B. 

Off  Queen  Charlotte’s  Islands,  ? 

July  30th.  \ 
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HAVE  frequently  obferved,  that  people  in  general,  when 


Jl  reading  a  hiftory,  whether  real  or  fictitious,  and  whether  the 
hero  of  it  is  fortunate  or  overwhelmed  with  misfortunes,  are  ever 
anxious  to  come  at  the  cataftrophe.  Should  this  be  thy  cafe  at  pre- 
fent,  and  thou  really  art  impatient  to  know  the  extent  of  our  good 
fortune,  the  prefent  epiftle  will  ferve  to  relieve  thee  in  that  parti¬ 


cular. 


In  the  morning  of  the  30th  July,  we  had  moderate  breeze  at 
South,  the  weather  tolerably  fine.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  52 
deg.  30  min.  North;  the  fliore  about  four  miles  diftant.  In  the 
afternoon  we  had  eight  canoes  along-hde,  but  they  brought  very 
few  fkins,  and  thofe  of  an  inferior  quality ;  at  the  fame  time  giv¬ 
ing  us  to  underhand,  that  their  hock  was  nearly  exhaufled  :  they 
were  part  of  the  traders  who  had  been  with  us  the  day  before ; 
fome  of  them  had  been  on  a  fifhing  party,  and  caught  a  number 
of  halibut,  which  proved  a  very  feafonable  fupply,  our  fifli  having 
been  expended  fome  time. 

Hitherto  all  the  people  we  had  met  with  at  thofe  illands,  though 
evidently  of  a  lavage  difpofition,  had  behaved  in  a  quiet  orderly 
manner,  but  this  evening  they  gave  us  a  convincing  proof  of  their 
mifchievous  difpofition,  and  that  in  a  manner  which  fliewed  a  con¬ 
siderable  degree  of  cunning. 
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The  people  who  had  got  the  halibut  to  fell,  artfully  prolonged  1787. 
their  traffic  more  than  was  cudomary,  and  endeavoured  by  various  a "J\ 
methods,  to  engage  our  attention  ;  in  the  mean  time,  feveral  canoes 
paddled  ffily  a-dern,  and  feeing  fome  Ikins  piled  again  ft:  one  of  the 
cabin  windows,  one  of  the  Indians  thruft  his  fpear  through  it,  in- 
order  to  Ileal  the  furs,  but  perceiving  the  noife  alarmed  us,  they 
paddled  away  with  precipitation  ;  however,  to  make  them  fenfible 
that  we  were  able  to  punilh  attempts  of  this  fort,  even  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  we  fired  feveral  mufquets  after  them,  but  did  not  perceive- 
that  they  were  attended  with  any  fatal  effects.  At  eight  o’clock, 
the  extremes  of  the  land  bore  from  North  53  deg.  Weft  to  South 
52  deg.  Ead,  about  three  miles  diftant  from  fhore.  During  the 
night  we  had  light  winds,  and  cloudy  weather. 

1 

1 

It  being  pretty  evident  from  ourlaft  traders,  that  few  more  furs, 
could  be  expended  from  this  part,  and  the  time  being  nearly  elapfed 
when  we  were  to  join  the  King  George,  at  Nootka  Sound,  Cap¬ 
tain  Dixon  judged  it  moll  prudent  to  make  the  bed  of  his  way  thi¬ 
ther,  efpecially  as  the  light  variable  winds,  with  frequent  interven¬ 
ing  calms,  which  now  conftantly  attended  us,  made  it  very  pro¬ 
bable,  that  we  fhould  be  fome  time  in  effedling  our  purpofe  ;  the.- 
fame  reafon  equally  operated  againil  our  making  any  further  pro- 
grefs  to  the  Northward. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  3rd,  we  dood  to  the  South  Ead  :  on; 
founding  we  druck  the  ground  with  a  line  of  fixty  fathom  over  a; 
fandy  bottom.  At  noon  the  Southermod  land  bore  South  by  Ead, . 
about  ten  leagues  didant.  Our  latitude  was  52  deg.  76  min.. 

North.  During  the  afternoon  and* night  we  had  light  airs,  the.- 
weather  tolerably  fine. 


In 
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J787.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  ift  of  Auguft,  we  had  a  heavy  fweli 
rLJ3_j  from  $ie  Southward,  At  noon  we  faw  Cape  St.  James,  which 
bore  South  5  deg.  Eaft.  Our  latitude  was  52  deg.  10  min.  North  ; 
the  neared:  land  three  leagues  diftant.  At  eight  in  the  evening, 
the  extremes  of  the  land  bore  from  South  14  deg.  Weft,  to  North 
54  deg.  Weft,  two  leagues  diftant. 

'I  ov/ards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  a  canoe  with  fourteen  people  came 
along-fide,  but  they  had  fcarcely  any  thing  to  fell  5  they  gave  us  to 
underhand,  that  one  of  their  companions  was  dead  of  the  wounds 
he  received  from  our  mufquets  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  endeavoured 
to  make  us  lenfible,  that  they  weie  not  at  variance  with  us  on  that 
account :  indeed  they  came  along-fide  the  veffel  without  the  leaft 
fear,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  defign  of  their  vifit  was  to  inform 
us  of  the  above  circumftance. 

During  the  night  v/e  had  conftant  heavy  rain,  the  weather  thick 
and  hazy. 

In  the  morning  of  the  2d  we  had  a  light  breeze  from  the  Eaftward, 
the  weather  ftill  thick  and  hazy.  At  noon,  Cape  St.  James  bore 
South  South  W eft,  about  four  leagues  diftant.  At  five  in  the  after¬ 
noon  the  rocks  off  the  Cape  bore  South  36  deg.  Weft,  two  leagues 
diftant ;  the.  weather  was  thick  and  hazy,  the  wind  light  and  varia¬ 
ble,  and  foon  afterwards  it  fell  calm,  with  a  heavy  fweli  from  the 
South  Eaft.  Our  Situation  was  now  dangerous,  for  we  had  every 
reafon  to  think,  that  the  veffel  was  drifting  diredlly  upon  the  rocks, 
and  the  weather  was  fo  very  hazy,  that  we  could  not  difcern  any 
objeH  a  cable’s  length  from  the  fhip.  A  little  after  nine  o’clock 
the  fog  rather  difperfmg,  we  faw  the  rocks  off  Cape  St.  James, 
bearing  South  Weft,  within  lefs  than  a  mile  of  us  5  on  this,  the 

whale- 
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whale-boat  and  jolly-boat  were  hoifted  out,  and  fent  a-head  to  tow 
the  veflel.  Providentially  about  this  time,  the  fwell  abated,  and 
the  fea  grew  tolerably  fmooth,  fo  that  the  boats  were  of  great  fer- 
vice.  At  ten  o’clock  we  had  foundings  with  100  fathom  line, 
over  a  rocky  bottom :  at  eleven  we  ftruck  bottom  with  eighty-five 
fathom,  and  at  twelve,  with  feventy-five  fathom  3  afterwards  we 
got  no  bottom  with  a  line  of  120  fathom,  which  gave  us  reafon  to 
hope  that  we  were  fafely  paft  the  rocks 
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At  one  o’clock  iii  the  morning  of  the  3d,  a  light  breeze  fp ring¬ 
ing  up  at  North  Eaft,  the  boats  were  hoifted  in,  and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  except  the  watch  on  deck,  fent  to  their  hammocks  3  but  at  two 
o’clock,  we  plainly  heard  the  furf  beat  againfl  the  rocks,  on  which, 
the  people  were  immediately  turned  up,  the  boats  again  hoifted 
out,  and  fent  to  tow  the  veflel  a-head  3  the  weather  was  thick  and; 
hazy,  attended  with  conftant  drizzling  rain. 

At  four  o’clock,  a  frefh  breeze  coming  on  from  the  Southwards 
the  boats  were  again  hoifted  in.  At  five,  we  tacked  and  flood  to 
the  South  Weft.  At  feven,  we  faw  the  rocks  bearing  Weft  North 
Weft,  about  a  mile  diftant.  The  forenoon  was  thick  and  hazy  3 
but  rather  clearing  at  eleven  o’clock,  we  faw  the  rocks  bearing  Weft 
by  South,  five  miles  diftant.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  51  deg, 
50  min.  North.  During  the  afternoon  and  evening,  we  had  frefh 
breezes  at  South  and  South  Weft,  with  hazy  weather.  At  eight 
o’clock,  Cape  St.  James  bore  Weft  half  South,  diftant  five  leagues; 
fo  that  we  now  concluded  ourfelves  well  clear  of  that  once  formi¬ 
dable  place. 


As  the  iflands  we  have  juft  left  proved  fo  uncommonly  fortunate 
to  us,  a  few  remarks  concerning  them  will,  perhaps,  not  be  un- 

accep- 


acceptable  to  thee.  There  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  not  only 
from  the  number  of  inlets  we  met  with  in  coafting  along  the 
fhore,  but  from  our  meeting  the  fame  inhabitants  on  the  oppofite 
fides  of  the  coaft,  that  this  is  not  one  continued  land,  but  rather 
forms  a  group  of  iflands ;  and  as  fuch,  we  diftinguifhed  them  by 
the  name  of  Queen  Charlotte  s  Iflands.  They  are  f  mated  from  51 
deg.  42  min.  to  54  deg.  24  mm.  North  latitude  ;and  from  130  deg. 
to  133  deg.  30  min.  Weft  longitude.  The  land,  in  fome  places, 
is  confiderably  elevated,  but  not  mountainous,  and  is  totally  co¬ 
vered  with  pines,  which  in  many  places  afford  a  pleafing  contrail 
to  the  fnow  that  perpetually  covers  the  higher  grounds. 

The  weather,  whilft  we  were  cruizing  here,  was  generally  mild 
and  temperate,  the  mean  of  the  thermometer  54  deg.  The  whole 
time  we  coafted  along  from  Cloak  Bay  to  Cape  St.  James,  the  wind 
was  generally  iteady,  at  North  Weft  and  Weft  North  Weft ,  but 
no  fooner  had  we  doubled  the  Cape,  and  got  to  the  North  Eaft 
fide  of  the  land,  than  we  fell  in  with  light  variable  winds  and  in¬ 
tervening  calms. 

The  number  of  people  we  faw  during  the  whole  of  our  traffic, 
was  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  3  and  if  we  fuppofe  an  equal 
number  to  be  left  on  fhore,  it  will  amount  to  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  inhabitants  ,  which,  I  have  reafon  to  think,  will  be  found 
the  extreme  number  of  people  inhabiting  thefe  iflands,  including 
women  and  children.  The  great  plenty  of  furs  we  met  with  here, 
fufficiently  indicated  that  thefe  people  have  had  no  intercourfe  what¬ 
ever  with  any  civilized  nation ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  we  may  juftly 
claim  the  honour  of  adding  thefe  iflands  to  the  geography  of  this 
part  of  the  coaft.  The  ornaments  feen  amongft  them  were  very 
few,  and  ’tis  probable  that  their  knives  and  fpears  have  been  ob¬ 
tained 
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tamed  by  war  rather  than  traffic,  as  there  feems  to  be  an  univerfal 
variance  amongft  the  different  tribes ;  however,  be  all  this  as  it 
may,  they  undoubtedly  approach  much  nearer  to  a  Rate  of  favage 
brutality  than  any  Indians  we  have  feen  on  the  coaft. 

The  women  diftort  the  under  lip  in  the  fame  manner  with  thofe 
at  Norfolk  Sound,  but  with  this  difference,  that  here,  this  wooden 
ornament  feems  to  be  wore  by  all  the  fex  indifcriminately,  whereas 
at  Noifolk  Sound  it  is  confined  to  thole  of  iuoerior  rank. 

The  Indians  in  general  are  very  jealous  of  their  women,  and 
would  feldom  permit  them  to  come  on  board  ;  but  this  was  not* 
altogether  the  cafe  with  thefe  favages,  many  of  whom  not  only 
permitted,  but  urged  their  females  to  come  on  board,  whenever 
invited  by  our  people  j  but  we  loon  found  that  they  were  not 
infhgated  to  pay  thefe  vifits  from  any  amorous  difpofition,  but 
merely  for  the  fake  of  plunder,  as  they  were  by  far  the  molt  ra¬ 
pacious  thieves  we  had  feen,  healing  every  thing  indifcriminately 
which  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  and  that  with  a  degree  of 
dexterity  which  would  not  difgrace  a  difciple  of  the  JuJlitia  hulk. 

f  v 

Notwithstanding  the  general  tenor  of  thefe  women’s  behaviour, 
vve  met  with  one  inftance  of  feeling  and  fenfibility  amongft  them 
which  perfectly  aftonilhed  us,  and  is  not,  perhaps,  always  to  be 
feen  amongft  the  fex  in  civilized  countries. 

I  "v 

It  was  on  the  34th  of  July,  (as  I  have  already  related)  when 
the  natives  vifited  us  principally  through  curiolity,  that  a 
Chief  and  his  wife  were  very  defirous  to  fee  the  Chip  ;  Captain 
Dixon,  willing  to  gratify  them  in  this  particular,  and  thinking 
that  a  fight  of  the  veffel  would  be  a  handing  fubjedt  for  them  to 

F  f  talk 


2l6 


A  VOYAGE  TO  THE 


1787.  talk  about,  permitted  them  to  come  on  board  :  they  had  a  little 
51  .A  child  along  with  them  of  which  they  feemed  particularly  fond, 
and  not  caring  to  truth  it  with  the  people  in  their  canoe,  the  Chief 
came  on  board  by  himfelf,  leaving  their  tender  charge  with  his 
wife.  When  the  poor  fellow  firft  came  on  deck  he  was  a  good 
deal  frightened,  and  began  to  fing  and  make  a  number  of  humili¬ 
ating  geftures,  the  intent  of  which  was  to  imprefs  us  with  a 
favourable  opinion  of  him.  By  degrees  he  grew  eafy,  and  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  go  down  into  the  cabin ;  haviilg  jftaid  there  fome 
time,  he  came  upon  deck,  and  after  fatisfying  his  curiofity  with 
looking  at  various  things,  went  into  his  canoe  very  well  pleafed. 

'5 

The  woman,  after  giving  her  infant  a  maternal  kifs,  came  over 
the  fide  without  the  lead  helitation,  and  when  die  got  on  the 
quarter  deck  gave  us  to  underhand  that  die  was  only  come  to  fee 
the  veffel,  and  with  a  modeft  diffidence  in  her  looks  endeavoured 
to  befpeak  our  indulgence  and  permiffion  for  that  purpofe.  She 
was  neatly  drefled  after  their  faffiion  j  her  under  garment,  which 
was  made  of  fine  tanned  leather,  fat  clofe  to  her  body,  and  reached 
from  her  neck  to  the  calf  of  her  leg  :  her  cloak  or  upper  garment 
wras  rather  coarfer,  and  fat  loofe  like  a  petticoat,  and  tied  with 
leather  firings.  Having  taken  notice  of  every  thing  which  feemed 
to  attract  her  attention,  Captain  Dixon  made  her  a  prefen t  of  a 
firing  of  beads  for  an  ornament  to  each  ear,  and  a  number  of 
buttons,  with  which  die  was  highly  pleafed,  and  made  her  ac¬ 
knowledgments  in  the  befl  manner  die  was  able.  She  was  fcarcely 
got  into  the  canoe  before  a  number  of  women  flocked  about  her, 
and  feeing  the  beads  in  her  ears  began  to  talk  very  earrieflly  5  mod: 
probably  to  tax  her  with  incontinency,  for  die  immediately  clafped 
her  infant  to  her  bread  with  unfpeakable  fondnefs,  burfl  into  a 
flood  of  tears,  and  it  was  a  confiderable  time  before  the  foo things 
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of  her  hufhand  and  the  apologies  of  her  friends  could  bring  back 
her  former  chearfulnefs  and  tranquility. 
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Harmony  being  at  length  reftored  in  the  canoe,  the  Chief  held 
up  his  child,  and  endeavoured  to  make  us  fenfible  that  it  was 
equally  dear  to  him  as  his  wife  5  intimating  at  the  fame  time, 
that  though  he  had  received  no  prefent,  yet  he  hoped  we  ftiould 
remember  his  little  one ;  on  this  Captain  Dixon  gave  the  child 
a  couple  of  toes,  which  pleafed  the  chief  wonderfully  ;  a  few  but¬ 
tons  were  alfo  diftributed  amongft  the  other  women  in  the  canoe, 
and  they  left  us  foon  afterwards,  perfectly  fatisfied  with  their 
prefents. 


To  thofe  who  are  fond  of  tracing  human  nature  through  all 
its  various  Rages,  a  circumftance  of  this  fort  would  be  peculiarly 
pleafing,  but  I  fhall  forbear  to  expatiate  on  the  fubjecl,  and  leave 
thee  to  make  thy  own  comments  on  it. 

Though  every  tribe  we  met  with  at  thefe  illands  is  governed  by 
its  refpedlive  Chief,  yet  they  are  divided  into  families,  each  of 
which  appears  to  have  regulations  and  a  kind  of  fubordinate  go¬ 
vernment  of  its  own  :  the  Chief  ufually  trades  for  the  whole 
tribe ;  but  I  have  fometimes  obferved  that  when  his  method  of 
barter  has  been  difapproved  of,  each  feparate  family  has  claimed 
a  right  to  difpofe  of  their  own  furs,  and  the  Chief  always  com¬ 
plied  with  this  requeft  ;  whether  or  no  he  receives  any  emolument 
on  thefe  occafions  I  cannot  determine, 

* 

I  often  endeavoured  to  gain  fome  knowledge  of  their  language, 
but  I  never  could  fo  much  as  learn  the  numerals  :  every  attempt 
I  made  of  the  kind  either  cauled  a  farcaftic  laugh  amongft  the  In- 
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1787*  dians,  or  was  treated  by  them  with  filent  contempt;  indeed  many 
of  the  tribes  who  vifited  us,  were  bufied  in  trading  the  moment 
they  came  along  fide,  and  hurried  away  as  foon  as  their  traffic  was 
over :  others,  again,  who  daid  with  us  for  any  length  of  time, 
were  never  of  a  communicative  difpofition,  but  certainly  fkulked 
about  the  veffel  for  fome  evil  purpofe,  though  they  never  attempted 
to  board  us,  as  we  always  kept  the  greated  part  of  our  people  on 
deck  when  a  number  of  canoes  were  near  us.  If  thefe  circum- 
fbnces  are  duly  confidered,  I  trufl  thou  wilt  not  accufe  me  of  in¬ 
attention,  though  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  thee  any  fpecimen 
of  the  language  fpoken  by  thefe  people  ;  however,  from  what  ob- 
fervations  I  was  able  to  make,  it  feems  fomething  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  inhabitants  in  Norfolk  Sound. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  occafionally  faid,  refpedting  the  fa- 
vage  temper  and  brutal  difpofition  of  the  people  at  thefe  iflands, 
I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  there  is  a  kind  of  ferocity  even  in 
their  manner  of  fmging.  It  mud  be  allowed,  that  their  fongs 
are  performed  with  regularity,  and  in  good  time,  but  they  are  en¬ 
tirely  deditute  of  that  pieafing  modulation  and  harmony  of  ca¬ 
dence,  which  we  had  invariably  been  accudomed  to  hear  in  the 
fongs  at  other  parts  of  the  coad. 

The  number  of  fea-otter  fkins  purchafed  by  us  at  Queen  Char¬ 
lotte’s  Iflands,  was  no  lefs  than  1,821,  many  of  them  very  fine  • 
other  furs  are  found  in  lefs  variety  here  than  in  many  other  parts 
of  the  coad,  the  few  racoons  before  mentioned,  a  few  pine  martin, 
and  fome  feals,  being  the  only  kinds  we  faw.  Toes,  at  drd,  were 
quite  a  leading  article  in  barter;  but  fo  great  a  number  of  traders 
required  a  variety  of  trade,  and  we  were  frequently  obliged  to  pro¬ 
duce  every  article  in  our  poffieffion,  before  we  could  pleafc  our  nu¬ 
merous 
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merous  friends.  Thus  in  one  fortunate  month,  has  our  fuccefs 
been  much  greater  than  that  probably  of  both  veflels  during  the 
reft  of  the  voyage.— So  uncertain  is  the  fur  trade  on  this  inhofpi-  . 
table  coaft. 

*  v  ..  I 

I  (hall  now  return  to  our  proceedings.  On  the  morning  of  the 
4th  we  had  a  moderate  breeze  at  South  Weft,  and  cloudy  weather. 
At  noon  we  faw  land,  which  we  judged  to  be  the  main,  bearing 
South  40  deg.  Eaft,  about  five  leagues  diftant.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  wind  veered  to  the  Weft  ward,  and  a  heavy  fwell  fet  in  from 
the  fame  quarter,  the  weather  thick  and  hazy.  During  the  night 
we  hauled  our  wind,  in  order  to  clear  the  point  of  land  to  the 
Eaft  ward.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  5  th,  having  ftili  a  frefh  Wes¬ 
terly  breeze,  we  bore  away  to  the  South  Eaft ;  and  at  four  in  the 
afternoon  changed  our  courfe  to  Eaft  by  North.  The  weather 
being  thick  and  hazy,  we  tacked  occafionaily  during  the  night.. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  we  made  fail,  and  fteered  our 
courfe,  with  a  frefh  breeze  at  North-Weft.  Our  latitude  at  noon 
was  49  deg.  48  min.  North,  which  was  only  twelve  miles  to  the 
Northward  of  King  George’s  Sound,  but  we  were  a  confiderable 
diftance  to  the  Weftward  of  it.  The  afternoon  being  tolerably 
clear,  at  fix  o’clock,  we  faw  Woody  Point  bearing  North  Weft  by 
Weft,  about  four  leagues  diftant,  and  a  fplit  rock  off  the  point. 
North  28  deg.  Weft.  At  eight  o’clock,  we  hauled  by  the  wind 
to  the  South  Weft:  during  the  night  we  had  light  airs,  with 
calms  by  turns.  The  morning  of  the  7th  was  thick  and  foggy, 
with  a  heavy  fwell  from  the  Weftward,  and  quite  calm.  At  ten 
o’clock  a  light  breeze  fprung  up  at  South  Eaft,  and  the  fog  cleared 
up.  The  land  at  noon  bore  from  North  Weft  to  Eaft  South  Eaft, 
about  two  leagues  diftant:  the  latitude  was  49  deg.  39  min.. 
North.  The  breeze  continuing  very  light  during  the  afternoon, 
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our  progrefs  towards  the  found  was  very  flow ,  and  during  the 
night,  we  plied  to  the  South  Weft,  making  boards  as  occafion  re¬ 
quired. 

The  morning  of  the  8th  was  moderate  and  cloudy,  a  light 
breeze  ftill  at  South  Eaft. 

A  ten  o’clock  we  faw  a  fail  to  the  South  Eaft,  and  prefently 
afterwards,  a  fmaller  veffel  in  company.  This  gave  us  fome 
hopes  that  they  might  poffibly  be  the  King  George  and  her  long 
boat.  We  were  fteering  Eaft  North  Eaft,  and  kept  on  our  courfe,  as 
we  plainly  faw  the  veffels  were  bearing  down  upon  us :  on  the  their 
nearer  approach,  we  found  that  it  could  not  be  Captain  Portlock, 
as  the  fmall  fail  was  much  too  large  for  his  long  boat.  Various 
now  were  our  conjectures  who  they  could  be,  or  what  country 
they  came  from  5  and  Captain  Dixon  wifhing  to  be  fatisied  in  this 
particular,  gave  orders  to  tack,  and  fire  a  gun  to  leeward.  The  fmali 
veffel  immediately  anfwered  this  fignal,  and  hoifted  our  Company’s 
colours :  by  twelve  o’clock  they  fpoke  us,  and  we  learned,  to  our 
great  joy,  that  they  were  from  London,  and  fitted  out  by  our 
Owners.  The  fhip  was  called  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Captain  Col- 
linett ;  and  the  (loop,  the  Princefs  Royal,  Captain  Duncan. 

We  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  in  general,  that  our  friends  in 
England  were  in  good  health;  but  few  of  us  had  fuch  particulars 
as  could  have  been  wifhed  for,  as  (by  fome  miftake  or  other)  we 
were  expedted  to  arrive  in  London  river  the  latter  end  of  this  feafon. 

Thefe  veffels  left  England  in  September,  1786,  and  had  fettled 
a  factory  at  Statens  land,  for  the  purpofe  of  colledting  feal  fkin  and 
oil;  from  thence  they  had  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  King. 
George’s  Sound,  without  touching  at  any  other  place.  During 
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io  long  a  paffage,  tne  fcurvy  had  got  a  great  height  among  them, 
and  though  providentially  no  lives  had  been  loft,  yet  many  of  their 
people  recovered  very  flowly. 

On  our  enquiry  what  courfe  they  fteered  after  doubling  Cape 
Horn,  we  were  informed  that  they  crofted  the  line  about  1 16  deg. 
Weft  longitude.  In  this  fttuation  they  fell  in  with  light  baffling 
winds  and  frequent  calms,  attended  with  clofe  gloomy  fultry  ' 
weather,  and  much  rain,  which  certainly  occaftoned  the  very  fe- 
vere  ftcknefs  that  had  prevailed  amongft  them. 

We  crofted  the  line  in  April,  1786,  nearly  in  the  fame  longi¬ 
tude,  and  met  with  light  variable  winds  and  gloomy  weather,  ’till 
we  ftretched  conftderably  to  the  Weftward,  when  we  again  had  a 
regular  trade-wind.  Thefe  circumftances  evidently  fhew  that  fuch 
a  courfe  ought  to  be  avoided  3  and  Captain  Dixon  obferved  that  it 
would  be  by  far  the  beft  for  all  veffels  bound  to  the  North- Weft 
coaft  of  America,  after  doubling  Cape  Horn,  to  fteer  direttly  for 
the  Maiquefas;  there  they  might  obtain  refreftiments,  and  at  the 
fame  time  would  be  fo  well  to  the  Weftward,  that  in  the  farther 
Promotion  of  their  voyage,  he  had  every  reafon  to  think,  they 
would  efcape  thofe  climates  which  we  had  experimentally  found  to 
be  fo  very  unhealthy. 

Mi.  John  Etches,  brother  to  our  managing  owner,  (who  was 
on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales  )  informed  me  that  they  had  been 
near  a  month  in  King  George’s  Sound,  but  had  done  very  little 
buftnefs,  having  found  a  ftiip  there  called  the  Imperial  Eagle, 
commanded  by  a  Captain  Berkley.  She  failed  from  Oftend  the 
lattei  end  of  November,  1786,  and  arrived  at  King  George’s 
Sound  near  a  month  before  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Princefs  Royal. 

Captain 
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Captain  Berkely  frequently  boafted  to  Mr.  Etches  what  an  ex¬ 
cellent  cargo  of  fkins  he  had  purchafed,  and  indeed  there  is  fome 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  been  tolerably  fuccefsful  from  the 
following  circumftance. 

Two  veffels  from  Bombay  were  at  King  George’s  Sound  in  the 
bummer  of  1786,  and  left  one  of  their  people  behind ;  this  man 
was  found  here  by  Captain  Berkely,  who  gave  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  him. 

cc  His  name  is  John  M‘Key;  he  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  went 
to  Bombay  in  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  fervice.  Two  veffels 
(viz.  the  Captain  Cook,  Captain  Loriej  and  the  Experiment,  Cap¬ 
tain  Guife)  were  fitting  out  in  1785,  on  an  expedition  to  the 
North  Weff  coaft  of  America ;  that  he  engaged  on  board  the 
Captain  Cook  as  Surgeon.  They  failed  from  Bombay  the  28th  of 
November,  1785,  and  arrived  at  King  George’s  Sound  the  27th 
of  June,  1786.  That  being  very  ill  of  a  purple  fever  he  was 
left  behind  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  at  the  requeff  of  Mr. 
Strange,  the  Supercargo  to  both  veffels.  Mr.  Strange  delired  him 
to  learn  the  language  and  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  natives, 
fo  that  if  any  other  veffels  Should  touch  there  he  might  prevent 
them  from  purchafmg  any  furs,  promifng  at  the  fame  time  to 
return  for  him  the  enfuing  fpring.  That  the  two  veffels  procured 
600  prime  fea  otter  ikins  during  their  flay  here,  and  left  the  Sound 
the  27th  of  July,  intending  to  fail  for  Cook’s  River.  That  the 
Sea  Otter,  Captain  Hanna,  from  China,  arrived  at  King  George’s 
Sound  in  Auguff,  1786,  and  that  Captain  Hanna  offered  to  take 
him  on  board,  which  he  refufed,  alledging,  that  he  began  to  relidi 
dried  fifi  and  whale  oil,  was  fatisned  with  his  way  of  life,  and 
perfectly  contented  to  flay  ’till  next  year,  when  he  had  no  doubt 
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of  Mr.  Strange  fending  for  him:  that  Captain  Hanna  left  the  1787. 

Sound  in  September.  That  the  natives  had  ftripped  him  of  his  AuSu«-_ 

cloaths,  and  obliged  him  to  adopt  their  mode  of  drefs  and  filthi-  '  '  * 

nefs  of  manners ;  and  that  he  was  now  a  perfedl  mailer  of  their 

language,  and  well  acquainted  with  their  temper  and  difpofition. 

He  had  made  frequent  incurfions  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 

country  about  King  George’s  Sound,  and  did  not  think  any  part 

of  it  was  the  Continent  of  America,  but  a  chain  of  detached 
jflands. 

Mr.  Etches  (from  whom  I  had  this  intelligence)  affured  me  that 
no  great  dependance  could  be  placed  on  M‘Key’s  Rory,  he  being 
a  very  ignorant  young  fellow,  and  frequently  contradicting  him- 
felf;  but  that  entire  credit  might  be  given  to  that  part  of  it  re- 
fpedling  his  adopting  the  manners  of  the  natives,  as  he  was  equally 
flovenly  and  dirty  with  the  filthieft  of  them  all.  His  knowledge  of 
the  language  was  greatly  fhort  of  what  he  boalled ;  neither°was 
he  very  contented  in  his  fituation,  for  he  gladly  embraced  Captain 
Berkley  s  offer  of  taking  him  on  board,  and  feemed  delighted  to 
think  he  was  going  to  leave  fo  uncomfortable  a  place  :  however, 
admitting  him  to  be  poffeffed  of  but  an  ordinary  capacity,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  muft  be  better  acquainted  with  the  people  here,  from  more 
than  a  year’s  refidence  amongft  them,  than  any  occafional  vifitor 
could  poflibly  be ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  Captain 

Berkley  found  him  extremely  ufeful  in  managing  his  traffic  with 
the  natives. 

b 

Our  meeting  with  thefe  veffels  was  very  fortunate,  both  on  their 
account  and  our  own.  What  we  learnt  from  them  rendered  it  en- 
tiiely  ufelefs  for  us  to  make  King  George’s  Sound,  and  Prince 
William’s  Sound  being  their  next  defoliation,  we  not  only  could 
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1787.  inform  them  that  nothing  could  be  expected  from  that  quarter,  but 
at  the  fame  time  point  out  the  likeliefb  fituations  where  furs  might 
be  procured ;  and  Captain  Dixon  urged  them  by  all  means  to 
make  the  N.  E.  fide  of  Queen  Charlotte’s  Illands,  and  the  oppofite 
land,  which  we  judged  to  be  the  main. 

In  the  evening  of  the  8th,  Mr.  Etches  and  both  the  Captains* 
came  on  board  us,  and  ftaid  all  night ;  in  order  to  lofe  no  time 
in  procuring  a  chart  of  the  coaft,  and  in  procuring  every  infor¬ 
mation  in  our  power.  During  the  afternoon  and  night  we  lay  to,, 
and  at  times  made  occafional  boards,  as  fuited  our  conveniency  for 
keeping  company,  and  to  be  at  a  proper  diftance  from  the  land. 

'  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  we  parted  company 

with  our  new  brothers  in  trade,  faluting  them  with  three  hearty 
cheers,  and  wilhing  them  fuccefs  at  leaft  equal  to  our  own.  My 
next  fhall  be  a  few  general  remarks  concerning  the  coaft..  Adieu. 
Thine, 

W. 

Off  King  George’s  Sound,  1 
/  Auguft  9th.  S 


LETTER  XXXVIIL 

/ 

AS  we  are  now  taking  our  final  leave  of  the  American  coafty 
a  few  remarks  concerning  it,  in  addition  to  what  I  have 
©ccafionally  faid,  will,  perhaps,  not  be  unacceptable  to  thee. 


Before 
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Before  Captain  Cook’s  laft  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  this 
pait  of  the  coaft  was  little  known.  The  celebrated  Ruffian  navi¬ 
gator,  Beering,  in  the  year  1741,  fell  in  with  the  land  in  the 
latitude  58  deg.  28  min.  North,  and  anchored  in  59  deg.  18  min. 
But  the  account  which  is  pubhflied  of  his  voyage  is  very  imper¬ 
fect  and  inaccurate. 


*35 
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The  Spaniards  too,  are  probably  well  acquainted  with  the  coaft 
a  little  to  the  Southward  of  King  George’s  Sound,  and  about  Cape 
Edgcombe,  at  both  which  places  they  anchored  in  1775;  and  I 
have  reafon  to  think  that  their  knowledge  of  this  part  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  is  confined  to  thofe  particular  fituations. 

What  has  been  already  faid  will  fhew  that  the  principal  places 
afcertained  with  accuracy  by  Captain  Cook,  were  King  George’s 
and  Prince  William’s  Sounds,  and  the  river  named  after  him  ;  and 
no  doubt  it  was  from  the  plenty  of  furs  he  found  in  thofe  har¬ 
bours  that  this  trade  was  firft  fct  on  foot.  Our  rivals  froth  the 
Indies  certainly  drew  their  information  from  the  fame  fource  ;  and 
this,  in  fome  refpeCts,  has  not  been  unlucky  on  our  fide  j  for  they, 
not  expeCting  to  meet  with  furs  in  any  other  places  than  thofe 
mentioned  by  Cook,  quietly  fat  down  with  what  they  could  get 
in  thofe  harbours,  and  confequently  we  had  to  feek  for  other  re- 
fouices,  01  let  urn  home  empty  handed.  By  this  means  we  fell  in 
with  Queen  Charlottes  Blands,  which  (as  I  have  already  fhewn) 
furpaffed  our  mofc  fanguine  expectations,  and  afforded  a  greater 
quantity  of  furs  than,  perhaps,  any  place  hitherto  known. 


That  we  have  made  confderable  additions  to  the  geography 
of  this  coaft,  cannot  be  denied,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done;  in¬ 
deed,  fo  imperfectly  do  we  ftill  know  it,  that  it  is  in  fome  meafure 

.  '  ,  i  w 
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to  be  doubted  whether  we  have  yet  feen  the  main  land  ;  certain  it 
Auguft*  is  that  the  coaft  abounds  with  iflands,  but  whether  any  land  we 
hct've  been  near  is  really  the  continent ,  remains  to  be  detei  mined  b} 
future  navigators :  Thus  much  we  can  venture  to  affirm,  (and 
which  is  of  the  JirJl  confequence  to  this  undertaking)  that  the  fur 
trade  is  inexhauftible  wherever  there  are  inhabitants,  and  they 
(experience  tells  us)  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  fituation, 
but  are  fcattered  in  tribes  all  along  the  coaft,  which  (as  far  as 
concerns  future  traders  to  examine)  extends  from  40  to  61  deg. 
North  latitude 5  and  from  126  to  155  deg.  Weft  longitude. 

This  vaft  country  (with  very  little  deviation)  has  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  one  continued  foreft,  being  covered  with  pines  of  different 
fpecies,  and  thefe  intermixed  with  alder,  birch,  witch-hazle,  &c, 
befides  various  kinds  of  brufh-wood  ;  and  the  vallies  and  low 
grounds,  which  are  expofed  to  the  fun,  and  fheltered  from  the 
wind,  afford  wild  currants,  goofeberries,  raffierries,  and  various! 
other  flowery  fhrubs.  The  foil  on  the  hills  is  a  kind  of  compoft, 
con  lifting  of  rotten  mofs  and  old  decayed  trees.  This  is  frequently 
wafhed  down  into  the  vallies  by  the  hidden  melting  of  the  fnow, 
and  there  incorporating  with  a  light  fand,  forms  a  foil  in  which 
moft  of  our  garden  produ&ions  might  be  cultivated  with  fuc.cefs». 

The  climate,  as  may  be  expeffed,  is  various  but;  Ido  not 
think  it  fo  temperate  even  in  King  George’s  Sound  as  in  England,, 

for  the  hills  of  a  moderate  height  are  perpetually  covered  with. 

•  « 

fnow. 

I  have  already  enumerated  the  various  kinds  of  birds  and  ma¬ 
rine  productions  we  have  met  with.  What  account  I  can  give  of 
the  quadrupeds  thou  mayeft  collect:  from  the  various  lkins  pun- 

ehafed 
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chafed  by  us.  The  only  animals  we  faw  amongfl  the  natives,  were 
dogs,  they  are  of  the  wolf  kind,  very  large,  and  appear  quite  do- 
meflicated.  There  is  little  doubt  of  variety  of  metals  and  mine¬ 
rals  being  found  here.  I  have  already  obferved/that  we  found  a 
vein  of  coals  in  Cooks  River.  The  paint  ufed  by  the  natives  in 
daubing  their  faces  and  bodies,  appears-  chiefly  to  be  black  lead 
and  red  oker ;  and  we  frequently  faw  large  circular  wreaths  of 
copper  both  at  Norfolk  Sound  and  Queen  Charlotte’s  Iflands* 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  foreign  manufacture,  but  twilled  into 
that  fhape  by  the  natives  themfelves,  to  wear  as  an  ornament  about 
the  neck. 

What  number  of  inhabitants  this  extent  of  coafl  may  contain, 
is  not  eafy  to  determine  with  any  degree  of  certainty ;  but  from 
a  moderate  computation,  there  cannot  be  lefs  than  10,000  5  in¬ 
deed,  appearances  might  warrant  the  conje&ure  of  their  being 
confiderably  more,  as  the  women  appear  very  prolific,  (every  tribe 
we  faw  having  numbers  of  young  children)  and  the  people  are  to¬ 
tally  free  from  that  long  catalogue  of  difeafes,  which  luxury  and: 
intemperance  have  introduced  amongfl  more  civilized  nations. 
But  then  it  mufl  be  remembered,  that  neighbouring  tribes  are 
generally  at  war  with  each  other,  and  thefe  commotions,  botir 
from  the  nature  of  their  weapons,  and  the  favage  difpofition  of 
the  people,  muff  be  attended  with  fatal  confequences ;  befides,, 
there  is.  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  numbers  are  lofl  at  fea,  as  they  go, 
out  to  a  very  confiderable  diflance  a  fifhing,  and  fhould  bad  wea¬ 
ther  fuddenly  come  on,  it  is  impoffible  for  their  canoes  to  live.. 
Thefe  eircumftances  certainly  tend  to  depopulate  the  country,  and* 
in  fome  nieafure  account  for  its  being  fo  thinly  inhabited.. 

The. 

* 


238 


A  VOYAGE  TO  THE 


1787.  The  people  in  general  are  about  the  middle  fize,  their  limbs 
Auguil  fl.raight,  anq  tolerably  well-fhaped  ;  many  of  the  older  people  are 
rather  lean,  but  I  never  faw  one  perfon  who  could  be  called  cor¬ 
pulent  amongft  them  :  both  fexes  are  remarkably  diftinguifhed 
by  high  prominent  cheek  bones  and  fmall  eyes.  A  love  of  dirt 
and  filth  is  univerfally  predominant  all  over  the  coaft.  In  regard 
to  their  complexion,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  determine  what  caffc 
that  is;  but  if  I  may  judge  from  the  few  people  I  faw  tolerably 
clean,  thefe  Indians  are  very  little  darker  than  the  Europeans  in 
general. 

The  hair  of  both  fexes  is  long  and  black,  and  would  be  an  or¬ 
nament  to  them,  were  it  not  for  the  large  quantities  of  greafe  and 
red  oker  conftantly  rubbed  into  it,  which  not  only  gives  it  a  dif- 
gufting  appearance,  but  affords  a  never-failing  harbour  for  ver¬ 
min.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  women  keep  their  hair  in  decent 
order,  parting  it  from  the  forehead  to  the  crown,  and  tying  it  be¬ 
hind  after  the  manner  of  a  club. 

The  young  men  have  no  beards,  and  I  was  at  firft  inclined  to 
think  that  this  arofe  from  a  natural  want  of  hair  on  that  part, 
but  I  was  foon  undeceived  in  this  particular,  for  all  the  men  we 
faw,  who  were  advanced  in  years,  had  beards  all  over  the  chin, 
and  fome  of  them  whifkers  on  each  fide  the  upper  lip. 

As  this  fuppofed  defedl  amongft  the  natives  of  America  has  oc- 
cafioned  much  fpeculative  enquiry  amongft  the  learned  and  inge¬ 
nious,  I  took  every  opportunity  of  learning  how  it  was  occafioned, 
and  was  given  to  underftand,  that  the  young  men  got  rid  of  their 
beards  by  plucking  them  out,  but  that  as  they  advance  in  years, 
the  hair  is  fuffered  to  grow. 


In 
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In  their  drefs,  there  is  little  variety  ;  the  men  generally  wearing 
Coats  (Inch  as  I  have  already  defcribed )  made  of  fuch  fkins  as 
fancy  fuggefts,  or  their  fuccefs  in  hunting  furnifhes  them  with, 
and  fometimes  the  loofe  cloak  thrown  over  the  fhoulders,  and 
tied  with  fmall  leather  firings.  Befides  this,  fome  of  the  more  ci¬ 
vilized  fort,  particularly  thofe  in  Cook’s  River,  wear  a  fmall  piece 
of  fur  tied  round  the  waifl,  when  the  heat  of  the  day  caufes  them 
to  throw  their  coat  afide,  or  they  are  difpofed  to  fell  it.  The  drefs 
of  the  women  differs  in  fome  refpedls  from  that  of  the  men  :  their 
under  garment  is  made  of  fine  tanned  leather,  and  covers  the 
body  from  the  neck  to  the  ancle,  being  tied  in  different  parts  to 
make  it  fit  clofe :  over  this  is  tied  a  piece  of  tanned  leather  like 
an  apron,  and  which  reaches  no  higher  than  the  waifl;  the  upper 
garment  is  made  in  much  the  fame  manner  as  the  men’s  coats, 
and  generally  of  tanned  leather,  the  women  not  caring  to  wear 
furs,  as  they  were  always  unwilling  to  be  flripped  of  their  gar¬ 
ments,  which,  fliould  they  happen  to  be  worth  purchafing,  their 
hufbands  alway  infilled  on  their  being  fold ;  indeed,  the  deport¬ 
ment  of  the  women  in  general  was  decent,  modefl,;  and  becom- 
ing. 

It  might  be  imagined,  that  the  children  of  thefe  lavages  would 
enjoy  the  free  and  unreflrained  ufe  of  their  limbs  from  their  ear- 
liefl  infancy;  this,  however,  is  not  altogether  the  cafe:  three 
pieces  of  bark  are  faflened  together,  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  chair, 
the  infant,  after  being  wrapped  in  furs,,  is  put  into  this  chair,  and 
Jafhed  fo  clofe,  that  it  cannot  alter  its  poflure  even  with  draggling ; 
and  the  chair  is  fo  contrived,  that  when  a  mother  wants  to  feed  her 
child,  or  give  it  the  bread,  there  is  no  occafion  to  releafe  it  from 
„  its  fhackles.  Soft  mofs  is  ufed  by  the  Indian  nurfe  to  keep  her 
child  clean ;  but  little  regard  is  paid  to  this  article,  and  the  poor 
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infants  are  often  terribly  excoriated,  nay,  I  have  frequently  fecn 
boys  of  fix  or  feven  years  old,  whofe  pofteriors  have  born  evident 
marks,  of  this  negleCt  in  their  infancy. 

Ornaments  feem  to  differ  in  particular  places  more  than  drefs ; 
for  inflance — the  aperture,  or  fecond  mouth,  a  little  above  the 
chin,  feems  confined  to  the  men  of  Cook’s  River  and  Prince 
William’s  Sound ;  whilft  the  wooden  ornament  in  the  under  lip 
is  wore  by  the  women  only,  in  that  part  of  the  coaft  from  Port 
Mulgrave  to  Queen  Charlotte’s  Iflands. 

Beads  are  held  in  much  greater  eftimation  in  the  harbours  firft 
mentioned  than  any  where  elfe  within  our  obfervation.  Thefe  or¬ 
naments  were  undoubtely  introduced  here  by  the  Ruffians,  who 
have  conftantly  traded  with  thefe  people  for  many  years  paft,  and 
beads  have  been  generally  ufed  in  barter,  fo  that  if  we  make  this 
a  rule  for  judging  how  far  the  Ruffians  have  had  a  direft  inter- 
courfe  on  the  coafl,  it  will  appear  that  they  have  no,t  been  to  the 
E  aft  ward  of  Cape  Hinchinbrook  :  and  I  think  this  conjecture  far 
from  improbable. 

There  is  at  leaf!  two  or  three  different  languages  fpoken  on  the 
coaft,  and  yet  probably  they  are  all  pretty  generally  underftood ; 
though  if  we  may  credit  the  old  Chief  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Iflands, 
his  people  were  totally  ignorant  of  that  fpoke  by  the  inhabitants 
to  the  Eaftward,  and  which  we  judged  to  be  the  continent :  they 
all  appear  uncouth  and  difficult  to  pronounce  j  yet  though  they 
abound  in  confonants,  the  words  have  rather  a  labial  and  dental, 
than  a  guttural  pronunciation  :  however,  I  fhall  fubjoin  the  nu¬ 
merals  ufed  by  the  natives  of  Prince  William’s  Sound,  Norfolk 
Sound,  and  King  George’s  Sound,  which  will  give  thee  a  better 
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idea  of  thefe  different  languages  than  any  defcription  of  mine  can  1787. 
poffibly  do ;  at  the  fame  time  let  me  obferve,  that  thofe  ufed  at 
King  George’s  Sound  were  furnifhed  me  by  a  friend  whom  I  met 
with  on  Aboard  the  Prince  of  Wales,  otherwife  thou  mighteft 
wonder  at  my  preemption  in  fending  thee  the  language  of  a  place 
I  never  faw. 


Prince  TVilliam's  Sound 
and  Cook's  River, 

•- 


Norfolk  Sound, 


One  Afthlenach 
Two  Malchnach 
Three  Pinglulin 
Four  Staachman 
Five  Talchman 
Six  Inglulin 
Seven 
Fight 
Nine 
Ten 


Tlaafch 

Taafch 

Noofch 

T  ackoon 

Keichin 

Ctletufchufh 

Takatufchufh 

Noofchatufchufh 

Koofchufh 

Ghincart. 


could  not 
be  afcertained. 

Coolin, 


King  George's  Sound*, 

Sorvvock 

Athlac 

Cat  fa 

Moo 

Soutcha* 

Nodtpoo 

Athlapoo, 

Athlaquell 

Sarvacquell 

Highhoo. 


Thefe  numerals  are  fpelt  as  near  the  mode  of  pronunciation  as 
I  poflibly  can,  and  yet  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  fpeak  them  any 
thing  like  the  natives.  In  regard  to  pronunciation,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Cook’s  River  are  the  moil  perfect  I  ever  met  with  or 
heard  of ;  they  will  repeat  the  moft  difficult  Englifh  words  with 
great  eafe,  and  particularly  thofe  that  begin  or  end  with  th ,  though 
Europeans  in  general  are  unable  to  do  it, 

I  have  already  given  thee  fonie  defcription  of  the  canoes  in 
general,  and  I  fhall  juft  add,  that  the  fm all  ones  in  Cook’s  River 
are  about  eighteen  or  nineteen  feet  long,  and  curved  at  each  end, 

Hh  fome 
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fomething  like  the  neck  of  a  violin ;  they  are  conttrufled  of  ribs 
of  (lender  lath,  and  covered  with  feal  (kins.  Their  hunting  and 
fifhing  implements  are  fattened  with  ftraps  on  the  outfide  of  the 
canoe,  fo  as  to  be  laid  hold  of  the  moment  the  hunter  fees  his 
prey.  The  (ingle  canoes  are  rowed  with  fmall  double  bladed 
paddles,  and  are  managed  by  thefe  people  with  great  dexterity. 

Befides  the  ornaments  already  mentioned,  the  Indians  are  very 
fond  of  mafks  or  vifors,  and  various  kinds  of  caps,  all  of  which 
are  painted  with  different  devices,  fuch  as  birds,  beatts,  fifties, 
and  fometimes  reprefentations  of  the  human  face ;  they  have 
'like wife  many  of  thefe  devices  carved  in  wood,  and  fome  of  them 
far  fr  om  being  ill  executed. 

Thefe  curiofities  feem  to  be  greatly  valued,  and  are  carefully 
packed  in  neat  fquare  boxes,  that  tney  may  the  more  conveniently 
be  carried  about. 

Whenever  any  large  party  came  to  trade,  thefe  treafures  were 
firft  produced,  and  the  principal  perfons  drefled  out  in  all  their 
finery  before  the  finging  commenced.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Chief  (who  always  condu&s  the  vocal  concert)  puts  on  a  large 
coat,  made  of  the  elk  (kin,  tanned,  round  the  lower  part  of  which 
is  one,  or  fometimes  two  rows  of  dried  berries,  or  the  beaks  of 
birds,  which  make  a  rattling  noife  whenever  he  moves.  In  his 
hand  he  has  a  rattle,  or  more  commonly  a  contrivance  to  anfwer 
the  fame  end,  which  is  of  a  circular  form,  about  nine  inches  in 
diameter,  and  made  of  three  fmall  fticks  bent  round  at  different 
diftances  from  each  other:  great  numbers  of  birds  beaks  and  dried 
berries  are  tied  to  this  curious  inftrument,  which  is  (hook  by  the 
Chief  with  great  glee,  and  in  his  opinion  makes  no  fmall  addition 

to 
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to  the  concert.  Their  fongs  generally  conlift  of  feveral  ftanzas, 
to  each  of  which  is  added  a  chorus.  The  beginning  of  each  ftanza 
is  given  out  by  the  Chief  alone,  after  which  both  men  and  women 
join  and  fing  in  odaves,  beating  time  regularly  with  their  hands, 
or  paddles  :  meanwhile  the  Chief  fhakes  his  rattle,  and  makes  a 
thoufand  ridiculous  gefticulations,  finging  at  intervals  in  different 

notes  from  the  reft ;  and  ..this  mirth  generally  continues  near  half 
an  hour  without  intermiffion. 

I  fhall  here  write  down,  in  notes,  a  fong  which  I  often  heard 
whilft  we  lay  in  Norfolk  Sound  :  my  knowledge  of  the  fcience  is 
fo  very  fuperhcial  that  I  can  fay  but  very  little  as  to  its  accuracy  3 
however,  it  will  ferve  to  convey  a  better  idea  of  the  mufic  ufed  on 
the  American  coa#  than  any  other  mode  of  defcription  can  do5 
at  the  fame  time  it  lliould  be  obferved,  that  they  have  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  tunes,  but  the  method  of  performing  them  is  univerfally 
the  fame. 

Whether  or  no  they  make  ufe  of  any  hieroglyphics  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  events,  I  cannot  fay,  though  their  numerous  draw-' 
mgs  of  birds  and  fillies,  and  their  carved  reprefentations  of  ani¬ 
mals  and  human  faces,  might,  perhaps,  warrant  a  fuppofition  of 
the  kind. .  Many  of  thefe  carvings  are  well  proportioned,  and  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  ingenuity,  which  appears, 
rather  extraordinary  among#  a  people  fo  remote  from  civilized 
refinement.  .  But  then  we  mu#  confider  that  this  art  is  far  from 
being  in  its  infancy  ;  a  fondnefs  for  carving  and  feu  Ip  ture  was 
difeovered  among#  thefe  people  by  Captain  Cook  :  iron  implements 
weie  then  alfo  in  ufe3  and  their  knives  are  fo  very  thin  that  they 
bend  them  into  a  variety  of  forms,  which  anfwer  their  every  pur- 
pole  nearly  as  well  as  if  they  had  recourfe  to  a  carpenters  tool 
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cheft.  At  what  period  iron  was  introduced  on  this  coaff  is  very 
uncertain,  but  it  muft  doubtlefs  be  a  confiderable  time  ago  ;  and 
1  may  venture  to  aflert  that  their  implements  are  not  of  Englifh 
manufacture,  fo  that  their  is  little  doubt  of  their  being  obtained 
from  the  Ruffians.  The  only  implement  I  faw,  (iron  excepted) 
was  a  toe  made  of  jafper ,  the  fame  as  thofe  ufed  by  the  New 
Zealanders. 

■  • 

The  ingenuity  of  thefe  people  is  not  confined  to  devices  in 
wood,  or  drawings  on  bark j  they  manufacture  a  kind  of  variegated 
blanket  or  cloak,  fomething  like  our  horfe  cloths ;  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  wove,  but  made  entirely  by  hand,  and  are  neatly 
finifhed :  I  imagine  thefe  cloaks  are  made  of  wool  collected  from 
the  A  ins  of  beads  killed  in  the  chace  ;  they  are  held  in  great  efti- 
mation,  and  only  wore  on  extraordinary  occasions. 

Befides  the  fkin  coats  and  cloaks  wore  in  common,  they  have 
large  coats  purpofely  for  war,  made  of  the  elk  fkin,  tanned,  and 
wore  double,  fometimes  threefold.  Their  weapons  are  fpears  fixed 
to  a  pole  fix  or  eight  feet  long,  and  a  kind  of  fhort  dagger,  which 
is  wore  in  a  leather  cafe,  and  tied  round  the  body :  to  this  dagger 
a  leather  thong  is  fattened,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  hole  for  the 
middle  finger,  the  leather  is  afterwards  twifted  round  the  wrift, 
in  order  to  fix  the  dagger  firm  in  the  hand ;  fo  that  the  warrior 
lofes  his  weapon  only  with  his  life. 

Food  in  the  winter  feafon  confuts  chiefly  of  dried  fifli,  but  when 
the  time  of  hunting  comes  on,  they  have  greater  variety,  amongft 
which  broiled  feal  feems  to  be  reckoned  a  molt  delicious  repaid ; 
they  fometimes  offered  us  pieces  of  it,  and  on  our  refufing  this 
dainty,  always  looked  at  us  with  a  mixture  of  aftonifhment  and 

contempt. 
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contempt.  In  the  fpring,  or  rather  fummer,  here  are  variety  of  1787. 
herbs  ;  which  the  natives  eat  with  great  relifti ;  and  in  Norfolk 
Sound,  we  faw  the  wild  lilly  root  in  abundance.  Though  thefe  """ 
poor  favages  are  in  their  general  manners  truly  in  a  Hate  of  un¬ 
cultivated  barbarifm,  yet  in  cne  inftance  they  can  boaft  of  a  re¬ 
finement  equal  to  that  of  more  polite  nations,  and  that  is  gaming , 
which  is  carried  on  here  to  as  great  a  pitch  (comparatively  fpeak- 
mg)  as  at  any  of  our  moderate  fafhionable  clubs.  The  only  gam¬ 
ing  implements  I  faw,  were  fifty-two  fmall  round  bits  of  wood, 
about  the  fize  of  your  middle  finger,  and  differently  marked  with 
led  paint.  A  game  is  played  by  two  perfons  with  thefe  pieces  of 
wood,  and  chiefly  confifts  in  placing  them  in  a  variety  of  pofi- 
tions,  but  I  am  unable  to  defcribe  it  minutely.  The  man  whom 
I  before  mentioned  our  having  on  board  at  Port  Mulgrave,  loft  a 
knife,  a  fpear,  and  feveral  toes  at  this  game  in  lefs  than  an  hour : 
though  this  lofs  was  at  leaft  equal  to  an  Englifti  gamefter  lofing 

his  eftate,  yet  the  poor  fellow  bore  his  ill-fortune  with  great  pa¬ 
tience  and  equanimity  of  temper. 

Time  is  calculated  by  moons,  and  remarkable  events  are  re¬ 
membered  with  eafe  for  one  generation,  but  whether  for  any  longer 
period  is  very  doubtful. 


Sea  otter  ikins  are  the  ftaple  commodity  in  the  fur  trade,  the 
otnei  varieties  we  have  met  with  I  have  before  enumerated,  and  I 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Etches,  that  King  George’s  Sound  produced 
as  many  diffeient  foits  of  Ikins  as  Cook’s  River :  I  have  alfo 
taken  notice  of  the  articles  moft  acceptable  in  barter,  and  fhall 
only  add  on  that  head,  that  copper  is  almoft  the  only  article  in 
requeft  at  King  George’s  Sound;  and  though  faws  are  obvioufly 
ci  the  greateft  ufe  to  the  Indians,  yet  we  found  them  fo  little  va- 
j  1  lued. 
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1787.  lued,  that  they  would  fcarcely  take  a  faw  for  a  feal  lkin  $  but  time 
A"s_ui\  and  ufe  will  no  doubt  teach  them  the  value  both  of  thefe  and  other 
utenfils  left  by  us  on  the  coaft. 

I  have  now  taken  notice  of  every  circumftance  refpe&ing  thefe 
people  that  fell  within  my  immediate  obfervation.  I  might  indeed 
fpin  my  letter  into  a  volume,  with  notions  merely  conje&ural ; 
fuch  as  the  origin  of  thefe  people,  from  what  country  they  firft 
emigrated,  &c.  &c.  but  as  conjectures  are  fometimes  partial, 
often  uncertain,  and  therefore  inconclufive,  I  am  fure  thou  wilt 
be  pleafed  that  I  do  not  trouble  thee  with  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
and  wilt  perhaps  think  me  fufficiently  tedious  already — fo  that  I 
fhall  conclude,  with  perfedl  affurances  of  unalterable  efteem  and 
attachment,  thine,  &c. 

W.  B. 

Dated  at  Sea,  \  ' 

Auguft  15  th.  j 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

HAVING  already  given  thee  every  information  in  my  power 
refpedling  the  dreary  and  inhofpitable  American  coaft,  I 
{hall  return  to  our  proceedings  on  board.  I  have  already  obferv- 
ed,  that  we  parted  with  our  new  friends  in  the  morning  of  the 
9th  of  Auguft,  they  fleering  for  Queen  Charlotte’s  Hands,  and 
we  fliaping  our  courfe  for  Sandwich  Hands,  in  far  better  fpirits 

than 
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thrn  when  we  left  the  coaft  HR  year.  At  10  o’clock,  Woody  1787. 
Point  bore  North  by  Eaft  7  leagues  diftant ;  our  latitude  at  noon  ,  Au^uh 
was  49  deg.  30  min.  and  the  longitude  128  deg.  10  min.  Weft. 

From  this  to  the  12th,  we  had  a  frefli  Ready  breeze  at  North 
Weft,  with  moderate  weather.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the  12th, 
was  44  deg.  22  min.  North;  and  13 1  deg.  59  min.  Weft  longi- 
.  tude. 

) 

From  the  12th  to  the  15th,  we  had  chiefly  light  variable  winds, 
with  calms  by  turns.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  a  frefli 
breeze  again  fprung  up  at  North  North  Weft.  Our  latitude  at 
noon  was  41  deg.  41  min.  and  the  longitude  by  lunar  obfervation3 
1 3 1  deg.  Weft. 

!  .  % 

•  .  .  4 

For  fome  days  paft,  we  had  feen  an  innumerable  quantity  of 
curious  animal  and  vegetable  fubftances  floating  on  the  water, 
called  by  failors,  Portugueze  men  of  war ;  the  bottom  part  is  about 
two  inches  long,  oval,  and  of  a  purple  colour ;  the  upper  part  is 
quite  thin  and  expanded,  nearly  in  the  fliape  of  a  fan.  We  found 
the  variation  of  the  comp?fs  here  16  deg.  16  min.  Eafterly.  Our 
latitude  at  noon  on  the  17th,  was  40  deg.  8  min.  Norths  and  the 
longitude  133  deg.  26  min.  Weft. 

The  wind  hauled  gradually  to  the  Northward  and  Eaft  ward,  and 
by  the  2 1  ft  we  might  be  faid  to  have  a  regular  North  Eaft  trade: 
our  latitude  at  noon  was  34  deg.  28  min.  North ;  and  the  longitude 
by  lunar  obfervation  136  deg.  20  min.  Weft.  The  wind  continued 
pretty  conftant  at  North-Eaft,  aud  the  weather  in  general  moderate 
and  fine. 


On 
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On  the  2d  of  September,  being  in  20  deg.  1  min.  North  latb 
tude  and  150  deg.  3  min.  Weft  longitude,  we  fleered  due  Weft,  in 
order  to  make  Qwhyhee,  the  principal  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands* 

Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the  3d  was  19  deg.  55  min.  North, 
and  our  longitude,  being  the  mean  of  feveral  fets  lunar  obferva- 
tions,  152  deg.  9  min.  Weft. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  we  faw  Qwhyhee,  which- 
bore  from  South  South  Weft  to  Weft,  one-fourth  North,  about  four¬ 
teen  leagues  diftant;  the  latitude  at  noon  was  20  deg.  4  min.  and 
the  longitude,  by  lunar  obfervation,  154  deg.  41  min.  Weft.  The 
breeze  growing  light,  we  could  not  fetch  the  land  by  day-light,  fo 
that  at  fix  olc!ock  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  Northward,  making 
occafional  boards  during  the  night,, 

This  paflage,  from  the  American  coaft  to  Owhyhee,  has  been 
by  far  the  moft  favourable  of  any  we  have  experienced  during  the 
voyage ;  we  have  performed  it  in  lefs  than  a  month,  whereas  we  exi- 
pedied  to  have  been  at  leaft  five  weeks  :  however,  wehad.frefh 
reafon  to  admire  the  goodnefs  of  Providence,  which  had  been  with 
us  during  the  whole  of  our  voyage,  and  more  particularly  in  this 
inftance,  for  the  fcurvy  had  already  made  a  rapid  progrefs  amongft 
the  fhip’s  company,  fcarcely  a  perfon  on  board  being  free  from  its. 
baneful  influence,  and  feveral  of  our  people  rendered  incapable  of 
doing  their  duty,  fo  that  had  the  pafiage  hither  been  long  and 
tedious,  it  doublefs  would  have  proved  fatal  to  many  of  us,  not- 
withftanding  every  antifcorbutic  on  board  was  adminiftered  in  the 
moft  liberal  manner ;  but  the  hope  of  fpeedily  procuring  frefh 
pork  and  vegetables  now  infufed  new  life  and  vigour  into  every 
perfon.. 


I  fhall 
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I  fliall  juft  obferve  here,  that  our  people,  while  on  the  coaft,  had 
falted  laige  quantities  of  halibut,  and  always  eat  it  in  preference 
to  the  fhip  s  beef  and  pork.  Whether  or  no  their  devouring  this 
fait  fifh,  at  no  kind  of  allowance,  might  accelerate  the  fcorbutic 
complaint,  I  leave  to  the  faculty  to  determine. 

But  to  return.  —  At  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  we 
boie  away  to  the  Weft  ward,  and  feeing  a  number  of  canoes 
coming  from  the  land,  we  hove  to  in  order  to  trade  with  them  : 
the  people  brought  great  plenty  of  fmali  hogs  and  potatoes,  and 
were  as  fond  as ‘ever  of  iron,  though  we  were  afraid  that  the  Im¬ 
perial  Eagle,  and  feveral  of  the  Bengal  fhips,  touching  here,  would 
have  been  prejudicial  to  the  trade. 

By  ten  o’clock  a  vaft  number  of  canoes  were  along-fide  us,  and 
the  Indians  traded  very  eagerly,  many  of  them  climbing  up  the 
fhip’s  fide  for  that  purpofe,  and  numbers  merely  to  gratify  their 
curiofity,  and  look  for  any  thing  they  could  run  away  with.  One 
of  this  laft  defcription,  watching  his  opportunity  whilft  all  of  us 
were  bufily  engaged  with  the  traders,  fnatched  a  poker  from  the 
Aimourei  s  foige  and  jumped  over  board  with  it.  We  called  to  him 
repeatedly  to  bring  it  back,  but  all  in  vain,  the  fellow  fwam  off 
with  it,  and  feemed  lemarkably  well  pleafed  with  his  acquifition : 
prefently  one  of  the  canoes  picked  him  up,  and  they  paddled  away 
foi  the  fhoie.  On  this  our  Captain  determined  to  make  an 
example  of  him,  and  the  more  fo,  as  if  he  was  fuffered  to  efcape 
with  impunity,  we  fliould  find  it  impoftible  to  trade  with  fuch 
a  multiplicity  of  people,  without  being  continually  fubjedl  to  their 
depiedations :  on  which  feveral  mufkets  were  fired  at  the  thief, 
and  we  prefently  faw  that  he  was  very  feverely  wounded,  by  his 
bleeding  piofufely.  After  fome  time,  his  companions  were  per- 
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17B7.  fuaded  to  bring  him  along- fide,  and  we  got  him  on  board.  The 
September,  ^all  fl-ruck  fog  under-jaw,  and  hurt  part  of  the  upper-lip. 

Our  Surgeon  dreffed  the  wound  in  the  beft  manner  he  was  able* 
and  we  fent  the  poor  fellow  away  ;  but  before  he  left  us,  he  pe¬ 
titioned  the  Captain  for  a  toe,  and  received  it. 

The  Indians  were  not  in  the  leaft  intimidated  by  this  circum- 
fiance,  but  traded  with  us  prefently  afterwards,  as  if  nothing  had 
happened. 

It  was  not  our  Captain’s  intention  to  anchor  at  this  iftand* 
but  ply  off  and  on  occafionally,  in  order  to  procure  a  good  fupply 
of  hogs  and  vegetables,  and  all  the  line  we  could  meet  with,  this 
part  of  Owhyhee  affording  great  plenty  of  fi filing-lines,  which  we 
had  found,  by  experience,  to  be  particularly  ufeful  in  making  ropes, 
for  various  purpofes. 

At  noon  we  faw  Mowee,  the  EafI  end  of  which  bore  North 
56  deg.  Weft,  about  twelve  leagues  diftant,  and  the  extremes  of 
Owhyhee,  from  South  76  deg.  Weft  to  North  30  deg.  Eaft,  about 
eight  miles  diftant  from  fhore :  our  latitude  was  20  deg.  17  min. 
North. 

The  weather  during  the  7  th  being  moderate,  we  plied,  occafi¬ 
onally,  as  beft  fuited  our  conveniency  for  trading  with  the  people, 
who  kept  fupplying  us  with  hogs  and  vegetables  5  fo  that  by  the 
evening  we  had  got  an  ample  fupply  of  pro  vi  lions.. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  having  a  frefh  Eafterly 
breeze  and  fine  weather,  we  flood  along  the  lliore,  for  the  Wefter- 
moft  point  of  the  ifland,  which  at  noon  bore  South,  about  five 
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leagues  diftant,  and  our  diftance  from  fhore  about  four  miles :  a  1787. 
number  of  canoes  followed  us,  but  being  favoured  with  a  frefh  September, 
Ready  breeze,  we  foon  left  them  behind.  About  one  o’clock,  be-  ' 
ing  well  in  with  the  South-Weft  point,  we  hove  to,  in  order  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity  of  trading  for  curiofities,  our  Cap¬ 
tain  having  given  them  lmeity  for  that  purpofe.  A  vaft  number 
of  canoes  came  along-fide  us  from  this  part  of  the  illand,  and  we 
purchafed  a  good  quantity  of  line  for  the  fliip’s  ufe.  At  three 
o’clock  we  made  fail,  and  bore  up  for  Whahoo,  that  being  the 
place  Captain  Dixon  intended  to  wood  and  water  at.  At  fix  o’clock 
the  fmall  illand  Tahoura,  bore  North  60  deg.  Weft,  about  8  leagues 
ftiftant.  In  the  evening  the  breeze  frelhening,  we  double-reefed 
the  topfails  and  mainfail,  and  at  ten  o’clock  hauled  our  wind  to  the 
Southward,  it  not  being  prudent  to  run  in  the  night.  At  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  wore  and  made  fail;  the  weather  was 
fine,  with  a  frefh  Eafterly  breeze,  which  continued  during  the  for¬ 
mer  part  of  the  day,  but  afterwards  we  had  light  bafling  winds, 
with  calms  by  turns.  At  noon,  the  Weft  end  of  Ranai  bore 
North  10  deg.  Weft,  about  ten  miles  diftant.  During  the  after¬ 
noon  we  had  feveral  canoes  from  Ranai  along-fide,  which  brought 
us  a  numbei  of  fifhing-lines,  but  little  befides  :  thefe  we  pur- 
chafed  with  fmall  toes. 

At  fix  o  clock  a  bluff-head  on  the  Weft  fide  of  Ranai,  much  re- 
fembling  Beachy-Head,  bore  North  6  deg.  Eaft,  five  miles  diftant. 

In  the  evening  we  had  feveral  heavy  fqualls,  which  caufed  us  to 
clofe-reef  the  topfails,  and  fingle-reef  the  mainfail ;  but  about  mid¬ 
night  the  weather  grew  moderate,  and  at  day-light  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  10th,  we  fet  all  fail  on  feeing  Whahoo  right  a-head. 

We  were  favoured  with  a  frefh  Eafterly  breeze,  and  by  half  paft 
eleven  o  clock,  being  well  into  the  bay  we  formerly  anchored  in, 
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1787.  we  came  to  with  the  heft  bower,  in  eight  and  a  half  fathom  water, 
September.  over  a  fanc[y  bottom  interfperfed  with  rocks.  The  extremes  of  the 
bay  bore  from  South  80  deg.  Eaft,  to  South  68  deg.  Weft,  about 
two  miles  diftant  from  fhore. 

Our  intention  was  to  ftay  here  no  longer  than  was  necefiary  to 
procure  wood  and  water,  as  we  knew  from  fad  experience  that  it 
was  fcarcely  poftible  to  lay  here  for  any  length  of  time  without 
injuring  our  cables,  not  only  on  account  of  the  foul  bottom,  but 
from  the  heavy  fwell  conftantly  fetting  into  the  bay  at  South 
Eaft. 

There  was  feveral  canoes  along-fide,  fome  of  which  we  fent  on 
fhore  for  water  ;  but  few  of  the  people  brought  any,  laying  that 
every  thing  was  tabooed. 

During  the  afternoon  our  people  were  employed  in  fetting  up 
the  rigging  fore  and  aft.  Towards  the  evening  our  vifitants  were 
pretty  numerous,  but  they  confifted  chiefly  of  females  who  came 
along-fide,  expe6ting  to  get  hulbands  for  the  night,  fo  that  though 
we  at  prefent  were  reftrifted  from  neceflary  articles,  yet  thofe  who 
were  difpofed  to  folace  themfelves  with  the  chearful  Whahoo  dam- 
fels,  had  no  reafon  to  repine.  In  the  morning  of  the  nth  our 
old  friend  the  Prieft,  with  his  ufual  attendants,  paid  us  a  vifit. 
From  him  we  learnt  that  the  King  propofed  paying  us  a  vifit,  be¬ 
fore  the  natives  were  allowed  to  furnifli  us  with  wrater  or  provifions. 
Accordingly,  about  noon  Teereteere  came  on  board,  attended  by  a 
number  of  Chiefs,  and  his  nephew  Myaro,  whofe  fhape  and  figure 
I  had  fo  greatly  admired  when  laft  at  this  place.  He  was  grown 
rather  ftouter  than  when  I  faw  him  laft,  but  his  ikin  was  covered 
in  feveral  places  with  a  kind  of  white  fcurf,  winch  at  firit  1  ima¬ 
gined 
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gined  to  be  the  effect  of  his  drinking  ava.  On  alking  him  about  1787. 
it,  he  told  me  that  it  was  a  breaking  out  very  common  amongft  ^ept^mb^' 
them  ;  and  fo  far  from  being  occafioned  by  drinking  ava,  that  it 
was  a  crime  for  fo  young  a  perfon  as  himfelf  to  touch  it. 

The  King  brought  a  fine  hog  and  fome  cocoa-nuts  as  a  prefent : 
but  it  was  evident  that  he  meant  to  regulate  his  conduct  towards 
us  by  the  reception  we  gave  him,  and  that  we  might  expedt  our 
wants  fupplied  in  proportion  as  he  approved  of  our  prefents  :  he 
enquired  repeatedly  after  Captain  Portlock,  and  appeared  very  anxi¬ 
ous  to  fee  him.  Myaro,  and  feveral  of  the  Chiefs  afked  after  Pia- 
pia,  and  feemed  well  pleafed  to  hear  of  his  being  at  Atoui. 

After  Teereteere  had  fatisfied  his  curiofity,  and  Captain  Dixon 
made  him  a  prefent  of  fome  toes  and  other  trifling  ai  tides,  he  went 
on  fhore ;  and  we  prefently  found  the  good  effedts  of  our  bounty, 
great  numbers  of  the  natives  flocking  to  us  with  water,  fo  that  by 
fun-fet  we  had  filled  fourteen  butts. 

By  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  we  were  furrounded  by 
canoes  full  of  water,  fo  that  the  remainder  of  our  empty  calks  were 
prefently  filled,  and  many  of  the  poor  Indians  emptied  their  gourds 
into  the  fea,  when  they  found  we  had  no  occafion  for  any  more. 

Our  next  objedt  was  to  procure  wood,  which  our  friends  no  fooner 
knew  than  they  paddled  away  for  the  fhore,  and  in  lefs  than  an 
hour  began  to  fupply  us  very  brifkly.  They  alfo  brought  a  great 
quantity  of  fruit,  fomewhat  refembling  a  nedtarine,  and  which  I 
had  not  noticed  when  laft  at  this  ifland :  they  eat  very  agreeably, 
and  are  cool,  juicy,  and  refrelhing.  The  natives  fupplied  us  but 
fparingly  with  hogs  and  vegetables,  but  we  had  not  the  lead:  want 
of  either,  the  fupply  we  got  at  Owhyhee  being  far  from  expended. 

About 
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About  noon  Teereteere  and  his  attendants  paid  us  another  vifit, 

* 

bringing  two  hogs  and  fome  cocoa-nuts  as  a  prefent.  The  Ar¬ 
mourer  being  at  work,  Captain  Dixon  ordered  him  to  make  a 
pahou  for  the  King,  which  pleafed  him  wonderfully,  and  he  ex- 
prefied  his  friendfhip  for  us  in  the  mod:  unreferved  manner,  pro- 
mifing  to  accommodate  Po  Pote ,  when  he  came,  with  every  thing 
the  ifland  afforded. 


By  three  in  the  afternoon  we  had  got  a  fufficient  quantity  of  wood 
on  board,  and  our  Captain  determining  to  leave  this  place  as  foon 
as  poffible,  the  people  were  employed  in  clearing  the  decks,  and 
getting  every  thing  ready  for  fea.  Thou  wilt  probably  hear  from 
me  at  Atoui.  Thine, 


Whahoo, 
September  13  th. 


} 


W.  B. 


LETTER  XL. 


HAVING  a  frefli  Eafterly  breeze,  we  weighed  anchor  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  made  fail  for  AtouL 
During  our  flay  at  Whahoo,  the  Wind  had  been  fteady  at  E.  N.  E. 
and  the  weather  very  moderate.  The  mean  of  the  thermometer 
79  deg.  and  the  latitude  of  our  anchoring  birth  2 1  deg.  1 6  min. 
North. 
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We  had  been  favoured  with  the  company  of  the  old  Prieft  and  I787. 
his  attendants  fince  the  morning  of  the  1 2th ;  and  no  canoe  now 
comng  for  him,  we  made  feveral  boards  in  the  bay,  being  un¬ 
willing  to  take  the  old  man  to  Atoui,  if  we  could  avoid  it.. 

Towards  feven  o’clock  the  Prieft’s  canoe  came  along- fide ;  and 
prefently  afterwards  we  faw  that  of  the  King  putting  off  in  a  great 
hurry,  on  which  we  backed  the  main-topfail,  and  foon  found  it  to 
be  Tereteeree  and  Iris  attendants. 

When  the  King  came  on  board,  he  feemed  to  be  forry  that  we 
fhould  leave  Whahoo  fo  foon,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us 
that  his  only  motive  in  paying  this  villt  was  to  bid  us  farewell : 
but  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  that  intereft  principally  brought  him  on 
board;  and  that  he  was  unwilling  we  fhould  leave  the  illand,  and 
have  all  our  wants  fupplied  fo  very  expeditioufly,  without  making 
fome  addition  to  our  former  prefents ;  though,  to  do  him  j  office, 
no  demand  of  the  kind  was  diredlly  made ;  but  he  frequently  infmu- 
ated,  that  our  being  fo  fpeedily  fupplied  with  wood  and  water,  was 
in  confequence  of  his  immediate  orders  for  that  purpofe;,  and  that 
the  fame  refpedtful  attention  fhould  be  (hewn  to  Po  Pote,  when¬ 
ever  he  arrived.  As  Tereteere  feemed  to  lay  great  ftrefs  on  this  laid 
circumftance,  our  Captain  made  him  4  prefent  of  a  few  axes  and 
faws,  with  which  he  was  pleafed  to  the  higheit  degree  imaginable. 

Our  courfe  being  near  that  part  of  the  ifland  where  the  King 
ufually  refided,  he  flaid  on  board  fome  time,  and  was  much  de¬ 
lighted  to  fee  the  (hip  under  fail.  As  we  were  fleering  nearly 
before  the  wind,  Captain  Dixon  ordered  the  man  at  the  helm  to 
luff  up  and  bear  away  occafionally,  a  circumflance  which  engaged 
Tereteeree’s  attention  very  much,  and  excited  his  furprize  and  ad¬ 
miration. 

Towards 
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1787.  Towards  eleven  o’clock,  being  nearly  abreaft  Whititte  Bay ,  the 
u— v— 3*  ^ing’s  refidence,  he  left  us,  with  many  profefflons  of  friend¬ 
ship?  frequently  repeating  the  word  proha  ;  or,  I  wifh  you  a  good 
voyage  and  a  fair  wind. 

—  * 

In  the  afternoon,  and  during  the  night,  we  had  light  variable 
winds,  the  weather  clofe  and  fultry.  In  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
a  moderate  breeze  fprung  up  at  N.  N.  E.  At  noon,  the  South 
W ell  point  of  Whahoo  bore  South  75  degrees  Eafl ;  and  the  North 
Well  point  North  83  degrees  Eaff,  about  eight  leagues  diflant. 

During  the  afternoon  and  night,  we  had  light  baffling  winds, 
with  intervening  calms.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  we  faw  King’s  Mount,  Atoui,  which  bore  North  Well  by 
Well  half  Well,  nine  leagues  diflant.  At  noon  we  had  a  light 
Eafterly  breeze  and  clear  weather.  The  meridian  altitude  gave 
21  deg.  43  min.  North  latitude.  At  fix  in  the  afternoon,  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  Atoui  bore  from  North  20  deg.  Well,  to  South  85 
deg.  Well  5  diflant  from  Ihore  four  or  five  leagues. 

The  evening  being  cloudy  and  dark,  at  feven  o’clock  we  hauled  by 
the  wind  to  the  Southward,  and  tacked  occafionally  during  the  night. 
At  five  m  the  morning  of  the  16th,  we  bore  up  and  made  fail,  with 
a  light  Eaflerly  breeze.  By  nine  o’clock  we  were  within  two  miles 
of  the  Eafl  fide  of  Atoui.  A  number  of  the  natives  prefently 
came  along-fide,  bringing  us  potatoes  and  taro,  which  we  purchafed 
for  nails.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  21  deg.  52  min.  North. 
We  kept  handing  along  Shore  for  Wymoa  Bay }  but  the  wind 
being  light  and  variable,  it  was  doubtful  whether  we  Should  be 
able  to  eftedl  our  purpofe.  Great  numbers  of  canoes  now  came 
along-fide  the  vellel  \  and  many  of  the  people  were  rejoiced  to  fee 
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us  again :  numbers  of  them  afked  after  Po  P ote,  and  teemed  conceiii^u 
that  he  was  not  in  our  company.  On  our  afking  after  Abbenooe 
and  his  fon  Tyheira,  the  people  told  us  they  were  both  at  Oneehow. 

-  About  five  o'clock,  our  old  friend  Long* fhanks  came  on  bo  a^d, 
he  was  fo  rejoiced  to  fee  his  former  acquaintance,  that  teais  ian 
down  his  cheeks,  and  it  was  fome  time  before  he  became  perfe&ly 
calm  and  colledled.  From  him  we  learned  that  Abbenooe  was  on 
fhore  at  Attoui,  and  not  at  Oneehow,  as  we  had  been  informed. 

The  little  breeze  we  had  during  the  afternoon  dying  away,  at 
fix  o'clock  we  came  to  with  the  Imall  bower,  in  nineteen  fathom 
water,  over  a  fandy  bottom,  about  two  miles  to  the  Eaflward  of 
our  former  fituation. 

Soon  after  this  Tyheira  came  on  board,  and  (on  our  afking  after 
Abbenooe)  began  to  tell  us  a  very  lamentable  lbory,  the  puipoit 
of  which  was,  that  fmce  we  left  Atoui,  a  fhip  had  been  there; 
that  the  Captain  ufed  the  inhabitants  very  ill,  and  even  killed  fe- 
veral  of  them  >  that  on  this  account  his  father  durft  not  come  to 
us,  not  knowing  our  veffel  at  fo  great  a  diftance.  Captain  Dixon 
told  him,  that  no  trade  whatever  fhould  be  carried  on  until  Ab¬ 
benooe  had  been  on  board;  on  which  Tyheira  immediately  fent  a 
canoe  to  fetch  his  father,  and  at  the  fame  time  hoifted  a  fignal,  to 
let  him  know  that  he  might  come  fafely.  This  had  the  defired 
effedt,  for  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
our  good  friend  Abbenooe  on  board,  and  he  was  no  lefs  pleafed  to 
fee  his  old  acquaintance  again;  but  feemed  forry  that  Captain 
Portlock  (or  Po  Pote,  as  he  called  him)  was  not  with  us.  from 
what  Tyheira  had  told  us  refpe&ing  the  ftrange  veffel,  we  were 

inclined  to  think  that  it  was  Captain  Meares  who  had  quarrelled 

K  k  with 


257 


1787. 

September. 


1 


258  a  voyage  to  the 

1787.  with  the  natives,  efpecially  as  our  Captain  had  recommended  him 
Si i>tem!  l,.  touch  at  Atoui  in  preference  to  any  of  the  iflands.  On  our 
afking  Abbenooe  about  this  circumftance,  he  informed  us  that  the 
Nootka  had  left  Atoui  twenty  days,  and  that  the  Captain  was 
enou ,  or  a  bad  man,  and  had  not  given  any  prefent  whatever,  though 
he  had  been  plentifully  fupplied  with  every  refrefhment  the  ifland. 
afforded. 

Our  Captain’s  intention  was  not  to  flay  here  any  longer  than 
was  neceffary  to  procure  a  good  fupply  of  hogs,  and  as  many  ve¬ 
getables  as  would  ferve  the  fliip’s  company  whilft  they  kept  good, 
-  and  indeed  this  feemed  likely  to  detain  us  but  a  very  fliort  time, 
for  early  in  the  morning  of  the  17th  we  were  furrounded  with 
canoes,  filled  with  taro,  potatoes,  cocoa-nuts,  and  fugar-cane : 
many  of  them  had  fine  large  hogs,  particularly  Abbenooe,  Tyhei- 
ra,  Long-fhanks,  and  old  Toe-Toe,  the  Chief  who  ufed  formerly 
to  fupply  us  fo  plentifully  with  taro.  We  prefently  purchafed 
more  hogs  than  we  could  conveniently  carry  away  alive :  on  this 
our  Captain  ordered  the  people  to  kill  and  fait  as  many  for  fea- 
flore  as  were  fufficient  to  fill  two  puncheons. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  18th  our  decks  were  crouded  with 
vifitors ;  for,  although  it  had  been  our  conftant  cuftom  when  at 
thefe  iflands  before,  to  admit  very  few  people  on  board,  yet  at  this 
time  it  could  fcarcely  be  avoided,  efpecially  as  Captain  Portlock 
was  abfent,  and  we  were  willing  to  lhew  every  attention  in  our 
power  to  all  thofe  who  had  rendered  any  little  fervices  to  either 
'  veffel. 

Amongff  the  refl  of  our  new  gueffs,  Tyheira  introduced  his 
wife  and  two  little  boys  :  the  eldefl  is  a  fharp  little  fellow,  about 

four 
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four  years  old  j  the  younger,  fli.ll  in  his  mother  s  arms.  She  is  a 
very  pretty  modeft  looking  woman,  and  feems  to  iegai  d  hei  chil~ 
dren  with  a  fondnefs  truly  maternal  :  Tyheira,  by  way  Oi  paying 
a  compliment  to  our  Captain,  has  named  his  eldeit  boy  1  0  1  otc> 
after  Capt.  Portlock,  and  the  younger  Ditteana,  after  Capt.  Dixon* 


1787. 

September, 


Abbenooe  infonned  us,  that  the  King  propofed  coming  on  boaid 
in  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon,  and  about  ten  o  clock  Tiat  cl  made 
his  appearance  in  a  large  double  canoe,  accompanied  by  another, 
in  which  were  his  daughter  and  two  nieces.  The  attendants  on 
thefe  great  perfons  Were  very  numerous,  and  joined  in  a  heeva , 
or  fong,  on  their  coming  on  board,  fuperior  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind  I  ever  heard  at  thefe  illands. 

V 

The  king  was  greatly  pleafed  to  fee  us  again,  and  enquired 
particularly  after  Po  Pote.  On  being  told  that  we  fhould  flay  no 
longer  than  to  procure  a  fupply  of  provifions,  he  feemed  folicitous 
to  accommodate  us  with  every  thing  the  ifland  afforded,  and  in¬ 
deed  all  the  Chiefs  vied  with  each  other  in  fpeedily  fupply ing  our 
various  wants  j  even  intereft  feemed  to  be  forgot  in  the  good  na- 
tured  buttle  of  kind  and  friendly  offices . 


Amongft  the  many  inftances  of  kindnefs  and  good  natured  at¬ 
tention  we  met  with  at  this  time  from  the  Chiefs  in  general,  I 
cannot  omit  mentioning  an  action  of  Long-fhanks,  as  it  does  him 
the  greateft  honour,  and  would  reflect  credit  even  on  a  perfon  of 
education  and  refined  fenfibility. 

Long-fhanks  had  been  often  on  board  when  we  were  lafl  at 
Atoui,  and  by  that  means  was  perfonally  acquainted  witn  all 
our  people.  Being  naturally  curious  and  inquifitive,  he  now 
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87.  took  an  opportunity  of  going  amongft  them  to  afk  a  number  of 
■  t  _  questions  about  the  voyage.  On  going  down  between  decks,  he 

met  with  the  Carpenter,  who  had  been  troubled  with  a  lingering 
diforder  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  at  prefent  was  very  weak  and 
poorly.  His  pale  countenance  and  emaciated  figure  affeffed  poor 
Long-fhanks  very  fenfibly  5  a  tear  of  pity  ftole  unheeded  down  his 
cheek,  and  he  began  to  enquire  about  his  complaint  in  a  tone  of 
tendernefs  and  compaffion  :  feeing  him  very  weak  and  infirm,  he 
gently  chafed  and  preffed  the  finews  and  mufcles  of  his  legs  and 
thighs,  and  gave  him  all  the  confofation  in  his  power.  Prefently 
afterwards  he  came  upon  deck,  called  his  canoe,  and  went  on  fhore 
in  a  hurry,  without  taking  leave  of  any  perfon  on  the  quarter¬ 
deck,  which  was  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom  ;  but  he  returned 
very  fhortly,  bringing  a  fine  fowl  along  with  him,  which  he  imme¬ 
diately  carried  down  to  the  Carpenter,  told  him  to  have  it  dreffecB 
dire  ft  ly,  and  he  hoped  it  would  make  him  better  in  a  day  or  two. 

This  circumftance  fhews,  that  thefe  people  are  far  from  being 
deflitute  of  the  fine  feelings  of  human  nature,  and  at  the  fame 
time  may  lead  one  to  imagine  that  difeafes  are  not  very  uncom¬ 
mon  amongfc  them. 

About  noon  a  frefti  breeze  fprmgrng  up  from  the  Northward, 
Captain  Dixon  wifhed  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  weighing 
anchor;  but  on  looking  over  our  ftock  of  vegetables,  it  was 
judged  neceftary  to  procure  a  further  fupply,  as  we  not  only 
wanted  them  for  the  flrip’s  ufe,  but  alfo  to  feed  the  hogs,  of 
which  we  had  near  eighty  on  board,  large  and  fmalh  No  fooner 
was  the  king  informed  of  what  we  wanted,  than  he  immediately 
went  on  fhore,,  together  with  Abbenooe,  Toe-Toe,  Tyheira,  and 
Long-fhanks,  all  of  them  promifing  to  come  back  very  foon  with 
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arou  aron ,  or  great  plenty  of  taro.  In  the  mean  time  we  un¬ 
moored,  and  got  every  thing  ready  for  fea. 

About  three  o’clock  the  King  and  Chiefs  returned,  each  bringing 
a  large  double  canoe  loaded  with  taro  and  fugar-cane,  fo  that  we 
were  now  completely  furnifhed  with  every  neceffary  article  the 
ifland  afforded. 

The  expedition  and  difpatch  with  which  we  got  this  lad  taro, 
and  their  free  and  generous  manner  in  bringing  it  on  board,  both 
furprized  and  pieafed  us  ;  and  our  Captain  was  not  flow  in 
making  fuitable  returns.  To  the  King  he  gave  a  pahou,  a  large 
baize  cloak  edged  with  ribbon,  and  a  very  large  toe,  which  pieafed 
him  fo  much,  that  he  began  to  think  himfelf  the  greateft  monarch 
in  the  univerfe.  The  other  Chiefs  were  rewarded  with  toes,  axes, 
and  faws,  entirely  to  their  fatisfaclion.  The  ladies,  too,  ^of 
whom  we  had  no  fmall  number  of  confiderable  rank  on  board) 
were  liberally  ornamented  with  buttons  and  beads.  In  fhort,  all 
parties  were  perfectly  pieafed,  and  were  profufe  in  their  profeftions. 
of  kindnefs  and  acknowledgment. 

Before  we  finally  leave  thefe  iflands,  thou,  perhaps,  wilt  expefb 
a  kind  of  fupplementary  account  in  ‘addition  to  what  I  have  occa- 
fionally  faid  refpefting  them  and  their  inhabitants.  What  few 

remarks  I  am  able  to  make,  are  now  very  much  at  thy  fervice. 

/  s  * 

Thefe  iflands  were  difcovered  by  the  late  Captain  Cook,  during 
his  I  aft  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean..  He  named  them  Sandwich 
Iflands,  in  honour  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  his  particular  patron,, 
and  who  at  that  time  prefided  at  the  Admiralty  Board. 
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1787.  This  difcovery,  fufficient  alone  to  render  his  name  immortal, 
Septeinber;.  may.  be  pqq  to  ]iave  brought  him  to  an  untimely  end,  as  he  loft 

his  life  at  Owhyhee,  in  confequence  of  a  difpute  with  the  natives^ 

* They  are  fituated  from  18  deg.  54  min.  to  22  deg.  15  min,. 
North  latitude  ^  and  from  1 54  deg.  56  min.  to  160  deg.  24  min. 
Weft  longitude,  and  are  eleven  in  number;  viz.  Owhyhee, 
Mowee,  Ranai,  Morokinne,  Tahoaroa,  Moretoi,  Whahoo,  Atoui, 
Oneehoura,  Nehow,  or  Oneehow,  and  Tahoura.  The  particular 
♦extent  of  each  ifland  I  cannot  give  thee,  as  thou  mayeft  know 
from  the  tenor  of  my  former  letters  that  our  acquaintance  with 
the  major  part  of  them  is  very  fuperficial :  on  this  head  I  fhall 
juft  obferve,  that  Owhyhee  is  the  fartheft  to  the  Southward  and 
Eaftward,  the  fouth  point  being  in  18  deg.  54  min.  North  lati¬ 
tude;  and  the  Eaftermoft  part  154  deg.  56  min.  Weft  longitude.. 
The  reft  trend  in  a  diredtion  nearly  North  Weft,  and  in  the  order 
already  mentioned;  the  North  point  of  Atoui  being  22  deg.  15 
min.  North  latitude  ;  and  the  Weft  part  of  Tahoura  in  160  deg. 
.24  min.  Weft  longitude. 

Mowee  is  fituated  next  to  Owhyhee,  and  appears  to  be  about 
twenty  miles  long.  According  to  Captain  Cook’s  account  there 
is  a  fine  bay  to  the  Eaft  fide  of  this  ifland,  which  we  propofed 
.making  in  November  laft,  but  were  prevented  by  contrary  winds. 
Tahoaroa  and  Morokinne  are  fituated  betwixt  Mowee  and  Ranai ; 
they  are  mere  garden  fpots,  and  I  cannot  fay  whether  they  are 
inhabited.  Ranai  is  confiderably  fmaller  than  Mowee ;  its  pro- 
due  e  is  much  the  fame  with  that  of  the  iflands  in  general.  Mo- 
2  retoi 


*  See  a  chart  of  the  ifland  in  Cook’s  laft  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  voh  iii. 
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retoi  is  the  next  to  the  Northward  and  Weft  ward :  its  extent  ap¬ 
pears  much  the  fame  as  Mo  wee. 


1787. 

September.. 


Whahoo  I  am  inclined  to  think  is  next  to  Owhyhee  in  point  of 
extent,  it  being  more  than  thirty  miles  long,  and  at  leali  twenty 
miles  over  in  the  broadeft  part.  The  latitude  of  the  bay  in  which  . 
we  anchored  is  21  deg.  15  min.  North. 

Atoui  is  rather  more  than  a  degree  to  the  North  Weft  of  Wha¬ 
hoo  ;  it  is  about  thirty  miles  long,  and  fifteen  miles  over  in  the 
broadeft  part.  Oneehoura  is  very  fmall,  and  is  fituated  between 
Atoui  and  Oneehowj  its  chief  produce  is  yams.  Oneehow  is 
confiderably  larger,  being  about  ten  miles  over.  Tahoura  is  the 
Weftermoft  ifland  of  the  groupe,  and  I  believe  is  uninhabited. 

Thefe  iftands  in  general  are  mountainous,  and  fome  of  them 
remarkably  fo.  Captain  King  *  eftimates  Monakaah  and  Monaroa, 
two  mountains  of  Owhyhee,  to  be  confiderably  higher  than  the 
famous  Picque  of  Teneriffe  and  the  high  land  on  Mowee  Teems 
little  inferior  in  height  to  either  of  them.  I  have  before  obferved 
that  the  fummits  of  the  two  former  are  perpetually  covered  with 
fnow,  and  yet  the  numerous  and  well  cultivated  plantations  round 
their  bafe,  and  the  exuberant  foilage  of  the  trees  with  which  their 
fides  are  covered,  totally  deftroy  every  idea  of  Winter.  Nor  is 
the  profpe£l  of  the  iftands  in  general  lefs  variegated  or  pleafing ; 
the  country  next  the  fea  is  generally  crouded  with  villages,  which 
are  (haded  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun  by  the  fp reading 
branches  of  the  cocoa,  palm,  clove,  pepper,,  mulberry  tree,  &c. 
As  your  eye  advances  farther  into  the  country,  numerous  plan¬ 
tations 


* 


*  See  Cook’s  laft  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  vol.  iil.  p.  104* 
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1787.  tations,  laid  out  in  the  mod  regular  manner,  engage  your  attention, 
ytcmi-er.  >t-p  tpe  Jandfcape  is  finally  ciofed  by  the  mountains,  which  are 
•cloathed  to  the  very  fummit  with  all  the  verdure  of  everlafting  fpring. 

Though  thefe  iflands  are  fituated  within  the  tropics,  yet  experience 
has  ftiewn  us  that  trade  winds  are  far  from  being  conftant  here, 
particularly  to  the  We  ft  ward  of  Whahoo :  the  weather  too  is 
frequently  unfettled  ;  and  another  very  great  inconvenience  at¬ 
tending  thefe  iflands,  is  the  want  of  a  good  harbour  ;  though  in 
the  fummer  months  I  doubt  not  but  veflels  may  lay  either  in 
Karakakoa  Bay,  Owhyhee;  or  Wymoa  Bay,  Atoui,  with  great  fafety. 

I  imagine  the  climate  is  much  the ‘fame  as  that  of  tropical 
iflands  in  general.  The  mean  of  the  thermometer  during  our 
-  ft  ay  here  was  80  degrees. 

Owhyhee  is  by  far  the  moft  plentiful  ifland  of  the  whole;  we 
may  indeed  aftign  as  one  reafon  for  this,  that  it  is  larger  than  any 
two  of  the  reft,  but  then  its  inhabitants  are  equally  numerous  in 
proportion  to  its  extent,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  are  much 
more  fo,  confequently  the  land  is  more  univerfally  cultivated  than 
at  any  of  the  other  iflands,  which  at  once  accounts  for  the  great 
plenty  of  vegetables.  See.  met  with  here. 

» 

In  my  next  thou  wilt  have  what  few  remaining  particulars  I 
can  furnifh  thee  with  refpeSling  thefe  iflands ;  and  thou  mayeft: 
depend  on  their  being  fuch  as  have  fallen  within  my  immediate 
obfervation.  Adieu.  Thine,  Sec. 

W.  B. 

Atoui,  7 
September  18th,  5 

LETTER 
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THE  circumftance  which  renders  Owhyhee  peculiarly  eligible 
to  touch  at,  is  the  great  number  of  fine  hogs  it  affords : 
fowls  too  are  in  great  plenty  here.  In  regard  to  vegetables,  bread¬ 
fruit,  potatoes,  and  plantains,  are  the  moft  plentiful ;  taro  is 
more  fcarce,  and  rather  indifferent,  and  there  are  very  few  yams 
to  be  met  with.  && 

Atoui  is  certainly  the  fecpnd  ifiand  for  refrefhments,  and  is  in 
fome  refpedls  fuperior  to  Owhyhee  :  it  produces  many  fine  hogs, 
the  greated  abundance  of  excellent  taro,  together  with  potatoes 
and  plantains.  Cocoa-nuts  are  met  with  here  in  greater  abun¬ 
dance  than,  perhaps,  at  all  the  other  iflands  together  and  there 
is  plenty  of  fine  fait,  which  is  peculiarly  ufeful  in  curing  pork  for 
fea-dore  :  add  to  this,  plenty  of  excellent  water  is  eafily  procured, 
and  at  lead  a  temporary  fupply  of  wood.  The  Chiefs  are  eafily 
attached  to  your  filtered,  and  by  that  means  every  bufinefs  is  car¬ 
ried  on  with  the  greated  order  and  regularity. 

Whahoo,  though  greatly  inferior  to  either  of  the  iflands  jud 
mentioned  in  regard  to  hogs  or  vegetables,  yet  it  confefiedly  claims 
a  fird  place  for  fupplying  thofe  mod  neceffary  articles,  wood  and 
water ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  think  that  in  a  few  years  it  will  equal 
Atoui  in  point  of  fertility.  A  fpirit  of  improvement  feems  to 
animate  the  people  to  a  very  great  degree ;  and  it  is  really  ado- 
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1787.  milling  to  fee  the  different  afpect  many  parts  of  the  iiland  now 
September.  wear  to  w}iat  they  did  the  firft  time  we  anchored  there.  The  bay 
v  J  we  lay  in,  and  Whititte  bay  in  particular,  are  crouded  with  new 
plantations,  laid  out  in  the  moft  regular  order,  and  which  feem 
to  be  in  a  very  flourifhing  ftate  of  cultivation. 

Oneehow  is  remarkable  for  the  great  quantity  of  excellent  yams 
it  produces  j  there  is  alfo  a  fweet  root  called  tee,  or  tea,  found 
here  :  it  is  generally  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  perfon’s  wrift,  but 
lometimes  much  larger,  and  is  generally  baked  by  the  natives  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  bringing  it  for  barter.  This  root  is  of  a  wet,  clammy 
nature,  and  with  proper  management  makes  excellent  beer. — The 
other  i (lands  in  general  produce  a  few  hogs,  together  with  potatoes, 
bread-fruit,  taro,  plantains,  and  fait ;  which  laft  article  renders 
thefe  i (lands  fuperior  to  Otaheite,  or  any  of  the  beautiful  iflands 
in  the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean,  none  of  them  producing  any  of 

* 

this  very  ufeful  article. 

Hogs  and  dogs  are  the  only  quadrupeds  we  faw  here.  The  dogs 
appear  to  be  of  the  cur  kind,  dull  and  heavy  $  they  have  fhaip 
pointed  ears  projecting  towards  the  nofe. 

Birds  are  not  in  any  great  variety  here  :  the  humming-bird  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  are  by  far  the  moft  numerous,  and  of  which 
there  are  two  (pecies ;  viz.  the  red-bird  before  defcnbed,  and 
another,  the  bread  of  a  pale  green,  the  back  and  wings  of  a  light 
brown.  There  are  alfo  ducks,  terns,  owls,  &c.  Great  numbers 
of  the  tropic  bird  and  man  of  war  bird  breed  at  Tahoura,  (which 
is  uninhabited)  and  are  frequenly  caught  there  by  the  natives. 
The  fifii  moft  frequently  met  with  here  are  dolphins,  cavallies, 

(harks,  &c.  Sharks  are  much  efteemed,  probably  on  account  of 

their 
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their  teeth,  and  the  food  they  afford  to  the  Towtows  or  menial  1787- 
fervants,  who  are  reft  rained  from  eating  the  better  kinds  of  fifh. 

The  wood  at  thefe  iflands  is  very  plentiful  on  the  mountains, 
and  of  various  kinds  ;  but  the  principal  are  chiefly  two,  one  re- 
fembling  mahogany,  the  other  ebony. 

What  number  of  inhabitants  thefe  iflands  contain,  is  impoflible 
for  me  to  fay  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  Captain  King  com¬ 
putes  them  at  four  hundred  thoufand,  but,  with  all  deference  to 
fuch  refpe&able  authority,  I  cannot  help  thinking  this  account 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  indeed  this  is  pretty  evident  from  fimilar 
paflages  in  the  fame  voyage.-  Captain  Cook,  when  at  Atoui  in 
the  beginning  of  the  voyage,  eftimates  that  ifland  to  contain 
thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  this  from  a  fuppofition  that 
there  are  fixty  villages  on  the  ifland,  each  containing  five  hun¬ 
dred  people.  This  calculation  is  certainly  in  the  extreme,  but 
Captain  King  makes  it  ftill  greater,  and  concludes  Atoui  to  con¬ 
tain  fifty-four  thoufand  inhabitants,  which  is  furely  too  many  by 
at  leaft  one  half.  If  therefore  we  dedudt  from  the  remainder  of 
his  calculations  in  the  fame  proportion,  and  reckon  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  at  two  hundred  thoufand,  I  am  perfuaded 
it  will  be  much  nearer  the  truth  than  Captain  King’s  calculation, 
which  feems  to  be  founded  on  opinion  merely  fpeculative,  rather 

than  the  refult  of  clofe  obfervation. 

*  ,  - 

Tliefe  people  in  their  temper  and  difpofition  are  harmlefs,  in- 
offenfive,  and  friendly  ;  not  fubjeft  to  paflion,  or  eafily  provoked  j 
in  their  manners  they  are  lively  and  chearful,  ever  ready  to  ren¬ 
der  any  little  Tervice  in  their  power  even  to  ftrangers,  and  pur- 
fue  every  thing  they  undertake  with  unremitting  diligence  and  ap- 
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1787.  plication.  When  attached  to  any  perfon,  they  are  deady  in  their 
September.  and  are  not  eafily  tempted  to  neglect  the  intered  of 

thofe  for  whom  they  have  once  profeffed  a  regard.  In  oppofi- 
tion  to  thefe  good  qualities,  it  mud  be  confeffed  that  they  are 
guilty  of  theft,  and  will  not  fcruple  to  plunder  whenever  they 
have  an  opportunity ;  but  this  is  mod  frequently  pradtifed  by 
the  Towtows ;  and  from  the  imperfedt  knowledge  we  have  of  their 
cudoms,  it  is  impoflible  to  fay  how  far  theft  is  reckoned  a  crime. 
Yet  with  all  this  propenfity  to  thieving,  we  never  met  with  an 
indance  of  didionedy  whenever  any  thing  was  committed  to  their 
charge,  however  valuable  it  might  be  to  them. 


Their  language  is  foft,  fmooth,  and  abounds  with  vowels.  In 
their  converfation  with  each  other  it  appears  very  copious,  and 
they  fpeak  with  great  volubility ;  but  when  convening  with  us, 
they  only  make  ufe  of  thofe  words  which  are  mod  expreffive  and 
fignificant,  purpofely  omitting  the  many  articles  and  conjundtions 
made  ufe  of  when  fpeaking  to  each  other.  But  as  a  fpecimen 
will  give  thee  a  much  better  idea  of  the  language  than  any  de¬ 
fection  can  poffibly  do,  I  fliall  here  fubjoin  a  vocabulary  of 
words  which  I  colledted  the  meaning  of  during  our  day  here. 


Tanie,  a  hujband. 

Whaheene,  a,  wife  or  woman. 
Madooa  tanie,  father. 

Madooa  whaheene,  mother . 
Titu  name,  brother. 

Titu  whaheene,  fifter. 

Titu,  child. 

Myre,  a  king . 

Aree,  a  chief. 


C  a  fave  or 

YwtOW,  -J  r  * 
l  Jervant . 

^ata,  a  man  or  Mr . 

!oa,  a  hog. 

danu,  a  fowl. 

d  ha,  fijh  in  general. 

Vharra,  potatoes. 

'Teehu,  cocoa  nuts. 

r°,  fugar  cane. 


menial 
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Poreema, 


vy,  water. 

Taro,  a  large  root  fo  called . . 

Poe,  taro  pudding, 

Maia,  plantai?is, 

Mano,  a  Jhark. 

Patai,  J'alt. 

Oofe,  or  ooughe,  yams. . 

Malama,  the  fun . 

Maheina,  the  moon. 

Bcoboo,  a  button. 

f  a  number  of  buttons 

l,  ]  n. 

I  on  a  firing. 

Hou,  a  nail. 

Mattou,  a  fife -hook. 

Araia,  a  feather  necklace . 
Taheidy,  a  fan  or  fly-flap' 
Pahou,  a  fpear. 

Tooheihe,  wood. 

Ava,  an  intoxicating  root. 
Matano,  a  prefent. 

Avaha,  a  canoe. 

Toa,  a  paddle. 

Tibo,  a  gourd  or  calabajh. 

Hi  dirro,  go  below.  . 

Tabahon,  a  pail  or  bucket. 
Taboo,  an  interdiction. 

Touro,  rope  or  line  of  any  kind. 

'  a  I lone  in  the  Jhape  of 
an  adze ,  a  flat  piece 
■  of  iron. 

Marow,  cloth  wore  by  the  men. 


Toe, 


c  a  piece  of  cloth  wore  by 
Ahou,  \  the  women  round  the 
i  waifl. 

Enou,  bad. 

Myty,  gooodj  pretty ,  fine ,  right. 
Areea,  prefently ,  by  and  bye. 

Pe  emy,  come  here ,  bring  it  here . 
Mere  mere,y7^w  me. 

Arre,  get  away ,  march  off. 
Areuta,  on  Jhore. 

Abbobo,  to-morrow . 

Heeva,  a  fong  in  chorus, . 

Ete,  fmall. 

Nooe,  large. 

Oe,  you. 

Moe,  to  fleep. 

Porore,  hungry. 

Pooninn  Q,flck. 

Meme,  to  make  water .  . 

Tooti,  to  eafe  nature. 

Hone  hone,  to  falute. 

Paha,  may  be ,  perhaps. . 

Arou  arou,  great  plenty . 

Emotoo,  old )  broke ,  much  wore. 
Matte  matte,  dead>  to  kill. 

Onre,  a  denial  oj  any  kind . 
Owhytoenoa,  what  is  your  name . 
Poota  poota,  a  hole. 

at  liar  or  deceitful 
p  erf  on. 


Poone  poone, 
Tihi,  one. 
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Hah,  four. 
Areema,  five. 
Ahono,  fix . 


Aheto,  feven. 
Ahanou,  eight. 
Heeva,  nine. 
Hoome,  ten . 


In  writing  thefe  words,  I  have  fpelt  them  as  near  the  pronun¬ 
ciation  as  I  poffibly  could ;  and  yet  it  is  probable  many  of  them 
might  ftrike  the  ear  of  another  perfon  very  differently.  The  fame 
jYiay  be  faid  in  regard  to  the  names  of  their  Chiefs.  I  fha.il  juft 
obferve,  that  where  the  accent  falls  on  the  letter  a,  it  is  generally 
pronounced  broad. 


Thefe  people  in  general  are  about  the  middle  fize,  rather  {len¬ 
der,  their  limbs  ftraight  and  well  proportioned.  Some  of  the 
Arees  are  inclined  to  corpulency,  particularly  the  Aree  women, 
and  their  {kin  is  fmoother  and  fofter  than  thofe  of  the  common 
rank,  but  this  is  owing  to  want  of  exercife,  and  an  unlimited  in¬ 
dulgence  in  the  article  or  food.  They  are  in  general  of  a  nut  co¬ 
lour,  though  lome  off  the  women  are  fairer,  and  then  hands  and 
fingers  are  remarkably  fmall  and  delicate. 


Both  fexes  go  naked,  except  about  the  waift/  The  men  wear  a 
narrow  piece  of  cloth,  called  a  marow ,  barely  fufficient  to  cover 
the  adjacent  parts  :  the  ahou ,  or  women’s  drefs,  is  much  larger, 
and  generally  reaches  from  the  waift  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh. 

The  beards  of  the  men  are  fuffered  to  grow ;  their  hair  is  cut 
clofe  on  each  fide  the  head,  but  grows  long  from  the  forehead  to 
the  back  of  the  neck,  fomewhat  refembling  a  helmet.  THe  wo- 
cut  theirs  quite  clofe  behind,  and  on  the  top  of  the  head  ; 
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the  front  is  turned  up  like  the  toupee  of  an  Englifli  beau,  and  is  ge*t7^er 
frequently  daubed  with  cocoa-nut  oil,  and  lime  made  from  fhells,  v— ^ 

which  often  gives  it  a  fandy  difagreeable  colour.  Sometimes,  by 
way  of  ornament,  they  wear  a  wreath  of  dowers  fancifully  dif- 
pofed  about  the  head;  indead  of  a  bracelet,  a  fhell  is  tied  round 
the  wrid,  and  a  fondnefs  for  this  ornament  has  rendered  buttons 
fo  much  edeemed  by  thefe  gay  damfels  in  general  ;  the  neck,  too* 
is  adorned  with  various  forts  of  fhells,  fadened  on  firings,  after 
the  manner  of  a  necklace.  But  the  mod  beautiful  ornament 
wore  by  the  women  is  a  necklace  or  araia,  made  from  the  varie¬ 
gated  feathers  of  the  humming-bird,  which  are  fixed  on  drings 
fo  regular  and  even,  as  to  have  a  furface  equally  fmooth  as  velvet  ; 
and  the  rich  colours  of  the  feathers  gives  it  an  appearance  equally 
rich  and  elegant. 

The  caps  and  cloaks  wore  by  the  men  are  dill  fuperior  in 
beauty  and  elegance.  The  cloaks  are  in  general  about  the  fize 
of  thofe  wore  by  the  Spaniards  ;  the  ground  is  net-work,  and  the 
feathers  are  fewed  on  in  alternate  fquares,  or  triangular  forms  of 
red  and  yellow,  which  have  a  mod  brilliant  appearance.  The 
ground  of  the  caps  is  wicker-work,  in  the  form  of  a  helmet ;  the 
elevated  part  from  the  forehead  to  the  hind  part  of  the  neck,  is 
about  a  hand’s  breadth,  and  generally  covered  with  yellow  fea¬ 
thers,  the  fides  of  the  cap  with  red.  This  cap,  together  with  the 
cloak,  has  an  appearance  equally  fplendid,  if  not  fuperior  to  any 
fcarlet  and  gold  whatever. 

Thefe  truly  elegant  ornaments  are  fcarce,  and  only  podeded  by 
Chiefs  of  the  highed  rank,  wno  wear  them  on  extraordinary  o(.- 

cafions.  There  are  cloaks  of  an  inferior  kind,  which  have  only 
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178 7.  a  narrow  border  of  red  and  yellow  feathers,  the  reft  being  covered 

aepteiuner.  featiiers  0f  the  tropic  and  man  of  war  bird. 

Nor  are  thefe  caps  and  cloaks,  though  confeffedly  elegant  in  a 
fuperior  degree,  the  only  proofs  of  invention  and  ingenuity  fliewn 
by  thefe  people  in  matters  of  ornament.  Their  mats  are  made 
with  a  degree  of  neatnefs  equal  to  any  of  European  manufacture, 
and  prettily  diverfified  with  a  variety  of  figures  ftained  with  redo 
Thofe  ufed  to  fieep  on  are  plain,  and  of  a  coarfer  kind,  but  made 
with  an  equal  degree  of  neatnefs  and  regularity. 

Cloth  is  another  article  which  gives  thefe  Indians  equal  fcope 
for  fancy  and  invention.  It  is  made  from  the  Chinefe  paper  mul¬ 
berry-tree,  and  when  wet,  (being  of  a  foft,  malleable  fubftance)  is 
beat  out  with  fmall  fquare  pieces  of  wood,  to  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  inches  wide,  and  afterwards  ftamped  with  various  colours 
and  a  diverfity  of  patterns,  the  neatnefs  and  elegance  of  which 
would  not  difgrace  the  window  of  a  London  linen-draper. 

How  this  cloth  is  ftamped  I  never  could  learn  ;  the  different  co¬ 
lours  are  extracted  from  veget  bles  found  in  the  woods.  There 
Is  another  kind  of  cloth  much  finer  than  the  above,  and  beat  out 
to  a  greater  extent :  it  is  of  0  white  colour,  and  frequently  wore 
by  the  Aree  women,  in  addition  to  the  ahuU.  Fans  and  fly-flaps 
are  ufed  by  both  fexes. 

The  fans  are  ufually  made  of  the  cocoa-nut  fibres,  neatly  wove; 
the  mounting  is  of  a  fquare  form,  and  the  handle  frequently  de¬ 
corated  with  hair.  The  fly-flaps  are  very  curious ;  the  handles 
are  decorated  with  alternate  pieces  of  wood  and  bone,  which  at  a 
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diftance  has  the  appearance  of  finiered  work ;  the  upper  part  or 
flap  is  the  feathers  of  the  man  of  war  bird. 


1787- 

bept<  inber. 


Fifli-hooks  are  made  of  the  pearl  oyfter-fhell,  and  fo  contrived 
as  to  ferve  for  both  hook  and  bait.  Thofe  intended  for  fharks  are 
confiderably  larger,  and  made  of  wood. 


Befides  the  variety  of  fifhing-lines  already  mentioned,  they 
have  various  other  kinds  of  cordage,  and  made  of  different  ma¬ 
terials.  The  word:  forts  were  found  ufeful  in  rounding  our 
cables  ;  that  of  a  better  kind  was  appropriated  to  other  purpofes  ; 
and  the  fhhing-lines  made  excellent  tackle-falls,  top-gallant  haul- 
yards,  &c.  I  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  bafkets  we  faw  at 
Owhyhee :  at  the  fame  place  we  faw  fome  fquare  pillows,  made 
nearly  of  the  fame  materials  as  the  mats,  and  which  I  am  informed 
refemble  thofe  ufed  in  China. 


Nets  are  made  here  with  great  ingenuity,  and  very  large.  I 
cannot  inform  thee  what  ufe  they  make  of  them,  but  they  cer¬ 
tainly  are  not  altogether  for  ornament. 

The  form  of  their  gourds  or  calabafhes  is  fo  very  various,  that 
they  certainly  make  ufe  of  art  to  give  them  different  diapes. 
Some  are  of  a  globular  form,  with  a  long  narrow  neck,  like  a 
bottle  s  others  are  tall  and  circular,  but  of  equal  width  from  top 
to  bottom.  Others  again,  though  narrower  towards  the  mouth, 
yet  are  fufiiciently  wide  to  admit  the  hand :  many  of  thefe  are 
very  prettily  ftained  in  undulated  lines,  which  at  a  diftance  ap¬ 
pear  like  paint. 
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What  little  account  I  can  give  thee  of  their  plantations  thou 
haft  already  had,  and  I  had  no  opportunity  of  feeing  any  other 
cultivation  than  taro  ;  but  every  thing  elfe,  I  doubt  not,  is  ma¬ 
naged  with  equal  cafe  and  attention. 

Their  houfes  greatly  referable  an  hay-flack  in  fhape,  and  are 
neatly  thatched  with  flags,  or  rufliesh  the  door  place  is  fo  very  low 
that  you  are  alniofl  obliged  to  enter  on  all  tours.  They  have  no 
better  contrivance  for  a  door  than  a  few  temporary  boards.  The 
infide  of  their  dwellings  are  kept  neat  and  dean  ;  a  coarfe  mat  is 
fpread  on  Ihe  floor  j  and  as  they  have  no  feparate  apartments,  that 
part  of  the  room  appropriated  for  repofe  is  rather  elevated,  and 
covered  with  mats  of  a  finer  fort.  The  houfhold  utenfils  are 
placed  on  a  wooden  bench,  and  confifl  of  gourds,  and  wooden 
bowls  and  difhes,  which  in  general  conflitute  the  whole  of  their 
furniture.  Thofe  who  are  pofleffed  of  hogs  or  fowls,  keep  them 
in  fmall  out-houfes  appropriated  for  that  purpofe. 

/ 

The  method  univerfally  praclifed  to  drefs  their  vidluals  is 
baking,  which  is  done  in  the  following  maner :  a  hole  is  dug  in 
the  ground  fufflciently  deep  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  an  oven,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  a  number  of  hot  flones  are  laid ;  thefe  being 
covered  with  leaves,  whatever  they  want  drefled  is  laid  on  them  ; 
more  leaves  are  now  laid  on,  and  another  layer  of  hot  flones  being 
added,  the  oven  is  covered.  If  a  hog  is  baked,  the  belly  is  always 
filled  with  hot  flones.  Cuflom  has  rendered  this  mode  of  drefflng 
victuals  fo  very  familiar,  that  they  can  tell  the  exa£l  time  when 
any  thing  is  fufflciently  done ;  and  I  mufl  own  that  in  baking  taro 
or  yams,  they  far  excelled  our  people :  they  alfo  drefs  the  young 
tops  of  taro  fo  as  to  be  an  excellent  fubflitute  for  greens,  though 
we  never  could  boil  them  fo  as  to  eat  palatably. 
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The  better  forts  of  food,  fuch  as  hogs  and  fowls,  are  confined 
entirely  to  the  Arees ;  but  baked  dog  is  reckoned  a  peculiar  de¬ 
licacy. 

t  -  ■  r .  \  -y  •  r. 

The  Towtows,  and  the  women  in  general,  live  on  fifii  and 
vegetables.  A  kind  of  pudding  made  of  taro  conftitutes  a  principal 
part  of  their  food.  The  fifii  moft  efteemed  is  dolphin,  and  they 
have  an  excellent  method  of  curing  them,  fo  as  to  keep  good  for 
any  length  of  time.  Why  the  women  fhould  be  tabooed  from 
flefh  I  never  could  learn ;  but  it  cannot  furely  proceed  from  fcarci- 
ty  ;  and  the  Aree  women  are  fometimes  indulged  with  it. 

1 

The  knives  ufed  in  killing  and  dreffing  hogs  are  made  of  fhark’s 
teeth,  and  fo  contrived  as  to  be  ufed  in  this  bufinefs  with  equal 
dexterity  and  difpatch. 

The  canoes  are  not  only  finifiied  with  neatnefs  and  ingenuity, 
but  at  the  fame  time  are  lading  proofs  of  perfeverance  and  in- 
duftry.  They  are  made  of  a  fingle  tree,  and  are  from  twelve  feet 
to  forty  or  fifty  feet  long.  The  hollowing  thefe  trees,  and  bringing 
each  end  to  a  proper  point  with  their  rude  unfafiiioned  tools,  muft 
be  a  work  of  time  and  unremitting  attentions:  they  are  in  general 
about  an  inch  thick,  and  heightened  with  additional  boards  neatly 
fitted  round  the  fides.  The  fingle  canoes  are  fieadied  by  an  out¬ 
rigger,  and  the  double  ones  are  held  together  by  femi-circular 
poles,  firmly  lafired  to  each  part  of  the  canoe  ;  over  thefe,  and 
parallel  with  the  canoe,  is  a  kind  of  platform,  which  ferves  to 
carry  hogs,  vegetables,  or  any  thing  they  want  to  convey  from 
one  place  to  another,  and  at  the  fame  time  is  a  convenient  feat 
for  the  principal  perfons  of  both  fexes,  whilft  the  Towtows,  who 
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paddle,  always  fit  in  the  body  of  the  canoe.  Their  paddles  are 
about  four  or  five  feet  long,  and  greatly  referable  a  baker’s  pail. 

Thefe  people  are  very  dexterous  in  catching  fifh,  two  infiances 
of  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing.  One  day,  when  a  number 
of  Indians  were  along-fide  the  veffel,  one  of  our  people,  who  was 
fi fifing  with  a  fmall  hook  and  line,  had  his  bait  taken  by  a  large 
fifii ;  being  unwilling  to  lofe  his  line  (which  being  a  Sandwich 
Ifiand  one,  was  regarded  as  a  curiofity)  he  veered  it  away,,  but  was 
afraid  to  haul  it  again ;  on  this  an  Indian  requefted  to  have  the 
management  of  it,  which  being  granted,  he  played  the  fifii  with 
eafe,  and  in  a  fhort  time  got  it  fafe  into  his  canoe.  It  proved  to 
be  a  large  cavaliie,  and  weighed  one  hundred  pounds.  Another 
time,  a  large  fhark  laid  hold  of  a  fmall  line,  which  was  immediately 
given  to  an  Indian  who  happened  to  be  along-fide  ;  he  played  the 
fhark  for  at  leaft  two  miles,  without  hurting  the  line,  and  he  only 
got  away  at  laft  by  drawing  the  hook  firaight  as  wire. 

Another  fpecies  of  ingenuity  *  met  with  amongft  thefe  people  is 
carving  :  they  have  a  number  of  wooden  images  reprefenting 
human  figures,  which  they  efieern  as  their  gods  5  but  I  greatly 
doubt  whether  religion  is  held  in  any  great  eftimation  amongft 
them,  for  I  could  purchafe  every  god  amongft  the  iflands  for  a  few 
toes.  Sometimes  their  ava  difhes  are  fupported  by  three  of  thefe 
little  wooden  images,  and  this  I  reckon  a  mafter-piece  in  their 
carving.  The  bowls  and  difhes  are  made  of  a  kind  of  wood  re- 
iembling  ebony,,  and  are  finifhed  with  a  proportion  and  poliilx 
equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to.  any  thing  made  by  our  turners: 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  appear  fubje£t  to  very  few  difeafes • 
and  though  they  doubtlefs  have  been  injured  by  their  connexion  with 
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Europeans,  yet  fo  fimple  is  their  manner  of  living,  that  they  pay  lit- 

tie  regard  to  this  circumftance,  and  feem  to  think  it  an  aftainof  JL-v— 

no  confequence. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  mod:  of  their  diforders  proceed  from 
an  immoderate  ufe  of  ava ;  it  weakens  the  eyes,  covers  the  body 
with  a  kind  of  leprofy,  debilitates  and  emaciates.the  whole  frame, 
makes  the  body  paralytic,  haftens  old  age,  and  no  doubt  brings 
on  death  itfelf. 

The  taboo  I  have  before  taken  notice  of :  this  is  generally  laid 
on  by  the  priefts,  and  fometimes  by  a  perfon  appointed  particularly 
for  that  purpofe,  who  is  called  Tonata  (or  the  taboo)  man.  When 
any  particular  fpot  of  ground  is  tabooed,  the  wands  ufed  in 
marking  the  bounds  refemble  our  gun-rods,  and  are  tipped  with- 
a  tuft  of  dog’s  hair. 

The  heevas,  or  longs,  cannot  be  defcribed  by  notes,  as  they 
rather  refemble  a  quick  energetic  mannner  of  fpeaking,  than 
finging ;  and  the  performers  feem  to  pay  more  attention  to  the 
motions  of  the  body  than  the  modulations  of  the  voice.  The 
women  are  the  molt  frequent  performers  in  this  kind  of  merri¬ 
ment;  they  begin  their  performance  flow  and  regular,  but  by 
degrees  it  grows  briiker  and  more  animated,  ’till  it  terminates  in 
convulsions  of  laughter. 

It  is  very  evident  that  thefe  people  have  not  the  lead:  idea  of 
melody,  as  the  tones  and  modulation  in  all  their  fongs  are  in¬ 
variably  the  fame  ;  however,  there  feems  to  be  fome  degree  of 
invention  (I  had  almoft  faid  poetry)  in  the  compofition  of  the 
words,  which  are  often  on  temporary  fubjedls  ;  and  the.  frequent. 
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1787.  peals  of  laughter  are  no  doubt  excited  by  fome  witty  allufion  of 
Stptembei.  otjier  contained  in  them. 

The  warlike  implements  in  ufe  among  thefe  people  are  fpears, 
flings,  and  bows  and  arrows. 

The  fpears  are  made  of  a  kind  of  mahogany,  about  fix  feet 
long ;  one  end  is  barbed,  the  other  tapered  nearly  to  a  point :  they 
throw  them  at  each  other,  and  thofe  that  are  expert  oft-times 
wound  their  adverfary  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  The  flings  too 
are  ufed  with  equal  dexterity  and  effect.  The  bows  and  arrows 
are  made  of  reeds,  and  fo  flender,  that  I  cannot  think  they  are  of 
any  great  ufe ,  however,  as  I  had  no  opportunity  of  feeing  their 
engagements,  I  can  fay  little  on  that  head ;  what  information 
I  got  being  colledled  from  the  imperfe6t  accounts  of  the  natives. 

They  have  drums  which  are  beat  by  way  of  addition  to  their 
heevas  5  thefe  are  about  twelve  or  fixteen  inches  high ;  feveral 
holes  are  cut  in  the  fides,  and  a  hog’s  fkin  is  ftrained  over  one 
end,  but  they  produce  but  a  very  heavy  dull  found. 

The  bodies  of  both  fexes  are  tatooed ;  but  this  cuftom  is  more 
generally  practifed  by  the  men,  whofe  bodies  are  frequently  punc¬ 
tured  in  a  very  curious  manner.  Whether  or  no  this  ferves  as 
any  diftinguifhing  mark,  or  is  done  merely  for  ornament,  I  never 
could  learn.  The  method  of  faluting  here  is  by  joining  nofes 
together,  and  is  looked  on  as  a  certain  token  and  affu ranee  of 
friendfhip. 

Both  fexes  are  exceeding  expert  in  fwimming  5  and  what  is  very 
remarkable,  are  not  the  lead:  intimidated  at  the  fight  of  a  fhark 
2  when 


I 
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when  in  the  water.  I  have  frequently  feen  Indians  jump  out  of  ^7^ 

their  canoes  and  lnatch  hogs  entrails,  which  have  been  thiown  - , — -J 

overboard  by  our  people,  at  the  very  moment  when  a  fhaik  has 
been  endeavouring  to  feize  them.- 

That  thefe  people  have  Tome  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being ,  or  rather 
of  a  multiplicity  of  beings,  fuperior  to  themfelves,  there  is  not 
the  lead  doubt.  The  bufmefs  of  their  priefts  is  chiefly  to  fuper- 
intend  and  regulate  the  worfhip  to  their  gods  ;  to  diicft  the  ceie- 
monies  at  their  funerals,  and  probably  to  repeat  orations  01  piayeis 
upon  thefe  occafions  :  but  the  very  fhort  time  any  of  us  were  on 
fhore,  •  gave  us  no  opportunities  of  feeing  thefe  ceremonies  per¬ 
formed,  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  defcribe  them;  as 
any  account  I  could  give  would  be  equally  partial  and  uncertain.. 

I  have  before  mentioned  the  circumftapce  of  a  human  facribce 
being  offered  ;  and  we  are  perfectly  allured  this  horrid  cuitom  dill 
exifts  among  thefe  people,  though  their  difpofitions  are  kind,, 
friendly,  and  humane,  and  they  undoubtedly  approach  many  de¬ 
crees  nearer  to  civilization  than  the  poor  wretches  we  met  with, 
on  the  inhofpitable  coaft  of  America.  On  this  head  I  fhad  make 
no  remarks,  but  leave  thee  to  draw  thy  own  conclufions  ;  and  fhall 
(by  way  of  clofmg  my  account)  lay  open  a  ft  ill  larger  field  for  fpe- 

culative  enquiry. 

Capt.  Cook,  in  his  laft  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  has  fliewn, 
from  that  moft  indubitable  of  all  proofs,  affinity  of  language,  that 
the  Sandwich  Iflanders  are  defcended  from  the  Malayans,  and  are 
the  fame  race  of  people  as  thole  who  inhabit  New  Zealand,  the 
New  Hebrides,  the  Marquefas,  &c.  which  extend  from  20 
deg.  North  to  47  deg.  South  Latitude,  and  horn  100  to  i~6  c,.0. 

Weft  Longitude.  ,  . 

How 

I  '  '  '  .  * 
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I  low  many  people  are  there  in  the  learned  world,  who  have  em¬ 
ployed  a  confiderable  portion  of  their  time,  and  made  ufe  of  many 
ingenious  arguments  to  point  out  in  what  manner  the  remote  parts 
of  the  world  have  been  peopled  ?  The  continent  of  America,  for 
inftance,  has  puzzled  mod  of  our  learned  hiflorians  ever  fince  it  was 
difcovered,  to  account  for  it’s  population  ;  and  yet,  now  the  geo¬ 
graphy  of  that  part  of  the  globe  is  fo  well  known,  how  much  ea- 
iier  is  that  to  be  accounted  for  than  the  tradl  of  Idands  fo  amaz¬ 
ingly  diflant  from  each  other  as  thofe  juft  mentioned  ? 


I  fhall  conclude  with  a  full  convidtion  that  C{  the  ways  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  are  unfearchable  and  pad;  finding  out.”  Thine  ever. 


Atoui, 

September  18th 


W.  B. 


LETTER  XLII. 

I  Before  obferved  that  our  very  good  friends  at  Atoui  had  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  a  mod  plentiful  fupply  of  hogs,  taro,  and  fugar 
cane,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1 8th  of  September. 

Having  every  thing  ready  for  fea,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  made 
fail.  By  the  time  we  had  cleared  Wymoa  Bay,  our  friends  wifhed 
to  leave  us,  on  which  we  hove  to  whilft  they  got  into  their  canoes. 
They  took  their  leave  with  a  univerfal  proha,  or  a  wifh  for  a  good 
voyage,  and  the  mod  unreferved  marks  of  friendfhip  and  attachment. 

At 
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At  fix  o’clock  King’s  Mount  bore  North,  66  cleg.  Eaft,  diftant  1787. 
eight  leagues ;  and  the  South  end  of  Oneehow,  Weft.  During  S^mbc^. 
the  night  we  fleered  South  by  Eaft,  with  a  frefh  breeze  at  Eaft: 

North  Eaft.  At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  1 9th  we  changed  our 
courfe  to  South  South  Weft. 

China  was  the  place  of  our  next  deftination,  and  we  were  al¬ 
ready  in  the  fame  latitude,  and  confequently  had  only  the  longi¬ 
tude  to  run  down  ;  but  our  Captain  judged  it  moft  prudent  to 
fleer  to  the  Southward,  ’till  we  were  in  about  13  deg.  30  min. 

North  latitude,  and  then  bear  away  to  the  Weftward ;  as  that 
track  was  the  moft  likely  for  a  true  trade,  and  it  had  been  found 
in  Captain  Cook’s  laft  voyage,  that  in  the  latitude  20  and  21  deg. 
to  leeward  of  thefe  iflands,  the  winds  are  at  belt  but  light,  and 
often  variable. 

During  the  19th  and  20th  we  had  a  fine  fteady  Eafterly  breeze. 

During  the  night  we  hauled  our  wind  to  South,  and  at  day-light 
a  grain  fleered  South  South  Weft. 

O 

1 

The  night  of  the  20th  was  fqually,  with  rain ;  and  during  the 
21ft  we  had  light  breezes  and  cloudy  weather  :  our  latitude  at 
noon  was  18  deg.  23  min.  North;  and  the  longitude  16 1  deg. 

13  min.  Weft.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  is  here  8  deg. 

Eafterly. 

From  the  21ft  to  the  25th  we  had  a  frefh  Eafterly  breeze :  our 
latitude  at  noon  on  the  25th  was  13  deg.  22  min.  which  being  as 
far  as  we  intended  to  fail  to  the  Southward,  our  couife  was 
changed  to  Weft  by  South ;  the  variation  of  the  compafs  being 
near  1 2  deg.  Eafterly: 

N  n  From 
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1787.  From  this  to  the  8th  of  October  we  had  little  variety.  The- 
weatjier  was  intenfely  hot,  the  thermometer  being  from  88  to  91 
degrees.  We  had  frequent  heavy  fqualls,  particularly  in  the 
night-time,  attended  with  lightning.-  Our  latitude  at  noon  on 
the  8th,  was  13  deg.  24  min., North;  and  the  longitude  187  deg. 
37  min.  Weft.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening  we  had  a  very 
hard  fquall,  attended  with  heavy  rain,  which  obliged  us  to  clue  all 
up  and  run  right  before  it  5  but  towards  eleven  o’clock  the  wea¬ 
ther  moderated.  As  this  part  of  the  ocean  feemed  particularly  fob- 
je£t  to  fqualls,  efpecially  in  the  night-time,  we  every  day  at  fun- 
fet  had  the  precaution  to  reef  our  topfails  and  make  every  thing 
fnug,  fo  that  we  might  be  ready  for  thefe  hidden  gufts,  and  run  no 
danger  of  carrying  any  thing  away. 

I 

In  the  night  of  the  12th,  we  had  two  very  fevere  fqualls,  but 
fortunately  they  did  us  no  damage.  They  were  attended  with, 
much  thunder,  lightning,  and  violent  rain. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  part  of  the  celebrated  fimile  in  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Addifan’s  f£  Campaign ,”  particularly  applicable  to 
circumftances  of  this  fort.  Such  hidden  and  impetuous  torrents 
of  wind  muft  certainly  baffle  the  utmoft  efforts  of  human  fkill  to 
,  guard  againft  their  dire  effedts,  were  they  not  guided  by  an  Al¬ 
mighty  power ;  and  furely  we  may  fay  of  the  miniftering  Angel, 
that 

w  Calm  and  ferene  he  drives  the  furious  blaft. 

And  pleas’d  th’  Almighty’s  orders  to  perform, 

Rides  in  the  whirlwind,  and  diie&s  the  florin.” 

From  the  12th  to  the  20th,  we  had  a  fteady  Eafferly  breeze 
and  cloudy  weather.  The  nights  were  frequently  fqually,  but  not 

fo 
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fo  violent  as  before.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the  20th,  was 
41  deg.  1  min.  North,  and  the  longitude  210  deg.  24  min.  Weft. 
The  variation  of  the  compafs  about  7  deg.  Eafterly. 

« 

At  noon,  on  the  21ft,  our  latitude  was  14  deg.  11  min.  and 
the  longitude  212  deg.  16  min.  We  lay  to  during  the  night,  with 
the  fhip’s  head  to  the  Northward,  as  we  expelled  to  fall  in  with 
fome  of  the  Ladrone  Illands ;  and  it  was  neceftary  to  take  every 
precaution  in  our  power  to  avoid  danger. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  2 2d,  we  bore  up  and  made 
fail,  fteering  Weft  by  North.  We  ftill  had  a  conftant  fteady 
Eafterly  breeze,  with  fine  fettled  weather.  At  half  paft  ten 
o’clock  we  faw  land,  bearing  North  58  deg.  Weft.  During  the 
forenoon  we  had  great  quantities  of  fmall  bonetta  about  the 
fhip,  and  our  people  caught  feveral  with  hook  and  line.  There 
were  vaft  numbers  of  ganetts  flying  near  the  land,  and  indeed 
they  were  the  only  birds  we  faw.  Thefe  birds  feed  on  the  fmall 
bonetta,  as  we  frequently  faw  them  dart  into  the  water  with  afto- 
nifhing  rapidity,  and  they  generally  devoured  their  prey  on  the 
furface  before  they  took  wing  again.  At  noon  we  faw  two 
iflands,  one  bearing  North,  55  deg.  Weft;  the  other  North, 
So  deg.  Weft,  about  four  leagues  diftant.  Our  latitude  was  14 
deg.  46  min.  North. 

On  coming  near  the  land,  we  faw  three  iflands  which  we  took 
to  be  Tinian,  Aguigan,  and  Saypan,  according  to  the  defcription 
of  them  by  Anfon.  At  four  o’clock  the  Eaft  end  of  Tinian  bore 
North  30  deg.  Eaft,  diftant  four  leagues;  the  peak  of  Saypan, 
North  North  Eaft  ;  and  the  Weft  end  of  Aguigan,  North  Weft 
by  North,  about  four  miles  diftant. 

N  n  2 
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1787.  At  the  Wefh  end  of  Aguigan  is  a  very  fmall  ifland,  or  rather 
Septeiiiber.  a  jarge  rock}  not  more  than  a  cable’s  length  from  it* 

According  to  our  obfervations,  Tinian  is  fituated  in  15  deg. 
North  latitude  5  and  214  deg.  30  min.  Weft  longitude. 

Thefe  iflands  are  remarkably  free  from  rocks  or  fhoals,  fo  that 
veffels  may  fafely  run  by  them  in  the  night-time  with  moderate 
weather.  Tinian  is  far  the  largeft,  and  trends  nearly  from  South- 
Eaft  to  North-Weft.  Saypan  feems  the  next  in  point  of  extent, 
but  lying  the  fartheft  from  our  courfe,  I  can  give  thee  very  little 
idea  of  it,  Aguigan  does  not  appear  to  be  more  than  fix  miles 
long,  and  is  very  narrow.  They  are  all  tolerably  level  except  the 
peak  on  Saypan  before  mentioned. 

The  author  of  Anfon’s  Voyage  round  the  World  gives  a  moft 
enchanting  defcription  of  Tinian,  not  only  from  hs  beautiful 
appearance,  but  from  the  plenty  and  variety  of  refrefhments  it 
affords.  ’Tis  poffihle  that  this  account  may  be  exaggerated,  as 
thofe  navigators  were  in  the  greateft  diftrefs  for  want  of  refrefh- 
ments,  and  falling  in  with  an  ifland  where  all  their  neceffities 
were  plentifully  fupplied,,  the  place  would  appear  to  them  little 
lefs  than  a  terreftrial  paradife.  However,  be  this  as.  it  may,  we,, 
thank  God,  had  no  occafion  to  touch  here,  having  upwards  of 
thirty  live  hogs  on  board,  and  ail  our  people  in  high  health  and, 
fpirits,  with  every  profpecl  of  a  fpeedy  paflage  to  China. 

At  fix  in  the  afternoon,  the  center  of  Aguigan  bore  North,. 
83  deg.  Eaft,  about  five  leagues  diftant  5  and  the  weather  being 
fine,  we  flood  on  during  the  night,  fleering  Weft  and  by  North. 

From-, 
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From  this  to  the  3 1  ft  we  had  little  variety.  A  conftant  Eaflerly 
trade  caufed  a  heavy  fwell  to  fet  in  from  Eaft  North  Eaft,  and  we 
had  frequent  fqualls  with  heavy  rain.  On  the  31ft  at  noon,  our 
latitude  was  19  deg.  52  min.  and  the  longitude,  by  lunar  ob- 
fervation,  232  deg.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  is  here  little 
or  nothing. 

On  the  1  ft  of  November  we  had  a  moderate  breeze  and  fine 
weather.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  20  deg.  18  min.  and  the 
longitude  233  deg.  12  min.  Weft.  The  variation  of  the  compafs 
about  1  deg.  Wefterly . 

The  weather  growing  fqually  towards  the  evening,  we  double- 
reefed  the  topfails,  and  reefed  the  mainfail :  a  very  heavy  fwell 
fet  in  from,  the  Northward,  and  we  had  much  lightning  all  round 
the  compafs.  In  the  night,  the  wind  increafed  to  a  ftrong  gale, 
which  continued  with  very  little  in  ter  million  during  the  whole  of 
the  2d.  Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  2 1  deg.  2  min.  latitude. 
Being  now  pretty  near  the  latitude  of  the  Bafhee  Blands,  at  eight 
o’clock  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  Eaftward,  not  thinking  it  pru*- 
dent  to  run  in  the  night.  At  midnight  we  wore  to  the  North 
North  Weft,  and  at  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  weather 
being  pretty  moderate,  we  made  fail  and.  bore  up  to  the  Weft  w  a  rd. 
The  latitude  at  noon  was  21  deg.  5  min.  North;,  and  the  longitude 
237  deg.  24  min.  Weft.  During  the  afternoon  we  had  a  ftrong 
Eafterly  breeze.  Some  of  our  people  imagined  they  faw  land  to¬ 
wards  North  Weft,  but  this  was  very  doubtful.  At  nine  in  the 
evening  we  fhortened  fail  and  hauled  our  wind  to  the  Northward, 
wearing  occafionally  during  the  night.  At  day-light  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  4th,  we  made  fail  and  bore  up  to.  the.  Weft  ward.  The 

forenoon 
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*787.  Forenoon  was  moderate,  the  weather  thick  and  hazy,  with  a  very 
No^rnbtr.  jieaVy  fwen  from  the  North  North  Eaft. 

At  two  o’clock  we  f;uy  a  fmall  ifiand  bearing  North  40  deg.  Weft, 
about  five  leagues  diftant ;  and  prefently  afterwards  higher  land  ap¬ 
peared  behind  it,  which  we  foon  found  to  be  an  ifiand,  but  con¬ 
siderably  larger  than  the  firft.  As  we  had  no  obfervation  at  noon 
to  determine  the  latitude,  we  had  various  conjectures  at  firft 
what  land  this  could  be,  fome  thinking  the  large  ifiand  to  be  the 
South  point  of  For  mo  fa ,  and  the  fm  aller  one  Villa-Rete ,  but  we 
foon  found  thefe  iflands  to  be  Botel  Tobago  Xima . 

At  fix  o’clock  the  land  bore  North  24  deg.  Weft,  12  miles  diftant, 
the  weather  ftill  thick  and  hazy.  Towards. nine  o’clock  we  hauled 
by  the  wind  to  the  Southward,  making  occafional  boards  during 
the  night,  as  we  judged  Villa-Rete  to  be  to  the  Weftward,  and 
confequently  it  was  not  prudent  to  ftand  on. 

1 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  5th,  we  had  frequent  Squalls  with  rain, 
a  heavy  fwell  letting  in  from  the  Northward.  Our  latitude  at 
noon  was  21  deg.  35  min. North  5  and  the  longitude  239  deg.  37 
min.  Weft.  The  wind  blowing  a  frefh  gale  towards  evening,  we 
clofe-reefed  the  topfails,  and  apprehending  ourfelves  clear  of  any 
danger,  we  flood  on  during  the  night,  fleering  Weft  North  Weft, 
with  a  frefh  breeze  at  North  North  Eaft. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  we  made  fail,  the 
weather  being  pretty  moderate,  the  wind  ftill  hauling  to  the 
Northward.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  21  deg.  37  min.  and  the 
longitude  241  deg.  55  min.  Weft.  During  the  afternoon  we 
:had  a  flrong  breeze  and  cloudy  weather,  a  heavy  fwell  ftill  Setting 

2  fronf 
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from  the  Northward.  The  nights  being  dark,  and  generally  1787. 
fqually,  in  the  evening  we  clofe-reefed  the  topfails  and  reefed  the  f3'611!  Lr\ 
mainfail. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  we  faw  land,  bear¬ 
ing  North  Weft,  four  or  ftve  leagues  diftant.  On  founding,  we 
ftruck  the  bottom  with  a  line  of  twenty-five  fathom,  grey  fand. 

In  the  forenoon  we  pafled  fix  Chinefe  fifliing-boats.  Our  latitude 
at  noon  was  22  deg.  22  min.  North.  In  the  afternoon  we  faw  a 
great  number  of  filhing-boats,  and  at  five  o’clock  faw  Pedro 
Blanco ,  a  large  rock,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  hay-ftack, 
bearing  Weft,  about  ten  miles  diftant.  In  the  evening  we  fhort- 
ened  fail,  and  hauled  by  the  wind  to  the  Southward,  making  oc- 
cafional  boards  during  the  night. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we  made  fail.  The 
land  in  fight  proved  to  be  the  Lema  IJlands ,  the  extremes  of  which 
bore  from  North  Eaft  to  Weft  North  Weft,  about  five  leagues  dif¬ 
tant.  On  founding,  we  had  a  fandy  bottom  with  twenty-four  fa¬ 
thom  line.  Though  there  was  a  great  number  of  Chinefe  boats  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  us,  yet  no  pilot  coming  on  board,  at  eleven 
o’clock  we  made  a  fignal  for  one,  and  prefently  afterwards  an  old 
Chinaman  came  on  board  as  a  pilot,  bringing  certificates  from  a 
number  of  Captains  whom  he  had  taken  to  Macao.  He  gave  us  to 
underftand  that  he  could  take  the  veftel  no  farther  than  Macao, 
and  demanded  fifty  dollars  to  carry  us  there,  but  at  length  agreed 
for  thirty  dollars.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  22  deg.  7  min.  North. 

By  this  time  we  were  near  the  entrance  of  the  Lema  Illands, 
which  are  very  numerous,  and  have  a  moft  uncomfortable,  bar¬ 
ren,  and  dreary  appearance. 
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'During  the  afternoon  feveral  pilots  came  on  board.  One  of 
them  who  could  fpeak  Englifh.  informed  us,  that  we  mult  come 
to  anchor  at  Macao,  and  get  a  choppe  or  permit  from  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  there,  before  we  could  proceed  to  Canton.  Our  breeze 
grew  light  and  variable,  yet  we  kept  handing  on,  and  near  mid¬ 
night  came  to  anchor  in  Macao  Roads,  in  fix  fathom  water, 
over  a  foft  muddy  bottom.  Our  foundings  amongft  the  Lema 
Iilands  were,  from  fifteen  to  five  fathom,  over  a  foft  bottom. 

In  my  next  I  hope  to  give  thee  an  account  of  our  arrival  at 
Canton,  and  our  proceedings  there.  Adieu. 


Thine  ever. 


Macao,  1 
November  9th.  3 


W.  B. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

fituation  of  our  anchoring  birth  in  Macao  Road,  was 
I  22  deg.  9  min.  North  latitude,  Macao  bearing  Weft  one- 
half  South,  about  eight  miles  diftant,  the  grand  Lad  rone  South 
by  Eaft,  and  the  peak  of  Lintin  nearly  Eaft. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  we  faw  a  large  fhip  at 
anchor,  about  three  miles  off  our  lee- quarter.  On  hoifting  our 
colours,  fhe  (hewed  Englifh  ones  in  return,  fo  that  we  took  her 

for 
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for  an  Eaft  Indiaman  juft  arrived.  At  eight  o’clock  our  Captain 
went  in  the  whale-boat  to  Macao,  in  order  to  procure  a  choppe 
for  our  paflage  to  Canton,  and  to  learn  the  beft  method  of  expe¬ 
diting  our  bufmefs.  Towards  afternoon  the  wind  blew  very 
frefh  from  North  North  Eaft  and  North  Eaft,  and  in  the  evening 
increafed  to  a  gale,  on  which  we  let  go  the  beft  bower. 


1787. 

N  ovember. 


( 


During  the  night,  and  former  part  of  the  10th,  the  wind  con¬ 
tinued  to  blow  very  frefh  from  the  fame  quarter,  which  caufed 
the  veflel  to  pitch  very  much,  but  growing  moderate  towards  the 

afternoon,  we  took  up  the  beft  bower. 

/  « 

At  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening  a  Chinefe  boat  came  along-fide, 
bringing  a  Mr.  Folger  on  board ;  he  was  Chief  Mate  of  the  veflel 
we  had  feen  in  the  Roads,  and  which  proved  to  be  the  Imperial 
Eagle,  Captain  Berkley,  who,  thou  mayeft  remember,  was  feen  by 
Captain  Colinett  in  King  George’s  Sound.  In  confequence  of  a 
quarrel  with  Captain  Berkley,  he  had  left  him  and  been  at  Macao, 
where,  meeting  with  Captain  Dixon,  he  had  procured  a  paflage 
with  us  to  Canton. 

We  learnt  from  Mr.  Folger,  that  the  Imperial  Eagle  left  Oftend 
the  23d  of  November,  1786,  and  that  King  George’s  Sound  was 
the  fartheft  they  had  been  to  the  Northward  on  the  coaft.  They 
procured  a  good  many  valuable  Ikins  a  degree  or  two  to  the  South¬ 
ward  of  King  George’s  Sound ;  and  their  cargo  confifted  of 
nearly  feven  hundred  prime  fldns,  and  many  of  inferior  value.  In 
the  courfe  of  their  trade  they  met  with  a  moft  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent.  Captain  Berkley  frequently  fent  his  long  boat  with  his  Se¬ 
cond  Mate,  Mr.  Mackie,  and  ten  or  twelve  of  his  people,  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  places  on  the  coaft  where  the  fhip  had  not 
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accefs.  In  one  of  thefe  excurfions,  Mr.  Miller,  Second  Mate,  Mm 
Beale,  Purfer,  and  two  of  the  people,  left  the  boat,  and  went  in 
an  Indian  canoe  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  on  fhore,  taking 
with  them  a  fheet  of  copper  for  that  purpofe,  but  were  never  feen 
afterwards.  Some  of  the  Imperial  Eagle’s  people  landed  at  the 
place  next  day,  and  found  fome  pieces  of  their  cloaths  and  linen 
mangled  and  bloody,  but  no  part  of  their  bodies,  fo  that  they 
doubtlefs  had  been  murdered,  and  their  bodies  either  eat  or  burnt. 


This  fad  cataftrophe  fufficiently  evinces  the  cruelty  of  thefe 
people,  and  at  the  fame  time  may  teach  all  future  navigators  ne¬ 
ver  to  put  too  much  confidence  in  tljefe  Savages,  however  friendly 
they  may  feem  to  be. 


About  noon  on  the  nth  our  Captain  returned  from  Macao*., 
bringing  a-pilot  with  him  to  take  the  vefiel  to  Canton,  on  which 
>ve  immediately  difcharged  our  former  pilot.  We  had  been  under 
fome  degree  of  anxiety  on  account  of  Captain  Dixon’s  long  ab~ 
fence  ;  but  it  feems  the  Chinefe  are  not  very  expeditious  in  tranf- 
acling  their  bufinefs,  and  there  is  no  remedy  for  thefe  delays  but 
patience.  There  came  with  the  Captain  from  Macao,  Mr.  Rofs, 
Firft  Mate  of  the  Nootka,  (which  veffel  arrived  here  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  us'  a  Mr.  Moore,  the  Purfer,  and  ‘ Tyana ,  a  Sandwich  Ifland. 
Chief  whom  Captain  Meares  had  brought  from  Atoui,  as  paf- 
fengers  to  Canton. 


It  feems  the  Nootka  received  confiderable  damage  on  fir.fi: 
coming  into  Macao  Roads  in  a  gale  of  wind,  in  confequence  oF 
which  their  furs  had  been  fent  to  Canton  in  another  vefiel. 


The 
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The  tide  being  in  our  favour,  we  weighed  anchor  at  one  2787. 
o’clock,  and  made  fail,  with  light  variable  winds  and  fine  weather.  Noyeniber. 
From  Macao  Roads  to  Wampo,  the  place  of  our  deftination,  the 
courfe  is  nearly  North  North  Weft,  and  the  diftance  about  twenty- 
three  leagues. 

t 

Near  the  midway  is  a  narrow  paftage  called  the  Bocca  Tigris, 
defended  by  a  paltry  fort  on  each  fide  the  river. 

From  the  nth  to  the  14th  we  were  employed  in  working  up 
to  this  paftage,  the  wind  being  conftantly  againft  us,  fo  that  we 
were  obliged  to  anchor  every  tide. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  we  palled  the  Bocca  Ty- 
gris,  and  foon  after,  the  tide  being  done,  came  to  anchor  in  five 
fathom  and  a  half  water.  The  foundings  up  the  river  from  Ma¬ 
cao  are  from  eight  to  four  fathom,  over  a  foft  bottom. 

•  ♦ 

A  Mandarine  boat  now  came  along-fide  us,  with  a  perfon  fent 
by  Government  to  attend  our  veftel,  much  of  the  fame  nature  as 
the  Cuftom-houfe  Officers  in  England,  as  we  were  informed  his 
buftnefs  was  to  prevent  any  illicit  trade  from  being  carried  on. 

/ 

Atone  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  we  weighed  and 
made  fail.  Having  light  variable  airs,  our  boats  were  hoifted  out 
and  fent  a-head  to  tow  the  veflel.  We  kept  working  up  the  ri- 

* 

ver  in  this  manner  during  the  whole  of  the  15th,  and  at  fix 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  came  to  anchor  at  the  bottom 
of  Wampo  Roads,  in  four  fathom  and  a  half  water.  Soon  after¬ 
wards  our  paflengers  left  us ;  and  towards  noon,  after  giving  or¬ 
ders  for  the  veftel  to  proceed  to  the  upper  end  of  the  fleet, 

O  o  2  Captain 
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November.  CaPtain  Dixon  went  a  Chinefe  paffage-boat  to  Canton,  in 
u- » order  to  learn  from  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  Supercargoes  the 
belt  method  of  facilitating  our  bufmefs. 

At  eleven  o’clock  we  weighed  and  began  to  warp  through 
the  fleet  up  the  river.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  we  anchored 
with  the  fmall  bower,  in  four  fathom  and  a  half  water,  over 
a  muddy  bottom,  mooring  with  the  ftream  anchor;  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Wampo  bore  Weft  North  Weft.  Canton  is  about  four¬ 
teen  miles  higher  up  the  river,  but  the  Chips  of  the  different 
countries  who  trade  to  China  are  not  admitted  farther  than 
■Wampo.  Indeed  I  believe  the  river  is  not  navigable  for  large 
veffels  fo  far  as  Canton. 

As  it  was  Captain  Dixon’s  widi  to  procure  frefh  provifions  for 
the  fhip’s  company  as  foon  as  poffible,  no  time  was  loft  in  mak¬ 
ing  every  neceffary  enquiry  for  that  purpofe,  and  we  foon  learnt, 
'that  in  fpite  of  our  utmoft  care  it  would  be  impoffible  to  avoid 
a  number  of  impofitions :  that  every  veffel  was  fupplied  with 
whatever  provifions  they  wanted  by  an  officer,  called  a  Comprador , 
who  always  demanded  a  cumjhau ,  or  gratuity  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  exclufive  of  the  profit  which  would  accrue  to  him  from 
ferving  us  with  provifions. 

A  demand  of  this  nature  appeared  fo  very  exorbitant,  that  we 
determined,  if  poffible,  to  avoid  it ;  and  a  Captain  Talker,  from 
Bombay,  whofe  veffel  lay  near  ours,  kindly  offered  to  furnifh  us 
with  beef  for  the  prefent.  This,  however,  could  not  be  done 
without  caution  ;  for  we  had  a  Hoppo  or  Cuftom-houfe  boat  on 
each' fide  the  veffel,  with  officers  on  board,  who  made  it  a  point 

to 
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to  prevent  any  beef  coming  on  board  unlefs  furnifhed  by  a  Com- 
prador. 

V 

During  this  time  our  people  were  employed  in  unbending  the 
fails,  unreeving  the  running  rigging,  and  doing  whatever  jobbs 
were  immediately  neceffary. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  17th  the  Captain  returned  from  Canton, 
He  was  informed  by  the  Company’s  Supercargoes  that  no  heps 
could  be  taken  refpe&ing  the  difpofal  of  our  furs,  till  the  Super- 
mtendant  of  the  Chmele  Cuftoms  had  been  on  board  to  meafure 
our  veffel  ;  and  as  the  King  George  was  expected  foon,  he  would 
not  come  till  after  her  arrival. 

/ 

The  Hoppo ,  as  he  is  generally  called,  is  a  perfon  of  very  great- 
authority,  and  next  in  rank  to  the  Viceroy  of  Canton.  Having 
procured  fome  beef  from  Captain  Talker,  the  Chip’s  Company 
were  allowed  two  pounds  per  man,  each  day,  with  a  proportionate 
quantity  of  greens,  the  man  in  the  hoppo  boat  undertaking  to 
fuppiy  us  with  every  thing  of  the  vegetable  kind  we  might  want. 

Ail  the  fpirits  on  board  being  expended,  on  the  19th  we  pur- 
chafed  a  leger  of  arrack  from  a  Dutchman,  for  forty-five  dollars. 
In  the  afternoon  we  took  up  the  ftream  anchor,  and  moored  with 
both  bowers,  a  mooring  junk  being  bent  to  the  fmall  bower.  The 
Hoppo  officer  having  found  out  by  fome  means  or  other,  that  we 
were  fupplied  with  beef  by  Captain  Talker,  put  a  Hop  to  it;  and 
we  again  bid  fair  to  live  on  lalt  provifions,  or  pay  a  Comprador’s 
extravagant  cumjhau.  In  this  dilemna,  Mr.  Moore,  Fir  ft  Mate  of 
the  Royal  Admiral,  Captain  Huddart,  happening  to  call  on  board, 
and  hearing  our  fituation,  kindly  undei took  to  furnilh  us  with 
t  beef 
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1787.  beef,  on -condition  that  we  fent  our  boat  for  it  every  morning,* 
November.  anq  a{wayS  took  care  not  to  let  the  beef  be  feen.  We  willingly 
accepted  his  offer,  and  our  boat  was  fent  to  the  Royal  Admiral 
regularly  every  morning,  and  had  generally  the  good  fortune  to 
get  the  beef  on  board  unperceived. 

On  the  23d  our  Captain  went  to  Canton,  and  returned  the  fame 
evening,  having  heard  that  the  King  George  was  arrived  at 
Macao,  which  was  a  moll  agreeable  piece  of  intelligence. 

At  noon  on  the  24th  Captain  Dixon  went  in  the  whale-boat, 
with  feven  hands,  to  meet  the  King  George,  in  order  to  affift  in 
towing  her  up  the  river,  fhould  they  not  have  a  favourable 

•breeze. 

\ 

On  over-hauling  our  flock  of  provifions  it  appeared  that  we 
had  fome  to  difpofe  of ;  and  this  afternoon  we  fold  three  tierces  of 
beef  to  a  Leghorneze  veffel  which  lay  in  the  river,  at  twenty-four 
dollars  per  tierce. 

About  noon  on  the  25th,  our  confort,  the  King  George,  arrived 
in  the  river,  and  anchored  near  us ;  bringing  all  her  people  in 
good  health  and  fpirits,  to  our  very  great  fatisfadlion. 

Captain  Portlock’s  fuccefs  on  the  coafl,  after  we  left  him,  had 
been  nothing  equal  to  our’s  ;  indeed  it  was  not  to  be  expeffed  that 
he  could  procure  many  furs  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  though 
no  effort  was  left  untried  for  that  purpofe ;  the  boats  being  con- 
ftantly  out  in  the  adjacent  creeks  and  inlets,  at  a  diflance  from 
the  ill  ip- 
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The  long-boat  had  been  pretty  fuccefsful  in  Cook’s  River,  and 
had  made  two  trips  j  being  obliged  to  come  back  the  firfb  time  for 
a  frefh  aifortment  of  trade-. 


2  95 


1787. 

*  November, 


After  leaving  Prince  William’s  Sound,  Captain  Portlock  had 
fallen  in  with  a  harbour  betwixt  Crofs  Sound  and  the  Bay  of 
Iflands.  The  paffage  into  it  is  rather  dangerous,  and  it  affords 
no  great  quantity  of  furs ;  fo  that  it  will  be  no  object  for  future 
traders.  His  long-boat  had'  found  a  paffage  from  thence  into 
Norfolk  Sound;  at  which  place  the  inhabitants  (hewed  his  people 
tin  kettles,  pewter  bafons,  5cc.  which  they  immediately  knew  had. 
been  bartered  by  us. 

• «  -  r 

'  ‘  ^  C  1  r  .  •  *  ....  -  _  •  \ 

From  this  place  Captain  Portlock  fleered  diredlly  for  Sandwich* 
Iflands,  where  he  arrived  about  a  week  after  we  left  them  ;  fo  that 
our  meeting  the  Prince  of  Wales  off  King  George’s- Sound,  was 
particularly  fortunate,  as  our  waiting  for  Captain  Portlock  there 
would  have  been  fo  much,  time  entirely  loft.  But  to  return. — 

In  the  morning  of  the  26th  both  our  Captains  went  to  Canton, 
and  returned  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th.  Mr.  Browne  (Prefi— 
dent  of  the  Supercargoes)  allured  them  that  the  Superin tendant 
of  the  Cuftoms  (or  John  Tuck,  as  the  Chinefe  commonly  call 
himi  would  come  to  meafure  both  veffels  very  fhortly,  and  that/ 
immediately  afterwards,  our  buftnefs  fliould  be  expedited  without: 
delay.  During  this  time  our  people  were  employed  in  overhauling 
the  rigging,  and  doing  every  other  necefiary  work  that  was  re¬ 
quired. 

On  the  29th,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  William 
Macleod,  Firft  Mate  of  the  King  George,  departed  this  life,  flis 
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death  was  not  occafioned  by  any  diforder  caught  during  the  prefent 
voyage,  but  from  an  old  complaint  in  the  urethra,  which  fre¬ 
quently  occafioned  a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  and  other  alarming 
fymptoms,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage.  At  the  time  of 
his  being  taken  ill  (which  was  on  the  28th)  he  was  on  a  vifit  on 
board  the  Locko  Indiaman ;  and  his  drinking  fome  if  ale  porter 
after  dinner  brought  on  fo  violent  a  relapfe  of  his  diforder,  as  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death.  He  died  uni- 
verfally  lamented  by  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  was  interred, 
in  the  forenoon  of  the  30th,  on  Frenchman’s  Ifland. 

At  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  December  we  were 
honoured  with  the  prefence  of  John  Tuck  on  board.  He  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  numerous  retinue,  who  paid  him  a  princely  refpedf, 
faluting  him  at  his  coming  upon  deck  with  a  bent  knee. 

This  vifit  feems  to  be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  as  they  only 
meafure  from  the  foremafl  to  the  taffrel,  and  then  athwart  near 
the  gangway,  which  certainly  can  give  them  but  a  very  imperfedt 
idea  of  a  velfel’s  burthen  :  however  they  demand  (I  am  informed) 
no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  as  a  port  charge,  for  this 
piece  of  mummery.  His  Excellency  made  us  a  prefent  of  two 
poor  buffaloes,  eight  jars  of  famfhu,  (a  fpirit  fo  bad  that  we 
threw  it  overboard)  and  eight  bags  of  ground  rice,  about  forty 
pounds  each. 

This  neceffary  piece  of  bufmefs  being  over,  proper  meafures 
were  taken  to  get  our  furs  to  Canton.  We  learnt,  on  enquiry, 
that  a  choppe,  or  Cuftom-houfe  boat  muff  be  procured  at  Canton 
for  the  cargo  of  each  veffel,  the  expence  of  which  would  be  fif¬ 
teen  dollars  each :  however,  as  the  King  George’s  cargo  was  con- 
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fiderably  lefs  than  our’s,  we  judged  that  by  taking  their  furs 
on  board  our  veffel,  the  expence  of  a  boat  might  be  faved :  ac¬ 
cordingly,  this  afternoon  we  received  from  the  King  George  feven 
puncheons  and  two  flop-chefls  of  furs. 


!7^7* 

December. 


On  the  4th  Captain  Dixon  went  to  Canton,  to  get  every  thing 
in  readinefs  at  our  factory  for  flowing  the  furs,  and  to  fend  a 
boat  to  carry  them  up.  In  the  morning  of  the  5th  a  choppe  boat 
came  along-lide  for  our  cargo ;  Captain  Portlock  likewife  fent  a 
fmall  chefl,  and  a  bundle  of  furs  on  board. 


W e  fent  to  Canton  twenty-three  puncheons,  two  chefls,  and 
two  cafks,  containing  the  whole  of  our  furs  ;  and  feven  puncheons, 
three  chefls,  and  one  bundle,  belonging  to  the  King  George  ;  the 
particular  contents  of  all  which,  I  fliall,  perhaps,  have  occafion 
to  mention  hereafter. 

% 

From  our  firfl  arrival  ’till  now,  the  people  had  been  employed 
in  overhauling  the  rigging  and  repairing  whatever  was  defedlive  5 
our  main  yard  had  been  condemned,  and  another  fubflituted  in  its 
room,  with  fundry  other  neceflary  jobs.  On  the  6th  we  began 
to  clear  the  hold,  and  fent  our  empty  cafks  on  fhore  to  be  re¬ 
paired  :  the  fail -makers  were  employed  in  making  fundry  new 
fails,  and  repairing  the  old  ones.  Thefe  different  employments 
engroffed  the  greatefl  part  of  this  month ;  and  indeed  we  were  in 
no  particular  hurry,  as  none  of  our  furs  were  yet  difpofed  of, 
and  till  then  we  could  not  take  in  any  cargo  for  the  Eafl-India 
Company. 

On  the  26th  the  Carpenters  began  to  caulk  between  decks. 
Captain  Portlock  purchafed  a  number  of  rattans,  for  the  purpofe 
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1787..  of  dunnaoinp;  the  hold;  and  this  afternoon  we  received  807  bun- 
^ceem  jer.  ^es  from  the  R0fe,  and  on  the  27th,  563  bundles  more. 


We  are  in  daily  expedtation  of  hearing  good  news  from  Can¬ 
ton,  fo  that  our  preparations  on  board  for  a  cargo  of  tea  go  on 
brifkiy.  Adieu. 

Thine,  ever, 

W.  b; 


Wampo, 
December  28th. 
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AS  we  were  now  anxious  to  have  the  veffel  ready  for  a  cargo, 
and  the  weather  was  rather  precarious;  we  engaged  two 
Caulkers  from  the  Houghton  Indiaman,  on  the  28th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  to  affift  our  Carpenters,  it  being  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have 
the  fhip  tight,  before  we  could  pretend  to  take  any  teas  on 
'  board. 

On  the  29th  an  American  veffel  called  the  Alliance,  Captain 
Read,  anchored  in  the  river.  This  veffel  is  frigate  built,  and  had 
been  employed  againft  us  with  fome  degree  of  fuccefs  during  our 
late  unhappy  contefl  with  the  Americans ;  but  now  it  feems  their 
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fjfrars  are  turned  to  pruning  -  Books,  and  their  frigates  to  merchant¬ 
men. 

For  fome  days  paid  our  fupply  of  beef  from  the  Royal  Admiral 
had  been  by  no  means  regular,  and  we  had  been  obliged  to  ufe 
fait  provifions  more  than  once;  this  occafioned  us  to  apply  to 
Captain  Portlock,  (who  had  engaged  a  Comprador  on  his  firft 
arrival  in  the  river)  and  on  the  3.1ft  we  began  to  receive,  our  beet 
from  the  King  George. 

By  this  time  our  after-hold  was  clear,  and  the  calks  on  the 
ground  tier  ready  for  water ;  on  this  the  long-boat  was  fent  to 
Canton,  that  being  the  neareft  place  where  water  can  be  procured 

r 

fit  for  ufe. 

Whilft  every  thing  on  board  our  veflel  was  getting  forward 
with  the  utmoft  dilpatch,  in  order  to  be  ready  for  a  cargo  when¬ 
ever  the  Council  of  Supercargoes  Ihould  think  proper  to  fend  one, 
cur  bufmefs  at  Canton  was  totally  at  a  ftand,  none  of  our  furs 
being  as  yet  difpofed  of. 

In  order  to  form  fome  idea  of  the  probable  reafons  for  this  de¬ 
lay,  it  perhaps  may  be  neceftary  to  fay  a  few  words  refpedling  the 
confignment  of  our  lkins,  the  methods  taken  by  the  perfons  they 
were  configned  to  for  the  difpofal  of  them,  and  the  various  impe¬ 
diments  raifed  by  the  Chinefe  to  prevent  their  being  fold  to  ad¬ 
vantage. 

At  the  time  our  voyage  was  firft  fet  on  foot,  China  was  the 
market  fixed  on  for  the  difpofal  of  whatever  furs  we  might  pro¬ 
cure;  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was  judged  of  no  fmall  confequence 
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to  procure  a  freight  from  thence.  An  agreement  with  the  Eaff- 
1  India  Company  was  accordingly  made  5  our  furs  were  to  be  fold 
to  their  Supercargoes  at  a  fair  price,  or  left  in  their  hands  for 
them  to  difpofe  of  at  a  future  opportunity,  and  they  were  to  have 
a  certain  per  centage  on  whatever  fum  of  money  they  might  fetch. 

*  No  fooner  were  the  fkins  landed  at  our  factory,  than  a  particu¬ 
lar  account  of  them  was  taken  by  a  fet  of  Merchants  belonging  to 
the  Cuitoms,  and  who  (I  underftand)  give  fecurity  to  the  Empe¬ 
ror  for  the  duty  being  paid  :  another  account  was  taken  by  people 
employed  by  Mr.  Browne  for  that  purpofe. 

Our  fkins  being  properly  afforted,  the  quantity  fixed  on  to  be 
difpofed  of  by  Mr.  Browne  was  2,552  fea-otter  fkins,  434  cub, 
and  34  fox  fkins. 

The  remainder  of  our  cargo,  which  confifted  of  1,080  beaver 
tails,  fundry  indifferent  pieces  of  beaver  fkins  and  cloaks,  no 
fur  feals,  about  150  land  beaver,  fixty  fine  cloaks  of  the  earlefs 
marmot ;  together  with  fundry  racoon,  fox,  lynx,  &c.  were  left 
to  be  difpofed  of  by  our  Captains  in  the  bed:  manner  they  were 
able  5  probably  for  no  other  reafon  than  to  furnifli  them  with 
money  for  their  current  expenses,  and  no  doubt  expecting  what 
they  had  left  would  be  barely  fufhcient  for  that  purpofe. 

In  regard  to  the  fale  of  our  furs,  I  fhould  firft  obferve,  that 
there  is  at  Canton  a  Company  of  wealthy  Merchants,  called  the. 
Hong-Merchants,  with  whom  our  Eafl  India  Company  tranfaCt 
all  their  bufmefs,  and  purchafe  from  them  the  whole  of  the  tea 
and  China-ware  fent  to  Great  Britain.  To  thefe  people  our  furs 
were  offered,  with  an  expectation  of  their  immediately  taking  them 
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off  our  hand3  at  an  advantageous  price  ;  but  here  we  were  woefully 
difappointed,  and  we  found,  to  our  coft,  the  fad  miftake  of  our 
Owners,  in  appointing  the  Supercargoes  to  have  the  foledifpofal  of 
their  property,  for  the  moment  thefe  Hong-Merchants  had  looked 
the  fkins  over,  and  fixed  a  value  on  them,  no  other  Merchant  durffc 
interfere  in  the  purchafe  :  indeed  as  the  quantity  above-mentioned 
was  not  fuffered  to  be  divided,  there  were  not  many  people  except 
thefe  Hong-Merchants  who  had  it  in  their  power  to  buy  fo  large  a 
parcel,  and  advance  the  money  immediately  :  add  to  this,  the  duty 
on  merchandize  in  the  Port  of  Canton  feems  not  to  be  regulated 
by  any  fixed  rule,  but  refts  in  a  great  meafure  in  the  breafts  of 
thofe  appointed  by  the  Hoppo  to  lay  it  on,  and  who  fix  it  higher 
or  lower  at  pleafure.  With  thefe  people  the  Hong-Merchants 
have  great  influence 3  fo  that  had  any  indifferent  perfon  been  at 
liberty  to  purchafe  our  fkins,  and  difpofed  to  give  us  an  advan¬ 
tageous  price  for  them,  the  fear  of  having  an  enormous  duty  to 
pay,  would  at  once  deter  him  from  any  attempt  of  the  kind  3  this 

we  found  flrictly  verified  more  than  once. 

/  '  %  •  ,,  *  * 

In  this  poor  fituation  were  we  with  refpedt  to  the  fale  of  our 
cargo,  during  the  month  of  December,  and  the  greatefl:  part  of 
January :  either  we  muff  clofe  with  the  paltry  offers  which  the 
Hong-Merchants  had  made  to  the  Supercargoes,  or  be  under  the 
neceflity  of  leaving  our  furs  in  their  hands  undifpofed  of  3  this 
both  parties  knew  we  wiihed  to  avoid,  if  pofiible.  Mean  while, 
fome  of  the  refufe  which  they  had  left  for  us  to  difpofe  of,  fold  to 
confiderable  advantage  3  the  1,080  tails  fold  for  two  dollars  each  3 
the  fur  feals  for  five  dollars  each,  and  a  fmall  parcel  of  rubbifh  for 
fifty-five  dollars.. 
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1788".  On  the  7th  of  January,  1788,  we  fent  to  Canton  130  pekel  of 
flints,  a  parcel  of  blankets,  and  feveral  grofs  of  buckles  3.  a  Hoppo 
boat  was  alfo  loaded  with  flints  from  the  King  George.  The  blan¬ 
kets  and  buckles  were  brought  out  to  trade  with  the  Americans  > 
and  we  were  given  to  underhand  they  were  a  very  faleable  article  * 
amongh  the  Chinefe. 

By  the  14th,  our  quarter-deck  being  completely  caulked,  we  paid: 
it  over  with  a  compofltion  of  damar  and  oil  3  the  main  and  fore- 
mails  were  alfo  paid  with  the  fame  compofltion. 

On  the  20th,  two  Fall  India  Captains  came  to  furvey  our  veflel, 
by  the  direction  of  the  Supercargoes,  previous  to  their  fending 
any  teas  on  board  3  they  found  feveral  defedls  in  our  lower  deck, 
and  gave  direftions  for  having  it  properly  fecured  3  at  the  fame 
time  they  fent  us  a  carpenter  and  a  caulker,  to  aflift  our  people  in 
expediting  this  bufinefs* 

In  the  afternoon  a  boat  came  along-fide,  with  100  chelts  bohea 
tea.  At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  parted  our  mooring  junk, 
on  which  we  got  out  the  large  kedge  and  llream  cable  to  heady 

the  fhip. 

The  Surveyors  having  ordered  our  lower  deck  to  be  floated,  on 
the  23d  the  Carpenters  got  the  dams  ready  for  thatpurpofe3  and 
at  eleven  o’clock,  the  Surveyors  again  coming  on  board,  found  the 
veflel  completely  fit  for  a  cargo. 

On  the  25th  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover  our  fmall  bower, 
together  with  nine  fathom  of  the  junk. 

On 


i 
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On  the  26th,  our  principal  furs,  viz.  the  2,552  otter  ;  434  cub,  1788. 
and  34  fox,  were  fold  and  delivered  to  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  tyanmr^ 
Supercargoes,  for  50,000  dollars. 

It  fhould  feem,  that  our  Captains  had  only  a  mere  negative  inf 
this  bufinefs ;  but  finding  it  impoffible  to  obtain  a  better  price,  and 
it  being  high  time  to  think  of  failing,  they  were  glad  to  clofe  with 
this  offer,  though  very  far  fhort  of  what  we  at  one  time  had  reafon 
to  expert :  indeed  there  now  were  other  reafons,  and  thofe  very 
weighty  ones,  befides  what  I  have  already  mentioned,  for  conclud¬ 
ing  this  bufinefs.  The  furs  brought  by  the  Nootka  had  recently 
been  fold  for  9,750  dollars  : — 700  fine  fea-otter  fkins,  (the  cargo  of 
the  Imperial  Eagle,  Captain  Berkley)  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 

Beale,  a  principal  Owner,  and  refident  at  Canton  : — 1,000  otter- 
fkins  were  fent  by  the  Spanifh  Miffionaries  from  California,  and 
that  part  of  the  coaft  towards  King  George’s  Sound,  to  Manilla, 
and  from  thence  were  lately  arrived  at  Canton  : — two  French  vef- 
fels  which  had  been  upon  the  American  coaff  on  difcovery,  and’ 
lately  arrived  at  Macao,  had  picked  up  200  fine  fea  otter-fkins  ; 
add  to  this,  a  great  number  of  black  rabbit-fkins  and  fur-feals, 
which  are  held  in  tolerable  eftimation  here,  had  lately  been  brought 
from  England:  all  thefe  being  in  the  market  at  once,  quite  glut¬ 
ted  it,  andhadfuch  an  efredt  on  the  Chinefe,  that  they  fcaroely 
thought  furs  worth  taking  away,  Thefe  circumdances  being  duty 
confidered,  it  certainty  was  the  mod:  prudent  ftep  our  Captains 
could  pofiibly  take  to  clofe  with  the  Supercargoes,'  as  (exclufive 
of  other  confiderations)  by  this  means  we  were  enabled  to  remit 
bills  of  exchange  to  our  Owners,  and  our  departure  was  neatly 
facilitated. 


On 
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1788.  On  the  30th,  we  received  on  board  the  remaining  part  of  our 


*  C  A 

j  cargo  or  teas. 


I  have  before  obferved,  that  there  were  fundry  parcels  of  inferior 
furs,  together  with  the  marmot  cloaks,  which  we  were  permitted 
to  fell  j  a  few  of  thefe  had  been  difpofed  of,  but  the  greateft  part 
ftill  lay  on  our  hands,  and  they  being  the  only  thing  which  now 
detained  us  at  China,  we  at  laid  fold  the  whole,  together  with  the 
flints,  buckles,  and  blankets,  to  Chichinqua,  for  1,000  dollars  5 
the  old  man  at  the  fame  time  obferving,  that  he  had  no  other 
motive  for  making  this  purchafe,  than  a  wifli  to  haften  our  depar¬ 
ture,  it  being  a  pity,  he  faid,  that  two  fuch  fmall  veflels  as  our’s 
fhould  be  detained  at  a  heavy  expence  for  fuch  a  trifle.  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  old  Chichinqua  was  fincere  in  this  aflertion, 
for  when  the  furs  were  delivered  to  his  people,  they  feemed  to  re¬ 
gard  them  as  mere  rubbifh,  though  a  month  before,  they  would 
certainly  have  fetched  at  leaf!:  four  times  the  money  >  but  at  that 
time  we  were  not  at  liberty  to  fell  any  thing  whatever. 

By  this  time  our  cargo  was  properly  flowed,  our  water  com- 
pleated,  and  every  thing  ready  for  fea.  At  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  February  we  unmoored,  and  at  twelve 
weighed  anchor  and  made  fail,  having  a  breeze  at  North  North 
Weft.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  with  the  fmall 
flower,  at  the  bottom  of  the  fleet,  in  fix  fathom  water.  In  the 
evening  our  Captains  arrived  from  Canton,  having  difcharged  the 
factory,  and  finally  fettled  all  our  bufmefs  there. 

In  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  King  George  unmoored,  but 
having  little  or  no  wind,  fhe  warped  down  the  fleet,  and  came  up 
with  us  about  four  o’clock.  Having  the  wind  generally  contrary. 


we 
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we  came  to  every  tide,  and  did  not  arrive  in  fight  of  Macao  till  the  1788. 

J  '  F  K- 

morning  of  the  9th,  when  we  anchored  in  Macao  Roads  ;  Macao  " 
bearing  Weft  South  Weft,  and  the  Peak  of  Lintin  Eaft  about  four 
leagues  diftant. 

#  .  Y 

Our  grand  objedt  being  now  compleated,  thou  mayeft  eafily 
imagine  we  are  anxious  for  a  fpeedy  and  fa fe  paffage  to  Old  Eng¬ 
land,  but  no  one  more  than  thine,  &c. 

W.  B. 

Macao,  ? 

Feb.  10th.  i 
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CHINA  is  a  place  fo  much  frequented  by  Englifhmen,  on 
account  of  the  very  extenfive  commerce  carried  on  there  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  on  that  account  fo  univerfally 
known,  that  it  will  perhaps  be  ridiculous  for  me  to  make  any  re¬ 
marks  concerning  it ;  however,  as  thou  art  fond  of  novelty,,  and 
perhaps  art  no  farther  acquainted  with  China  than  by  perilling 
j Du  Halde ,  I  lliall  trouble  thee  with  what  few  obfervations  I  have 
been  able  to  make  concerning  this  place  and  its  inhabitants. 

Were  we  to  form  our  opinion  of  this  country,  from  the  impref- 
fions  its  firft  appearance  makes,  it  would  be  of  the  moft  unfavour¬ 
able  kind,  as  fcarcely  any  thing  in  nature  can  have  a  more  barren, 
dreary,  and  uncomfortable  afpedt,  than  the  Lema  Illands,  or  in- 

Q  q  deed 
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deed  the  face  of  the  country,  after  we  arrive  in  Macao  Roads ;  but 
by  the  time  we  reach  the  Bocca  Tigris*  the  profpeft  brightens  : 
from  thence  to  Canton  the  river  affumes  a  ferpentine  form,  and 
every  turn  prefents  to  your  view  a  different  branch  of  the  river, 
many  of  which  are  natural,  and  others  the  effects  of  labour  and 
art.  Numerous  villages  are  feen  in  thefe  different  viffos,  and  they 
abound  with  a  pleafmg  variety  of  beautiful  iandfcapes,  agreeably 
di verbified  with  plains,  and  gently  riling  grounds  :  the  fummits  of 
the  hills  are  adorned  with  lofty  Pagodas  j  the  riffng  grounds  are 
ornamented  with  trees  of  various  forts,  whofe  verdure  is  in  con- 
ftant  fucceffion,  and  refembles  an  everlafting  fpring,  whilft  the 

plains  afford  large  quantities  of  fugar-cane  and  rice. 

.  4 

Yet  with  all  thefe  combined  advantages  of  nature  and  art,  thefe 
profpedls,  fo  truly  pleafmg  at  a  diftance,  lofe  much  of  their  effedt  on 
a  nearer  approach.  The  foil  is  generally  of  a  loofe  fandy  nature,  and 
the  furface  of  the  earth  is  far  from  poffefling  that  beautiful  ver¬ 
dure  for  which  the  Britifh- plains  are  fo  remarkable,  and  feems  but 
ill  adapted  either  for  paffurage,  or  the  cultivation  of  grain  in  gene¬ 
ral.  The  villages,  though  numerous,  and  extremely  populous,  are 
with  fome  few  exceptions,  opprefled  with  poverty  and  want ;  and  I 
believe  the  quantity  of  rice  produced  here,  is  quite  infufncient  for 
tffe  confumption  of  the  inhabitants,  great  quantities  being  yearly 
imported  from  Manilla,  and  the  E aft  Indies. 

The  climate  at  Wampo  is  extremely  unhealthful,  and  fuch 
great  and  hidden  variations  are  there  in  the  temperature  of  the 
air,  that  I  have  frequently  known  the  thermometer  to  change  from 
41  deg.  to  86  deg.  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  country  to  the 
North  Eaft  is  low  and  marffiy,  and  the  heavy  damp  fogs  exhaled 

from  thence,  frequently  bring  on  agues,  intermitting  fevers,  and 

fluxes  > 


2 


t 


NORTH-WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA, 

fluxes ;  though  probably  this  lafl  diforder  is  accelerated  •  by  the 
quantity  of  arrack  which  the  Tailors  frequently  drink  1 6  excefs. 

/  '  ,  t 

Wampo,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  is  the  rendezvous  for  fliips 
of  all  nations,  trading  to  China.  Here  you  fee  Englifh,  French, 
Dutch,  Danes,  Swedes,  Italians,  and  Pruflians  :  the  Americans, 
too,  have,  it  feems,  overcome  their  diftafte  againft  tea,  and  have 
opened  a  trade  for  that  commodity  with  the  Chinefe.  Till  thefe 
few  years  the  Germans  had  a  faftory  at  Canton,  but  at  prefent  the 
Imperial  Company  is  infolvent,  and  they  dare  not  fend  any  velfels 
to  China,  for  fear  of  having  them  feized  in  part  of  payment  for  the 
debt  already  incurred. 

I  greatly  queftion,  whether  the  trade  carried  on  by  our  Eafl  India 
Company  to  China,  is  not  of  more  confequence,  than  that  of  all 
other  nations  put  together,  if  indeed  we  except  that  carried  on  by 
the  Chinefe  Merchants  to  Manilla  and  Batavia,  which  is  very  exten- 
five. 

The  Captains  of  fliips,  during  their  flay  here,  hire  temporary 
warehoufes  of  the  Chinefe,  fltuated  near  the  river  fide,  for  the 
purpofe  of  landing  their  flores  or  cargo,  wnilft  their  veflels  are  re¬ 
pairing,  or  carrying  on  any  employment  that  can  be  done  more 
conveniently  here  than  on  board  :  in  this  relpefl,  the  French  have 
greatly  the  advantage  over  us,  for  their  warehoufes  are  fltuated  on 
a  dry  comioi table  ifland,  where  they  have  not  only  every  conveni¬ 
ence  tor  carrying  on  their  refpeclive  employments,  but  have  like- 
wife  a  comfortable  hofpital  for  the  reception  of  their  lick  5  whereas 
the  Englifh  warehoufes,  being  chiefly  on  the  low  marflry  ground 
before -mentioned,  are  in  fome  meafure  precluded  from  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages. 

Q^l  2  Canton 
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1788.  Canton  is  fituated  on  the  Tigris,  about  four  leagues  from: 

February.  ^yamp0<  Here  the  different  nations  who  trade  with  the  Chinefe 
have  factories  for  the  refidence  of  their  Confuls  or  Supercargoes. 
Thefe  form  a  tolerably  handfome  range  of  buildings,,  fituated  on  a 
kind  of  quay,  near  the  river-fidey  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
length  i  but  that  belonging  to  the  Englifh  is  incomparably  the 
molt  elegant  and  commodious.  None  of  thefe  Factors  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  ftay  at  Canton  after  the  fhips  leave  the  country,  but 
always  go  in  the  laft  veliel  to  Macao,,  where  they  refide  till  the, 
Ihipping  returns  next  feafon* 

Adjoining  to  thefe  public  factories  are  number  of  private, 
ones,  which  are  occupied  by  the  Captains  of  different  veffels,  who 
hire  them  during  their  flay  here  from  the  Hong- Merchants,  as 
they  generally  refide  at  Canton  for  the  greater  conveniency  oE 
tranfaCting  their  bufmefs  with  the  Supercargoes,  or  any  private, 
concerns  of  their  own.. 

Behind  thefe  factories,  are  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  Canton.  Of 
the  city  I  can  form  but  very  little  idea,  as.no  ffranger  is  admitted 
within  its  gates..  The  flrcets  of  the  fuburbs  in  general  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  narrow  and  inconvenient,  but  are  tolerably  clean,  be¬ 
ing  paved  with  broad  flag-ftones.  They  confiff  entirely  of  the. 
fhops  and  warehoufes  of  dilferent  trades  and  manufactures  carried 
on  here,  which  are  fometimes  very  extenfive,  but  feldom  confift. 
of  more  than  one  ftory.. 

Canton  is  extremely  populous-;  but  nothing- can  better  flic w. 
how  difficult  it  is  to  form  a  competent  idea  of  the  number  of  its. 
inhabitants,  than  the  different  opinions  of  various  authors  who 
have  profelfedly  wrote  on  the  fubjeCt,  fome  reckoning  more  than 

1.  a  million, 
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a  million,  and  others  again  eighty  thoufand.  Without  taking  1788. 
notice  of  fuch  abfurd  difproportions,  I  fhall  juft  obferve,  that  ^et°ruary> 
the  calculation  made  by  Captain  King,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
by  far  neareft  to  the  truth:  he  computes  the  number  of  inha¬ 
bitants  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  which  is  certainly 
a  very  moderate  calculation. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  an  amazing  number  of  people  who 
live  altogether  on  the  water,  in  boats,  called  fampans,  and 
amount,  according  to  the  loweft  calculation,  to  forty  thoufand  y 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  confiderably  exceed  that  number. 

1  he  greater  part  of  thefe  poor  wretches  obtain  a  precarious  live¬ 
lihood  oy  fifhing,  and  perhaps  fome  trivial  employments  occa- 
fionally  picked  up  on  the  river.  Others  again  ply  as  conftant: 
paflage-boats  from  place  to  place,  after  the  manner  of  our  water¬ 
men  :  for  two  dollars  you  may  hire  a  handfome  fampan,  with 
good  accommodations  for  eight’  or  ten  people,  to  take  you  from 
Wampo  to  Canton;  Thefe  boats  are  fitted  up  in  the  infide  aU 
moft  like  a  parlour,  with  a  table  and  chairs  for  the  paftengers. 

They  have  lattices  made  of  pearl,  and  covered  with  a  neat? arched 
roof  of  bamboo. 

The  lower  kind  of  people  live  entirely  on  rice,  with  perhaps  a' 
little  fifh,  barely  fufficient  to  give  it  a  relifh,  whilft  the  Manda¬ 
rines,  and  in  fhort  all  thofe  whofe  circumftances  will  afford  it, 
pamper  themfelves  with  every  kind  of  luxury,  and  are  remarkably 
fond  of  relifhing  fauces  and  highly  feafoned  difhes. 

The  common  produce  of  the  kitchen-garden,  fuch  as  cabbages, 
carrots,  greens,  turnips,  potatoes,  &c.  are  in, great  plenty  here* 

and 
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i7SS.  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  poverty  of  the  common  people,  that  very 
Feoruary.  pew  Q£  tpefe  fap  to  their  fliare. 

The  artificers  in  various  manufactures  here,  are  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  expert.  To  fay  any  thing  about  the  excellence  of  their 
china-ware,  would  he  abfurd,  as  every  female  gofiip  in  England 
can  harangue  by  the  hour  about  the  neatnefs  and  elegance  of  her 
lad  “  long  fit”  though,  to  be  lure,  it  did  not  coll  near  fo  much  as 
her  neighbours  j  but-— £C  indeed  Hie  wonders  how  fome  people  can 
,  have  fo  little  tajle  /’’ 

Their  numerous  patterns  in  filk  and  velvet  are  certainly  inge¬ 
nious  and  well-fancied  3  but  for  goodnefs  of  fabric,  and  lading 
beauty,  they  undoubtedly  mud  give  place  to  our  looms  in  Spital- 

Fields. 

0 ■ 

Many  of  their  artificers  fhew  a  great  degree  of  dexterity  and 
ingenuity,  particularly  in  their  cabinet  and  lacquered  work  3 
•  many  of  thefe  things  are.  however,  merely  ornamental,  and  but 
little  calculated  for  real  utility. 

The  Chinefe  method  of  wearing  their  hair  is  fomething  lingu¬ 
lar,  though  I  believe  the  fame  cudom  prevails  all  over  the  Ead. 
They  diave  the.  head  dole,  except  a  fmall  circular  place  on  the 
crown  ;  this  bem'x  frequently  ihaved  when  they  aie  meie  infants, 
the  hair  afterwards  grows  remarkably  long,  and  is  wore  in  a  neat 
triple  plait. 

The  women  differ  their  hair  to  grow  long,  and  drefs  it  in  neat 
circular  folds  on  the  top  of  the  head,  in  a  conical  form  3  in  this 

curious  fold  a  number  of  ornaments  are  wore  by  the  better  fort. 

Small 
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Small  feet  are  reckoned  extremely  handfome  amongft  the  fe¬ 
males,  fo  that  they  are  cramped  up  from  their  infancy ;  and  by 
this  means  many  of  them  are  little  better  than  cripples.. 


^  1788. 
February, 


In  regard  to  their  Government,  I  can  fay  but  little.  The  Em¬ 
peror  is  of  Tartarian  extraction,  and  may,  I  believe,  be  called  a 
defpotic  monarch  5  at  lead:,  the  fubordinate  parts  of  Government, 
fuch  as  the  Cudoms,  &c.  we  can  experimentally  fay,  are  fiddly 
fo.  However,  we  have  undoubted  proofs  that  their  police  is.  in 
ibme  refpeds  better  regulated  than  that  of  any  country  in  the 
world ;  for  the  Englilh  Supercargoes,  on  their  leaving  Canton, 
frequently  leave  at  lead  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  fpecie 
behind  them,  under  no  better  fecurity  than  the  feal  of  the  Hong- 
Merchants  and  Mandarines.  The  Captains  at  the  different  pri¬ 
vate  fadories  trud  their  property,  without  the  lead  fcrupie,  to: 
the  care  of  Chinefe  fervants,  and,  I  believe,  an  inftance  of  did 
honedy  was  fcarcely  ever  heard  of. 


I  have  before  obferved,  that  the  Chinefe  are  fond  of  high-fea- 
foned  diflies,  yet  they  are  very  moderate  in  their  meals,  never 
making  more  than  two  in  the  day;  the  fird  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  the  fecond  aboui.  five  111  the  afternoon  ;  the  intermediate 
time  is  employed,  by  thofe  not  engaged  111  bufinels,  111  fmoaking, 
drinking  tea,  and  paying  vilits  to  their  neighbours. 

The  Chinefe  language  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  be  underdood  3 
and  this  does  not  proceed  from  its  being  copious,  but  quite  the 
reverfe,  the  fame  word  having  a  great  variety  of  fignificatlons,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  modes  of  pronunciation,  a.;  d  this  variety 
of  emphafis  is  oft  didinguifhed  by  a  kind  of  digging  tone  ;  fo  that 
I  am  inclined  to  think  a  party  of  Chinefe  obliged  to  converfe  to¬ 
gether 


/ 
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1788.  aether  in  whifpers,  would  be  able  to  underftand  each  other  but 
February.  ? 

u— v— imperfectly.  / 

f 

Nor  is  this  capital  defedl  in  theirlanguage  likely  to  be  reme¬ 
died.  The  Mandarines  affed  to  Write  in  arbitrary  charaders,  fo 
as  not  to  be  underftood  by  the  common  people  ;  this  muft  ever 
prevent  the  Chinefe  language  from  being  brought  to  a  proper 
ftandard,  fo  as  to  be  underftood  by  the  world  in  general. 

Their  method  of  writing  is  in  columns,  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom,  in  the  fame  order  as  we  make  figures  of  pounds,  (hil¬ 
lings,  and  pence ;  and  they  always  begin  at  the  right-hand  margin 
and  conclude  on  the  left. 

Their  arithmetic  is  decimal,  every  thing  being  reckoned  by 
tens.  They  have  not  any  idea  of  addition  by  figures,  but  are  very 
expert  in  calling  up  any  fums,  by  the  help  of  wooden  balls, 
which  run  on  fmall  fpindles  in  a  kind  of  open  box. 

The  money  in  circulation  here  is  chiefly  Spanifh  dollars  ;  the 
only  money  coined  in  this  extenflve  empire,  is  a  bafe  kind  of  cop¬ 
per,  called  cajh. ,  eighty  of  which  are  about  the  value  of  eight- 
pence  fterling. 

Their  religion  is  rank  Paganifm,  every  family  having  its  houfe- 
liold  god,  which  is  an  image,  generally  fixed  in  fome  confpicuous 
place,  and  decorated  with  a  number  of  fantaftical  ornaments  ;  a 
light  is  kept  conftantlv  burning  near  this  image  in  the  night- 
time,  All  the  boats  on  the  river  have  got  a  place  in  the  ftern 
appropriated  for  <c  Jos,”  as  they  call  their  image  or  god,  and  al¬ 
ways  take  care  to  have  the  manflon  of  his  worfhip  illuminated  in 

the 
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tfye  night  feafon ;  yet  many,  even  amongft  the  common  people,  1788. 
have  fufficient  difcernment  to  perceive  the  fallacy  of  fuch  an  ab-  ^cb^ar) 
furd  worfhip,  and  readily  acknowledge  a  Supreme  Being,  unfeen, 
invifible,  and  who  exifts  to  all  eternity. 

Polygamy  is  allowed  here  in  its  utmofl  extent,  and  the  people 
of  rank  in  general  keep  a  number  of  wives ;  yet  this  indulgence 
is  frequently  inefficient  to  gratify  their  unnatural  defires.  They 
are  particularly  careful  to  prevent  foreigners  from  having  any 
connexion  with  their  women  ;  and  whenever  any  thing  of  the 
kind  is  difcovered,  the  party  is  fure  to  fuffer  imprifonment,  or  pay 
a  heavy  fine. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  a  people  who  carry  on  an  ex~ 
tenfive  commerce  with  the  mod:  civilized  nations,  and  have  made 
fo  great  a  pregrofs  in  the  polite  arts,  fuch  as  painting,  architec¬ 
ture,  &c.  Ibould  be  totally  ignorant  of  mufic  ;  and  yet  this  is  ab- 
folutely  the  cafe.  The  band  which  accompanied  his  Excellency 
the  Hoppo,  when  he  came  to  meafure  our  vellels,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  was  compofed  of  the  bell  performers,  to  be  in  the  fuit  of 
fo  great  a  perfonage,  confided  of  two  brafs  conchs,  beat  like  the 
Englifh  tabor,  and  three  or  four  pipes,  not  very  much  unlike  a 
bag-pipe  ;  the  whole  forming  a  harmony  refembling  a  fow-gelder’s 
horn  and  the  cackling  of  geefe.  However,  joking  apart,  they 
certainly  have  not  the  moft  dilfant  .idea  of  melody,  and  in  this 
particular  are  very  greatly  excelled  by  the  Savages  on  the  North 
Weft  coaft  of  America. 

China  produces  beef,  mutton,  pork,  gpats,  geefe,  ducks,  fowls, 

&c.  in  tolerable  plenty.  The  beef  is  pretty  good,  but  very  fmall, 
weighing  not  more  than  from  fifty  to  feventy  pounds  per  quar- 
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1788.  ter.  The  hogs  are  of  a  peculiar  breed,  remarkably  fat,  and  their 
February.  bellies  frequently  fweep  the  ground.  The  poultry  are  greatly  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  Englifh. 

Every  thing  in  China  is  fold  by  weight,  which  is  diftinguifhed 
by  caddies  and  pekels,  the  caddy  weighing  near  twenty  ounces  and 
a  quarter  Englifh,  and  one  hundred  caddies  make  a  pekel.  The 
Compradors,  who,  as  I  before  obferved,  furnifh  the  different  fhips 
here,  weigh  every  thing  alive,  and  make  ufe  of  every  art  to  make 
their  hogs,  geefe,  ducks,  &c.  weigh  heavy.  They  often  cram 
them  with  ftones,  and  give  them  fait  and  water  to  make  them 
thirfty,  and  in  fhort  ufe  every  method  in  theii  power  to  defraud 
and  over-reach  their  employers.  And  I  fhall  conclude  this  imper¬ 
fect  account  of  the  Chinefe,  by  obferving,  that  a  fharping,  cheat¬ 
ing  difpofition,  with  fome  very  few  exceptions ,  is  generally  preva¬ 
lent  amongft  them. 


I  am  juft  now  furnifhed  with  a  very  particular  account  of  the 
Fur  Trade,  which  fhall  be  the  fubjeCt  of  my  next.  Meanwhile, 
believe  me  to  be  fmcerely  thine,  &c. 


Off  Macao,  V 
Feb.  1 6th.  5 


W.  B. 


LET- 
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WHILST  Captain  Dixon  was  at  Canton,  a  Gentleman,  re- 
fident  there,  very  obligingly  favoured  him  with  a  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  every  tranfadtion  in  the  Fur  Trade  fince  its 
commencement.  As  thou  art  a  commercial  man,  any  thing  re¬ 
lating  to  that  fubjedt  muft  be  peculiarly  interefting  to  thee ;  fo 
that  I  fhall  here  furnifh  thee  with  this  account  as  I  have  colledted 
it  from  our  Captain’s  minutes. 

King  George’s  Sound  being  pointed  out  by  the  late  Captain 
Cook,  as  the  moll:  eligible  fpot  where  a  valuable  cargo  of  furs 
might  be  colledted,  the  firft  vefTel  which  engaged  in  this  new  em¬ 
ploy  was  deftined  for  that  place.  She  was  a  brig  of  fixty  tons 
and  thirty  men,  commanded  by  James  Hanna.  Captain  Hanna 
left  the  Typa  in  April,  1785,  and  arrived  at  King  George’s  Sound 
the  Auguft  following.  Here,  in  about  five  weeks,  he  pre  cured 
five  hundred  and  fixty  fea-otter  fkins.  He  left  the  coaft  in  Sep- 
tember,  and  arrived  at  Macao  in  December  the  fame  year. 
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1788.  The  above  lkins  were  fold  at  Canton  the  21ft  March,  1786, 
February,  anc£  vajU€cj  as  under,  viz. 

) 

140  prime  lkins,  fold  at  60  dollars  each, 

175  2d  ditto,  .  45  ditto 

80  3d  ditto,  .  .  30  ditto 

£5  4th  ditto,  .  15  ditto 

50  5th  ditto,  .  .  .10  ditto 

500  whole  lkins, 

240  flips  and  pieces, 
ellimated  at 

60  lkins,  fold  for  .  600  ditto 

560  fea-otter  lkins. 

Total  amount  20,600  dollars. 

Encouraged  by  fo  fuccefsful  a  beginning,  the  Gentlemen  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  undertaking  difpatched  Captain  Hanna  a  fecond 
time.  He  failed  from  Macao  in  May,  1786,  in  the  Sea-Otter 
fnow,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  and  thirty  men.  Having 
before  fucceeded  fo  well  in  King  George’s  Sound,  his  orders  were 
to  proceed  to  the  fame  place,  purfuing  his  former  track.  He  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  Sound  in  Augull,  but  the  complexion  of  things  was 
now  greatly  altered  :  Cumakeela ,  an  Indian  Chief,  whom  he  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  during  his  former  vifit  to  this  place,  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  two  lliips  had  lately  been  there  who  had  bought 
all  the  furs,  and  John  M‘Key,  whom  he  found  here  as  has  already 
been  related,  confirmed  this  circumftance.  Wifhing  however  to 
refrefh  his  people,  many  of  whom  were  ill  of  the  fcurvy,  he  lay* 
in  the  Sound  about  a  fortnight,  during  which  time  he  purchafed 
%  about 
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about  fifty  good  fea-otter  fkins,  which  were  brought  him  by  the  1788. 
natives  from  diftant  parts.  Captain  Hanna  afterwards  traced  the 
coaft  to  near  53  degrees  North  latitude.  He  anchored  in  St.- 
Patrick’s  Bay,  in  the  latitude  50  degrees  42  minutes  North,  and 
met  with  fome  inhabitants  there,  but  got  few  furs  of  any  con- 
fequence.  He  left  the  coaft  on  the  ift  of  October,  and  arrived 
at  Macao  the  8th  of  February,  1787. 


The  furs  Captain  Hanna  procured  this  voyage  were  fold  at: 
Canton  the  L2th  of  March,  1787,  and  confided  only  of 

100  fea-otter  fkins,  fold  at  50  dollars  each,  and 
300  different  fized  flips  and 
pieces  of  fea-otter,  fome 
of  them  indifferent,  at  10  ditto  ditto. 

Total  amount  8,000  dollars. 

The  fnow  Captain  Cook,  Captain  Lorie,  of  300  tons,  andt 
the  fnow  Experiment,  Captain  Guife,  of  100  tons,  were  fitted 
out  at  Bombay,  and  left  that  place  the  beginning  of  1786.  They, 
arrived  at  King  George’s  Sound  in  June,  at  which  place  they  pro-  - 
cured  near  600  fea-otter  fkins.  On  leaving  this  place  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  along  the  coaft,  and  difcovered  an  extenfive  found  in  about 
51  deg.  North  latitude,  which  they  called  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound  ^ 
from  thence  they  proceeded  in  a  direct  courfe  to  Prince  William’s. 
Sound. 
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1788.  What  time  they  left  the  Coaft  I  cannot  fay ;  but  the  cargoes  of 
Fcbnun^  yelfels  were  fold  at  Canton  the  4th  of  April.,  1787,  and  con¬ 

fided  of  the  following  furs,  viz. 

55 

*34 
142 

63 

46  *  r 

33 

J3* 


604  fea-otter  lkins 

Sold  on  an  average  at  forty  dollars  each.  Total  amount,  24,000 
dollars  5  the  remaing  four  lkins  being  included  in  the  bargain. 

From  this  account  (as  it  correfponds  with  that  given  by  Mr. 
McKey)  it  fhould  feem  that  thefe  velfels  procured  the  whole  of 
their  furs  in  King  George’s  Sound,  and  that  no  other  part  of  the 
coaft  afforded  them  a  fingle  fkin. 

The  fnow  Nootka,  Captain  John  Meares,  was  fitted  out  at  Ben¬ 
gal  by  a  let  of  Gentlemen,  who  ftiled  themfelves  the  Bengal  Fur 
Society ,  and  failed  from  thence  in  March,  1786.  I  have  already 
given  thee  an  account  of  this  veffel’s  dedination,  and  her  arrival  at 
Macao.  The  cargo  of  the  Nootka  was  fold  at  Canton  the  4th  of 
lafl  month,  and  confided  of  the  following  furs,  viz. 


Prime  fea-otter  lkins 
ad  ditto  ditto 

3d 

4th  .... 
In  halves  .  . 

Smaller  pieces 
Pieces  of  yellow  and  inferior 


50  prime 
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Dollars. 

Dollars. 

1788. 

50  prime  fea-otter  fkins  fold  for 

70 

each. 

F  ebruary. 

52  2d  ditto 

5° 

do. 

58  3d  ditto 

35 

do. 

3 1  4th  ditto  large,  half  worn 

20 

do. 

50  5th  ditto,  worn  fkins 

do. 

26  old  and  very  bad 

5 

do. 

267 

9>°3° 

12  large  pieces  and  flips  fea-otter 

10 

do. 

17  fmaller  .  ditto 

5 

do. 

205 

37  fea-otter  tails  7  : 

2 

d<5.  • 

3 1  inferior  ditto 

39 

do. 

IJ3 

48  land  otter,  bad  and  good 

6 

do. 

, 

288 

14  very  bad  beaver  fkins 

3 

do. 

• 

27  martens  .  .  5 

H 

$ 

56 

9,692 

Befides  the  above,  Captain  Meares 

fold  50  prime  fea-otter  fkins  at 

Canton,  at 

9i 

each 

4>55° 

So  that  the  total  amount  will  be  14,242 
and  may  be  called  357  fea-otter  fkins  befide  the  refufe. 


Every 
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1788.  Every  particular  refpefting  the  detonation  of  the  Imperial  Eagle, 
February,  Capta;n  Berkley,  has  already  been  mentioned ;  fo  that  it  will  be 
needlefs  for  me  to  repeat  them  here  :  her  cargo  confifted  of  800 
fea-otter  ikins,  chiefly  of  a  fuperior  quality;  they  were  not  fold 
when  our  Captain  left  Canton,  but  the  price  fixed  on  them  was 
30,000  dollars. 

The  Spaniards  within  thefe  two  years  hdve  imported  the  fea-otter 
to  China  :  they  colleCt  their  fkins  near  their  fettlements  of  Mon- 
trery  and  San  Francifco,  and  they  are  all  of  a  very  inferior  quality. 
The  Padres  are  the  principal  conductors  of  this  traffic. 

In  1787  they  imported  about  200  fkins,  and  the  beginning  of 
this  year  near  1,500.  Thefe  furs  were  not  fold  when  we  left  Can¬ 
ton  ;  they  are  fent  from  the  fettlements  before-mentioned  to  Aca¬ 
pulco,  and  from  thence  by  the  annual  galleon  to  Manilla ;  but 
they  have  not  as  yet  attempted  to  fit  out  veffels  from  any  of  their 
fettlements  to  the  Northward. 

The  L’Aftrolabe  and  Bouffale,  two  French  fhips,  commanded 
by  M.  Peyroufe,  and  De  Langle,  failed  from  France  in  1785; 
they  are  faid  to  have  traced  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America  from 
the  Spanifh.  fettlement  of  Montrery,  to  60  deg.  North  latitude; 
but  this  feems  rather  improbable,  for  though  thefe  veffels  were 
profeffedly  fitted  out  on  difcovery,  yet  the  Commanders  did  not 
forget  that  furs  were  a  valuable  article,  and  accordingly,  whilft  on 
the  American  coaft,  they  procured  about  600  fea-otter  fkins,  chiefly 
in  pieces,  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  and  evidently  the  fame  as 
thofe  imported  by  the  Spaniards  ;  whereas  had  thefe  gentlemen 
been  well  in  with  the  coaft  to  the  Northward,  they  undoubtedly 

mud 
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muft  have  met  with  fea-otter  fkins,  of  a  quality  far  fuperior  to  1788. 
what  they  procured.  February. 

Thefe  drips  arrived  at  Macao  in  January,  1787,  and  their  furs 
were  fold  at  Canton  by  the  Swedifh  Supercargoes,  for  10,000  dol¬ 
lars. 

»  '  ■”  f  r‘  '  4  ‘  *  t  7  <  *  v 

I  have  already  furnifhed  thee  with  molt  of  the  particulars  re- 
fpedting  the  fale  of  our  furs,  and  mentioned  the  places  where  we 
colle£ted  them  ;  it  only  remains  for  me  to  obferve,  that  the  total 
amount  was  54,857  dollars. 

e.  ■+ 

By  comparing  the  fale  of  our  furs  with  thofe  already  mentioned, 
thou  mayefl  at  once  perceive  how  very  fluctuating  this  article  is  in 
the  China  market :  out  of  2,552  lea-otter  Ikins,  which  we  brought 
to  Canton,  at  lead  2,000  of  them  ought  to  have  fetched  fifty  dollars 
each,  and  the  remainder  a  price  in  proportion. 

What  furs  the  Ruffians  procure  on  the  American  coaft,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  afcertain,  as  they  never  bring  them  to  the  Canton  mar¬ 
ket.  We  are  pretty  certain,  that  their  traffic  extends  very  little  to 
the  E aft ward  of  Cook’s  River,  and  that  place  certainly  does  not 
produce  fo  many  fea-otter  as  King  George’s  Sound  j  fo  that  I 
fhould  imagine  they  do  not  colleCl  500  fkins  annually. 

From  this  fhort  fketchof  the  fur-trade,  thou  mayeft  eafily  per¬ 
ceive,  that  very  great  advantages  would  be  derived  from  it,  if  placed 
on  a  permanent  footing,  to  effect  which,  I  fhould  conceive  the  moil 
eligible  plan  would  be,  to  eftablifh  a  faClory  on  the  coaft,  and  the 
North  end  of  Queen  Charlotte’s  Illands  feems  peculiarly  well 
adapted  for  that  purpofe  5  the  fituation  is  nearly  central,  between 
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Cook’s  River  and  King  George’s  Sound  3  and  we  are  well  allured 
that  the  furs  to  the  Southward  are  of  a  very  inferior  quality.  Two 
fmall  veflels  would  not  only  colle<5l  all  the  lkins  in  what  harbours 
are  hitherto  known,  but  likewife  explore  fuch  parts  of  the  coaft  as 
are  yet  undifcovered 3  befides,  there  are  other  valuable  articles  to 
be  procured  here,  fuch  as  ginfeng,  copper,  oil,  fpars,  &c.  and  valt 
quantities  of  falmon  might  be  cured,  which  could  not  fail  being  a, 
valuable  commodity.  Thefe,  however,  are  fuggeftions  which  I 
fubmit  to  thy  fuperior  judgment,  though  I  am  perfedlly  convinced 
that  a  trade  might  be  eftahlilhed  on  this  coaft,  that  would  equal, 
the  moll  fanguine  expectations  of  thofe  who  undertook  it. 


Adieu.  Thine, 


Off  Macao, 
Feb.  ioth., 


I 


LETTER  XLVII 


AT  one  o  clock  on  the  9th  of  February,  we  weighed,  and 
flood  down  Macao  Roads  to  the  Southward,  with  light 
baffling  winds.  At  live  o’clock  we  difcharged  our  pilot.  At  fun- 
let  the  Typa  bore  North  65  deg.  Well,  about  three  leagues  dis¬ 
tant  ;  the  Grand  Ladrone  South  35  deg.  Ea-ft  3  the  Peak  of  Lintin 
T^oith  55  deg.  Ealk  At  half  pall  feven,  the  tide  being  done,  we 
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■came  to  with  the  fmall  bower,  in  fix  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy 
bottom. 
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I  fhall  juft  obferve,  that  Macao  is  fubjedt  to  the  Portuguefe,  but 
being  fupplied  with  all  the  neceftaries  of  life  by  the  Chinefe,  they 
dare  do  nothing  in  oppofition  to  the  Viceroy  of  Canton  ;  fo  that 
though  they  are  not  immediately  under  the  Chinefe  Government, 
yet  they  are  obliged  to  connive  at,  and  fubmit  to  all  their  impofi- 
tions,  however  arbitrary  they  may  be. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morn  ill  g  of  the  10th,  we  weighed  and 
made  fail,  with  a  moderate  North  Wefterly  breeze,  and  clear  wea¬ 
ther,  fleering  South  a  little  Eafterly.  At  ten  o’clock,  the  Peak  of 
the  Grand  Ladrone  bore  North  40  deg.  Eaft,  feven  leagues  diftant  * 
our  latitude  at  noon  was  21  deg.  35  min.  North  j  and  the  longi¬ 
tude  246  deg.  4  min.  Weft. 

From  the  icth  to  the  1 3th,  we  had  generally  a  moderate  Eafterly 
breeze,  and  fine  weather.  In  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  faw  a 
ftrange  fail  to  the  North  Weft.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  18  deg. 

1  min.  North.  In  the  afternoon,  the  fail  feen  by  us  in  the  morning 
pafled  clofe  by  the  King  George,  and  we  learnt  from  Captain 
Portlock  that  it  was  the  Imperial  Eagle,  Captain  Berkley,  and 
and  that  he  was  bound  to  the  Mauritius. 

From  the  17th  to  the  20th,  we  had  a  fteady  trade  breeze,  with 
fine  clear  weather.  At  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  we  faw 
the  Ifland  Pulo  Sapata  bearing  South  Weft,  about  four  leagues 
’diftant.  This  Ifland,  at  a  diftance,  has  very  much  the  refem- 
i>lanee  of  a  Chinefe  flioe. 

S  s  q.  At 
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At  nodn  the  Ifland  bore  South  67  deg.  Well,  three  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  and  a  frnall  rock  to  the  Well  ward,  South  85  deg.  Well. 
Our  latitude  was  10  deg.  4  min.  North;  and  the  longitude  250 
deg.  36  min.  Weft.  From  the  16th,  in* latitude  15  deg.  33  min. 
we  had  fleered  nearly  South  Weft.  ,. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  being  in  latitude  8  deg.  44  min.  North,  we  found 
a  ftrong  current  fetting  to  the  South  Weft.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  23d,  being  in  5  deg.  3  1  min.. North  latitude,  and  254  deg. 
56  min.  longitude,  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  South  South  Eaft. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  we  faw  a  range  of  iflands, 
called  tia&Anambas  in  the  charts,  extending  from  Eaft  North  Eaft  to 
South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  diftant  four  leagues ;  and  foon  afterwards,  a 
frnall  rocky,  ifland,  . called  Pulo  Domar,  bearing  South.  At  noon, 
the  rocky  ifland  bore  North  37  deg.  Eaft,  diftant  four  or  five 
leagues.  Our  latitude  was  2  deg.  36  min.  North  ;  and  the  longi¬ 
tude  25 5  deg.  3  min.  Weft  ;  the  weather  extremely  hot  and  fultry. 
We  found  a  current  ftill  fetting  ftrongly  to  the  South  Weft. 

At  eleven  in. the  forenoon  of  the  26th,  the  land  bore  South  40 
deg.  Weft,  about,  feven  leagues  diftant;  the  latitude  at  noon  1 
deg.  1 1  min.  North.  At  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Ifland 
Panfang  bore  North  Weft  by  Weft  five,  leagues  diftant.  During 
the  night  we  had  very  heavy  lightning  all  round  the  compafs. 

In  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we,  faw  the  Ifland  Dominis ,  bear¬ 
ing  South  Weft..  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  8  min.  South ;  we 
had  light  .winds  and  fine  weather.  At  fix  o’clock,  we  faw  Pula- 
Paya ,  which  bore  South  49  degrees  Weft,  the.  Peak  of  Linging 
North.  64  degrees  Weft.  Our  founding  was  fourteen  fathom. 

v  Atr 
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At.feven  o’clock  we  fhortened  fail,  and  at  ten  brought  to  under  1788. 
our  topfails.  We  had  foundings  from  eight  to  fixteen  fathom,  ^b^r>. 
over  a  fandy  bottom. 

During  the  night  we  wore  occafionaliy ;  and  at  five  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  made  fail,  Handing  to  the  Southward,  with 
a  moderate  Eafterly  breeze.  At  eight  o’clock.  Pula  Taya  bore 
North  50  degrees  Weft. 

At  eleven  o’clock,  Mr.  William  Lauder,  our  Surgeon,  departed 
this  life  ;  he  was  taken  ill  fome  time  before  we  left  Wampo.  For 
a  confiderable  time  we  had  great  hopes  of  his  recovery,  being 
young,  and  of  a  found  conftitution,  unhurt  by  debauchery  or 
excefs.  Indeed  he  himfelf  entertained  the  fame  hopes  till  very 
near  the  laft  ;  but  his  diforder  baffled  the  power  of  medicine,  and 
he  refigned  himfelf  to  the  Divine  will,  with  the  greateft  compofure, 
being  perfectly  fenfible  to  the  laft  moment, . 

At  noon  we  faw  a  range  of  iftands,  which  extended  from  South 
by  Eaft  to  Eaft  North  Eaft,  the  neareft  about  three  miles  diftant ; 

Pula  Taya  bore  North  30  degrees  Weft,  diftant  feven  leagues  : 
our  latitude  was  1  deg.  13  min.  South.  At  four  in  the  afternoon 
the  body  of  Monopin-hill ,  on  the  Banca  fhore,  bore  South  50  deg. 

Eaft.  At  fix  o’clock  we  had  foundings  from  eleven  to  fixteen  fa* 
thorn,  over  a  muddy  bottom,  and  foon  afterwards  we  faw.  a 
ftrange  fail  to  the  North  Weft. 

At  feven  o’clock  we  fhortened  fail  and  hauled  by  the  wind, 
wearing  occaiionally  during  the  night :  we  had  foundings  from 

fixteen  to  twenty-three  fathom  water.  At  five  in  the  morning  of 

the  :• 
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the  29th,  we  made  fail. 
■  diftant  fix  leagues. 


At  eight  o’clock  Monopin-hill  bore  Rail. 


This  afternoon  we  committed  the  body  of  Mr.  Lauder  to  the 
-deep.  He  was  the  firft  perfon  we  had  loft  during  the  voyage. 

At  noon  Monopin-hill  bote  North  10  degrees  Well,  about 
five  leagues  diftant :  our  latitude  was  2  degrees  14  minutes  South. 
At  one  o’clock  we  faw  feveral  rocks  bearing  Eaft  South  Eaft,  four 
miles  diftant,  on  which  we  fhortened  fail,  and  hauled  our  wind 
to  the  Eaft  ward*  the  ftrange  fail  in  fight  to  the  North  North 
Weft.  We  had  foundings  from  eight  to  fourteen  fathom  water, 
-over  a  muddy  bottom.  At  three  o’clock  we  faw  the  Sumatra 
ihore,  bearing ‘South  40  degrees  Eaft*  the  weather  was  moderate 
and  hazy,  -with  frequent  fhowers  of  rain.  At  feven  o’clock  we 
let  go  an  anchor  in  eleven  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 
During  The  night  we  had  very  fierce  lightning  all  round  the 
compafs.  We  here  found  the  tide  fetting  Eaft  South  Eaft,  at 
the ;rate  of  three  knots  per  hour. 


At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  March,  we  weighed  and 
made  fail.  During  the  forenoon  we  had  fqually  weather,  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  heavy  rain.  At  noon  the  ftrange  fail 
bore  North  by  Weft,  about  fix  miles  diftant,  fome  high  land  on 
the  Banca  fhore  Eaft  North  Eaft,  and  part  of  the  Sumatra  fhore 
South  by  Weft,  about  three  miles  diftant :  we  had  foundings  in 
twelve  fathom  water.  The  afternoon  was  very  fqually,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  violent  ftorm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  heavy  rain. 

At  three  o’clock  we  fhortened  fail,  and  pafied  by  a  Dutch  man 
<of  war  lying  at  anchor.  At  five  o’clock,  the  ftrange  fail  which 
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we  had  feen  for  feveral  days  pad:,  joined  us,  and  proved  to  be  the 
Lanfdowne  Indiaman,  Captain  Storey.  At  half  pad:  fix  o’clock 
vve  anchored  in  nine  fathom  and  a  half  water,  over  a  muddy  bot¬ 
tom,  the  Sumatra  diore  bearing  South  South  Weft,  four  miles 
didant.  During  the  night  we  had  conftant  fierce  lightning,  the 
weather  exceeding  clofe  and  fultry. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  we  weighed  and  made  fail  in 
company  with  the  Lanfdowne.  The  foundings  here  vary  from  ■*. 
eight  or  ten  fathom,  to  lefs  than  three  fathom  water,  the  bottom 
fand  and  mud.  The  wind  being  light  and  variable,  we  hauled  to  > 
the  Northward,  and  flood  well  over  to  the  Sumatra  fhore,  by 
which  means  we  got  clear  of  the  fhoai  water.  At  fix  o’clock  the 
Lanfdowne  made  a  fignal  of  diftrefs,  on  which  we  let  go  an  an¬ 
chor  in  fix  fathom  and  a  half  water,  and  Folded  out  our  whale¬ 
boat  in  order  to  go  to  the  affiftanee  of  Captain  Storey ;  but  our 
boat  was  fcarcely  in  the  water  before  fhe  filled.  On  this  we 
hoifted  her  in  again,  and  the  carpenters  gave  her  a  temporary  re¬ 
pair.  At  feven  o  clock  Captain  Dixon  went  in  the  boat  to  aftift: 
the  Lanfdowne. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  Captain  Dixon  returned  on 
board.  The  Lanfdowne,  it  feems,  had  grounded  on  the  fmall 
fhoals  off  Lufepara,  but  was  foon  hove  off  without  any  damage,  . 

At  five  o  clock  we  hove  fhort,  in  order  to  be  ready  whenever 
Captain  Portlock  fhould  make  the  fignal  for  weighing ;  but  during 
the  forenoon  we  had  only  light  airs  and  intervening  calms. 
Our  latitude  at  noon  was  3  degrees  9  minutes  South,  the  frji 
point  North  20  deg.  Weft,  diftant  three  leagues.  Soon  after  twelve 
o  clock  we  weighed  and  made  fail ;  the  foundings  were  from  four 
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and  a  half  to  fix  fathom.  At  four  o’clock  the  Ifland  Lufepara 
bore  North  #8  deg.  Eaft,  diftant  fix  miles,  and  the  extremes  of 
the  land  to  the  Southward,  South  65  deg.  Weil.  At  eight  o’clock 
Dufeparabore  North  14  deg.  Weft.  We  had  foundings  in  four 
ifathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 

Being  clear  of  the  Straights  of  Banca,  we  flood  on  during  the 
-Slight,  the  weather  cloudy,  with  conflant  lightning. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  4th,  we  had  foundings  from  fix 
to  nine  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom.  From  this  to  the 
6th  we  had  little  variety-  the  weather  was  extremely  clofe  and 
fultry,  the  thermometer  frequently  92  deg.  Light  baffling  winds, 
with  intervening  calms,  frequently  obliged  us  to  let  go  an  an¬ 
chor.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the  6th,  was  4  degrees  17  minutes 
South. 

■  -  .1  ,  t 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  we  faw  the  Sifters, 
bearing  South  Weft  by  Weft,  four  leagues  diftant;  foundings 
eleven  fathom  over  a  muddy  bottom.  At  noon  on  the  8th,  the 
Sifters  bore  South  40  deg.  Weft,  fix  miles  diftant,  and  the  high 
dand  on  the  Sumatra  fhore.  South  41  deg.  Weft;  the  latitude  4 
deg.  55  min.  South.  Soundings  from  eleven  to  thirteen  fathom 
water,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 

At  fix  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  with  the  finall  bower  in 
len  fathom  watei,  over  a  muddy  bottom,  the  Sifters  bearing 
Louth  17  degiees  Wdft.  During  the  night  we  had  fome  heavy 
iqualis  of  wind  at  South  South  Weft,  with  much  thunder  and 
lightning,  and  a  very  heavy  fea.  At  four  in  the  morning  of  the 
47th,  we  found  the  veffel  dragged  her  anchor,  on  which  we  hove  it 
up  and  made  fail.  At  eight  o’clock  the  weather  moderated,  and 
1  by 
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by  ten  we  had  nearly  a  calm,  on  which  we  let  go  the  bed:  bower 
in  eleven  fathom  water;  the  Sifters  bore  South  25  degrees  Weft, 
latitude  4  degrees  57  minutes  South. 

From  this  to  the  12th  we  had  little  variety,  light  baffling  winds, 
witE  intervening  calms,  obliging  us  frequently  to  let  go  an  anchor, 
fo  that  we  made  very  little  progrefs. 

On  the  1 2th  at  noon  our  latitude  was  5  degrees  22  minutes 
•South.  The  extremes  of  the  land  in  fight  bore  from  South  20 
deg.  Eaft,  to  North  20  deg.  Weft,  diftant  from  the  Sumatra  fhore 
about  three  miles.  This  forenoon  we  had  the  pleafuie  to  pafs  the 
Sifters,  which  are  two  very  fmall  iflands,  and  had  been  in  fight 
ever  fince  the  7  th.  At  two  o’clock  we  let  go  the  beft  bower  in 
eleven  fathom  water. 

During  the  afternoon,  and  greateft  part  of  the  night,  we  had 
fqually  weather,  with  conftant  rain. 

/  „ 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  we  weighed  and  made  fail. 
The  wind  growing  light,  and  inclining  to  calm,  at  ten  o  clock 
the  whale-boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  fent  to  tow  the  veflel  a-head  ; 
North  Iftand,  where  we  intended  to  anchor,  in  order  to  fill  up 
our  water,  being  right  a-head,  about  eight  miles  diftant. 

At  eleven  o’clock,  having  no  wind,  and  the  tide  againft  us,  we 
let  go  an  anchor  nearly  oppofite  North  Iftand ;  our  latitude  at 
noon  being  5  degrees  3  5  minutes. 

A  breeze  fpringing  up  about  one  o’clock,  we  weigned  and  flood 
farther  on.  By  three  o’clock,  being  pretty  well  into  the  Roads, 

T  t  we 
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we  came  to  with  the  belt  bower,  in  nine  fathom  water,  over  a 
muddy  bottom,  mooring  the  fhip  with  the  large  kedge  and  ftream 
cable.  North  Ifland  bore  North  Eaft  by  North,  three  miles  * 
diftant. 


9 


In  the  Roads  lay  three  Dutch  vefiels  belonging  to  Batavia. 


At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  long-boat  was 
hoifted  out  and  fent  on  fhore  for  water.  Our  people  found  ex¬ 
cellent  water  on  the  Sumatra  fhore,  about  five  hundred  yards 
from  the  beach  j  fo  that  by  noon  on  the  15th,  our  water-cafks 
were  all  filled.  We  wanted  a  fmall  fupply.  of  wood  for  firing,  but 
as  there  were  numbers  of  inhabitants  on  the  Sumatra  coaft,  we 
apprehended  that  cutting  wood  there  might  be  attended  with 
difficulty  5  fo,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  parties  were  fent  from 
both  veffels  to  cut  wood  on  North  Ifland,  there  being  no  inha¬ 
bitants  or  other  obftru<5tion  to  cutting  any  quantity  we  wanted. 
At  fix  o’clock  the  people  returned  on  board,  having  procured  a 
fufficient  quanity  of  fuel. 

North  Ifland  is  very  fmall,  being  perhaps  not  more  than  two 
miles  in  circumference.  It  is  totally  covered  with  trees  of  various 
forts,  many  of  which  I  believe  are  found  in  our  Weft  India 
lflands.  Thefe  being  eternally  clothed  with  a  fine  green  verdure^ 
afford  an  excellent  afylum  for  the  feathered  tribe,  of  which  there 
is  great  variety.  I  believe  there  is  no  water  on  the  ifland,  fo  that 
wood  is  the  only  article  which  the  place  affords  for  fhips  which, 
lay  at  anchor  in  the  adjacent  Road. 


The  people  who  inhabit  Sumatra  are  Malays ,  and  many  of 
them  inhabit  this  part  of  the  ifland  in  order  to  reap  what  advan¬ 
tage 
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tage  they  can  from  wrecks,  or  veftels  in  diftrefs,  as  well  as  to  trade 
with  the  fhips  which  ©ccafionally  anchor  here. 


1788. 

March. 


I  have  before  obferved,  that  the  Sandwich  Iflanders  are  in  all 
probability  defcended  from  thefe  people,  and  there  is,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  an  evident  limilarity  between  them  in  refpefl  to  perfon  and 
feature.  The  Malayans,  ’tis  true,  are  of  a  deeper  hue,  but  this 
may  poflibly  be  owing  to  the  extreme  heat  of  the  climate. 


We  purchafed  fome  turtle  from  one  of  the  Malay  boats,  for 
the  fhip’s  ufe.  They  deal  likewife  in  Geneva,  arrack,  fowls, 
pumpkins,  plantains,  &c.  twelve  forry  fowls  they  fell  for  a  dol¬ 
lar,  and  -their  other  articles  in  proportion.  The  Dutch  are  fre¬ 
quently  concerned  with  thefe  boats,  and  a  Dutchman  was  prin¬ 
cipally  concerned  in  that  we  traded  with. 

Having  compleatcd  our  wood  and  water,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  16th  we  unmoored,  and  at  feven  weighed  and 
made  fail,  {landing  for  the  Straights  of  Sunda,  with  a  frefh  breeze 
-at  Weft  North  Weft,  and  cloudy  weather.  Towards  noon  we 
had  frequent  fqualls,  with  heavy  rain  ;  and  the  wind  growing 
light  and  variable,  about  one  o’clock  we  let  go  an  anchor  in 
twenty  fathom  water,  the  fhips  in  North  Ifland  Roads  bearing 
North,  about  fix  miles  diftant,  and  Mid-channel  Ifland  South  7 
degrees  Eaft.  The  weather,  during  the  afternoon,  was  moderate 
-and  cloudy,  but  in  the  night  we  had  frequent  fqualls  and  heavy 
rain,  attended  with  thunder  and  lightning. 

At  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  we  weighed  and 
made  fail,  having  a  moderate  Wefterly  breeze.  At  noon  the  Peak 
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of  Craeatoa  bore  Weft  South  Weft,  about  nine  miles  diftant  j 
our  latitude  was  5  degrees  59  minutes  South; 


Towards  evening,  the  wind  veering  to  the  Southward,  at  fix 
o’clock  we  came  to,  in  thirty-two  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy- 
bottom,  the  center  of  Mid-channel  Ifland  bearing  North  58  deg. 
Eaft,  the  Peak  of  Craeatoa  Weft  one-half  South,  and  Prince’s1 
Ifland  South  42  degrees  Weft. 


From  the  17th  to  the  21ft,  we  plied  in  the  Straights  without 
making  fcarcely  any  progrefs.  During  the  forenoons  we  had 
calms,  and  fometimes  light  winds  at  South  Weft.  About  noon 
a  tolerable  breeze  generally  fprung  up  at  North  Weft,  which,  to¬ 
wards  evening,  conftantly  fhifted  to  the  Southward.  The  nights 
were  generally  fqually,  with  heavy  rain  and  conftant  thunder  and* 
lightning,  a  ftrong  current  generally  fetting  to  the  North  Eaft. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  after  ftanding  fome* 
hours  to  the  North  Weft,  we  came  to  in  thirty-two  fathom  wa¬ 
ter,  over  a  bottom  of  foft  mud.  The  extremes  of  Craeatoa  bore- 
from  South  65  deg.  Weft  to  North  65  degrees  Weft,  fix  miles- 
diftant.  The  weather  being  fqually,  we  fent  down  the  top-gallant 
yards.. 


During  the  whole  of  the  21ft,  we  had  light  unfavourable 
winds.  I11  the  forenoon  the  people  were  employed  in  fetting  up 
the  foretop-maft  rigging.  A  Dutch  fnow  had  anchored  within  a 
mile  of  us  in  the  evening  of  the  20th,  and  Captain  Dixon  being . 
defirous  to  procure  fome  rice  from  her,  and  a  few  necefiaries  we 
flood  in  need  of  to  repair  the  rigging,  the  whale-boat  was  hoifted 
out  this  afternoon,  and  Mr.  Carew,  our  Firft  Mate,  fent  on  board 
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the  fnow  to  enquire  whether  the  Dutchman  could  fupply  us  With  ^788. 
any  of  thefe  particulars,  but  Mynheer  was  equally  bate  with  our-  i,  - , ~  .j 
felves. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2  2d  we  weighed,  and 
made  fail,  but  the  wind  growing  light  and  variable,  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  againft  us,  we  came  to  a  little  before  noon,  with  the  fmali 
bower,  in  twentv-fix  fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom:  .the 
Peak  of  Cracatoa  bearing  Weft  by  South,  about  five  miles  diftant. 

The  weather  being  fine  and  calm,  Captain  Dixon  embraced  this 
opportunity  of  filling  up  our  water  ;  and  at  one  o  clock  the  whale¬ 
boat  and  jolly-boat  were  hoifted  out,  and  our  Captain  took  ten 
bands  on  fhore  for  that  purpofe.  The  boats  returned  at  fix  o’clock, 
bringing  three  puncheons  of  water,  being  all  the  empty  calks  we 
had.  Our  people  had  purchafed  a  good  quantity  of  cocoa-nuts 
and  pumpkins:  they  got  forty  cocoa-nuts  foi  a  dollai,  and. fifteen1* 
pumpkins  for  the  fame  money. 

Though  the  Ifland  of  Cracatoa  is  undoubtedly  the  moft  healthy 
of  any  one  near  the  fame  fituation,  yet  I  do  not  find  that  there 
are  many  inhabitants  here,  and  thefe  feem  to  be  Malays.  The 
principal  reafon  that  moft  people  do  not  fix  their  refidence  her& 
probably  is,  that  few  fliips  flop  at  this  ifland  for  refrefliment,  but 
generally  proceed  to  Prince’s  Ifland,  which  produces  everything 
peculiar  to  this  place,  in  equal  abundance,  andthe  watering  place: 
is  much  more  convenient. 

The  produce  of  this  place  is  much  the  fame  as  Sumatra  ;  fowls, 
cocoa-nuts,  pumpkins,  &c.  A  number  of  turtles  were  purchafed. 

for  the  fhip’s  ufe. . 
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During  the  whole  of  the  23d  we  had  foutherly  winds,  which 
prevented  our  weighing  anchor.  We  were  favoured  with  Captain 
Poitlock’s  company  on  board  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  day. 


'At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  anfwered  the 
King  George’s  fignal  for  weighing  anchor,  and  by  five  we  weighed 
and  made  fail,  {landing  to  the  Southward,  with  a  frefh  breeze  at 
South  Weil.  Hitherto  we  had  attempted  to  get  clear  of  the  Straights, 
by  the  pafiage  between  Prince’s  Ifland  and  Cracatoa ;  but  this  was 
now  given  up,  and  it  was  determined  to  try  for  the  paifage  between 
Prince’s  Ida nd  and  Java  Head. 

At  noon  the  Peak  of  Cracatoa  bore  North  18  deg.  Wed:,  the 
<  extremes  of  Prince’s  Idand  from  South  50  deg.  Weil  to  Weft 
South  Weft  j  a  high  point  on  the  Java  fhore  bearing  So^th,  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  neared:  land  about  five  leagues :  the  latitude  was 
6  deg.  21  min.  South.  During  the  afternoon  we  made  occafional 
boards,  between  Prince’s  Idand  and  Java,  a  heavy  fwell  fetting  in 
from  the  Weftward ;  we  had  foundings  from  forty-three  to  thirty- 
fix  fathom,  over  a  muddy  bottom.  At  nine  in  the  evening  we  let 
go  an  anchor  in  forty- two  fathom  water,  the  high  land  on  Prince’s 
Idand  bearing  South  76  deg.  Weft. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  we  weighed  and 
made  fail,  with  a  frefh  Wefterly  breeze  and  cloudy  weather.  At 
noon,  the  extremes  of  Prince’s  Idand  bore  from  Weft  North  Weft 
to  South  65  deg.  Wefts  a  bluff*  point  on  Java  bearing  South  Weft 
by  South,  about  four  leagues  aidant  •  the  latitude  6  deg.  33  min. 
In  the  afternoon  the  wind  hauled  to  the  Southward,  fo  that  (find¬ 
ing  we  loft  ground)  at  fix  o’clock  we  let  go  an  anchor  in  forty 
fathom  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 
z 
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At  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  we  weighed,  being  favoured 
with  a  ftrong  Wefterly  breeze,  which  gave  us  great  hopes  of  clear- 
ing  the  land. 

During  the  forenoon  we  were  employed  in  working  through  the 
pafTage  between  Prince’s  Ifland  and  Java  Head.  At  noon,  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  Prince’s  Ifland  bore  from  South  65  deg.  Well  to  Noith  5 
Java  Head  South  Weft  by  South,  diflance  off  four  miles.  Our 
latitude  was  6  deg.  36  min.  South. 

About  two  o’clock,  being  right  in  the  pafTage  between  Java  Head 
and  the  Coblers ,  (a  parcel  of  rocks  off  Prince’s  Ifland)  the  breeze 
failed  us,  and  the  current  fet  us  right  upon  the  Java  fhore.  Our 
fituation  for  fome  time  was  very  dangerous,  as  it  was  impoffible 
for  us  to  wear  j  and  what  was  ftill  worfe,  there  is  no  giound  111 
lefs  than  fifty  fathom  water  clofe  in  fhore,  and  that  is  fharp  rocks, 
fo  that  little  fervice  could  be  expe£led  from  our  anchor  :  howevei , 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  to  our  great  joy,  the  breeze  frefhened, 
and  by  four  in  the  afternoon  we  were  entirely  out  of  danger,  the 
rocks  off  Java  Head  bearing  North  85  deg.  Eaft,  and  the  peak  of 
Prince’s  Ifland  North  5  deg.  Eaft,  five  miles  diftant  from  the  Java 
fhore.  At  fix  o’clock,  Java  Head  bore  North  Eaft  by  North,  dif¬ 
tant  fix  leagues. 

Being  now  clear  of  the  land,  our  anchors  were  got  on  the  gun¬ 
wales,  and  fecured. 

During  the  night  we  had  fqually  weather,  with  rain,  and  in 
the  morning  of  the  27th,  a  frefh  North  Wefterly  breeze  and  i 
cloudy  weather ;  our  latitude  at  noon  was  7  deg.  49  mm.  South. 

All 
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i788*  All  our  willies  now  are  for  a  fpeedy  and  fafe  voyage  to  St.  He- 
IVlsrcli 

_ u  lena  t  and  from  thence  to  Old  England,  is  added  by  thine  ever. 

Off  Java  Head,  1  W.  B„ 

March  27  th.  y 


LETTER  XLVIIL 


OU  R  palfage  during  the  month  of  March  has  been  the  molt 
tedious,  and  by  far  the  moft  unhealthy  of  any  we  have  expe¬ 
rienced  during  the  voyage,  and  particularly  in  palling  the  Straights 
of  Banca.  The  land,  both  on  the  JBanca  and  Sumatra  coafl,  is 
low,  flat  and  marfhy ;  and  as  we  in  -general  had  light  winds,  the 
weather  was  extremely  hot  and  fultry.  A  faint  fickly  heat  feized 
the  greateft  part  of  our  people,  indeed  the  flrongefl  on  board  felt 
its  influence  more  or  lefs :  we  luckily  had  a  good  quantity  of  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark  on  board,  which  was  regularly  given  to  all  the  fickly 
people,  and  its  good  effedls  were  foon  perceptible  5  we  alfo  had  the 
good  fortune  not  to  have  the  leaft  appearance  of  the  fcurvy 
amongfl  us. 

Captain  Portlock  had  loll  two  of  his  people  with  the  flux  fince 
our  leaving  China,  and  feveral  more  were  in  a  fickly  Rate;  how¬ 
ever,  our  getting  out  to  fea  raifed  every  one’s  fpirits. 


During 
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During  the  28th  of  March  we  had  a  frefli  breeze  at  North  Weft, 
with  frequent  fqualis  attended  with  rain.  At  five  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  we  faw  a  flrange  fail  to  the  Northward.  In  the  night, 
and  during  the  forenoon  of  the  29th,  the  breeze  moderated  ;  about 
ten  o’clock  the  flrange  fail  being  pretty  near  us,  we  found  her  to 
be  the  Queen  Eaft-Indiaman,  Captain  Douglas.  Our  latitude  at 
noon  was  10  deg.  17  min.  South;  and  the  longitude  255  deg.  8 
min.  Weft.  During  the  afternoon,  and  the  whole  of  the  30th, 
we  had  light  variable  winds,  frequently  inclining  to  calm.  At 
eleven  in  the  forenoon,  Captain  Portlock’s  boat  came  on  board  us, 
and  Captain  Dixon  went  on  board  the  King  George ;  the  day  was 
clear  and  fine,  but  exceeding  fultry,  the  thermometer  being  89 
deg.  Latitude  at  noon  11  deg.  13  min. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening  Captain  Dixon  returned  on  board, 
and  informed  us  that  it  was  determined  for  the  veflels  to  feparate,  each 
making  the  quickeft  paffage  in  their  power  to  St.  Helena:  on  this 
all  our  people  held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  falute  their  fellow 
voyagers  with  three  cheers  at  parting,  but  light  baffling  winds  pre¬ 
vented  the  veflels  from  coming  near  enough  for  that  purpofe. 

During  the  31ft  we  had  a  frefli  breeze  at  South  Eafl:  and  Eaft 
South  Eafl,  and  our  courfe  was  North  Weft.  In  the  forenoon  of 
the  1  ft  of  April  we  had  entirely  loft  fight  of  our  confort :  our 
latitude  at  nooqwas  12  deg.  44  min.  South  ;  and  the  longitude 
257  deg.  48  mill  Weft. 

From  the  ift  to  the  9th  we  had  a  frefli  Eafterly  breeze,  the 
weather  rather  fqually  at  times,  with  rain.  Our  latitude  at  noon 
on  the  8th  was  17  deg.  50  min.  South ;  and  the  longitude  271  deg. 
16  min.  Weft.  Our  courfe  for  fome  days  paft  had  been  Weft 
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South  Weft,  and  Weft  by  South :  we  found  a  heavy  fwell  from, 
the  Southward. 

From  the  9th  to  the  16th  we  had  a  conftant  frefh  Eafterly 
breeze,  the  weather  rather  wet  and  fqually  at  times,  though  in 
general  it  was  fine  and  pleafant.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the 
1 6th  was  20  deg.  48  min.  South;  and  the  longitude  284  deg.  33 
min.  Weft. 

In  the  evening  we  had  a  good  deal  of  lightning  from  the  South¬ 
ward,  and  in  the  night  a  very  heavy  fquall  attended  with  rain,  the 
wind  at  South  :  towards  morning  the  weather  moderated,  but  the 
wind  ftill  blew  from  the  Southward.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the 
jyth  was  21  deg.  14  min.  South;  and  the  longitude  286  deg*  4* 

min.  Weft. 

’Till  the  2 1  ft  we  had  very  little  variety,  but  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  we  had  a  fquall  with  very  heavy  rain,  which  fhifted 
the  wind  to  the  Northwaad,  fometimes  blowing  a  frefh  breeze* 
and  frequently  light,  inclining  to  calm :  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
2  2d  the  wind  again  fhifted  to  the  Southward,  the  weather  mode¬ 
rate  and  cloudy.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  23  deg.  9  min.  South; 
and  the  longitude  298  deg.  20  min.  Weft. 

» 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  being  then  fleering 
Weft,  with  the  wind  at  South  and  by  Weft,  we  faw  two  ftrange 
fail  in  the  South  Eaft  quarter,  (landing  North  Eaft. 


On  the  24th  the  (hip’s  company  were  put  to  an  allowance  or 
two  quarts  of  water  a  man  per  day,  exclufive  of  what  was  ufed  for 

peafe.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  23  deg.  27  min.  South ;  and  the 

longitude 
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longitude  300  deg.  22  min.  Welt  a  heavy  fwell  fetting  in  from  1788. 
the  Southward.  u— 

From  this  to  the  30th  no  particular  occurrence  happened  *  we 
were  ftill  favoured  with  a  pretty  Ready  Eafterly  breeze,  and  the 
weather  in  general  fine  and  pleafant.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the 
30th  was  28  deg.  9  min.  South;  and  the  longitude  310  deg.  30 
min.  Weft.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  is  here  21  deg.  Weft- 

erly. 

On  the  1  ft  of  May  the  wind  ftiifted  to  the  Northward  and  Weft- 
ward;  indeed  being  now  in  28  deg.  55  min.  South  latitude,  we 
had  reafon  to  expe£t  the  trade-winds  would  leave  us,  efpecially  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year. 

In  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  May  we  had  vaft  quantities  of 
bonetta  about  the  fhip ;  our  hooks  and  lines  were  prefently  put 
overboard,  and  we  had  tolerable  fuccefs :  thefe  bonetta  proved  an 
excellent  difti  for  us,  and  were  a  moft  agreeable  variety  at  this 
time,  as  our  fait  provifions  began  to  grow  old,  and  confequently 
unwholefome,  though  as  yet  we  had  not  (thank  God)  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fcurvy  amongft  us,  which  perhaps  might  in  fome 
meafure  be  owing  to  the  bark  before-mentioned,  the  ufe  of  which 
was  not  entirely  difcontinued. 

We  had  alfo  a  vaft  number  of  gulls,  egg-birds,  fheer-waters, 

&c.  about  the  veftel :  I  judge  thefe  birds  and  fifh  are  drawn  hither 
by  a  fpecies  of  the  fardine ,  great  numbers  of  which  we  faw  m  the 
water,  and  generally  found  fome  in  the  fifties  we  caught.  ’Tis  very 

probable  they  are  on  their  paffage  to  fome  particular  fpot,  Our 
*  U  u  z  latitude 
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latitude  at  noon  was  28  deg.  8  min.  and  the  longitude  3 16  deg. 
44  min.  Weft. 


From  this  to  the  7th  we  had  Southerly  winds  and  moderate- 
weather  :  the  latitude  at  noon  was  30  deg.  n  min.. South;  and 
the  longitude  321  deg.  58  min.  Weft.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind 
blew  frefh  from  the  Eaftward,  and  the  former  part  of  the  night 
was  fqually,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  heavy  rain,  which; 
caufed  us  to  double-reef  the  topfails  and  reef  the  mainfail ;  under 
this  fail  we  thought  ourfelves  well  fecured  for  the  night,  but  about 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  a.  mod  violent  fquall  took 
us  from  the  South  Weft  ;  on  which  we  handed  the  topfails,  and 
providentially  received  no  damage  :  by  day-light  the  weather  grew; 
more  moderate ;  the  wind  flill  to  the  Southward.  Our  latitude  at 
noon  was  30  deg.  54  min.  South... 


In  the  forenoon  of  the  9th  we  had  a  ftrong  breeze  at  North. 
Eaft,  and  towards  the  evening  the  wind  hauled  to  the  Northward,, 
flill  blowing  very  frefh ;  in  the  evening  it  lightened  very  much  to. 
the  South  Weft,  which  caufed  us  to  clofe-reef  the  topfails,  re¬ 
membering  the  fevere  fquall  we  fo  lately  met  with ;  fortunately, 
however,  the  night  continued  moderate,  and  the  10th  and  nth 
we  had  light  Southerly  winds,  and  fine  weather.  Our  latitude  at 
noon  on  the  nth  was  32  deg.  45  min.  South;  and. the  longitude 
by  lunar  obfervations,  327  deg.  6  min.  Weft. 

During  the  12th  and  13th  the  wind  blew  frefh  at  North  Eaft  ; 
the  weather  tolerably  fine.  Our  latitude  at  noon  on  the  13th  was 
34  deg.  22  min.  South. 

During, 
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During  the  14th,  and  greateft  part  of  the  15th,  we  had  little 
variety,  the  wind  and  weather  being  nearly  the  fame  as  on  the 
preceding  days,  with  a  heavy  fwell  from  the  Weft  ward.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  15th  the  weather  grew  hazy,  and  the  wind  vari¬ 
able,  with  a  lowering  threatening  Iky ;  about  feven  o’clock  the 
wind  fettled  at  North  Weft,  and  blew  a  ftrong  gale,  on  which  we 
clofe-reefed  the  topfails*  reefed  the  mainfail,  and  fent  down  the 
top  gallant  yards.  At  eight  o’clock  we  wore  and  ftood  to  the 
Eaftward.  During  the  former  part  of  the  night  we  had  a  good 
deal  of  lightning  from  the  Northward.  At  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  we  again  wore  and  ftood  to  the  Weftward  : 
the  gale  ftill  increafing,  at  fix  o’clock  we  reefed  the  forefail  and 
handed  the  topfails.  In  the  forenoon  the  top-gallant  mafts  were 
ftruck,  and  the  jibb-boom  got  in.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  36 
deg.  10  min.  South,  the  gale  ftill  continuing  with  unceafing 
violence,  attended  with  frequent  fqualls,  and  an  exceeding  heavy 
Wefterly  fwell..  • 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  found  the  pumps  choaked 
up.  This,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  was  a  moft  unfortunate  cir- 
cumftance,  and  more  particularly,  as  the  veffel,  when  on  the  ftar- 
board  tack,  made  a  good  deal  of  water :  however,  the  ftarboard 
pump  was  immediately  hoifted  up,  and,  on  examination,  found 
choaked  with  fand,  which  had  been  ufed  as  a  flooring  for  the  teas,,  . 
and  \Vhich,  no  doubt,  the  prefent  tempeftuous  weather  had  occa- 
fioned  to  work  through  the  ceiling.  The  pump  being  cleared, 
nine  inches  were  cut  from  the  bottom,  and  it  was  immediately  got. 
down  again. 

The  fhip’s  company  had  been  for  fome  time  at  an  allowance  of 
water,  a&  before  mentioned  5  but  the  weather  being  now  too  ftormy 
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1:788.  to  have  it  ferved  cut,  every  perfon  helped  himfelf  to  what  he 
May*  ,  wanted,  as  ufual. 

During  the  night  the  gale  hill  continued  with  unceafmg  vio¬ 
lence.  At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  main  hay- 
fail  fheet  gave  way,  and  the  fail  blew  to  pieces  in  a  moment :  at 
feven  o’clock  the  harboard  pump  again  choaked,  on  which  it  was 
got  up,  cleared  of  the  fand,  and  immediately  put  down  again. 

There  being  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  all  the  water  which  the 
veffel  made,  did  not  find  its  way  to  the  pumps,  but  was  hopped  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  (hip  by  the  fand,  Captain  Dixon  came  to  a 
determination  (with  the  advice  of  his  Officers)  to  open  the  fore¬ 
hold,  in  order  to  examine  that  part :  at  eight  o’clock  the  fore¬ 
hatch  was  broke  open,  and  about  forty  chehs  of  tea  taken  out  of 
the  hold:  the  tea  was  found  dry,  and  in  very  good  order,  and  (to 
our  great  fatisfa&ion)  there  was  not  the  leah  appearance  of  any 
water  being  lodged  in  this  part  of  the  veffel. 

At  eleven  o’clock  we  hoihed  up  the  larboard  pump,  and  cleared 
it  of  fand,  but  it  it  was  not  put  down  again,  as  we  were  obliged 
to  keep  a  perfon  conhantly  in  the  pump-well  to  clear  it  of  fand, 
which  was  handed  up  in  buckets,  and  if  not  conhantly  attended, 
prefently  choaked  the  pump. 

The  gale  continued  during  the  afternoon  with  unabating  vio¬ 
lence  ;  the  veffel  laboured  very  hard,  and  made  a  great  deal  of 
water,  fo  that  it  required  every  exertion  to  keep  the  pump-well 
clear  of  fand. 


Hitherto 
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Hitherto  our  people  had  been  in  three  watches  5  but  the  tempes¬ 
tuous  weather,  together  with  the  unlucky  accident  of  our  pumps 
ehoaking  up,  requiring  a  conflant  and  unremitting  attendance, 
Captain  Dixon  judged  proper  to  put  the  Ship’s  company  to  watch 
and  watch. 

In  the  night,  the  gale  rather  abated ;  and  about  Seven  o’clock  in  . 
the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  weather  grew  moderate,  with  light 
winds,  and  a  very  heavy  Sea  from  che  Southward,  on  which  we 
Set  the  topfails,  clofe-reefed. 

About  8  o’clock,  found  a  leak  under  the  counter,  on  which  we  r 
got  up  a  number  of  articles  that  were  flowed  in  the  run,  (being 
in  a  manner  ufelefs  to  us)  and  hove  them  overboard  ;  our  observa¬ 
tion  at  noon  gave  36  deg.  30  min.  South  latitude.  During  the  af¬ 
ternoon  we  had  light  airs  inclining  to  calm,  a  very  heavy  crofs  Sea 
flill  running,  which  caufed  the  vefTel  to  flrain  and  labour  exceed¬ 
ingly  :  at  eight  in  the  evening  a  frefh  breeze  Sprung  up  from  the 
Northward,  and  in  the  night  it  increafed  to  a  gale,  a  heavy  Sea 
flill  Setting  from  the  Southward. 

In  the  morning  of  the  19th,  we  had  a  frefh  gale  at  North  Well, 
with  frequent  Squalls;  the  pump-well  flill  required  conflant  atten¬ 
dance,  for  the  labouring  of  the  Ship  caufed  the  Sand  continually  to- 
work  through  the  ceiling,  and  it  was  of  the  utmofl  confequence  - 
to  keep  the  well  clear,  as  by  that  means,  the  water  was  prevented  . 
from  lodging  in  any  other  part  of  the  vefTel.  Our  latitude  at 
noon  was  37  deg.  36  min.  South  ;  and  the  longitude  336  deg.  50 
min.  Weft,  but  the  longitude  could  not  by  any  means  be  depended 
upon  ;  it  was  evident  by  our  latitude  of  to-day,  that  there  was.  a 

flron0*  current  Setting  to  the  Southward,  and  it  was  veiy  unceitain 
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whether  or  no  it  did  not  fet  us  to  the  Eaftward  at  the  fame  time  ; 
however,  Captain  Dixon  determined  at  all  events  to  ftand  to  the 
Northward,  the  wind  blowing  frefh  at  North  Well.  This  after¬ 
noon  our  powder  was  found  to  be  loofe  and  damaged,  on  which 
four  barrels  were  thrown  overboard,  referving  only  as  much  as  we 
might  pofftbly  want  for  fignals  or  other  temporary  purpofes. 


From  this  till  noon  on  the  20th,  we  had  very  little  alteration; 
the  wind  Hill  blew  frefh  at  North  Weft  with  frequent  fqualls; 
our  latitude  was  36  deg.  57  min.  South.  As  we  had  made  nearly 
a  North  courfe  for  the  laft  twenty-four  hours,  this  obfervation 
confirmed  our  opinion  of  a  Southerly  current,  but  whether  to  the 
Eaftward  or  Weft  ward,  it  was  not  eafy  to  determine,  though  we 
had  fome  reafon  to  think  it  fet  about  South  South  Eaft.  In  the 
afternoon,  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  Weftward,  and  during  the  night 
it  changed  to  South  and  South  Eaft,  but  grew  light  as  it  came 
from  the  Southward. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  we  had  a  frefh  breeze  at  Eaft 
North  Eaft,  on  which  we  fet  all  the  fail  we  could,  being  glad 
to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  getting  to  the  Northward  and 
Weftward,  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  36  deg,  40  min.  and 
the  longitude  337  deg.  20  min.  Weft.  In  the  afternoon  the 
breeze  frefhened,  and  the  wind  hauled  to  the  Northward  towards 
evening,  blowing  very  hard  with  frequent  heavy  fqualls,  which 

caufed  us  to  hand  the  topfails  and  reef  the  courfes. - Towards 

morning  on  the  2 2d,  the  weather  grew  more  moderate,  and  at 
day -light  we  made  fail,  ftill  Handing  to  the  Northward,  the 
weather  hazy  with  rain;  our  latitude  at  noon  was  36  deg.  South. 

The  forenoon  of  the  23d  was  very  fqually,  attended  with  rain; 
on  which  we  clofe-reefed  the  topfails,  and  ftruck  top-gallant 

mafts ; 
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mails :  about  ten  o  clock  we  were  taken  with  a  moft  violent  fquall, 
but  as  we  had  timely  taken  in  fail,  it  fortunately  did  us  no  other 
damage  than  fplitting  our  fore  ftay-fail.  Our  obfervation  at  noon 
gave  35  deg.  48  min.  South  latitude. 
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In  the  afternoon  the  weather  grew  more  fettled,  the  wind  ftill 
hanging  to  the  North  Weft.  Our  pump-well  ftill  required  clofe 
attendance,  a  good  quantity  of  fand  conftantly  working  into  it. 


At  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  we  founded  with  fe- 
venty  fathom  line  over  a  foft  bottom,  which  fhewed  that  we  were 
on  the  banks  of  Lagullus,  on  which  we  wore  fhip,  the  wind  light 
and  variable.  At  day-light,  the  weather  being  pretty  moderate,  we 
made  fail ;  at  feven  o’clock  we  faw  a  large  fhip  bearing  North  Eaftv 
and  ftanding  to  the  Northward.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  3  5 
deg.  36  min.  South. 

I  fhould  obferve  that  ever  finco  the  bad  weather  came  on,  the 
wind  had  been  generally  at  North  Weft,  and  that  whenever  it 
fhifted  to  the  Southward  or  Eaftward,  it  grew  light  and  very 
variable.  This  had  occafionedus  to  wear  as  often  as  was  judged 
confiftent  with  our  getting  to  the  Weftward,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  current  already  mentioned  had  in  fome  meafure  retarded 
our  progrefs. 

During  the  afternoon  and  night  we  had  ftrong  North  Wefterly 
breezes  and  fqually  weather,  which  kept  us  under  an  eafy  fail, 
and  we  made  occalional  boards  as  fuited  our  conveniency. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  the  weather  being 
moderate,  we  made  fail,  the  wind  ftill  hanging  at  North  Weft. 

X  x  *  About 
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1788.  About  eight  o’clock  the  velfel  we  had  feen  on  the  24th  came 

^lay‘  within  hail  and  fpoke  us.  She  proved  to  be  the  Lanfdowne,  Cap- 

tain  Storey,  who,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  got  a-ground 
in  the  Straights  of  Banca,  but  got  clear  of  the  Straights  of  Sunda 
a  week  before  us.  As  this  veflel  is  efteemed  a  prime  failer,  it  can¬ 
not  be  denied  but  that  the  fight  of  her  at  this  time  infufed  frelh 
fpirits  into  every  perfon  on  board,  efpecially  when  we  compared 
our  bad  failing  veftel  to  her,  and  found  that  with  all  her  boafted 
fuperiority,  and  the  time  fhe  had  before  gained  on  us,,  we  were 
yet  on  a  par  in  regard  to  the  voyage.  This  incident  brought  that 
obfervation  of  Solomon  frefh  into  my  memory,  “  The  race  is  net 
ta  the  fwifty  &c.  for  we  here  had  an  inconteftible  proof,,  that 
“  time  and  chance  happeneth  to  all.!* 

Captain  Storey  informed  us,  that  he  had  been  beating  about 
the  Cape  ever  fmee  the  15th,  which  was  the  fame  time  we  met 
with  the  gale,  but  did  not  affign  any  reafon  for  his  not  getting 
here  fooner.  Our  obfervation  at  noon  gave  35  deg.  32  min. 
South  latitude;  and  the  mean  of  fome  lunar  obfervations  337 
deg.  48  min.  Weft  longitude. 

On  the  26th,  the  wind  continuing  at  North  Weft,  our  Cap¬ 
tain  determined  to  ftand  to  the  South  Weft,  hoping  to  meet  with 
a  change  of  wind  :  the  weather  being  now  moderate,  and  tolerably 
fettled,  the  people  were  put  to  their  former  allowance  of  water. 
Our  latitude  at  noon  was  36  deg.  17  min.  South,  in  the  night 
the  wind  Ihifted  to  North  North  Eaft,  and  in  the  forenoon  of 
the  27th,  increaied  to  a  frefh  breeze,  on  which  we  let  an  the  lull 
we  could  carry,  and  fteered  North  Weft  by  Weft  :  our  latitude  t 
noon  was  36  deg.  12  min.  South,  and  the  longitude  339  deg.  39 
min.  Weft :  we  were  deftined  to  enjoy  this  favourable  breeze  bn  a 

fhort 
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fhort  time,  for  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  North  1788. 
Weft,  blowing  very  frefti :  and  towards  evening  increafed  to  a 
ftrong  gale,  which  continued  all  night  with  unceafing  violence, 
attended  with  heavy  fqualls,  much  rain  and  lightning,  with  a 
heavy  head-fea :  towards  morning  the  gale  abated,  and  in  the 
forenoon  we  had  light  winds  and  a  heavy  crofs  fea,  which  caufed 
the  veftel  to  labour  very  much. 

For  fome  days  previous  to  this  gale  we  had  got  fcarcely  any  fand 
out  of  the  well ,  and  the  pump  was  fixed  in  its  place,  but  now,  the 
motion  of  the  veftel  obliged  us  to  take  it  up  again,  and  we  got  up 
nearly  as  much  fand  as  when  this  unlucky  accident  firft  happened. 

Our  latitude  at  noon  was  3 7  deg.  11  min.  South,  the  weather 
fqually,  with  rain,  the  wind  ftill  at  North  Weft.  At  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  to  our  great  joy,  a  frefti  gale  came  011 
at  South  Weft,  and  during  the  night  it  blew  very  heavy,  with 
frequent  fqualls,  conftant  rain,  and  much  lightning:  we  carried 
all  the  fail  we  could  with  prudence,  being  exceedingly  anxious 
to  double  this  Cape.  During  the  whole  of  the  29th,  the  wind 
blew  ftrong  from  the  fame  favourable  quarter,  and  we  fteercd 
North  Weft,  and  North  Weft  by  North,  as  beft  fuitedour  purpofe, 
there  being  about  two  points  Wefterly  variation. 

The  wind  on  the  30th,  was  equally  favourable  to  us:  in  the 
•  forenoon  of  the  31ft,  the  wind  veered  to  South  Eaft,  ftill  blowing 
a  fine  fteady  breeze,  with  moderate  weather;  our  latitude  at 
noon  was  33  deg.  44 min.  South;  and  the  longitude  by  lunar  ob- 
fervation,  347  deg.  50  Weft :  fo  that  to  our  great  comfort  we  now 
had  doubled  this  hitherto  formidable  Cape,  the  charts  placing  the 
South  Weft  point  of  land  in  34  deg.  26  min.  South  latitude,  and 
341  deg.  37  min.  Weft  longitude. 

X  x  2 
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1788.  j  fliall  lay  down  the  pen  at  prefen  t,  but,  if  Providence  per» 

mit,  thou  (halt  have  a  continuation  from 

Thine,. &c. 


W.  B 


At  Sea. 

May  31ft. 
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LETTER  XUX, 


HAVING  reafon  to  think  that  there  was  a  current  fetting 
flrongly  to  the  Weflward,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  31ft  off 
May,  we  hauled  by  the  wind,  fleering  North  and  North  by  EafL 

On  the  ifl  of  June,  we  had  a  fine  breeze  at  Eafl,  with  clear 
fettled  weather,  our  latitude  at  noon  was  32  deg.  4  min.  South. 

The  pump-well  having  for  fome  time  been  pretty  clear  of  fand, 
the  (larboard  pump  was  got  into  its  place,  but  fo  fixed  that  it 
could  be  got  up  with  eafe  from  time  to  time,  a&  occafion  required..  * 

The  weather,  during  the  time  we  were  doubling  this  Southern 
promontory,  had  not  been  fo  feverely  cold  as  we  were  taught  to 
expedl,  the  mean  of  the  thermometer  being  about  54  deg.  though 
this  mildnefs  probably  has  been  occafioned  by  the  wind  feldom 
blowing  from  the  Southward  for  any  length  of  time,. 


1 


From 
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From  the  ift,  to  the  3d  of  June,  we  were  favoured  with  a  frefh 
breeze  from  the  Eaftward  and  Southward.  Our  latitude  at  noon 
on  the  3d,  was  29  deg.  54  min.  South ;  in  the  afternoon  the 
wind  fhifted  to  North  North  Weft,  blowing  frefh  with  frequent 
fqualls :  as  we  yet  depended  on  a  Wefterly  current,  we  fleered 
North  Eaft,  and  Eaft  North  Eaft,  as  the  wind  permitted.  In  the 
morning  of  the  6th ,  the  wind  gradually  fhifted  to  the  Weftward 
and  Southward,  which  proved  very  fortunate,  for  the  mean  of 
feveral  fets  of  lunar  obfervations  taken  on  the  6th:  our  latitude 
(being  then  27  deg.  17  min.  South)  gave  only  346  deg.  24  min. 
Weft  longitude.  This  plainly  fliewed  that  our  depending  on  a 
current  fetting  to  the  Weftward  was  extremely  fallacious,  and  that 
In  fa£l>  we  had  met  with  nothing  of  the  kind. 

The  weather  now  grew  moderate  and  fettled,  with  a  fine  fteady 
breeze  at  South  South  Eaft. 

Though  the  veffel  had  now  very  little  motion,  yet  we  frequent¬ 
ly  got  up  the  ftarboard  pump,  and  always  found  a  quantity  of 
land  in  the  well. 

w  A 

On  the  9th,  our  allowance  of  water  was  Increafed  to  five  pints 
per  day,  and  the  people  were  again  put  into  three  watches.  Our 
latitude  at  noon  was  23  deg.  44  min.  South;  and  the  longitude 
352  deg.  5  min.  Weft. 

From  this  to  the  14th,  nothing  particular  occurred.  Our  la¬ 
titude  at  noon  was  17  deg.  6  min.  South,  and  the  longitude  up¬ 
wards  of  360  deg.  Weft,  fo  that  we  had  completely  circumnavigated 
the  Globe ;  on  which  account,  having  loft  a  day  in  our  reckoning, 
we  borrowed  a  day;  calling  this  (inftead  of  the  14th)  *S u?iday  the 
15th  of  June .  Nothing 
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1788.  Nothing  material  happened  from  this  to  the  1 8th  r  we  kept 
r  J_ne'  _f  landing  for  St.  Helena,  with  a  frefh  South  Eafterly  breeze  and 
fine  weather.  This  ifland  is  placed  in  the  charts  in  15  deg.  55 
min.  South  latitude,  and  5  deg.  49  Weil  longitude.  At  half  paft 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1 8th,  we  faw  St.  Helena,  bear¬ 
ing  North  Weft  about  fix  leagues  diftant:  at  fix  o’clock  the 
whale-boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  Mr.  White  fent  on  fhore  with 
dilpatches  to  the  Governor. 

On  (landing  into  the  road  we  had  foundings  from  twenty-nine 
to  nineteen  fathoms  water,  over  a  muddy  bottom. 

At  eleven  o’clock  we  anchored  with  the  beft  bower  in  nineteen 
fathom  water ;  the  extreme  of  the  ifland  bore  from  North  yi 
deg.  Eaft  to  South  6.5  deg.  Weft:  the  church  South  6  deg.  Weft. 

We  had  the  pleafure  of  finding  our  confort  the  King  George 
here,  and  every  perfon  on  board  in  good  health.  Many  of  Captain 
Portlock’s  people  had  been  ill  of  the  fcurvy,  fince  they  parted  from 
us;  but  by  a  regular  ufe  of  the  various  antifcorbutics,  which  he 
had  on  board,  their  health  was  pretty  well  re-eftablifhed  before  he 
arrived  at  St.  Helena. 

In  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Captain  Portlock  kept 
much  nearer  the  land  than  we  had  done,  and  had  not  fo  long  a 
continuance  of  bad  weather,  fo  that  he  arrived  here  fix  days  before 
us,  and  having  compleated  his  water,  Sec.  he  intended  to  have  failed 
this  morning,  but  on  our  arrival  he  deferred  it  till  the  morrow. 

Befides  the  King  George,  we  found  here,  the  Lanfdowne,  Cap¬ 
tain 
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tain  Storey,  the  Queen,  Captain  Douglas,  three  other  Eaft- 
India  fhips,  and  a  Tufcan  veffel. 

Our  bufinefs  at  this  ifland  being  principally  to  fill  up  our  wa¬ 
ter,  no  time  was  loft  in  making  every  neceflary  preparation  for 
that  purpofe  j  it  was  no  lefs  neceflary  for  us  to  procure  whatever 
refrefhments  the  ifland  afforded,  but  we  were  given  to  understand,, 
that  frefh  proviflons  were  dealt  out  very  fparingly,  owing  to  the 
number  of  fhips  touching  here* 

On  the  19th,  we  received  three  quarters  of  frefh  beef,  which 
was  all  that  could  poflibJy  be  fpared  us :  to  make  amends  how¬ 
ever  for  this  deficiency,  a  quantity  of  rice,  potatoes  and  pump¬ 
kins  were  purchafed,  and  diftributed  amongft  the  fhip’s  company. 

From  this  to  the  23d,  the  people  were  bufied  in  watering,  fet- 
ting  up  the  rigging  and  other  neceflary  employments :  Some  of 
tjiem  were  daily  fent  on  Shore  to  gather  water-creffes,  cellery,  and  < 
mint,  which  grow  here  in  great  plenty. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  we  unmoored,  and 
at  feven  weighed  and  made  fail,  ftanding  out  of  the  road  with  a  light 
Eafterly  breeze,  and  clear  weather.  At  noon  on  the  25th,  ( 
James-Town  bore  South  40  deg.  Baft,  ten  leagues  diftant.  Our 
pafl'age  from  St.  Helena  to  this  place  afforded  little  variety,  ex¬ 
cept  that  about  the  latitude  of  6  deg.  North,  we  fell  in  with  light 
variable  winds,  and  clofe  Sultry  rainy  weather ;  our  longitude  at 
the  fame  time  was  about  27  deg.  Weft.  The  pilot  (who  is  juft 
come  on  board)  informs  me  that  Captain  Portlock  arrived  in  the 
river  about  a  fortnight  ago,  all  his  people  in  good  health.  As 
I  hope  veiy  Shortly  to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  thee,  I  Shall 
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conclude  my  narrative,  with  returning  my  grateful  thanks  to  that 
kind  Providence  which  has  fafely  conduced  us  to  our  native 
country,  after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage. 

Off  Dover,  > 

Sept.  17th.  5 


APPEN- 


. 


\ 


I 


Cancer  I  (a  minis  . 

Zvimn  S/J/WM  X/ttt/nr,  FayeU03p.  2^2.  frow  J, Zr/t,tt//s . 

4 

Upper  Side . 

Pti/Ji)/,',/  nr  //„■  Jet  directs  fy  Jr/i/Jivau  JJer  C/?,/J88 . 


P Jftijd// fc/t/p. 


APPEND 


No.  I. 


.  .  1  .  f  •  •  f 

NATURAL  HISTORY. 


At  Sandwich  Iflands  there  is  a  great  variety  of  crabs  and  cray- 
fifli :  one  of  the  former  was  of  fo  lingular  a  make,  that 
I  caufed  a  drawing  to  be  made  from  one  that  I  brought  home,  in 
two  views,  from  which  the  annexed  plates  were  engraved. 


It  is  of  a  pale  brown  colour,  but  was  much  darker  when  alive ; 
the  back  is  fet  with  fmall  conical  protuberances,  pointing  towards 
the  front.  It  has  four  legs,  and  four  fwimmers  or  palmated  !egs, 
the  bafes  of  which  laft  are  not  on  a  line  with  thofe  of  the  legs,  but 
placed,  two  of  them  on  the  hde  ol  the  tail,  and  two  within  it, 
which,  as  well  as  the  fwimmers  and  the  edges  of  the  body,  are 
bordered  with  hair.  The  eyes  are  placed  on  tubes,  and  command 
the  whole  hemifphere  :  it  is  a  male,  and  I  take  it  to  be  the  cancer 
Ranifius  of  Linnaeus,  p.  1039  of  his  Syftema  Nature?,  No.  2. 
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It  is  in  the  Colledtion  of  Ifaac  Swainfon,  Efq.  of  London. 

At  the  fame  iflands  are  great  plenty  of  beautiful  fhells,  fuch  ay 
Cyprcea  Yigrina ,  Mauritiana ,  Yalpa,  and  others  of  that  genus; 
and  numberlefs  fpecies  of  the  fmaller  kinds,  of  which  laft  the  na¬ 
tives  form  necklaces,,  bracelets,  and  other  ornaments  :  one  of  thefe 
necklaces  afforded  a  fmgular  fpecies  of  the  Helix  genus  of  Linnaeus, 
which  I  was  informed  is  a  frefh-water  fhelL  It  is  outwardly 
fmooth,  has  feven  fpires,  and  is  of  a  black- brown  colour,  except 
the  tip,  which  is  pale-yellow  :  the  infide  is  fmooth  and  white,  ancf 
the  mouth  is  marginated  within.  It  is  remarkable  fora  knob  or 
tooth  on  the  columella,  but  Which  does  not  wind  round  it,  con- 
fequently  excludes  it  from  the  Volute  genus  of  Linnaeus,,  to  which 
at  firft  fight  it  appeals  to  be  related.  As  I  prefume  it  to  be  a 
fpecies  hitherto  undefcribed,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give  it  the- 
the  trivial  name  of  Apex  Fulva ,  or  the  Yellow  Yip.  A  figure  of 
it,  in  two  views,  is  given  in  one  of  the  following  plates. 

Specimens  of  this  kind  are  in  the  Leveri’an  Mufeuim 

At  the  mouth  of  Cook’s  River  are  many  fpecies  of  filell-fifhr 
mod  of  them,  I  prefume,  non  defcript ;  and  of  all  which  I  fhouldi 
have  endeavoured  to  have  got  fpecimens,  had  bufinefs  permitted. 
Among  the  bivalves  we  noticed  feme  of  a  large  fpecies,  of  the 
cardium,  or  cockle  genus;  half  a  dozen  of  which  would  have, 
afforded  a  good  fupper  for  one  perfon  ;  but  for  a  repaid  of  that 
kind,  our  men  preferred  a  large  fpecies  of  the  Solen  genus,  which 
they  got  in  quantity,  and  were  eafily  difeovered  by  their  fpouting 
up  the  water  as  the  men  walked  over  the  lands,  where  they  inha¬ 
bited  :  as  I  fuppofe  it  to  be  a  new  kind  I  have  given  a  figure  of  it 
in  the  annexed  plate.  Tis  a  thin  brittle  fhell,.  fmooth  within  and 
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without :  one  valve  is  furni filed  with  two  front,  and  two  lateral 
teeth ;  the  other  has  one  front  and  one  fide  tooth,  which  flip  in 
between  the  others  in  the  oppofite  valve :  from  the  teeth,  in  each 
valve,  proceeds  a  ftrong  rib,  which  extends  to  above  half-way 
acrofs  the  fliell,  and  gradually  lofes  itfelf  towards  the  edge,  which 
is  fmooth  and  fliarp.  The  colour  of  the  outfide  is  white,  circu¬ 
larly,  but  faintly,  zoned  with  violet,  and  is  covered  with  a  fmooth 
yellowifh-brown  epidermis,  which  appears  darkefl  where  the  zones 
are  :  the  infide  is  white,  flightly  zoned,  and  tinted  with  violet  and 
pink.  The  animal,  as  in  all  fpecies  of  this  genus,  protrudes  be¬ 
yond  the  ends  of  the  fhell  very  much,  and  is  exceeding  good  food. 

A  fine  fpecimen  of  this  kind  is  in  the  Colle&ion  of  John 
Swainfon,  Efq.  of  the  Cuflom-Houfe,  London. 

We  faw  alfo,  on  this  coafl,  a  kind  of  mufcle,  in  colour  and 
fliape  much  like  the  common  eatable  mufcle  of  Europe,  but 
differed  in  being  circularly  wrinkled,  and  a  great  deal  larger.  One 
valve  I  faw  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Iflands,  meafured  above  nine 
inches  and  an  half  in  length. 

t 

With  pieces  of  thefe  mufcles,  fharpened  to  an  exquifite  edge 
and  point,  the  Indians  head  their  harpoons,  and  other  inffruments 
for  fi filing.  They  fallen  them  on  with  a  kind  of  refinous  fub- 
Hance. 

At  Falkland’s  Iflands  we  met  with  a  curious  kind  of  fhell  of 
the  Anomioe  genus  of  Linnaeus,  of  which,  though  the  fpecies  are 
numerous  in  a  foflil  flate  in  moft  parts  of  the  globe,  few  have 
been  difcovered  recent,  or  frefh  from  the  fea.  One  only  of  this 
fort  was  before  ki\own  in  Europe,  which  was  brought  over  by  my 
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late  worthy  Commander,  the  much  regretted  Captain  Cook,  In 
his  firff  Voyage  round  the  World  :  it  was  in  the  Portland  Mufeum, 
and  was  named  by  the  late  celebrated  Dr.  Solander  in  his  MSS. 
defcription  of  the  (hells  of  that  fplendid  cabinet  Anomia  <uehofay 
which  fpecimen  is  now  in  the  collection  of  M.  Calonne,  of  Lon— 

don. 

This  kind  (as  do  all  that  are  properly  of  this  genus)  adheres* 
to  coral  rocks,  by  a  ligament  that  comes  from  the  animal  through 
the  hole  in  the  larger  valve. 

V 

r  «  *  r  -I 

The  internal  itruCture  (peculiar  to  fhells  of  this  genus)  is  very 
fmgular,  and  confilts  of  two  teftaceous  rays,  which  commence 
near  the  hinge  in  the  lefler  valve,  where  they  adhere ;  from  whence, 
leaving  the  (hell,  they  proceed  to  near  the  edge,  then  bend  to¬ 
wards  the  other  valve,  and  turn  back  to  their  commencement, 
where  they  unite  :  this  internal  part  is  very  delicate,  and  breaks- 
upon  the  fmalleft  touch,  but  is  thicker  in  the  part  neareft  to  the 
larger  valve.  The  fheli  takes  its  name  from  certain  parts  of  the- 
animal,  which  run  in  a  branched  form  along  the  infide  of  the 
fheli,  which  being  held  to  a  ftrong  light,  or  a  candle,  gives  it  ar 
beautifully  veined  appearance.  The  outfide  is.  fmooth,  and  of  a. 
pale  brown  colour. 

1 

The  fpecimen  from  which  the  engraving  was  made,  is  in  the 
private  collection  of  Mr.  George  Humphrey,  dealer  in  natural 
curiofities,  Albion-flreet,  near  Black-friars  Bridge,  London. 

Underftanding,  after  I  came  home,  that  fome  of  the  birds  I 
brought  with  me  had  not  been  engraved,  though  defcribed  by 
authors,  particularly  the  new  fpecies  by  Mr.  Latham,  and  pre¬ 
fuming 
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fuming  that  plates  of  thorn,  done  from  corredt  drawings,  would 
be  no  fmall  embellifhment  to  this  work,  I  have  therefore  given 
the  figures  of  four  of  the  moft  curious,  and  with  Mr.  Latham’s 
permifiion  have  annexed  their  defcriptions,  as  printed  in  his  Sy- 
nopfis  of  Birds. 

YELLOW  TUFTED  BEE-EATER. 

Lathams  Synopjis ,  vol.  ii.  p..  683.  No.  18. 

fC  Size  of  a  lark  :  length  from  bill  to  tail  fourteen  inches.  Bill 
an  inch  and  an  half  long,  pretty  much  bent,  and  (harp  at  the- 
tip  ;  the  noftrils  covered  with  a  membrane  :  tongue  divided  into 
threads  at  the  end :  the  general  colour  of  the  plumage  is  glofiy 
black  :  the  feathers  about  the  head  and  throat  fhort  and  pointed : 
beneath  each  wing  is  a  large  tuft  of  yellow  feathers,  which  do 
not  appear  when  the  wing  is  clofed  :  on  the  vent  is  another  patch 
of  the  fame  colour  :  the  tail  is  greatly  cuneated ;  the  two  middle 
feathers  are  feven  inches  in  length,  and  the  outer  ones  only  two 
inches ;  both  the  outer  feathers  are  white  on  the  outer  webs  and 
tips,  the  others  black  ;  the  ends  are  pointed  :  the  legs  are  black  : 
the  outer  and  middle  toes  connedted  to  the  firfi:  joint. 

tc  Thefe  birds  are  met  with  in  plenty  at  O-why -bee,  and  others  of 
the  Sandwich  IJles  ;  at  which  place  the  natives  catch  the  birds  alive, 
and,  after  plucking  out  the  yellow  feathers,  give  them  their  li¬ 
berty  again,  making  ufe  of  the  feathers  in  their  various  ornaments 
and  drefies ;  beautiful  fpecimens  of  which  may  be  feen  in  the 
Leverian  Mufeum” 

•  ■  •  -  ,  T "  .  _ 
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Thus  far  Mr.  Latham  ;  to  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  add,  that, 
the  fpecimen  from  which  the  annexed  engraving  was.  made,  dif- 
z  ferred 


35J 


35s 


APPENDIX.  No.  I, 


ferred  from  that  defcribed  by  him  in  having  ail  the  tail  feathers 
-fpotted  with  white  at  the  ends ;  probably  his  was  either  a  hen  or 
a  young  bird. 

The  fize  is  a  little  reduced  in  the  engraving,  in  order  to  get 
it  within  the  compafs  of  the  plate. 

WHITE  WINGED  CROSS-BILL. 

Latham's  Synopfis ,  vol.  iii.  p.  108.  No.  2. 

**  The  fize  of  a  goldfinch :  the  bill  is  of  a  dufky  horn  colour : 
noftrils  covered  with  briftles  of  a  pale  buff  colour  ;  at  the  bafe  of 
the  bill,  from  eye  to  eye,  a  ftreak  of  brown :  the  feathers  on  the 
head,  neck,  back,  and  under  parts,  are  whitifh,  deeply  margined 
with  crimfon ;  and,  as  fome  parts  of  the  white  appears  not  fully 
covered  with  the  crimfon,  gives  the  bird  a  mottled  appearance : 
the  rump  is  pale  crimfon  :  the  vent  dirty  white  :  the  wing  is  black, 
marked  with  a  bar  of  white  fiiom  the  fhoulder,  palling  obliquely 
backwards,  and  a  fecond  bar,  or  rather  fpot,  of  the  fame  below 
that,  but  only  the  inner  half :  the  fecond  quills  are  each  of  them 
tipped  with  white :  the  tail  black  :  legs  brown. 

I  have  received  this  both  from  Hudfori s-Bay  and  New-York 

The  bird  I  have  figured  differs  from  Mr.  Latham’s  in  fome  par¬ 
ticulars  5  it  wants  the  crimfon  colour,  and  the  brown  bar  between 
the  eyes,  fo  that  it  is  certainly  a  hen,  differing  from  the  cock  ex¬ 
actly  as  in  the  common  crofs-bill  kind. 

Mine  was  fhot  at  Montague-ljland ,  on  the  North-Weft  Coaft  of 
America. 
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PATAGONIAN  WARBLER. 

Lathams  Synopfis ,  voL  iv.  p.  434.  No.  26. 

cc  This  is  a  large  fpecies :  length  nine  inches :  bill  one  inch  and 
a  quarter,  a  little  bent  at  the  tip  j  colour  black,  with  cinereous 
edges :  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  tail,  cinereous ;  beneath 
paler,  marked  with  white  dreaks :  chin  and  throat  white :  over 
the  eye  a  flreak  of  the  fame  :  the  wings  dark  afh  colour,  marked 
with  pale  brawn ,  and  a  bar  of  the  fame  acrofs  the  coverts  :  the 
quills  have  brown  edges :  outer  tail  feathers  white  :  legs  black : 
toes  long :  hind  toe  and  claw  long  and  Rout.  The  female,  or 
what  is  fuppofed  fuch,  has  fewer  flreaks  of  white  on  the  bread. 

1 

“  Inhabits  Terra  del  Fuego.  Met  with  on  the  fea-beach ,  and  is 
fuppofed  to  live  on  Jhell-jiJh  or  fea-wortns . 

“  It  is  apt  to  vary  both  in  fizc  and  length  of  bill” 

Mr.  Latham  is  of  opinion,  that  the  bird  I  have  figured  is  the 
female.  It  differs  from  the  above  account  in  being  cinereous 
throughout,  except  the  throat,  which  is  dirty-white,  fpotted  with 
a  cinereous  colour-,  and  that  it  is  a  native  of  Falkland: s  IJles . 

JOCOSE  SHRIKE. 

Lathams  Synopjis,  vol.  i.  p.  175. — Lanius  joccfus  Linncei  Syfema 

Natures,  i.  p.  138. 

“  Size  of  a  Lark  r  length  feven  inches  and  a  half.  The  bill  is 
blackifh,  rather  flraighter  than  in  moff  of  the  genus,  and  fur- 
nifhed  only  with  a  very  fine  notch  near  the  tip  :  the  crown  of  the 
head  is  black,  except  fome  long  brown-black  feathers,  which  form 
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a  creft :  Tides  of  the  head,  throat,  and  fore-part  of  the  neck, 
white :  from  each  corner  of  the  mouth  is  a  black  line,  continued 
backwards  :  under  each  eye  is  a  fmall  fpot  of  lively  red  :  the  upper 
parts  of  the  body  are  brown,;  the  under  parts  dirty-white  vent 
red  :  on  the  lower  part  of  the  neck  and  bread  a  kind  of  a  brown 
baud  :  quills  brown  :  the  tail  is  much  cuneiform  in  fhape ;  in  co¬ 
lour  brown,  but  the  four  outer  -feathers  on  each  fide  have  white 
tips  :  legs  and  claws  black. 

“  This  is- a  Chineje  bird,  and  called  in  thofe  parts  by  the  name  of 

; Kowkaicon 

I  had  a  pair  of  thefe  birds,  which  I  bought  in  Canton ,  and  kept 
alive  till  1  got  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  They  would  eat  rice,  but 
were  fondeft  of  Cockroaches,  with  which  I  principally  fed  them. 
I  believe  their  death  was  owing  to  negledt,  occafioned  by  the  bad 
weather  we  experienced  at  that  time. 


Laniug  Jocofus.  Z/// .Si/ft.-Nint.  P.J38.  . 

Jocofe  Shrike,  from  Chinn.  Lot  ham's  Synopsis.!?.  /jS  . 
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in 


TABLES  of  the  ROUTE  of  the  KING  GEORGE  and  QUEEN 
CHARLOTTE,  the  Variation  of  the  Compafs,  and  Meteorological 
Obfervations  during  the  Voyage. 


N.  B.  In  thefe  Tables,  the  Situation  of  the  Ships  at  Noon  is  fet  down,  and  the  Variation, 

as  obferved  fome  Time  the  fame  Day. 


TAB 

L  E  I. 

From 

St.  Jago  to 

Falkland’s  Iflands. 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Weft. 

•4 

tr 

CD 

3 

* 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1 785* 

O  ' 

O  ' 

O  I 

0  . 

Odt.  29 1 

r4  48 

Si1! 

^  North  Fall.  Moderate  wind,  and  cloudy 

Noon.  $ 

01  2 

>  weather. 

3° 

13  20 

23  06 

9  20 

8oi 

E.  b.  S.  Moderate  and  clear. 

31 

11  34 

22  40 

80 

From  E.  to  E.  b.  N.  Ditto. 

Nov.  1 

to  06 

22  15 

10  16 

81  ! 

Eaft.  Pleafant  weather;  at  night,  light- 

ning. 

2 

8  46 

22  14 

83  ; 

i  E.  S.  E.  Moderate  and  cloudy,  with 
ditto. 

3 

8  00 

22  05 

82 1 

Variable  and  fqually. 

4 

7  42 

21  52 

83  \ 

Ditto,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain. 

5 

7  38 

22  02 

84 1 

Variable  and  fqually,  with  rain. 

6 

7  H 

22  00 

1 1  02 

82  5 

Ditto,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and 

1 

rain. 

A 


2' 
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TABLE  I.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  St.  Jago  to 

Falkland’s  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude  ] 
North. 

^ongitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Weft. 

1785- 

o 

/ 

0  ' 

O  / 

Nov.  7, } 
Noon.  $ 

6 

21 

21  45 

8 

5 

29 

22  20 

9 

5 

28 

2  r  40 

O 

ro 

ON 

j,  10 

5 

24 

21  30 

1  11 
\ 

4 

39 

21  26 

12 

3 

36 

22  1 1 

*3 

2 

24 

23  00 

*4 

j' 

22 

22  30 

9  26 

*5 

0 

32 

25  29 

South. 

1 6 

0 

22 

26  14 

n 

I 

27 

27  02 

5  58 

$  8 

,5 

°9 

28  03 

*9 

4 

45 

29  22 

20 

6 

3° 

30  IO 

'  .  -  21 

7 

57 

3°  45 

• 

22 

9 

42 

31 00 

23 

1 1 

28 

3l  25 

0-1 

GO 

2 4 

08 

3 2  °5 

0  r 

14 

45 

32  3C 

26 

1 6 

39 

33 

27 

18 

32 

33  32 

28 

20 

01 

34  25 

'  25 

21 

1 8 

34  52 

3C 

21 

55 

35  2 j 

Dec.  1 

22 

3l 

35  41 

1  Eaft. 

■  0 

*- 

* 

V 

f3 

1 2 

36  2C 

1 

>|  3  38j 

tr 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


'  I 


80 

81 
8 1 

82 

8 1 

8o 

8a 

8o 

8o 

8o|- 

1H 

?8 

iH 

75 

79 

78 

80 

79 

80, 

81 

79 
81 

80 

79 

80 

79 


Eafl.  Squally,  with  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  rain. 

E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Variable.  Squally,  with  rain. 

Ditto.  Cloudy,  with  rain. 

Variable.  Squally,  with  lightning  and 
rain. 

j  Ditto.  Frefli  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

(S.  E.  Ditto,  and  clear.  Saw  fome  wild 
(  ducks. 

S.  E.  A  frefh  breeze,  and  cloudy. 

S.  E.  b.  S.  Ditto  weather. 


S.  E.  b.  S.  Moderate  and  cloudy, 

S.  E.  A  frefli  breeze,  and  cloudy. 
Ditto.  Moderate  and  cloudy. 

S.  E.  Frefli  breezes,  and  cloudy... 

S.  E.  b.  E.  Ditto  weather. 

E.  S.  E.  Frefli  breezes.  Saw  a  fail  to 
the  eaflward. 

E.  b.  S.  Ditto  weather. 

Eafl.  Moderate  and  cloudy. 

E.  S.  E.  Frefli  breezes,  and  clear. 
Ditto.  Ditto  weather. 

E.  N.  E,  Frefli  breezes  and  clear. 
Ditto.  Ditto,  and  cloudy. 

Variable.  A  frefh  gale,  under  double- 
reefed  topfails. 

Variable.  A  frefh  breeze,  and  clear. 
Ditto.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Variable,  Light  winds,  and  clear. 

N.  N.  E.  Light  airs,  and  fine  weather. 


o 
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TABLE  L  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  St.  jago 

to  Falkland’s  Iflands. 


T 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1785. 

Q 

f 

0 

/ 

0 

/ 

Dec.  7,  ) 

46 

26 

Noon.  ) 

24 

37 

4 

25 

18 

38 

21 

5 

25 

26 

38 

40 

5 

25 

6 

26' 

16 

39 

02 

7 

27 

46 

4° 

27 

‘  8 

29 

39 

42 

35 

6 

*5 

9 

31 

33 

44 

1 1 

10 

32 

56 

45 

H 

1 1 

33 

16 

44 

36 

1 2 

34 

36 

45 

°9 

1 1 

16 

1 3 

36 

°9 

46 

21 

14 

36 

36 

47 

00 

*5 

37 

43 

48 

°7 

16 

38 

35 

48 

49 

1 4 

01 

ll 

39 

53 

5° 

°3 

18 

40 

26 

5 1 

20 

*9 

41 

01 

52 

°7 

20 

42 

3° 

53 

l6 

21 j 

44 

00 

54 

ll 

22 

45 

28 

53 

36 

j 

46 

24 

53 

36 

lS 

35 

24 

47 

02 

53 

42 

25 

48 

M 

53 

40 

O) 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


75 

76 

72 
75 

73  i 


7*2 

71 

72 

7° 

67 

75 

7° 

72 

71 


71* 


74 

63 

66 

63 

57 

57 

48^ 

51 


'  Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy, 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  hazy. 

S.  S.  E.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

S.  E.  Moderate  and  pleafant  weather. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  cloudy. 

E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
A  fwell  from  E.  S.  E. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 

Variable.  Ditto  weather. 

Ditto.  A  flrong  gale. 

Variable.  Moderate  and  clear.  A  head 
fea  from  the  S.  S.  W. 

N.  W.  Strong  breezes,  and  clear. 

W.  N.  W.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

N.  E.  Ditto  winds,  and  clear. 

N.  N.  E.  Moderate  and  hazy,  A  great 
number  of  whales  round  the  fhip. 

Variable.  Frefh.  breezes,  and  thick  wea¬ 
ther. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  a  heavy  fea  from 
the  S.  E. 

Moderate  and  clear.  Saw  fea  birds. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear.  » 

Variable,  A  heavy  gale,  and  high  fea. 

S.  W.  to  Weft.  A  flrong  gale,  and 
cloudy.  Some  whales  in  light. 

Variable.  A  heavy  gale,  and  crofs  fea. 
Saw  a  feal. 

S.  W.  to  Weft.  A  flrong  gale,  and 
hazy,  with  fmall  rain. 

Variable.  A  frelh  gale,  and  cloudy. 


A  2 
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TABLE  I.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  St.  Jago 

to  Falkland’s  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weil. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

Therm. 

I 

1785. 

O 

/ 

0  ' 

0  ' 

C>  ' 

Dec.  26  } 

Noon.  *) 

49 

1 0 

52  55 

49i 

.  27 

48 

35 

53  26 

19  26 

47 

28 

48 

37 

54  '42 

47 

29 

49 

18 

55  52 

5° 

3° 

5° 

31 

53  55 

49k 

31 

5° 

04 

56  5° 

45 

1786. 

Jan.  1 

5° 

34 

57  10 

48 

L 

2 

5° 

40 

58  00 

50 

3 

5i 

02 

58  49 

52 

4 

51 

1 0 

59  4° 

52 

5 

51 

12 

59  54 

* 

♦ 

, 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks, 


W.  S.  W.  A  frefh  breeze,  with  rain 
at  times. 

Variable.  A  frefh  gale,  and  cloudy. 

Some  whales  in  fight. 

Weft:  to  South.  Thick  fqually  wea¬ 
ther. 

Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

A  heavy  head  fea. 

Ditto.  Squally  cloudy  weather. 
Variable.  Heavy  fqualls,  with  hail. 

'Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  thick  hazy 
weather.  Great  numbers  of  feals 
and  penguins  round  the  fliip. 
f  At  three  A.  M.  faw  the  land  S.  E.  b.  S. 
to  S.  b.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  hazy, 
wind  variable. 

\  Variable.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy, 
(  with  rain. 

|  Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

\  At  eleven  o’clock  this  day  came  to  an- 
i'  chor  in  Port  Egmont. 

N.  B.  The  mean  of  the  Thermome¬ 
ter,  when  among  thefe  iflands, 
54  degrees. 
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TABLE  II. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Falkland’s 

Wands  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 


1786. 

Jan.  23,' 
Noon. 


24 

A5 

26 

27 

28 

29 

?o 

W 

31 

Feb.  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1 

Therm. 

1 

1 

O 

/ 

O  ' 

O  • 

0  ,  , 

• 

51 

35 

60  54 

54  < 

52 

°3 

62  49 

53  \ 

52  40 

63  39 

25  OO 

5°  1 

53 

39 

64  29 

51  \ 

f 

54  51 * * S. 

63  40 

*  . 

1 

50 1 
t 

55  28 

63  "9 

47  \ 

56  00 

62  39 

43 

56  48 

62  19 

43 

57 

52 

62  20 

44  ) 

s8 

7 

63  40 

43 

O-i 

oc 

0 

\o 

64  55 

25  36 * 

43 

59 

24 

66  13 

45  5 

60  14 

67  30 

43 

59  21 

67  l8 

42 

60  05 

69  35 

26  10 

44  j 

60  15 

71  3° 

45  \ 

59  44 

71  5° 

4  5  T  j 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


South.  Light  winds,  and  fine  weather. 
New  Ifiand  in  fight,  S.  E.  Diftant 


three  leagues. 

N.  W.  Frefh  breezes  and  cloudy.  No 
land  in  fight. 

O 

itto.  Light  breezes,  and  foggy. 

W.  S.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Seals  and  penguins  round  the  fhfp. 
iriable.  Strong  gales,  and  fqually, 
with  lightning  to  the  S.  W.  Staten’s 


S.  S.  W.  Strong  gales,  and  fqually.  A 
heavy  fea. 

Variable.  Ditto,  ditto. 

Well.  Frefh  gales,  and  hazy. 

S.  W.  to  N.  W.  Moderate  and  hazy. 

A  heavy  fea. 

W.  N.  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  A  frefh  breeze, 
and  hazy. 

Variable.  A  frefh  breeze,  and  cloudy. 
Ditto.  Frefh  gales,  and  fqually,  with 
rain . 

N.  N.  W.  to  S.  W.  b.  W.  Strong  gales, 
and  a  heavy  fea  from  the  weft  ward. 
Variable.  Frefh  gales,  and  cloudy. 

W.  b.  N.  Frelh  breezes,  and  fine  wea¬ 
ther. 

Variable.  Ditto,  with  rain.  A  heavy 
fwell  from  the  S.  W. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually,  with 
rain. 
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TABLE  II.  Continued 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Falkland’s 

Iflands  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

1786. 

Q 

/ 

O  • 

Feb.  9] 

y  1 

Noon.  J 

59 

°9 

ro 

1 0 

58 

02 

73  44 

1 1 

56 

32 

75  09 

12 

56 

37 

75  37 

T3 

56 

46 

77  52 

14 

55 

44 

79  47 

1S 

56 

19 

0 

00 

1 6 

56 

1 1 

8  r  10 

17 

55 

56 

82  1 9 

18 

55 

31 

82  30 

l9 

55 

28 

82  49 

20 

55 

26 

83 18 

21 

55 

40 

81 54 

22 

54 

°5 

81  40 

23 

53 

l5 

81 52 

24 

53 

12 

82  12 

25 

53 

x7 

83  34 

26 

52 

49 

84  50 

27 

52 

14 

82  43 

28 

52 

I  A 

1 

84  34 

March  1 

5 1 

56 

84  42 

"  2 

5° 

1 6 

83  41 

3 

48 

3 1 

82  39 

4 

46 

52 

82  43 

5 

45 

36 

80  54 

Variations 

Eaft. 


2? 

28 


26 


7 


35 


20 


02 


cr 

rs 


Q  ' 

44 

40 

42 

43 

41 

44i 

46 

45 
45 
44i 


46 

45 

44i 

45 

46 

47 
47 

47  i 

48 

47 

46 

48 

5° 

5'i 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


Variable.  Freda  breezes.  A  heavy  fvvell 
from  S.  W. 

South  to  W.  S.  W.  Strong  breezes,  and 
fnow. 

S.  W.  Strong  gales,  with  hail.  » 

S.  S.  W.  to  W.  N.  W.  Freda  breezes, 
and  cloudy. 

N.  W.  Freda  breezes,  and  fqually,  with 
rain. 

S.  W.  Moderate  and  cloudy. 

W.  N.  W.  Ditto,  ditto,  faw  dome 

deals. 

W.  b.  S.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 
W.  to  S.  W.  b.  S.  Ditto,  ditto. 

W.  to  W.  b.  N.  Squally,  with  rain. 
Wed:.  Freda  breezes,  and  cloudy,  with 
rain. 

Variable.  Strong  gales,  and  fqually. 
Weft.  Ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto.  Freda  breezes,  and  clear. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  ditto. 

W.  N.  W.  Freda  gales,  and  hazy. 

N.  W.  Strong  gales,  and  hazy. 

Wed:.  Fleavy  gales,  and  fqually. 

N.  W.  Strong  gales,  and  cloudy. 

Ditto.  Freda  breezes,  and  clear. 

N.  N.  W.  Squally,  and  cloudy. 

W.  N.W.  Ditto,  with  hail. 

Wed.  Squally,  with  rain. 

W.  N.  W.  Fredi  gales,  and  hazy,  with 
rain. 

Wed:.  Freda  and  clear. 
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TABLE  II.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Falkland  s 

Iflands  to  tire  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1786. 

0  • 

O  * 

O  ' 

March  6 ) 

Noon.  ) 

45  °9 

81  31 

7 

44  13 

8l  40 

8 

44  44 

00 

>-1 

4- 

00 

« 

9 

44  J7 

8a  56 

1 0 

43 *  2 * * S.  4 

82  37 

1 1 

43  10 

83  04 

' 

12 

42  26 

83  15 

!  *3 

43  °7 

84  51 

M- 

42  46 

84  43 

1 3  5° 

42  04 

85 16 

16 

4°  35 

00 

Os 

O 

*7 

39  36 

87  15 

1.8 

37  58 * 

88  30 

.19 

36  5 1 

88  44 

> 

20 

36  34 

89  00 

21 

36  1 2 

89  01 

22 

35  10 

89  35 

23 

34  °8 

90  52 

9  *7 

24 

33  25 

91 30 

1 

25 

32  27 

92  40 

26 

31  48 

94  10 

27 

3°  46 

95  35 

28 

> _ — — . 

29  21 

97  33 

H 

S' 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


5  9i 


61 


W.  S.  W.  Light  breezes,  and  hazy. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  ditto. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
A  fwell  from  the  N.  W. 

W.  S.W.  Hard  fqualls. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

W.  S.  W.  Moderate  and  cloudy,  with 
lightning. 

Variable.  Hazy,  with  rain. 

N.  N.  W.  Ditto,  ditto. 

Variable.  Foggy,  with  rain. 

Ditto.  A  frefh  gale,  and  hazy. 

S.  S.  W.  Ditto,  ditto.  A  fwell  from 
the  S.  W.  * 

Weft.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

Variable.  Ditto,  ditto.  A  heavy  fwell 
from  the  S.  W. 

S.  S.  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  Light  breezes,  and 
cloudy. 

S.  S.  W.  Ditto,  ditto,  and  fine  wea¬ 
ther. 

W.  S.  W.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

W.  b.  S.  Moderate,  ditto,  •  ditto. 

S.  b.  W.  Ditto,  ditto. 

S.  8.  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  Moderate  and 
cloudy,  with  rain. 

Eaft.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy.  Saw 
a  fail  to  the  N.  W.  but  did  not  fpeak 

her. 

E.  S.  E.  Moderate  and  clear. 

S.  E.  to  Eaft.  A  fine  breeze,  and  clear. 

Eaft.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 


} 


\ 
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TABLE  .IE  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Falkland’s 

Iflands  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Varialions 

Eaft. 

17  86. 

0 

/ 

0 

0  ' 

Mar.  29  ) 
Noon.  ) 

28 

02 

98 

33 

6  30 

3° 

26 

39 

I  00 

02 

3i 

25 

08 

I  OO 

5 1 

5  00 

April  1 

*3 

28 

I  02 

08 

2 

21 

46 

1  °3 

34 

3 

20 

27 

104 

48 

4 

1 9 

l9 

io5 

00 

5 

18 

°7 

1 06 

3i 

6 

ll 

32 

toy 

°9 

3  44 

7 

ll 

21 

1  oy 

23 

8 

1 6 

47 

108 

00 

9 

lS 

59 

108 

43 

10 

r5 

°3 

1 09 

30 

1 1 

1 3 

53 

1 10 

00 

1 2 

12 

14 

1 1 1 

1 1 

13 

10 

22 

1 12 

°9 

14 

8 

44 

1 12 

54 

4  2y 

J5 

7 

°5 

IJ3 

40 

' 

16 

5. 

*7 

1 14 

45 

*7 

3 

09 

IT5 

38 

18 

1 

27 

1 16 

1 0 

19 

00 

Os 

1 16 

00 

North. 

20 

1 

19 

1 16 

24 

21 

2 

35 

1 1 6 

3° 

5  00 

22 

3 

37 

1 1 6 

40 

23 

4 

34 

”7 

23 

-  .  . 

— 4 - 

tr 

n> 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


71-j)  E.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 


72 

71* 

73 

73 
72i 

74 
73 
73 

75 

73 

75 

75 

74 

76 

77 
78* 

79 

79* 

80 

81 

79* 

73 

79 

8'i-j 

78 


EafL  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Ditto.  Pleafant  weather. 

E.  b.  S.  Frefh.  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

E.  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto,  rain. 

Ditto.  Pleafant  weather. 

N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto. 

E.  b.  N.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 

N.  N.  E.  Ditto,  and  cloudy. 

Ditto.  Light  winds,  and  clear. 

N.  E.  Ditto.  Saw  dolphins  and  birds. 
Ditto.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy.  A 
fwell  from  the  S.  W. 

N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  clear. 
Variable.  Ditto.  Saw  birds  and  fharks. 
E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 

E.  b.  N.  Ditto,  ditto. 

S.  E.  Frefli  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Variable.  Ditto,  and  clear. 

E.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes.  Sawfifhand 
birds. 

EafL  Ditto.  Saw  feveral  turtle. 

S.  E.  Squally,  with  rain. 

Variable.  Cloudy.  Saw  fome  turtle. 

Ditto.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy.  Saw 
feveral  fharks  round  the  Chip. 

S.  S.  E.  Light  winds  and  clear. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  cloudy.  Great  quan¬ 
tities  of  birds  round  the  Chip. 
Variable.  Squally,  with  rain. 
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TABLE 

11. 

Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George 

and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Falkland’s 

Iflands  to 

the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

[variations 

Eaft, 

1  ? 

K 

3 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1786. 

9 

§ 

0  r 

0  ' 

0  ' 

April  24) 
Noon.  ) 

5 

33 

1 17  50 

iH 

|  Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  and  hazy. 

25 

6 

08 

1 1 8  22 

79 

S.  W.  to  Weft.  Light  wind,  and  rain. 

26 

6 

30 

1 17  40 

781 

Weft  to  N.  W.  Ditto,  and  cloudy. 

27 

7 

00 

117  30 

80 

C  W.  S.  W.  Light  winds,  with  lightning 
\  and  rain. 

28 

7 

20 

1 1 8  19 

5  15 

8if 

|  Variable.  Ditto,  with  lightning. 

29 

7 

43 

1 19  09 

8o| 

1  N.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

30 

8 

20 

120  20 

8l 

)  N.  N.  E.  Squally,  with  rain.  Saw 
l  dolphins  and  birds  round  the  Ihip. 

May  1 

8 

53 

1 21  40 

79 

N.  E.  A  fine  breeze,  and  clear. 

2 

9 

44 

122  42 

80 

)  N.  N.  E.  Ditto  weather.  Saw  feveral 
l  turtle. 

3 

1 0 

45 

124  08 

79 

N.  E.  b.  N.  Frefli  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

4 

1 2 

1 2 

*25  32 

77 

Ditto.  Ditto  weather. 

5 

J3 

H 

■26  53 

- 

77t 

N.  E.  b.  N.  Moderate,  and  clear. 

6 

*4 

25 

127  47 

81 

Ditto.  Squally,  with  rain. 

71 

*5 

5° 

128  45 

72 

N.  E.  Ditto,  and  cloudy.  Sawr  fome 
turtle. 

« 

l7 

04 

!29  57 

5  5° 

7ri 

Ditto.  Frefli  breezes,  and  fqually. 

9 

18 

I  5 

*3°  44 

72 

N.  E.  b.  E.  Frelh  weather. 

10 

l9 

3° 

131  40 

7° 

N.  E.  b.  N.  A  frefh  gale,  and  rain. 

1 1 

l9 

55 

133  08 

71! 

N.  E.  Frefh  breezes  and  cloudy. 

1 2 

20 

°3 

J34  37 

6  17 

70 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  clear. 

Eaft.  A  fine  breeze  and  cloudy.  As 

yet  we  law  nothing  of  Los,  Majos, 

*3 

20 

°9 

136 17 

* 

71  < 

or  any  other  of  the  iflands  laid 

down  in  this  latitude  and  longitude  by 

the  Spaniards. 

14 

20 

09 

138  04 

• 

71 

Eaft.  Frefli  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

15 

20 

081 

140  01 

71! 

Ditto.  Squally,  with  rain. 

16 

l9 

59442  10 

72 

E.  b.  N.  Ditto,  ditto. 

B 
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No.  II. 


TABL 
Route  of  the  King  George 

Iflands  to 


E  II.  Continued. 

© 

and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Falkland’s 
the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

Therm. 

1 

1786. 

O 

./ 

0  ' 

0  ' 

O  ' 

May  17  ) 
Noon.  ) 

20 

02 

cl 

O 

^  • 

V— ( 

73 

18 

l9 

57 

x45  52 

74i 

IQ 

l9 

57 

146  44 

75f 

20 

20 

°5 

148  02 

74 

21 

l9 

44 

i49  3° 

75  ; 

22 

l9 

18 

151  40 

74 

23 

r.9 

1 0 

T53  lS 

75 

24 

l9 

1 

26 

154 16 

r 

76i 

25 

18 

56 

74 

26 

75 

27 

77 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


E.  N.  E.  A  fine  breeze,  and  clear. 

E.  b.  N.  Moderate,  and  cloudy. 

Ditto.  Light  breezes,  and  clear. 

Eaft.  Moderate,  and  ditto. 

E.  N.  E,  Light  breezes,  with  rain. 
Ditto.  Moderate,  and  cloudy. 

E.  N.  E.  Frelli  breezes,  with  rain. 

E.  b.  N.  Ditto,  and  hazy.  At  noon 
the  N.  E.  point  of  Owhyhee,  bearing 
N.  ■§•  W.  three,  or  four  leagues. 

E.  N.  E.  Moderate,  and  cloudy.  South 
point  of  Owhyhee  E.  b.  S.  nine  miles. 
Variable,  and  light.  Clofe  in  Ihore. 

W.  S.  W.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

At  one  P.  M.  came  to  anchor  in  Ka- 
,  rakakooa  Bay,  Owhyhee. 
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TABLE  III. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  whilft  at  the 

Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North, 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1 

Therm. 

1 7  86. 

O 

/ 

0  ' 

©  ' 

0  '  1 

May  29,  l 
Noon.  ) 

156  06 

00 

O 

3° 

20 

45 

156  41 

8  00 

78  « 

31 

21 

14 

78ij 

June  1 

21 

16 

l57  45 

19\\ 

5 

21 

15 

CO 

6 

j 

21 

33 

77  < 

V. 

1 

>  7 

21 

45 

79  | 

8 

21 

i 

SI 

160  15 

1, 

78  5 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


Variable.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

Karakakooa  Bay  N.  E.  b.  E. 

From  S.  W.  to  N.  E.  Light  winds. 
The  bluff  head  on  Ranai  N.  b.  W. 
diftant  three  miles. 

Variable.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

The  S.  E.  part  of  Woahoo  W.  S.  W. 
E.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 

At  anchor  in  Woahoo. 

Eaft.  Ditto,  ditto.  South  point  of 
Woahoo  Eaff  fix  leagues. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
South  end  of  Woahoo  W.  N.  W.  nine 
or  ten  leagues. 

E.  N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 
South  point  of  Oneehow  E.  b.  N. 
\  North. 

E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear.  At 
anchor  in  Yam  Bay,  Oneehow. 


<gtfr 


B  2, 


APPENDIX.  No.  IE 


I  n 
*  ■** 


TABLE  IV, 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Sandwich 

Blands  to  Cook’s  River. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1786. 

Q 

/ 

O  ' 

0  • 

June  14,) 
Noon.  ) 

23 

1 0 

1 60  45 

IO  09 

1 5 

24 

29 

160  02 

1 6 

2  5 

27 

1 60  57 

ll 

26 

32 

1 6 1  22 

18 

27 

49 

161 07 

l9 

28 

53 

161  00 

20 

30 

06 

160  4T 

1 5  10 

21 

3i 

04 

160  10 

22 

32 

02 

>59  41 

23 

33 

•34 

O 

lO 

CO 

VO 

l-H 

24 

34 

21 

lS 8  35 

25 

35 

56 

l51  32 

26 

36 

57 

r56  3° 

27 

38 

14 

*55  34 

28 

38 

49 

x54  13 

29 

39 

31 

T53  °5 

3° 

40 

37 

l53  37 

July  1 

41 

31 

152  06 

17  20 

Oj 

42 

48 

152  06 

3 

1 

44 

oil 

152  04 

4;45 

02 

150  10 

5 

45 

27 

149  22 

6 

45 

591 

148  06 

78 

77 

76! 

77 

76k 

76 

79 

76 

77 

78 
7^i 
69 

63  ; 
621 

57  ; 
5li 
51  j 
56 

59 

56 

5° 

49 

47t 


2  1 


E.  N.  E.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
The  high  land  on  the  South  part  of 
Oneehow  bore  S.  E. 

E.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

Ditto.  Moderate  breezes,  and  clear. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  with  rain. 

E.  b.  N.  Moderate  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

EafL  Ditto,  ditto,  with  rain. 

E.  b.  N.  Moderate  breezes,  and  clear. 

Variable.  Ditto,  ditto  weather. 

S.  S.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  with  rain. 

S.  S.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 
A  heavy  fwell  from  the  Weftward. 

Variable.  Squally,  with  rain. 

Weft.  Strong  gales  and  fqually,  with 
rain. 

W.  N.  W.  Ditto,  ditto.  A  heavy 
fwell  from  W.  N.  W. 

Well:.  Frefh  breezes,  and  hazy. 

N.  W.  Ditto,  ditto.  A  heavy  N.  W. 
fwell. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  ditto. 

W.  N.  W.  A  frefh  gale,  and  thick 
weather. 

Ditto.  Ditto. 

S.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  foggy.  Saw 
a  feal,  and  a  log  of  wood. 

South  to  W.  b.  S.  A  frefh  gale,  with 
rain. 

Frefh  gales,  and  hazy. 

Ditto,  and  foggy. 

Squally,  with  rain. 


N.  W. 
Ditto. 
N.  W. 
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TABLE  IV.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Sandwich 

Iflands  to  Cook’s  River. 


Time. 


Latitude 

North. 


Longitude 

Weft. 


Variations 

Eaft. 


1786. 

Q  ' 

Q  ' 

July 

Noon.  ) 

46  14 

I 

147  27 

8 

47  3 1 

*47  33 

949  3» 

H8  55 

10 

31  24 

x49  33 

1 1 

33  11 

x49  33 

12 

• 

34  21 

148  26 

*3 

34  33 

■48  34 

14 

33  32 

0 

0 

CQ 

*3 

57  °4 

149  22 

16 

58  34 

*3l  °4 

r7 

00 

152  06 

18 

58  39 

1— 1 

)— 1 

0 

1 9 

d 
►— > 
m 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


19  30 


30 

34 

48f 


$  N.  W.  to  S.  b.  W.  Light  winds,  and 


47 

46 


hazy. 

Variable.  Frefh  gales,  and  hazy. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  foggy. 

S.  W.  to  S.  E.  Frefli  breezes,  and  hazy. 


Palled  a  log  of  wood. 


47 

43 


'  S.  S.  W.  A  frefli  gale,  and  foggy. 

Palled  feveral  pieces  of  wood,  and 
_  fome  rock-weed. 

,_l$W.  N.  W.  Strong  breezes.  Saw  fe- 
4  2  (  veral  flocks  of  birds. 

N.  W.  to  Weft.  Ditto.  Palled  a  log 
of  wood. 

W.  S.  W.  A  light  breeze,  and  thick 
fog. 

47 Y  |  S.  W.  Moderate,  and  foggy. 

f Ditto.  Frefli  breezes,  and  foggy.  At 
J  feven  o’clock  faw  the  land,  bearing 
N.  W.  b.  W.  feven  or  eight  leagues 
diftant. 

Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  and  foggy. 
Ditto.  Frefli  breezes  and  hazy,  with 
rain.  The  barren  iflands  N.  W. 
Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  with  rain. 
At  anchor  off  Coal  Harbour  in  Cook’s 
River. 


N.  B.  Mean  of  the  Thermometer  in 
Cook’s  River  58^  deg. 


48 

47 

48 

47 


1 


14- 
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TABLE  V. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Cook’s  River 
along  the  Coaft,  and  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Hands. 


Time. 


1786. 

A«g- 1 3 

Noon. 


Latitude 

North. 


5 8  59 


SK 


06 


59  2  3 


1 6k 9  27 


1759  48 


1859  42 


1959  12 


20 

21 

22 


59 
59 
59 
2358 


24 

25 


59 

26:58 

2759 


00 
1  o 

*5 

57 


59  47 


Longitude 

Weft. 


o  • 


Variations 

Eaft. 


15°  II 

*49  5924 

149  19 


148  3 


o 


148  24 


12 

26 

00 


148  24 
148  00 
148  00 

148  20 

H7  31 

146  39 

1 45  .43 


3° 


28 


1  o 


H 

(3- 

rt> 

*-* 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


37  i 

54 

58 

• 

57k 

54 

53k 


59  < 

57k 

55 

53k 

53 

52 

53 
54t 
57k 


Variable.  Light  airs.  The  Sugar  Loaf 
on  one  of  the  barren  i (lands  bearing 
S.  W.  diilant  three  leagues.  Cape 
Elizabeth  W.  ~  N.  feven  or  eight 
miles. 

(  W.  S.  W.  toW.  b.  N.  Moderate  breezes, 

(  and  thick  weather. 

|  Variable.  Thick,  hazy  weather. 

N.  W.  b.  N.  to  W.  S.  W.  Light  winds, 
and  hazy.  Sounded  in  52  fathoms. 
Small  hones  and  fhells. 

Variable.  Light  winds.  Saw  the  land 
N.  b.  E.  ■-  E.  dihant  three  or  four 
miles. 

'S.  S.  W.  Light  winds,  and  hazy.  At 
anchor  off  the  S.  W.  end  of  Montague 
Ifle  in  43  fathoms. 

Variable.  Light  winds.  At  half  pah 
fix  weighed  and  made  fail,  the  land 
N.  E.  b.  N.  dihant  feven  or  eight 
miles. 

Eah  to  N.  E.  Squally,  with  rain. 

N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  thick  rainy 
weather. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  fqually,  and  a  heavy  fea. 

Ditto.  Strong  gales  and  cloudy,  with 
rain. 

Eah.  Moderate.  Saw  Montague  Ihand 
N.  W.  i  W.  five  or  fix  leagues. 

Variable.  Light  breezes,  and  foggy. 

E.  N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

Variable.  Moderate,  and  cloudy. 
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TABLE  V.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Cookes  River 
along  the  Coaft,  and  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time* 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

17  86. 

Q 

/ 

9 

/ 

Aug. 2 8, } 
Noon.  ) 

59 

°9 

H5 

ll 

,  29 

58 

T3 

J45 

47 

3° 

58 

28 

*44 

42 

31 

58 

27 

M3 

49 

Sept.  1 

58 

54 

142 

10 

2 

58 

49 

140 

44 

3 

58 

23 

'39 

08 

4 

58 

32 

1  39 

°3 

5 

58 

J5 

138 

44 

6 

58 

26 

•38 

36 

7 

58 

°5 

'31 

48 

8 

57 

35 

1 37 

12 

9 

57 

53 

>38 

00 

1 0 

57 

42 

1 37 

42 

1 1 

56 

46 

1 37 

°7 

1 2 

56 

5° 

136 

39 

!3 

56 

5° 

136 

41 

14 

57 

06 

136 

°9 

15 

57 

1 3 

136 

23 

16 

56 

5° 

10 

ll 

55 

15 

M 

1853 

46 

| 1 33 

53 

Eaft. 


24  00 


<T> 

*1 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


58 

55 

54 

53t 

54 

53 

53t 

S3} 

54 
53 1 

53 
53~ 

54 

54 

Si} 

S3} 

Si 

Si} 

S8 

51 

S°} 

51 


[N.  E.  Fredi  breezes,  and  fqually.  Saw 
^  the  land  bearing  W.  ■§■  N.  difiant  11 
'p  or  12  miles. 

^  E.  N.  E.  Fredi  breezes,  and  hazy.  A 
heavy  head  fea. 

Variable.  Fredi  breezes,  with  rain. 
Ditto.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Variable.  Frefh  breezes  and  fqually, 
with  rain. 

North  to  S.  W.  b.  S.  Ditto,  ditto.  A 
heavy  fwell  from  the  Eaft  ward. 
Variable.  Moderate,  and  cloudy* 
Ditto,  ditto,  with  rain. 

E.  b.  S.  Light  winds,  and  rain. 
Variable.  Frefla  gales,  and  fqually. 
Ditto.  Ditto,  ditto. 

S.  b.  W.  Freda  breezes,  and  hazy.  Saw 
the  land,  bearing  N.  N.  E. 

Variable.  Strong  gales,  and  fqually. 
Ditto.  Heavy  gales,  and  thick  weather. 
E.  N.  E.  A  fredi  gale.  Saw  the  land 


l  N.  E.  b.  E. 

]  South.  Strong  gales,  and  rain. 

Ditto.  Fredi  breezes,  and  cloudy.  Cape  ( 
Edgecombe  N.  60  deg.  E.  didant  1 1 
or  12  miles. 

Variable.  A  heavy  gale,  and  hazy. 
Ditto.  Fredi  breezes,  and  hazy. 

W.  S.  W.  Ditto,  ditto,  and  cloudy.  t 
N.  W.  Fredi  breezes,  and  clear.  Saw 
the  land. 


f 


vrr 


APPENDIX.  No,  II. 


1 6 


I 


TABLE  V.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Cook’s  River 
along  the  Coaft^  and  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 


1786. 

Sept.  1  9, 
Noon. 


I  atitude  Longitude 


North. 


22 

23 


2  C 


28 


20 

y 


|  Gift.  147 


Weft. 


Variations 
.Eaft. 


Q  '  ' 

Q  7 

0  ' 

0  '  1 

51  56 

J33  W 

24  1 8 

55  | 

i  *  y 

5 1  6 

[ 

131  25 

59  ! 

5°  45 

129  50 

57t) 

co 

O 

O 

128  30 

56  \ 

49  Sl 

127  52 

S6  j 
» 

49  28 

51  < 

V 

49  34 

• 

53  | 

49  29 

/• 

6\\< 

49  20 

1 

53 < 

r 

51  < 

j 

49  J5 

I27  35 

20  CO 

(j.  5* 
-  1 

j 

47  53 

128  30 

53i\ 

47  53 

I29  44 

S7i\ 

H 

sr 

n> 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


V  * 

55  ]  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  hazy. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes  and  cloudy. 

N.  W.  Light  winds,  and  clear.  Saw 
two  Iflands,  bearing  N.  53  deg.  E. 
N.  N.  W.  Moderate  breezes,  and 
cloudy.  The  land  in  fight. 


| -  J  7  - -  *  AXliir 

George’s  Sound  bearing  N.  E.  three 
or  tour  leagues. 

Variable.  Light  airs,  and  cloudy. 
North  point  of  the  Sound  North,  63 
deg.  Eaft,  diftant  nine  or  ten  miles. 
Variable.  Heavy  gales,  with  thunder, 
lightning,  and  rain.  Saw  the  land 
from  N.  W.  to  Eaft. 

Variable.  Squally,  with  heavy  fliowers 
of  hail  and  rain.  Extremes  of  the 
land  from  W.  N.  W.  to  E.  b.  S.  A 
heavy  fwell  from  S.  S.  W. 

Variable.  Squally,  with  rain  and  hail. 
The  point  of  the  Sound  North,  63 
Eaft,  diftant  feven  or  eight  miles. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wea¬ 
ther.  The  entrance  of  the  Sound  N. 
40  deg.  E.  1  1  leagues. 

South.  Light  airs.  A  heavy  fwell  from 
N.W. 
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TABLE  V.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Cook’s  River 
along  the  Coafl:,  and  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

Therm. 

• 

'O 

oo 

0  ' 

O  • 

O  ' 

0  • 

OdL  2,  l 
Noon.  ( 

46  50 

130  IO 

sH 

3 

45 

41 

I  30  02 

59 

4 

44  56 

13°  46 

- 

61  s 

5 

44  06 

131  04 

I9  27 

59  j 

6 

43 

°7 

r3°  52 

57 

7 

43  06 

1 31  59 

56f 

8 

42 

34 

131  22 

56 

9 

41  58 

1 31  06 

59  j 

IO 

40 

33 

I3I  M- 

59i 

1 1 

39  26 

1 3 1  22 

60T 

I  2 

38  43 

1 31  00 

64 

L3 

37  02 

i34  47 

63  j 

M 

36  32 

T33  52 

62^  j 

35 

57 

1 33  20 

61 

1 6 

36  04 

*33  45 

67t 

*7 

35 

54 

1 35  H 

69 

18 

34 

40 

136  06 

68 

1 9 

34  «8 

136  51 

67 

20 

34 

23 

'3s  25 

68 

21 

34 

1 3 

I4I  OO 

71 

22 

34  00 

I4.I  06 

72 

23 

33 

42 

142  12 

71  — 

/  2 

24 

33  21 

■143  0,2 

71 

25 

33  00 

>43  36 

71  \ 

26 

3  2 

39 

143  5° 

71  i 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


S.  S.  W.  Moderate  breezes,  and  clear. ' 

S.  W.  Freth  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

N.  W.  Moderate  breezes,  with  rain 
and  fog. 

North  to  S.  S.W.  Light  winds,  and  clou-  , 
dy.  A  heavy  fwell  from  theWeffward. 
South.  Frefh  breezes,  with  rain. 
Variable.  Strong  breezes,  and  foggy. 
S.W.b.  S.  Squally,  with  lightning  &  rain. 
S.  S.  W.  Ditto,  with  rain.  A  heavy 
fwell  from  the  Weft  ward. 

Ditto.  Frefh  gales,  and  fqually. 
Variable.  Freth  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

S.  S.  W.  A  freth  gale,  with  rain. 

W.  N.  W.  Ditto,  ditto.  A  fwell 
from  W.  S.  W. 

^  W.  N.  W.  Frefli  breezes.  Several 
l  fharks  round  the  fhip. 

S.  S.  E.  Light  winds. 

South.  Moderate  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Variable.  Light  winds,  and  rain. 

North.  Moderate  and  hazy,  with  rain. 
Variable.  Frefli  breezes,  and  clear. 

S.  b.  E.  Ditto,  ditto,  and  cloudy. 

South.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 
Ditto.  Ditto,  ditto. 

S .  S .  E .  Frefli  breezes  andcloudy ,  with  rain . 
S.  E.  Moderate  and  hazy. 

S.  S.  E.  A  fine  breeze,  and  cloudy, 
with  rain, 
j  Ditto.  Ditto,  ditto. 

J _ 


C 
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TABLE  V.  Continued, 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Cooks  River' 
along  the  Coaft,  and  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Liongitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Euft.  - 

|2T 

-t 

3 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1786. 

Odt.  27, ) 
Noon.  ) 

O  * 

O  ' 

0  ' 

0  '  l 

S.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wea- 

32  27 

1 45  27 

1 1  46 

ther. 

28 

3  2  03 

144  58 

74 

S.  E.  Moderate  and  cloudy. 

29 

31  05 

146  04 

72 

E.  S.  E.  A  fine  breeze,  and  cloudy. 

3° 

29  48 

146  06 

72! 

S.  E.  Frefii  breezes,  with  lightning. 

31 

29  05 

x47  59 

9  27 

71 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  fqually. 

Nov.  1 

28  17 

27  1 8 

148  A-2 

73 

Eafi.  Moderate  and  cloudy,  with  rain. 

2 

149  °3 

72 

E.  b.  S.  Frefii  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

3 

26  06 

149  28 

73i 

Eafi.  Ditto,  ditto. 

E.  b.  N.  Frefii  breezes,  and  pleafant 

4 

24  56 

1 50  00 

73  ) 

weather. 

5 

24  32 

1 30  27 

73 

E.  S.  E.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

6 

24  03 

I5°  35 

71! 

Variable.  Frefii  breezes,  and  rain. 

7 

2  3  15 

ICI  18 

704 

S.  E.  Moderate  and  cloudy. 

8 

23  01 

15I  J3 

72 

South.  Light  airs,  and  rain. 

.  Variable.  Strong  gales,  and  fqually. 

9 

22  54 

151  24 

76 

764 

)  Caught  fome  dolphins. 

;  Ditto.  Heavy  fqualls,  with  lightning, 

10 

22  35 

15 1  00 

)  and  rain. 

:  Variable.  Frefii  gales,  and  fqually,  with 

1 1 

22  05 

1 51  10 

75 

)  rain. 

C  Ditto.  Moderate  breezes.  A  fwell 

12 

21  30 

152  04 

77 

)  from  the  S.  E. 

CN.  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto,  with  fine  wea- 

*3 

20  36 

0 

*-0 

t— t 

75 

1  ther. 

(Eafi.  Moderate  breezes.  Caught  a 

M 

20  00 

152  39 

75f 

(  large  fhark. 

fE.  N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  clear.  At 

J5 

16 

20  07 

153  20 

1 55 " 

79  < 

80 

\  five  in  the  afternoon,  faw  land  W. 
S.  W.  12  or  13  leagues. 

E.  S.  E.  Moderate.  Clofe  in  fiiore. 

I 
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TABLE  V.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Cooks  River 
'along  the  Coaft,  and  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

1 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1786. 

Nov.  1 7, ) 
Noon.  $ 

O  9 

20  1 4 

Q 

0  ' 

18 

20  08 

*9 

20 

20  52 

2 1 

2 1  10 

;  > 

22 

21  12 

23 

21  30 

24 

21  33 

12 1  28 

26 

21  25 

*7 

21  32 

aS 

_ 

21  21 

tlT 

O 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


(  Variable.  Light  airs.  Off  fhore  three 
9* 1  (  miles. 

I  S.  E.  to  S.  W.  Light  airs.  Mowee, 
°  (  bore  North. 

f Variable.  Strong  gales,  and  cloudy. 
84  <'  The  S.W.  end  of  Owhyhee,  S.  b.  W. 

\  Lightning,  thunder,  and  rain. 

(  From  W.  S.  W.  to  N.  W.  Frefli 
75  <  breezes,  and  fqually.  Lightning  all 
round. 

f  W.  S.  W.  Strong  breezes,  and  fqually. 
80  <  The  extremes  of  Mowee  from  S.  15 
[_  deg.  E.  to  S.  60  deg.  W. 

$  Variable.  Squally  rainy  weather.  Weil 
74  (  End  of  Mowee  S.  65  deg.  W. 

"E.  Ni  E.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

78  “  South  end  of  Morotoi  S.  8  deg.  E. 

5  or  6  leagues. 

(  S.  S.  W.  Frefli  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

79  l  The  Eaft  end  of  Mowee  S.  25  deg.  E. 
oj  $  Variable.  Light  winds,  and  clear.  Eaft 

7  a*  end  of  Mowee  S.  E.  5  leagues. 

rS.  S.W.  Moderate  and  hazy.  The 

79  1  Eaft  end  of  Mowee  S.  20  deg.  E.  8 

or  10  leagues. 

fS.  W.  Squally,  with  lightning  and 
78J-J  rain.  The  S.  E.  end  of  Morotoi 

2 1  S.  24  deg.  W. 

r  Variable.  Moderate  breezes,  and  fine 
77  J  weather.  The  bluff  head  on  Mo- 

I  rotoi  S.  W.  by.  W*  i  3  or  14  miles. 


-i 


C  2 


'20 
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TABLE  V.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Cook’s  River 
along  the  Coalh,  and  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Varation 

Eaft. 

Therm. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1786. 

Nov.  29 ) 
Noon.  ) 

O  / 

0'  ' 

O  7 

0  7 

1 

'Eaft.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy.  The 

21  26 

79  i 

Eaft  end  of  Wahoo  W.  S.  W.  9  or 
10  leagues. 

- 

'Variable.  The  Weft  end  of  Morotoi 

3° 

21  20 

79h 

S.  45  deg.  E.  At  five  this  after¬ 
noon  came  to  anchor  at  Wahoo. 

, 

N.B.  From  this  to  the  15th  of  March, 

;  i 

1787,  the  mean  of  the  Thermome¬ 
ter,  75  deg. 

'  ''  '  ' 

\ 
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TAB 

L  E  VI. 

Route  of  the  fling  George 

i  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Sandwich 

Iilands  to  Prince  William’s  Sound. 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

•4 

tr 

n 

—t 

3 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1787. 

Mar.  15  ) 
Noon.  $ 

O 

/ 

0  • 

0  > 

O  ' 

E.  S.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  plea- 

21 

29 

159  00 

80  i 

fant  weather.  Extremes  of  Atoui 

- 

.  from  N.  toN.  35  deg.  W. 

1 6 

22 

40 

158  26 

11 

j  S.S.E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 

f  1 

ll 

24 

25 

158  11 

lli 

{ South  to  ¥7.  N.  W.  Frefh  gales  and 
l  cloudy,  with  rain. 

18 

26 

06 

158  18 

.75 

i  Variable.  Heavy  gales  and  fqually, 
with  rain. 

T9 

27 

24 

158  17 

7° 

S.  S'.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 

20 

28 

46 

158  22 

69 

S.  W.  Moderate  and  cloudy,  with  rain. 

,  21 

28 

59 

lS 8  58 

Hi 

N.  N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

22 

29 

1 0 

I58  27 

684 

N.  b.  W.  Ditto,  ditto. 

23 

29 

26 

'  59  38 

67  , 

N.E.  Light  winds, and pleafarit weather. 

24 

31 

ll 

1  59  20 

6i*| 

E.  N.  E.  Strong  gales  and  fqually, 
with  fogs. 

25 

33 

17 

160  17 

65 

South.  Ditto,  ditto. 

S.  b.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  thick  ha- 

26 

34 

59 

l59  3o 

63  \ 

zy  weather. 

27 

36 

02 

159  01 

, 

59 

S.  S.  W.  Ditto,  ditto. 

28 

37 

18 

158  48 

64. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 

29 

33 

37 

156  58 

65t 

S.  S.  W.  Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

3° 

31 

39 

32 

1 54  52 

52 

Variable.  Strong  gales,  and  fqually. 

N.  W.  Ditto,  ditto.  Saw  a  feal,  and 

39 

23 

{54  25 

45  < 

fome  birds. 

April  1 

40 

1 2 

>53  58 

48i 

S.  S.  E.  Strong  gales,  and  cloudy. 

2 

42 

21 

*52  34 

54 

South.  Frefh  gales  and  fqually,  with  rain. 

3 

1 5 1 59 

S.  S.  W.  Strong  pales,  with  rain  and 

44 

04 

52f 

thick  weather. 

4 

46 

°5 

151  10 

SSi 

S.  S.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

546, 

5° 

I50  20*1  8  IO 

43i  j 

Variable.  Frefh  gales  and  fqually,  with, 
hail. 

6; 

47 

23 

*49  571 

48  | 

Variable.  A  heavy  gale,  and  thick  weather. 

— ~ - - - . - - -  ■  - . - . . . . ....  ........  ■  - . ,~y 
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TABLE  VI.  Continued. 

Route  of 

the 

King  George 

and  Queen  Charlotte  from  Sandwich  1 

I (lands  to  Prince 

William’s  Sound, 

Time, 

Latitude 

North. 

1 

'  Longitude 
j  -Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1 

CD 

3 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1787. 

0 

/ 

O  * 

O  ' 

O  ' 

1 

^  N.  N.  E.  Moderate  and  hazy,  with  hail,  j 
(  Saw  gulls,  divers,  and  other  birds. 

April  7^ 
Noon. 

47 

21 

748  39 

39 

8 

47 

38 

T47  23 

37 

J  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes  and  cloudy,  with] 
(  fnow. 

9 

48 

35 

147  20 

42y 

$  From  S.  to  N.  Frefh  breezes  and  ha- j 
(  zy,  with  rain. 

1 0 

5° 

02 

I47  08 

4if 

S  S.  S.  W.  Strong  breezes,  and  thick 
(  weather. 

1 1 

5i 

23 

1 47  16 

4°t 

Variable.  Thick,  foggy  weather. 

1 2 

52 

46 

146  OO 

37 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 

*3 

54 

02 

147  00 

42 

Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  with  fnow. 

14 

55 

37 

h6  34 

l9  34 

35h 

Weft.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 

*5 

57 

X5 

I46  28 

33 

W.  S.  W.  Ditto,  ditto,  and  cloudy. 

16 

I  1 

58 

°9 

146  36 

19  00 

25 

)  N,  N.  W.  Strong  gales  and  fqually, 
with  fnow. 

58 

08 

I46  27 

32h 

N.  b.  V/.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 

1 8 

59 

°3 

146  30 

36 

Variable.  Frefh  gales,  and  fnow. 

l9 

57 

41 

I46  I4 

35i; 

From  South  to  Weft*  A  heavy  gale, 

,  with  fnow. 

20 

58 

43 

I48  06 

39 

Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  with  fnow. 

21 

59 

°3 

I48  42 

35 

Eaft.  Strong  gales,  with  fnow. 

22 

59 

01 

149  06 

34 

E.  N.  E,  Squally,  with  fnow. 

23 

59 

°9 

x47  55 

3  Si 

Variable.  Ditto,  ditto. 

24 

59 

47 

0 

A 

00 

'ft- 

t-H 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  hazy.  Saw 
the  land  from  N.  b.  W.  to  W.  b.  N. 

25 

36  ) 

S.  W.  At  anchor  in  Prince  William’s 

1 

Sound  from  this  to  the  15th  of  May. 

N.  B.  Mean  of  the  Thermometer  54 

i 

1 

degrees, 
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TABLE  VII. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  (after  parting  Company) 
Prince  William’s  Sound  to  Port  Mulgrave. 


from 


Time. 


1787. 

May  15, 
Noon. 


Latitude  'Longitude 


North. 


Weft. 


59  48 


1659  28  H5  20 

J758  5y 45  54 

1859  °9I44  °8 

*959  34^43  3^ 

20I59  °9H3  34 


2159  211141  34 


2259  22139  50 

23 

24 


Variations 
Eaft. 


29  38 


S* 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


fFirft  part  variable,  latter  S.  W.  Light 
^  j  i  winds,  and  clear.  Cape  Hinchinbrook 
43t^  N.  65  deg.  W.  Great  numbers  of 
i  whales  in  light. 

S.  S.  W.  Light  winds.  Kaye’s  Illand 
w  N.  b.  E.  50  fathoms  water. 

Variable.  Moderate,  and  cloudy.  Se¬ 
veral  whales  in  fight. 

Ealt  to  S.  E.  Ditto,  and  hazy. 

E.  N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  hazy. 
(Ditto.  Frelh breezes  and  cloudy,  with 


43 

47 

4i 

4i 


42 

43 

42 

43 
42 


rain. 


Variable.  Frelh  breezes,  and  hazy  wea¬ 
ther. 

W.  S.  W.  Light  winds.  Land  from 
N.  N.W.  to  E.  b.  N.  \  N. 

EalL  Light  and  variable.  Warping  the 
fhip  into  the  harbour. 

EalL  At  anchor  in  Port  Mulgrave. 

N.  B.  From  this  to  the  4th  of  June, 
the  mean  of  the  Thermometer  46 
degrees. 


H 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  from  Port  Mulgrave  to 

Norfolk  Sound. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

1787. 

Q  ' 

O  ' 

9  ' 

June  4,1 

Noon.  J 

*  5 

6 

59  1 3 

I40  40 

7 

CO 

0 

Or, 

141  06 

t 

8 

57  59 

HI  25 

9 

57  °9 

142  12 

1 0 

56  49 

140  II 

1 1 

57  *3 

I 

136  26 

27  59 

12 

57  °3 

*35  36 

>-5 

n> 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


e  ' 


46 


43 

47 

44 
42 

45 

44 

45 
49 


S.  E.  Moderate  and  cloudy.  The 
North  point  of  Port  Mulgrave  North, 
85  deg.  Weld.  Off  fliore  five  or  fix 
L  miles. 

f Variable.  Light  winds.  Land  from 

E.  N.  E.  to  W.  b.  N.  Off  fliore 
four  or  five  leagues.  Numbers  of 
whales  round  the  fhip. 

E.  N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

Land  from  North  to  W.  N.  W. 

Eaft  to  E.  N.  E.  Frefli  breezes,  and 
hazy,  with  rain. 

Eaft  to  S.  E.  Light  airs,  and  hazy. 
Eaft.  Moderate  and  hazy,  with  rain. 
Variable.  Frefli  breezes,  and  hazy. 

N.  V/.  to  Weft.  Ditto,  and  cloudy. 
At  two  o’clock  this  afternoon  faw 
Cape  Edgecombe. 

W.  N.  W.  Moderate  and  hazy.  At 
anchor  in  Norfolk  Sound. 

N.  B.  Mean  of  the  Thermometer, 
whilft  in  this  Sound,  48  deg. 


•  / 
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TABLE  IX. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  from  Norfolk  Sound  along  the  Coaft, 

and  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 


1787. 

June23, 

Noon. 


Latitude 

North. 


56  48 


2456  35 
25 

2656  30 


2.7 

28 


55  5  2 


29S5  18 


3° 


July  1 


254 

3  54 
454 


Longitude 

Weft. 


*35  35 


1 35  00 


r 35  12 


1 34  3° 


55  1213423 


54  22 


14 

*9 

14 


5  53  48 


Variations 

EalL 


134  00  24  27 


[  33 


T33  23 


24  28 


H 

tr 

O) 

H 

3 


5° 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


N.  W.  Fre ill  breezes,  and  cloudy  wea¬ 
ther;  Cape  Edgecombe  N.  J5  deg- 
Weft ;  the  neareft  fhore  three  or  four 
miles  off.  At  fix  o’clock  this  after¬ 
noon  came  to  anchor  in  Port  Banks. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
At  anchor. 

S.  S.  W.  Ditto  weather.  At  anchor. 

Variable.  Light  winds,  and  foggy  at 
times.  The  entrance  of  Port  Banks 
N.  E.  diftant  five  or  fix  leagues. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy, 
f  lazy  Iflands  N.  \  E. 

Variable.  Squally,  and  foggy.  Off 
fhore  four  or  five  miles. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  thick  hazy 
weather. 

South  to  S.  W.  Light  winds.  The  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  inl.et  N.  58  deg.  E. 

W.  to  W.  S.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and 
clear  weather.  A  deep  bay  Eaft,  and 
land  to  the  Eafhvard  in  the  fame  at  1 5 
j  or  20  leagues  diftance. 
c  Variable.  Frefh  breezes.  A  number  of 
)  canoes  alongfide. 

j  Variable.  Light  winds.  Clofe  in  fhore. 

)  Ditto.  Ditto.  Ditto,  trading  with  the’ 
^  Indians. 

N.  W.  to  W.  S.  W.  Light  winds,  and 
rain.  Diftance  off  fhore  three  or  four, 
miles. 
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TABLE  IX.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  from  Norfolk  Sound  along  the  Coaft, 

and  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time. 


1  1787. 

| July  6, 
Noon. 


f 


Latitude 

North. 


53 
753 
8  5,3 

9i52 


10X2 


l.2\ Z2 

13(52 


15 

16 


51 

52 


752 


18 


IQ 

•  >  ■ 


20 

21 

22 

23 


34 

28 

02 


Longitude  Variations 
Weft.  Eaft. 


'33  31 
1 33  J9 


54^32  28 

48! 


I.I.52  52132  20 


°3 


131  % 


6! 


1 45 1  4  8  *  3 1  1 2 


5T 

51 

5  2 

51 

52 

5  2 


47 

02 

1 1 
46 

57 

or 

54 

10 


I  ^ 

*3 


I3I  31 


H 

n> 

*-1 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


53 


5 


j  ( W.  N.  W.  Moderate  breezes,  and 
5 2 2  ^  cloudy.  The  natives  alongside  trading. 

5  1 4  J  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

( N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy, 
l  Some  canoes  alonglide. 

T  ^  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes.  Off  fhore  three 

£  Q-L.  d 

'5  2  ^  or  four  miles. 

N.  W.  Ditto,  and  hazy.  Saw  fome 
whales.  Off  fhore  10  or  1 1  miles. 
W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes.  Off  fhore 
two  or  three  miles. 

524-  j  W.  N.  W.  A  frefh  gale,  and  fqually. 

^  N.  W.  Moderate,  and  hazy.  Off  fhore 
two  miles.  Several  canoes  alonglide. 
W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  foggy. 

Several  canoes  alonglide. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  gales,  and  foggy. 

N.  W.  b.  W.  Ditto,  and  ditto. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  foggy.  Off 
fhore  two  miles. 

N.  W.  Ditto  weather.  Off  fhore  three 
or  four  miles. 

N.  W.  Frefh  gales,  and  foggy. 

fhore  three  or  four  leagues. 

N.  W.  Frefh  gales,  and  fqually, 
fhore  three  leagues. 

Ditto.  Ditto.  A  heavy  fea. 

N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  andhazv, 
veral  canoes  alonglide. 

•v.  O 

N.  W.  Moderate,  and  hazy.  Off  fhore 
three  or  four  leagues. 


5°  i 

54 

53 

54 

5'i 

5.6 

5l 

53 

53v 

51 


Off 

Off 

Se* 


27 


\ 


1 
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T  ABLE  IX.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  from  Norfolk  Sound  along  the  Coaft, 

and  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Time, 

Latitude 

North. 

] 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variation? 

Eaft. 

Therm. 

1787. 

O  * 

0  ' 

O  ' 

0  '  | 

July  24. 1 

-  t  ■ 

-  T  1 

Noon.  $ 

sHi 

25 

51  47 

129  50 

53  | 

26 

55  \ 

27 

52  18 

sH- 

Ik, 

28 

• 

Slh 

{ 

r 

29 

0~v 

Os) 

0 

0 

- 

"V 

»— 1 

*0 

3° 

52  30 

% 

L 

57  < 

#  .. 

31 

52  36 

54  \ 

» 

Aug.  1 

52  10 

129  42 

/ 

S3b 

- 

k 

1 

1 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks, 


N.  W.  Moderate,  and  clear.  Several 
canoes  alongfide. 

W.  N.  W.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

Off  fhore  four  or  five  miles. 

W.  N.  W.  Light  breezes,  and  hazy. 

Off  fhore  three  or  four  miles. 
Variable.  Light  winds.  Saw  land  to 
the  EafL  Several  canoes  alongfide. 
Off  fhore  eight  or  ten  miles. 

Variable.  Light  winds.  In  general  we 
find  the  current  fetting  to  the  South, 
with  pieces  of  wood,  grafs,  and  weec 
floating  pafL 
Variable.  Moderate,  and  clear.  Saw 
land  at  four  o’clock  this  afternoon, 
bearing  N.  N.  W.  at  19  or  20  leagues 
diflance,  which  is  the  fame  land  feen 
from  the  North  end  of  thefe  iflands. 
Soundings  this  day  from  14  to  25  fa¬ 
thoms,  land  and  fmall  black  ftones. 
Several  canoes  alongfide. 

S.  W.  Light  winds,  and  hazy.  Great 
quantities  of  drift-wood  and  weeds 
floating  paft  the  fhip.  Off  fhore  three 
or  four  leagues.  Several  canoes  round 
the  fhip. 

Variable.  Light  winds.  Off  fhore  12  or 
13  miles. 

N.  to  N.  W.  Light  winds,  and  hazy. 
Off  fhore  two  or  three  leagues.  Cape 
St.  James  S.  ~  W. 
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TABLE  IX.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  from  Norfolk  Sound  along  the  Coalt, 

and  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

Therm. 

1 

O  • 

0  ' 

<• 

0  ' 

0  ' 

/ 

57  < 

- 

1 

l 

51 * * * S.  5° 

55  < 

5 1  °9 

129  10 

S5i\ 

iff] 

49  48 

128  06 

i6i ! 

49  39 

57  \ 

’49  33 

' 

6sh 

,  1 

I 

l 

V 

>49  3° 

128'  10 

,  - 

60  < 

347  50 

129  29 

I 

57 

45  55 

x3°  58 

1 

56  1 

Time. 


1787. 

Aug.  2, 
Noon. 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


Variable,  with  light  winds  and  foggy 
weather.  A  heavy  fwell  from  the 


Variable.  Light  winds,  and  hazy.  At 
11  A.  M.  the  rocks  off  Cape  St. 
James  W.  b.  S.  four  or  five  miles  diff. 

South  to  S.  W.  Moderate,  and  cloudy. 
Saw  land  bearing  S.  40  deg.  E. 

W.  S.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  with  fog. 
A  heavy  fwell  from  the  W  eft  ward . 

N.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  foggy. 

Variable.  Light  airs.  Woody  Point 
North  fix  leagues. 

Ditto.  Ditto.  King  George’s  Sound 
N.  77  deg.  E.  diffant  14  or  15  miles. 
Spoke  the  Ihip  Prince  of  Wales,  Capt. 
Colinett;  and  the  Hoop  Princefs  Roy¬ 
al,  Capt.  Duncan,  from  London,  be¬ 
longing  to  our  owners,  all  well. 

S.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
We  learned  from  the  ihip  and  fioop, 
who  had  left  King  George’s  Sound 
the  day  before,  that  Capt.  Portlock 
was  not  there,  and  that  no  furs  were 
to  be  met  with ;  fo  at  half  pail  nine 
A.  M.  we  parted  with  them,  they 
fleering  for  Queen  Charlotte’s  Iflands, 
and  we  home  by  way  of  China. 

N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

W.  N.  W.  Ditto,  and  pleafant  wea¬ 
ther. 
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TABLE  IX.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  from  Norfolk  Sound  along  the  Coaft', 

and  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

- 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

V, ariations 
Eaft. 

H 

Er¬ 

rs 

3 

3 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1787. 

Aug.  12 
Noon.  ^ 

<3  ' 

Q  ' 

O  / 

0  -  | 

N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 

44  22 

l3l  59 

59  j 

A  fwell  from  the  Weft  ward. 

Variable.  Moderate,  and  fine  wea- 

43  33 

I3I  59 

64  < 

ther. 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  cloudy.  A  heavy 

14 

43  02 

132  06 

022-1 

fwell  from  the  Weft. 

1  5 

42  2.0 

142  16 

»  • 

65 

64i 

Weft.  Moderate,  and  cloudy. 

1 6 

41  4° 

1 31  00 

l6  l6 

Variable.  Light  winds,  and  hazy. 

N.  E.  to  North.  Frefli  breezes,  and 

W 

40  08 

133  26 

65  i 

t  / 

cloudy. 

N.  W.  to  North.  Ditto,  and  fine  wea- 

18 

38  S3 

i33  10 

66  < 

ther. 

19 

37  35 

136  5° 

’  / 

69 

N.  N.  E.  Moderate,  and  cloudy. 

20 

26  07 

135  49 

«  . 

67^ 

Ditto.  Ditto,  and  ditto. 

a  1. 

44  28 

126  20 

69 

N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

22 

23 

24 

33  °9 
31  39 

29  35 

1 27  20 
1 38  28 

»  i  ' 

69-4 

68r 

N.  E.  Ditto,  and  ditto. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  with  rain. 

*39  27 

140  08 

9  l8 

671 

,Q  ' 

E.  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto,  and  cloudy. 

>N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy.  A 

•  25 

27  37 

68 

l  fwell  from  the  N.  E. 

26 

26  12 

141  08 

• - 

70 

j  N.  E.  to  E.  N.  E.  Ditto,  and  ditto. 

C  E.  N.  E.  to  Eaft.  Moderate  breezes,  and 

27 

24  57 

I41  55 

70 

l  cloudy. 

28 

24  04 

143 06 

s  37 

71 

|N.  E.  to  Eaft.  Moderate,  with  rain. 
(N.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  fine 

29 

23  21 

144  q6 

6  06 

71! 

^  weather. 

2C 

22  26 

145  09 

» 

73 

75i 

N.  E.  to  Eaft.  Squally,  with  rain. 

31 

21  44 

1  u  J 

■!46  13 

N.  E.  Moderate,  and  fine  weather. 
(Ditto.  Frefli  breezes,  and  pleafant 

Sept.  1 

20  54 

-[47  36 

75 

j  weather.  ' 

2 

20  01 

15°  °3 

74f 

jN.  N.  E.  Squally,  with  rain  at  times. 

1 
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TABL  E  IX.  Continued. 


Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  from  Norfolk  Sound  along  the  Coaft, 

and  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


:  Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

] 

Therm. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1787. 

Sept.  3,) 
Noon.  ) 

4 

5 

Q  ' 

>9  55 

■9  56 
20  04 

O  ' 

152  09 

r53  43 
*54  41 

Q  ’ 

O  7 

75  i; 

76 
75t 

1)  E.  b.  N.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wea- 
l  ther. 

N.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Variable.  Ditto,  and  ditto. 

t 

N.  B.  At  five,  A.  M.  faw  Owhy- 
hee.  At  noon,  the  Eaft  end  S. 
W.  10  or  1 1  leagues. 

TABLE  X. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  while  amongft  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 

and  from  thence  to  China. 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

i 

Therm. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1787. 

Sept.  6,) 
Noon.  ) 

7 

8 

O  ' 

20  I  7 

20  13 

20  15 

O  > 

0  # 

/ 

0  ' 

81 

82  - 

80  ‘ 

1 

rVariable.  Squally,  with  rain  at  times. 
At  two  P.  M.  feveral  canoes  with 
hogs  and  bread-fruit  alongfide.  Off 
fhore  feven  or  eight  miles. 

'Eaft.  Moderate,  and  cloudy.  Standing 
off  and  on  trading  with  the  natives.  1 
Eaft  point  of  Owhyhee  S.  50  deg.  E. 
"Ditto.  Frefli  breezes,  and  clear.  Stand¬ 
ing  off  and  on.  South  point  of 
Owhyhee  South  two  or  three  miles. 

V  • 
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TABLE  X.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  while  amongft  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 

and  from  thence  to  China. 


Time. 


1787. 

Sept.  9, 
Noon. 


Latitude 

North. 


Longitude 
Weft. 


V  ariations 
Eaft. 


20  30 

I  0;2  I  l6 

I  I 

I  2 


13 

14 


21  21 


21  34 


I  s21  43 


16 


21  52 


*7 

18 


21  55 


20 

21 


20  55 

19  11 

18  23 


15  9  59 

160  38 

161  13 


22:17  13161 25 


H 

tr 

O) 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


81 


80 


81 


83 


7#*«r  I 

/2 


E.  N.  E.  Firft  part,  freih  breezes  ;  lat¬ 
ter,  light  winds.  Weft  endofRana 
N.  10  deg.  W.  14  or  15  miles. 

'N.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
t  At  11  A.  M.  anchored  in  the  Bay, 

^I2'j  South  ftde  of  Woahoo,  in  eight  fa- 

L  thorns  water. 

CE.  N.  E.  Strong  breezes,  and  cloudy 
(  Getting  in  water. 

\  Ditto.  Strong  breezes.  Compleated  the 
l  water,  and  employed  in  getting  w’ood. 
(E.  N.  E.  Frefh  gales,  and  cloudy.  At 
)  five  A.  M.  under  fail  for  Atoui. 
N.N.  E.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy: 
N.  W.  point  of  Woahoo  N.  83  deg. 
E.  diftant  eight  leagues, 
r  Variable.  Light  breezes.  King’s  Mount, 
81  \  Atoui,  N.W.  b.  W.  ±  W.  eight  or 
l  nine  leagues. 

j  (N.  N.  E.  Light  winds,  and  fine  wea- 
ther.  Several  canoes  alongfide. 

E.  N*  E.  Light  winds.  At  anchor  in 
Wymoa  Bay,  Atoui. 

S.  E.  Freih  breezes,  and  cloudy.  The 
kin^,  with  his  attendants,  on  board. 
E.  N.  E.  Freih  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Under  fail  for  China. 


82| 


83 

82 


8  00 


Eaft.  Freih  breezes,  and  clear;  A 


^  fwell  from  the  Eaft  ward. 

77  |  Eaft.  Squally,  with  rain. 

VN  E.  Freih  breezes,  and  fine  pleafant 
79  }  w-eather. 


\ 
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TABLE  X.  Continued. 

V 

Route  or  the  Queen  Charlotte  while  amongft  the  Sandwich  Ifiands, 

and  from  thence  to  China.- 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Welt. 

:  Variation 
-Eaft. 

5  tr 

CD 

3 

• 

1787. 

O 

/ 

O  -  / 

Q 

/ 

0 

Sept.  23  > 
Noon.  \ 

r5 

2^ 

<i  63  5' 

78- 

-*3 

S6 

>164  02 

;  8 

It 

)  77 

25 

1 3 

22 

l66  I  4 

80 

26 

r3 

35 

167  48 

79: 

27 

r3 

37 

1 68  20 

82 

28 

l3 

41 

I7I  35 

8 

43 

8ij 

29 

l3 

36 

173  28 

80 

3° 

13 

43 

\7 S  28 

80 

ji  061.  1 

l3 

40 

176  20 

82 

2 

13 

36 

lll  44 

83t 

3 

l3 

44 

I79  3^ 

<83 

4 

13 

47 

1 8 1  16 

5 

l3 

47 

182  23 

12 

00 

84 

6 

l3 

49 

i83  U 

8n 

7 

*3 

41 

[85  OI 

84 

8 

1 3 

24 

t— ( 

OO 

"U 

00 

•'U 

82 

9 

l3 

12 

189  31 

82 

1 0 

t 

*3 

18 

190  36 

83 

1 1 

[3 

°5 

[92  06 

[2 

1 0 

81 

j  I2|] 

3 

08 

'94  22 

83 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks 


EafL  Frefh  breezes  and  fqually,  with 


ram. 


Ditto.  Strong  breezes,  and  clear  wea¬ 
ther. 

EafL  Frefh  breezes,  and  pleafant  wea¬ 
ther. 

Ditto.  Squally,  with  rain. 

N.  E.  to  E.  b.  S.  Ditto,  with  ditto. 

E.  N.  E.  A  ftrong  gale,  and  fqually. 

Ditto.  A  flrong  gale,  with  heavy  rain. 

E.  N.  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,,1 
with  lightning  and  rain. 

E.  S.  E.  to  iv.  b.  N.  Light  winds,  anc 
cloudy.  A  fwell  from  the  Northward 


^  ther. 


lightning. 

O  £> 


7  -  -  — «  V-  t  « 

S.  E.  Light  winds.  Lightning  in  the 
N.  E. 

|E.  S.  E.  Squally,  with  heavy  rain. 
EafL  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wreather. 
iE.  N.  E,  Frefh  breezes  and  fqually, 
with  rain. 

Ditto.  Ditto  and  heavy  fqualls,  with 
rain. 

S.  S.  E.  to  E.  b.  N.  Light  winds,  and 
cloudy.  A  heavy  fwell  from  theS.  E. 
E.  b.  N.  Squally.  A  fwell  from  the 
Northward. 

8q  |  EafL  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 

- ri  ■  i  ■  ■  _  I 
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TABLE  X.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  while  amongft  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 

and  from  thence  to  China. 

*  ‘ 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Eaft. 

Therm. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

> 

~  1  f 

_  t 

1787. 

O  ' 

O  ' 

0  ' 

O  • 

E.  b-  N.  Heavy  fqualls,  with  rain, 

Odt.  13,) 

13  °4 

iq6  20 

83d 

thunder,  and  lightning.  A  fwell 

Noon.  ) 

14 

12  51 

iq8  28 

1 

81L 

.  from  the  Eaftward. 

E.  N.  E.  Squally,  with  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  rain.  A  heavy  fea  from  the 

•i 

1  5 

1 3  °9 

200  02 

77 

_  Eaft  ward. 

S.  E.  Squally,  with  rain. 

1 3  04 

202  02 

824 

Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

1 

*7 

13  22 

, 

203  47 

r 

80  j 

i  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes  and  fqually,  with 
rain. 

18 

1 3  22 

206  04 

8  21 

82 

Ditto.  Strong  breezes,  and  lightning. 

19 

13 

208  10 

80 

E.  N.  E.  Squally,  with  rain. 

7 

20 

14  01 

210  32 

7  *5 

82i- 

i  E.  b.  N,  Ditto,  ditto.  A  heavy  fwell 

J  from  the  N.  E. 

21 

14  1 1 

1 12  16 

83 

[  E.  N.  E.  Moderate,  and  clear.  Saw 
f  feveral  birds  and  fifti  round  the  fhip. 

22 

14  47 

214  16 

84  < 

E.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 
Saw  the  land  bearing  N^8o  deg.  W. 
five  or  fix  leagues.  At  fix,  P.  M.  the 

23 

15  25 

216  27 

5  34 

83 

center  of  Aguigan  bore  N.  83  deg.  E. 
diftant  five  leagues. 

~E.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

24 

16  10 

218  34 

83 

831 

N.  E.  b.  E.  Squally,  with  rain. 

16  34 

220  28 

Eaft.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

26 

16  57 

222  36 

84 

E.  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto. 

27 

17  26 

225  19 

83^ 

N.  E,  A  frefh  gale,  with  rain. 

28 

1 8  24 

.227  44 

8a| 

E.  S.  E.  Squally,  with  rain. 

3C 

IQ  02 

,229  44 

-  1  25 

82 

Ditto.  A  frefh  breeze,  and  fine  weather. 

7 

)i9  19 

>23 1  29 

84| 

tE.  N.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  fine 
^  weather. 

31 

'9  5' 

11232  oc 

> 

'84 

(  Ditto.  Moderate  breezes.  Numbers  of 
(  fifh  and  birds  round  the  fhip. 

E 
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FABLE  X.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  while  among#  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 

and  from  thence  to  China. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

• 

Longitude 

Weft. 

1 

■Variations 

Eaft. 

Thehn. 

17S7. 

O  ' 

Q  ' 

0  ' 

0  '  1 

Nov.  1 ,  ^ 

I 

Noon.  ^ 

20  18 

233  12 

85  \ 

2 

jgl  02 

236  00 

82  j 

3 

21  06 

237  24 

78  \ 

4 

21  24 

238  s° 

4 

80  < 

• 

* 

i 

» 

i 

21  35 

239  37 

j 

79 < 

6 

21  37 

241  55 

*• 

s' 

76  < 

s» 

j 

7 

22  22 

r 

244  5.6 

.  "1  . 

IS  < 

* 

r 

8 

22  07 

,  1 

79  L: 

•  - 

1 

1 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


E.  N..  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  fine 
weather. 

Variable.  Frefh  breezes  and  fqually, 
with  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain. 

N.  E.  Strong  gales.  A  heavy  fwel 
from  the  N.  W. 

Eafl.  Frefh  breezes,  and  dark  cloudy 
weather.  At  two,  P.  M.  faw  a  fmall 
ifland  bearing  N.  40  deg.  W.  four  or 
five  leagues ;  and  foon  afterwards  ano¬ 
ther  illand  to  the  Northward  of  the 
firft.  At  eight,  P..M.  hood  to  the 
Southward,  under  an  eafy  fail. 


/  —  —  •  *  —  —  ^ 

Iflands  bearing  South  37  deg.  E.  fix 
or  feven  leagues  dihant. 

N.  E.  to  North.  Strong  gales,  and 
cloudy.  A  heavy  fwell  from  the 
Northward. 

•  N.  E.  Frefh  gales,  and  hazy.  At 
eight,  A.  M.  faw  the  land  bearing 
N.  W.  dihant  four  or  five  leagues. 
Sounded  25  fathoms,  grey  and  with 
black  fpecks.  At  one,  P.  M.  faw  fe- 
veral  Chinefe  fifhing-boats. 

.  E.  Frefh  breezes.  Got  a  pilot  for 
Macao,  and  at  1 1  P.  M.  came  to  in 
the  roads  in  fix  fathoms  water  ;  the 
Peak  of  Lintin  N.  79  deg.  E.  the  city' 
of  Macao  W.  \  S. 
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TABLE  XI. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  China  to 

#  • 

parting  Company  off  Java  Head. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

1 

Longitude 

Weft. 

1788. 

O 

t 

O 

/ 

Feb. 10, ^ 

Noon.  $ 

! 2* 1 

35 

1 

* 

1 1 

20 

02 

246 

OO 

1 2 

18 

5  4246 

05 

*3 

18 

01 

246 

P2 

14 

l7 

44246 

30 

15 

1 6 

33 

246 

12 

16 

r5 

33 

246 

°4 

*7 

H 

24247 

1.0 

18 

l3 

01 

247 

49 

19 

1 1 

42 

248 

30 

20 

10 

<H 

250 

.36 

21 

8 

44 

232 

42 

22 

7 

04253 

55 

23 

5 

31 * * * 

234 

56 

24 

4 

1 1 

255 

00 

-25 

2 

36 

255 

OO 

2.6 

1 

1 1 

254 

3  1 

Variations 

Weft. 


’-i 

tr 

n> 

►t 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


6?x 

7 H 

74 

75 

76 

76i 


Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wea- 
,  tber.  At  10,  A.  M.  the  Peak  of  the 
5  ]  Grand  Ladrone  N.  40  deg.  E.  diftant 
L  fix  pr  feven  leagues. 

N.  E.  to  Eaft,.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine 
weather. 

E.  S.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  clear. 
S.  E.  to  Eaft.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 
S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

E.  b.  N.  Ditto,  ditto. 

N.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  and  dear. 

E.  N.  E.  A  fine  breeze,  and  plealant 
weather. 

77  }  N.  E.  Ditto,,  ditto. 

(  N.  E.  b.  N.  Freda  breezes,  and  fine 

1 '  weather. 

f  North  to  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes.  Pulo 
Sapata  S.  -67  deg.  W.  diftant  four 
miles. 

N.  E.  Freda  breezes,  and  pleafant  wea¬ 
ther. 

Ditto.  Moderate,  and  hazy. 

Eaft.  Ditto  and  cloudy,  with  lightning. 
Eaft  to  E.  N.  E.  Moderate,  with  light¬ 
ning  and  rain. 

E.  N.  E.  to  N.  N.  E.  Moderate,  ditto. 
Pulo  D’Omar  N.  37  deg;.  E.  diftant 
four  leagues. 

r  N.  N,  E.  Moderate  breezes.  Land 
from  S.  38  deg.  W.  to  S.  63  deg.  W. 
diftant  feven  or  eight  leagues. 


82 


E  2 


36- 
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TABLE  XI.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  China  to 

parting  Company  off  Java  Head.. 


Time. 


1788. 

Feb. 27, 
Noon.. 


2S 


29 


Latitude  j  Longitude 


South. 


O  08 


I  13 


Weft. 


Variations 

Weft. 


254  10 


2  14 


March  1 


254  32 


tr 

n> 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


85 


82 


83K 


81  l 


North  to  N..  N.  E.  Moderate,  and 
cloudy.  The  Ifland  Dominis  W.  b.  S. 
feven  or  eight  leagues. 

N.  N.  E.  Moderate,  with  lightning  and 
rain.  At  1 1 ,  A.  M.  departed  this 
life  Mr.  William  Lauder,  furgeon.  At 
noon,  the  three  ifland s  from  S.  b.  E. 
to  E..N.  E.  diflant  from  the  nearefi 
^  three  or  four  miles. 

N.  N.  E.  Moderate,  and  cloudy.  At 
1  c,  A.  M.  committed  the  body  of  our 
late  furgeon  to  the  deep.  At  noon, 
Monopin  Hill  N.  10  deg.  W.  five  or 
fix  leagues.  At  one,  P.  M.  faw  a  dry 
bank  of  fand  and  rocks.  At  half  pafl 
one,  the  middle  of  the  bank  bore 
S.  E.  b.  S.  —  of  a  mile  diflant;  depth 
of  water  eight  and  nine  fathoms ;  Mo¬ 
nopin  Hill  at  the  fame  time  bearing 
N.  W.  b.  N.  Pafled  the  bank  to  the 
Eaftward ;  and  at  feven,  P.  M.  an¬ 
chored  in  1 1  fathoms,  muddy  bottom. 

Variable.  At  five,  A  M.  weighed  and 
made  fail.  Squally,  with  thunder > 
lightning,  and  rain.  Mount  Permafang 
E .  N  N .  A  point  on  the  Sumatra  Ihore 
S.  b.  W.  diflant  three  or  four  miles. 
At  thiee,  P.  Mv  pafled  a  Dutch  man 
of  war  lying  at  anchor.  At  half  pafl 
five,  the  Lanfdown  Eafl-Indiaman 
joined  company.  At  feven,  anchored 
in  9I  fathoms,  muddy  bottom. 
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TABLE  XI.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  China  to 

parting  Company  off  Java  Head. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude  j 
Weft. 

Variations 

Weft. 

00 

00 

• 

0  ' 

Q  • 

O  ' 

Mar.  2, ) 
Noon.  ) 

00 

O 

3 

3  °9 

/ 

Jr  V 

• 

1 

- 

A 

S 

3  56 

H 

Li- 

n> 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


79  < 


85  < 


37 


Variable.  Lightning,  thunder,  and  rain. 
At  five,  A.  M.  weighed  and  made 
fail.  At  nine  anchored,  the  Ifland  of 
Lufepara  bearing  N.  43  deg.  E.  fix  or 
eight  miles ;  firfl  point  on  the  Sumatra 
fhore  N.  W.  At  half  pafl  one,  P.  M. 
weighed  and  made  fail.  At  half  pad 
five,  the  Lanfdown  got  aground,  flood 
more  to  the  Weflward,  and  let  go  the 
anchor  in  fathoms  water ;  the 
Ifland  of  Lufepara  S.  49  deg.  E.  five 
orfix  miles  ;  firfl  point  on  the  Suma¬ 
tra  fhore  N.  W.  b.  N.  Hoifled  out 
the  whale-boat,  and  went  on  board 
the  Lanfdown  with  feven  hands  to  af- 
fifl  in  getting  her  off. 

Variable.  Light  winds,  with  thunder, 
lightning,  and  rain.  At  three,  A.  M. 
got  the  Lanfdown  into  deep  water 
without  any  damage.  At  noon,  weigh¬ 
ed  and  failed  in  company ;  foundings 
from  fix  to  four  fathoms.  At  four, 
P.  M.  the  Ifland  Lufepara  N.  88  deg. 
E.  diflant  fix  or  feven  miles. 

^Variable.  Squally,  with  rain.  By  noon 
increafed  our  foundings  to  eight  fa¬ 
thoms.  At  three,  P.  M.  anchored  in 
1 1  fathoms  water ;  tide  fetting  E.  S.  E. 
one  mile  per  hour. 

South.  Light  breezes,  with  thunder, 
lightning,  and  rain.  During  this  34 
hoursr  feveral  times  under  weigh, 


l 
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TABLE  XI.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  China  to 

parting  Company  off  Java  Head. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weil. 

Variations 

Weft. 

Therm. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1 788. 

Mar.  6, 
Noon. 

i  7 

8 

■ 

9 

10 

a  j 

0  ' 

4  17 

4  53 

4  .57 

5  °4 

5  06 

O  ' 

■ 

0  ' 

0  ' 

90 

87  , 

8  Si< 

8  3l< 

1 

82  < 

8 5  <' 

Variable.  Moderate,  and  cloudy.  At  fe- 
ven,P.  M.  weighed  and  made  fail.  At 
\  pad;  1 0,  came  to  in  eight  fathoms. 

f  Variable.  Moderate,  with  rain  and  light¬ 
ning.  At  half  pad:  three,  A.  M.  came 
to  fail.  At  one,  P.  M.  anchored  in 
11  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom. 

'’Variable.  Light  airs.  At  half  pad:  one, 
A.  M.  failed.  At  noon,  the  Sifters 
S.  40  deg.  W.  fix  or  feven  miles. 
At  fix,  P.  M.  came  to  in  10  fa¬ 
thoms  water;  the  Siders  S.  17  deg.  W. 

'"Variable.  Squally,  with  rain.  At  four, 
A.  M.  finding  the  diip  dragged  her 
anchor,  hove  it  up  and  made  fail.  At 
ten,  light  winds.  Came  to,  with  the 
bed;  bower  in  1 1  fathoms  water ;  the 
Sifters  bearing  S.  25  deg.  W.  diftant 
nine  miles.  At  noon,  weighed  and 
made  fail.  At  fix,  P.  M.  came  to  in 

1 1  fathoms  water ;  the  Sifters  bear¬ 
ing  S.  b.  E.  four  or  five  miles. 

'"Variable.  At  three,  P.  M.  weighed 
and  made  fail.  At  five,  anchored 
in  ten  fathoms ;  the  Northermoft  of 
the  Sifters  S.  40  deg.  E. 

From  S.  E.  b.  S.  to  S.  S.  W.  Light 
breezes,  and  cloudy.  At  feven,  A.  M, 
weighed  and  made  fail.  At  10,  A.  M. 
anchored  in  12  fathoms;  Northermoft 
of  the  Siders  S.  50  deg.  E.  four  miles 
diftance. 
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TABLE  XI.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  China  to 

parting  Company  off  Java  Head. 


Time. 


1788. 

Mar.  12 
Noon. 


r3 


*4»  1 5 


1 6 


24 


Latitude 

South. 


22 


5  35 


Longitude 

WelL 


Variations 
Weft. 


r  t ;  v 

.;v 


£T 

rt> 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


Q 


f Variable.  Squally,  with  rain,  thunder, 
and  lightning.  At  five,  A.  M.  weigh- 
87  «J  ed  and  made  fail.  At  noon,  moderate 
and  cloudy.  At  two,  P.  M.  anchor¬ 
ed  in  1 1  fathoms  water.  ✓  .  «■ 

'N.  W.  Squally,  with  rain.  At  four, 
A.  M.  weighed  and  made  fail.  At  1 1 , 
came  to  in  five  fathoms  water.  At 
noon,  weighed  and  flood  through  be¬ 
twixt  North  Ifland  and  the  Sumatra 
87  <J  fhore,  and  anchored  in  nine  fathoms 
water,  muddy  bottom;  North  Ifiand 
bearing  N.  E.  b.  N.  difiant  three 
miles;  the  watering-place  S.  W.  four 
miles.  Found  riding  here  feveral 
Dutch  veffels.  V>\L 

N.  W.  Light  breezes,  and  cloudy.  At 
anchor,  wooding  and  watering. 
fVariableand  cloudy  weather,  with  much 
lightning.  At  feven,  A.  M.  weighed 
and  came  to  fail  in  company  with  the 
King  George.  From  this  to  the  23d 
getting  to  Cracatoa,  where  we  filled 
up  our  water. 

Variable,  with  rain.  At  four,  A.  M. 
weighed  and  made  fail  in  company 
with  the  King  George.  At  noon,  the 
83  <  Peak  on  Cracatoa  bore  N.  18  deg. 
W.  At  nine,  P.  M.  anchored  in  42 
fathoms,  muddy  bottom ;  Peak  on. 
Prince’s  Ifiand  S.  76  deg.  W. 


85 

•  *T 

84  { 
Mean  <( 
82 


"f 


4° 
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TABLE  XL  Continued. 

Route  of  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from  China,  to 

parting  Company  off  Java  Head. 


Time.. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Wed. 

Variations 

Weft. 

Therm. 

1788. 

O  ' 

Q  ' 

t 

Q  ' 

Q  ' 

Mar.  25  ) 
Noon.  $ 

6  33 

«4f<! 

26 

6  36 

r 

83  < 

27 

7  49 

254  4° 

00 

28 

9  08 

255  09 

• 

84  \ 

29 

Hi 

O 

HH 

OO 

O 

vo 

c* 

OO 

00 

3° 

II  13 

254  £0 

■8I1 

L 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


W.  N.  W.  to  N.W.  Frefh  breezes. 
At  four,  A.  M.  weighed  and  made 
fail.  At  noon,  the  extremes  of  Prince’s 
Illand  from  W.  N.  W.  to  S.  65  deg. 
W„  At  fix,  P.  M.  came  to  in  40  fa¬ 
thoms,  mud  and  fand.  Extremes  of 
Prince’s  Ifland  from  N.  N.  W.  to 

S.  W.  i  w. 

Variable.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 
At  nine,  A.  M.  weighed  and  made 
fail.  At  four,  P.  M.  the  rocks  off 
Java  Head  bore  N.  85  deg„  ,E.  diftance 
off  fhore  four  or  five  miles. 

W.  N.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy, 
N.  N.  W.  to  W.  N.  W.  Squally,  with 
rain. 

N.  W.  to  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto.  Pafifed 
the  Queen  Indiaman. 
triable.  Moderate,  and  cloudy.  This 
day  agreed  to  part  company  with  the 
King  George ;  the  Queen  Indiaman 
in  fight. 
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TABLE  XII. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  after  parting  Company  with  the 

King  George,  to  St.  Helena. 


Time. 


1788. 

Mar.  31  ) 
Noon.  ) 

April  1 


3 

4 

5 


Latitude 

South. 


*s 

1 6 

1 6 

6!1 7 

7 

8 


9 

10 

1 1 

1 2 

1 3 
H 

15 

16 

T7 


17 

x7 

18 

18 

18 

19 
l9 

19 

20 


20 


Longitude 

Weft. 


Variations 
Weft. 


11  38256  43 

12  44257  48 


14  03 


259  '9 

2926l  II 

30263  14 
54265  01 
267  O7 

IO 
l6 


I  o 


36269 

50271 


14 

29 


5 1 

°9 

;6 


273  °4 

274  44 

276  58 

278  23 

279  24 

59281  20 
37-283 12 


20  481284  33 


21  14 


286  41 


1821  291289  18 


1921  45 


22  08 


291  2416 
294  04 


H 

tr 

ro 

►1 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


82 

83 

79 

79ir 

81 

80 

79 

7«i 

78 

81 

ISi 

76 

77 

79 
79i 

81 

77 


*5 


*76  - 
/ 


77 


Variable.  Squally,  with  rain;  the  King 
George  in  fight. 

N.  E.  to  S.  E.  Light  breezes.  Loft 
fight  of  the  King  George. 

E.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes  and  fqually, 
with  rain. 

Eaft  to  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 
S.  E.  Ditto,  ditto. 

E.  N.E.  Moderate,  and  fine  weather. 
E.  S.  E.  Squally,  with  rain. 

S.  E.  Frefh  breezes.  A  fwell  fromS.  E. 
E.  S.  E.  Ditto.  Ditto. 

Eaft  to  E.  N.  E.  Moderate,  with  rain. 
E.  b.  S.  Ditto,  ditto. 

E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes  and  fqually, 
(  with  rain. 

|  S.  E.  Ditto,  ditto,  and  clear. 

( E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wea- 
(  ther. 

|  E.  S.  E.  Ditto,  Ditto. 

^  E.  b.  S.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wea- 
l  ther. 

(Ditto.  Moderate  breezes,  and  fine  wea- 
(  ther.  A  heavy  fwell  from  the  S.  W. 
(South  to  S.  E.  Strong  breezes,  and 
l  fqually. 

(S.  b.  E.  Strong  breezes,  and  clear.  A 
(  crofs  fea. 

(E.  S.  E.  to  E.  N.  E.  Moderate  breezes, 
(  and  cloudy. 

(E.  N.  E.  Moderate,  and  cloudy.  A 
(  heavy  fwell  from  the  Southward. . . 


F 


42 
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TABLE  XII.  Continued. 

'  v  >..  1 1.  .  .. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  after  parting  Company  with  the 

King  George,  to  St.  Helena. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Weft. 

• 

1788. 

O 

/ 

O 

O 

/ 

Apr.  21  1 
Noon.  ) 

22 

27 

296 

20 

\ 

22 

23 

-09 

298 

20 

23 

22 

54 

299 

00 

24 

23 

27 

3°° 

22 

,  f 

25 

24 

04 

3°2 

00 

26 

24 

44 

3°3 

40 

27 

26 

°3 

3°4 

20 

28 

27 

00 

3°5 

54 

l9 

30 

29 

27 

5* 1 

307 

20 

3° 

28 

09 

31° 

3° 

21 

00 

May  1 

28 

55 

3l3 

00 

2 

29 

ll 

3i3 

48 

24 

35 

3 

28 

27 

3T4 

44 

4 

28 

08 

316 

44 

5 

28 

54 

318 

lS 

6 

29 

26 

320 

00 

.  7 

3° 

1 1 

32i 

58 

»-» 

a 

►-* 

3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


80 

73 

72 * * S 

71 

72 

74 

74i 

74 

72i 

74 

72l 
72 


7°f 

69i 

7° 


N.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  clear. 

Variable.  Squally,  with  rain. 

Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy.  At 
five,  P.  M.  faw  two  fail  in  the  S.  E. 
quarter,  ftanding  N.  E. 

(  Variable.  Fretli  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
^  A  heavy  fwell. 

iS.  b.  E.  to  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and 
cloudy. 

1  S.  E.  Ditto,  and  clear. 

1  7 

{  Ditto.  Frelh  breezes,  and  fine  weather. 
(  Fifh  and  birds  round  the  fhip. 
i  E.  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fine  wea- 
(  ther. 

i  Eafb.  Ditto,  ditto.  Lightning  to  the 
(  S.  W. 

|  Ditto.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 
i  E.  S.  E.  to  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto,  with 
(  thunder  and  lightning. 

S  N.  b.  W.  to  Well:.  Frefh  breezes,  and 
(  clear. 

J  S.  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  Ditto,  with  rain. 
Ditto  to  ditto.  Frefh  breezes.  Great 
quantities  of  bonetta  round  the  fhip, 
feveral  of  which  our  people  caught 
with  hook  and  line. 

South.  Frefh  breezes.  Numbers  of 
l  birds  and  fifh  round  the  fhip. 

(South  to  S.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and 
^  cloudy.  Fifh  and  birds  round  the  fhip. 

|  E.  S.  E.  to  E.  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 


1 

L 
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APPENDIX.  No.  II. 


TABLE  XII.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  after  parting  Company  with  the 

King  George,  to  St.  Helena.  ' 


Time. 


Latitude 

South. 


Longitude 

Weft. 


1788.  p' 

May  8  , )  j 

\t  '  ( 3  o  4  ^ 

Noon.  5p  J  • 

931  3° 


I  o 

I I 

12 

13 

14 

!5 

16 


32  08 

32  45 

33  26 

34  22 


Variations 

Weft. 


323  28 

3^4  31 

325  *3 

327  06 

329  08 
331  2  3 


35  26 

36  07 

36  10 


*7 


334  4° 
336  21 
336  53 


35  24 


1836  30 


336  53 


24 


336  4° 


>937  36 336  5° 


-3 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


12 


69 

64 

71 
69 
68 

72 

7I: 


7c 


j  S.  S.  W.  Frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 

{  Eaft  to  N.  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes,  and 
^  hazy. 

i  E.  N.  E.  to  S.  W.  b.  S.  Squally,  with 
(  lightning  and  rain. 

I  South  to  S.  S.  W.  Light  winds,  and 
(  clear. 

I  S.  S.  E.  to  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto. 

(  N.  E.  Frefh  breezes.  A  heavy  fwell 
l  fromS.  W. 

S  N.  N.  E.  Ditto,  ditto.  Atii,A.M. 
I  paffed  an  empty  calk. 

75L  |  N.  E.  Moderate,  and  cloudy. 

s  Variable.  A  heavy  gale,  and  crofs  fea. 
t  Saw  a  large  fhip  handing  to  the  S.  E. 
f Variable.  A  heavy  gale.  Found  both 
pumps  choaked  with  fand  ;  got  them 
up  and  cleared  them ;  broke  up  the 
fore -hold  to  examine  if  there  was  any 
water  lodged— found  all  dry  ;  flowed 
the  teas  again,  and  fecured  the  hold. 
W.  to  S.  W.  A  heavy  gale.  Obliged 
to  keep  one  pump  on  deck,  and  a 
hand  in  the  well,  to  keep  the  other 
clear  of  fand.  Found  a  leak  abaft 
Got  feveral  things  out  of  the  run,  and 
hove  them  overboard  to  lighten  the 
fhip  abaft. 

$N.  E.  to  N.  W.  b.  N*  A  heavy  gale, 
(  and  crofs  fea. 

1 

I 


62-p 


r 


60  < 


58 


F  2. 


I 
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APPENDIX.  No.  IL 


TABLE  XII.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  after  parting  Company  with  the 

King  George,  to  St.  Helena. 


Time. 


1788. 


May  20,} 
Noon.  ) 


21 


22 


Latitude 

South. 


23 


25 

26 
27 


't ; , 


33 

36 

3^ 

2b  37 


2935 
3°  34 


36  57 


Longitude 
Weft. 


336  4° 


36  4° 337  2° 

36  00338  10 


35  48 


2435  36 


32 


l7 

12 


338  09 


338  19 


337  48 


339  00 
339  39 

I2;34=  °3 
54342  l6 
5° 345  32 


Variations 

Weft. 


9  ^  i 


rr 

n> 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


f 


60  < 


L 


59 

60 


58  1 


59  2 


< 


59  * 

59i 

56 

59 

sH\ 

54  : 


N.  W.  to  W.  b.  N.  A  freda  gale,  and 
cloudy.  Hove  lour  barrels  of  powder 
overboard.  Saw  a  large  fhip  ftanding 
to  the  Eadward. 

V ariable.  A  frefh  gale,  and  cloudy,  with 
a  crofs  fea  ;  the  pump  dill  on  deck. 

Variable,  A  heavy  gale,  and  high  fea. 
Saw  a  large  fhip  Handing  to  the  Ead- 
ward. 

N.  W.  to  North.  A  heavy  gale.  Under 
reefed  courfes  and  foretopmad  day- 
fail.  In  a  heavy  fquall  fplit  the  fore¬ 
topmad  day  fail,  unbent  it,  and  bent 
another. 

W.  N.  W.  to  Wed.  Strong  breezes, 
and  cloudy.  A  heavy  crofs  fea.  Got 
ground  70  fathoms.  At  feven,  A.  M. 
faw  a  diip  Handing  to  the  Northward. 

W.  b.  N.  to  W.  b,  S.  Frefh  breezes, 
and  cloudy.  At  eight,  A.  M.  fpoke 
the  LanfdownEad-Iiadiaman,all  well. 

Variable.  Moderate,  and  clear.  A  heavy 
fwell  from  the  W.  S.  W. 

N,  W.  b.  N.  to  N.  b.  E.  Freda  breezes, 
and  fqually  at  times. 

North  to  N*  W.  Fredi  breezes,  and 
fquallyi 

Variable.  Ditto,  ditto.  A  heavy  fea 
from  S.  W. 

S.  S.  W.  to  S.  b.  E.  A  freda  gale,  and 
fqually. 
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TABLE  XIL  Continued. 

»  * 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  after  parting  Company  with  the 

King- George,  to  St.  Helena. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

Weft. 

Variations 

Weft. 

1788. 

May  3 1  ) 
Noon.  *) 

9 

— 

/ 

Q  ' 

O  ' 

33 

44 

347  5° 

June  1 

32 

°4 

348  ii 

2 

3° 

48 

Co 

4»> 

CO 

CO 

21  13 

3 

29 

54 

348  37 

4 

29 

18 

347  39 

5 

28 

26 

346  36 

6 

27 

346  24 

7 

26 

l9 

347  27 

8 

24 

51 

35°  °4 

9 

23 

44 

352  05 

10 

22 

27 

354  W 

1 1 

20 

s« 

3S6  4° 

1 2 

l9  ‘ 

34 

358  47 

13 

18 

23 

OO  3O 

1 5 

T7 

06 

2  1 3 

1 6 

1 6 

18 

3  58 

1 6  02 

1 6 

^04 

4  3° 

H 

XT 

a 

H 

B 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


59 

60 

61 


6li 


Variable.  Freda  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
Saw  a  fail. 

S.  S.  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  Moderate  breezes, 
and  clear. 

Ead  to  S.E.  Moderate  breezes,  and 
clear.  Got  both  pumps  down. 
Variable.  Light  winds,  and  clear.  Saw 
a  feal . 

Ditto.  Freda  breezes,  and  fqually.  Saw 
a  whale. 

Variable.  Freda  gales  and  cloudy,  with 
rain. 

f  j  S  Ditto.  Freda  breezes,  with  a  heavy 
2,2  I  fwell  from  the  N.  W. 

SS.  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  Light  winds,  a  heavy 
2  l  crofs  fea. 

,  S  S.  S.  E.  to  S.  S.  W.  Strong  breezes,  and 
63  l  hazy. 

654  j  S.  E.  Freda  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

( S.  E.  b.  S.  Ditto,  ditto,  and  hazy.  A 
following  fea. 


61 


6li 


61 

68 

68y 

68 

71 

7li 


Ditto.  Freda  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

S.  E.  b.  S.  A  freda  gale,  and  ditto. 
Variable.  Frelh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
S.E.  A  fine  breeze,  and  cloudy.  Hav¬ 
ing  made  360  deg.  Wed,  and  lodone 
day,  we  call  this  the  15th. 

S.  E.  b.  S.  Moderate,  and  cloudy, 

S.  S.  E.  Ditto,  ditto. 


•  ^ 
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TABLE  XII.  Continued. 

Route  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  after  parting  Company  with  the 

King  George,  to  St.  Helena. 


Time. 

/ 

Latitude 

South. 

1  Longitude 
Weft. 

Variations 

Weft. 

Therm. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 

1788. 

June  1 8, > 
Noon.  ^ 

O  ' 

O  • 

j  i 

Q  ' 

1 

0  ' 

72  < 

1 

I. 

South  to  E.  S.  E.  Moderate,  and  fine 
weather.  At  half  paft  three,  A.  M, 
law  St.  Helena  bearing  N.  W.  At  1 1 , 
anchored  in  the  road  in  19  fathoms. 
Found  here  the  King  George,  and  fe- 
_  veral  more  fhips. 

/  / 

/ 
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TABLE  XIII. 

Shews  the  Difference  between  the  Watch,  Lunar  Obfervations,  and 
Longitude,  by  Account  at  Noon  on  feveral  Days  during  the 
Paflage  from  St.  Jago  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

N.  B.  The  Watch  is  one  of  Mr.  Arnold’s  finall  Pocket  Time-keepers. 

Remarks, 


Time. 

Watch 

Weft. 

Lunar 

Obfervations 

Weft. 

Account 

Weft. 

1785. 

O 

9 

O  ' 

O 

/ 

Nov.  18 

28 

°3 

28  09 

24 

54 

21 

3° 

45 

3°  35 

26 

30 

28 

34 

25 

33  10 

29 

34 

Dec.  4 

37 

46 

38  21 

33 

56 

8 

42 

35 

42  37 

38 

4i 

13 

46 

21 

no  obferv. 

43 

43 

22 

53 

40 

S3  36 

5 1 

58 

54 

42 

no  obferv. 

5 1 

35 

1786. 

Jan.  1 

57 

10 

ditto. 

54 

25 

26 

64 

29 

64  37 

63 

18 

3o 

62 

19 

no  obferv. 

6  3 

3° 

Feb.  7 

7* 1 

3° 

ditto. 

74 

59 

1 5 

80 

51 

ditto. 

86 

1 1 

18 

82 

3° 

82  50 

87 

01 

22 

81 

40 

82  23 

85 

39 

27 

82 

43 

no  obferv. 

87 

26 

March  6 

81 

81  38 

83 

25 

*5 

85 

1 6 

no  obferv. 

90 

°3 

20 

89 

00 

0 

d 

0 

00 

94 

44 

25 

92 

40 

92  04 

99 

ll 

April  1 1 

1 1 0 

00 

1 09  20 

1 12 

24 

19 

1 16 

00 

1 15  40 

1 18 

13 

26 

117 

4c 

no  obferv. 

1 20 

55 

May  4 

125 

32 

124  30 

127 

58 

*9 

146 

44 

146  45 

>47 

32 

22 

lS1 

40 

I5I  34 

lSl 

39 

23 

J53 

*5 

no  obferv. 

153 

33 

24 

1 54 

1 6 

ditto. 

*54 

1 0 

Having  found  the  watch  to  alter  her 
rate  of  going  in  different  degrees  of 
heat  and  cold  before  we  left  St.  Jag°>! 

I  made  a  fmall  table  of  the  altera¬ 
tions  by  which  {lie  was  always  cal¬ 
culated  during  our  paflage  to  the 
Sandwich  Iflands. 


At  the  time  we  left  St.  Jago,  the  watch 
loft  on  mean  time  oh.  oom.  02'.  per 
day. 

On  our  leaving  the  Falkland  Iflands, 
fhe  loft  on  mean  time  oh.  oom.  05". 
per  day. 


May  24th,  at  noon,  the  N.  E.  point 
of  Owhyhee  bearing  N.  \  W.  three 
or  four  leagues  diftant,  I  found  the 
watch  to  be  out  in  longitude  38 
miles. 
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